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ENTOMOLOGICAL MEDICAMENTS OF THE PAST _
7 By Harry B, Werss I

A reading of Dr. Loven C. MacKinney’s article on “‘Animal
Substances in Materia Medica, A Study in the Persistence of the
Primitive,”” which appeared in ‘“The Journal of the Iistory of
Medicine" (I(1): 149-170, 1946 has led me to compile the fol- .
lowing records of the use of inseets in medieine during past times.
Dr, MacKinney mentions insects only incidentally and without
details as this was outside the seope of his paper. . The present
paper is not concerned with insects in combination with magia
nor with the extensive use of other animal substances, which far

-exeeeded the use of inseet substances, Inscets, of eourse, pla_yed'

only a small part in the medicaments nged in former times, - They

_were greatly outnumbered by other animal SHb's'.t&nees and these,

in turn, were exceeded by vegetable substances.  Mineral sub-
stances were used less than the animal ones. - R
Insect substances were used in external and internal medicines,
Some weie used as tumigants, suppositories, ete.  Most of the in:
seet remedies were in use mueh earlier than ‘the times in which

- their compilers lived.  For example the materia mediea, of “the

Egyptians, as shown by the Papyrus Ebers, compiled in the six.
teenth century B.C., includes the remedies of earlier centuties.

-And the books of Dioscorides who wrote in Nero’s time show that

the Greeks used animal remedies just-like the Bayptians who

- preceded them. Acecording to the writings of Celsus and Pliny
~+ " the Elder who lived in the first century A.D., and later of Galen,
o the materia medica of the Roman Empire partook of the char-

acteristies of many previous ages and regions. In fact Pliny

: _eompiled all ancient remedies including those of Rome during
“his time and many of these persisted in Western Europe right
‘into modern times. Later writers continned to perpetuate these

remedies and we find them mentioned in writings of the late

‘éighteenth and early nineteenth centuries.

In the following preliminary list no attempt has been made to

identify the species of inseets involved in the various remedies
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“and they have been arranged only by orders. The sources are -
- indicated briefly in the text and more fully in the bibliography.
Tt shiould be poss:ble to extend this list by further search and mo
'cla,tm is made for eompleteness

ORDER ORTHOPTFRA

Reeords 0 Orthoptera used in medxcme include the foliowmg

3 radle [Smlth Bib. Dict. J y :
r1quet ealled Gryllus doth mltigat catarrhs -

/a8 & remedy for weak sight and helped-
rubhed on: them [Kunze] Kunm. :

fé,{e aud B,c'_l_ding'--enough' aleohol fo_r:._a,_' '

Locusteum: and advised its.use. for.«

These msects bnused and mlxed w1th
as. a suppula,tlve They were: also

ames thé ashes of G@ JH/us domesfwus'-'-
ve . dmretm properties.. The body" fludd
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: o given to children to kill worms [Hist. of Jamaica, IL: 204]. Tm
A Russia Periplanele orientalis was powdered and used for dropsy.
- Tk was also used as a vemedy for pleurisy and pericarditis. - In
. Russia the medicine was known as Tarakané and on the Conti-
"'::'.ﬁﬁnt- it was sold under the name Pulvis Tarakanse. : o
RN ORDER DEMAPTERA RN
- “0il-of earwigs was good ¢tto "strengthen the nerves “under’
_' “convalsive motions, by rubbing it on the temples, wrists: and

nostrils.” The earwigs when dried, powdered and nixed. with
<" 'the urine of a hare were recommended for introduction into th

" ear as a eure for deafness [James, Med. Diet.]. - o o

B _ ORDER ANOPLURA B _
. Behroeder in his “‘History of Animals that. are Useful in
 Physie” stated that lice were swallowed by. country. people. for
“the. eure of jaundiee. Dioscovides said that they -were used in
_suppression of the urine, by int.r_oducing_t-hem_it;t_d. the canal of
the’ urethra. Rlscherif wrote that a patient suffering from -
f--qii_gir.tan'_ fever would, in -the experience of some,. get rehef, if a
louse was put into the opening of a bean and swallowed. -And
‘Pr.; Brickell stated. that hog lice were good in all obstructions,
jaundice; colic, king’s evil, old sordid and ‘rebellious uleers, con-
w:'r_'qlsi_on_s, stone, gravel, rickets in children, dimness of sight, éte..

: GRDER HEMIPYERA . 0
. "Pliny quoting Dioscorides mentions the various medieal vir-
S tues of the bed-bug, Cimez lectularius, as follows. - It neutralizes -
: -._.__-__fhe' verom of serpents; mixed with. the blood of a tortoise it was
R -a’-pp_lie_d externally to warts ;'us'éd as a fumigant_.,_it made leeches
Y loogen their hold; a mixture of bugs crushed with salt and
2o woman's milk, was used to annoint the eyes; in combination
b 3 " with ‘honey and oil of roses, they were uged as an injection for
e the ears; they were used in the treatment of_.‘le__t_har'gy and i
[ DI s.tr'angu'ry'eases they were injected info th’e_m:ina_i'y eanal. In
0 ieaddition Dr. James in his <‘Medieal Dietionary’” stated that the
odor of the bugs relieved hysterical suffocation and that if seven
: 'l__'J'ug_s_wer_e' swallowed with peans, as food, they would help in
" gases of quartan ague, if eaten previous to the accession of the
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-, fit, bome homeopa,thle physicians said that bed- bugs were suit-
_ab]!e for ciuldren suﬂ':‘ermg from worms, epileptie attacks, ete.

SUBORDFR HOMOPTFRA

: (;madas wore ionﬂ' used for diuretic and other purposes. Fven
_' as. late as 1929 they Were being utilized by the peasants of Prov-
‘;=enw [Myers] 'Fhey were mentioned by Dioscorides in the first
iR eentury ADy; and-later by Galen, both recommending roasted
. eleadas for bla,dder trouble
-eicadas, thh pepper; ‘be eaten for:colic and for year.

later: physicians- plescrlbed them for this purpose,
-of .powdered  cicadas

s following,

A mixture
and oil of seorpions was used as a counter

- their. use-in medmme Accordmn to Hearn ( 1900) they were
‘used: as earachie curés in China and Japan, Boiled in water with
oA o pI&nts they were glven to éhiidren for fever and eonvul: ‘
hwm and also used for skin ‘wounds. "Their cast skins were pre-

_-___-__.served fm: mfvdmmal “uses and sold
. shops :

use _was a_ alnst hydroplmbla for which they were ‘taken:

_ m_p oyed bY Chmese doctors as ‘a preventive of palplta- :
ns an_d_' sw _ Vamous workers have IHVEStlgdted the
12 rapeutlc propertxes of drled eleadas w1th con: -

: -"ﬂlctmg \ . _

e Aphids were used by homeopathlsts in a tincture, and a’

o tnturatmn Was also made of living aph1ds with sugdr of milk,
- the species havmg been’ Aplmd,' cheﬂopadn glauc, [Kunzé], = Sev-
eral pecies of Coceids, in addition to furmshmg dyes, were used
: in_ dwmes Amordmw to Geoﬂroy, Coccus ilicis and Coccus

cae were ‘festeemed to be greatiy cordial and sudorifie, bemﬂ' '
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Galen advised that five to seven

e m‘_ltant [Buakton} Moufet (1634) cited eleven authorities for .-

m Chmese and Jdpanese _

1g1nal tmbe of Indla the -Sanitals, an omtment" S
male erickets’ was vsed for screammg fits [Bod-'
to- the Chmese as Ch” ant’ ui, dried cicadas were

ways for many dlqeases lncludlno- sterility, rhen: o
nenstrizal irregrilarities, ete. Theip Tost:

v ] A Chmese species, Elam lzmbwta_.:'_._ R,
88 a .kmd f rease that adheres to the twigs of trees. and .- 0

& wax-like: sibstance.  When melted and purified
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veyy full of volatile salts.”” 'They were administred to prevent
abortion from strain or injury. Galen stated that the freshly
cotlected insects, <‘kermes berries’’ possessed cooling and drying
_preperties, being moderately astringent. Elscherif claimed that
if a woman took a dram of Coccus licis in honey, 'every_day'for
a week, the menstrual flow would be checked. When taken. with
vinegar it acted as a eontraceptive and when the insects were °
worn as a necklace on a fever patient, the fever would disappear.
In the “United States Dispensatory,”’ cochineal or Coceus cacti
iwas recommended for whooping cough and nenralgia, being sup- -
. posed to have anodyne properties. The Pela wax of Ching,
deposited by Cocews pela on a species of ash tree, was used for
medicinal and other purposes. Honigherger stated that - the
Hakims of India believed cochineal to be destruetive of the gen
-erative faculty. Ttolsom states that in the Mediterranean coceids
. of the genus Kermes, living on cak, supply a medicinal Syrup and
_ that in Mexico, another coccid Ilavcie avinus produces a- sub-
stance known as axin which is used in external medicine and also
as a varnish. ' L s Pl

o - ORDER LEPIDOPTERA :
A vemedy against the bites of venomots aninals and inseets
-was, said Dioseorides, the larva of Pieyis brassice; if rubbed in
i with oil. Kaland mentions the larve of’_-Efchi_'"f_)otfi's' chrysorrhon
- and. of Bombyx processionea having been used as ingredients of
seertain homeopathie tinetures. Doctor Brickell; in his ¢ Natural
~“History of North Carolina,”’ records. oil of -clothes moths as’ a
etire for deafness, warts and leprosy.  If mixed witlrt_ar-they
were thought to be wood tor “‘all sorts of rebellious uleers,
Botches, scabs, whittles, ete.”” Doctor James mentions a cater-
_pil_lax" that feeds upon cabbage leaves, the Eruce oﬂ‘ic-inqli.s of
Qehroeder, if briised or in the powdered form as being capable
‘of raising a blister like cantharides. Hippoerates stated that
fhiey. were also good for quinsy. S .

As for Bombyx mori, the larvee of this moth, dried and pow-
‘dered, were applied to the erowri_of the head in cases of vertigo
and convulsions [James, Med. Diet.]. The cocoons of Bombyz
yori were used as one of the ingredients of ¢ (toddard’s Drops’’
‘and ‘of ““Confectio de Hayacintho?? [Kunz&}. According to
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Llseherif the Iarvae of Bombyw mori, if dried and tied up in yed
hnen and carrled about would cure a patient of fever,

ORDER COLEOPTI‘RA

oieopterous mseet% were used quite frequently in entomolog-
materia medla ‘Doctor Honigberger wrote of the tocaons
65 culatws being Amported into Lahore from Hindu-
nd old- in: the shops of drug-dealers in Comtantmople
- They were, uqed trequently by Turkish and Arabian physicians
in_the form of a. deeectron believed to be helpful in diseases of
- “'the respiratory organs. - A’ liter of boiling water was poured
over:. about ﬁfteeu ‘grams of the cocoons before the weevils
: emerged After stlrrmg ior 15 minutes and then boiling, the
decoetion was drunk unﬁltered by the patient. In Svria and -
rsia the natives uqed the cocoons of Farinus nmidificans and
[Aool Med,, Paris, 1859,
durmg the latter part. of the eighteenth LEI]-
Florence the hxstor of a curculio that he.
Fourteen or fifteen larvem of
were rubbed hetween the thumb and forefinger until
the fluid: was absorbek If an. aching tooth was touched with
‘either the :thumb-or . foreﬁnger thus: prepared the pain would

i:killing property for a year [‘\flon MaO‘ i1, part II

absorbent in éases of pains or. eonvulqmns Sllpp()!aed :
‘be" prodaced b aeldltv of .the primae -vitae’’ [Cuvier, An.
2331 An mfusmn of the beatles was recommended
roeder for pain in the’ cars. Phny said that parents used
1 _h heetles around the neeks of young babies as a remedy
: ‘that if tled ahout the necks of children,
them to retam their urine, Powdered
sprmkled upon a protuberatmg eve or
id-to aﬁcrd singular relief?? aceording to-
hat a. preparatlon made by. b0111nrr the beetles
sefu in: red icmo the pains oi blmd hemorrhords

Uinless -touched to an aching tooth; the finger wonld ;-
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These remedies were repeated by Doctor James in his ‘“‘Medical
" Dietionary.”” Galen said that oil in which Searabii had been
_roasted was good for carache, deafness, hemorrhoidal swellings,
and the bites of scorpions. Blscherif recomniended that.the juice.
- of Scarabmus, be applied to the eye, in minute quantities, for .
.- weakness and loss of sight. Such were the virtues of dung
:beetles. _
.+ . Church-yard beetles, Blaps spp., prepaved with oil were ap-
: ".'phed for ear troubles, and used externally for all sorts of dermoid
o affections. In Egypt and the Levant, Blaps suleefe was in addi-
" tiom used against scorpion bites. Women of the Nile country ate .
SR thig species in order to become plump. Accordlng to Pliny othei
l- i gpecies of Blaps were good for leprosy, king’s evil, .wounds,
*“bruises, seabs, ete. The bodies, minus heads, were bruised and
fapphed to the affected parts of the patients’ bodies. Sometimes-.
they were mixed with resin or honey. The musk beetle Aromia
- moschatus, of the Cerambycide, when dried and powdered wa‘;'
. used as a vesieatory and acted like cantharides {Drury, Ins., 1, 9],
: Lady bird beetles, Coceinellid®, were once used for coI:c and -
mieasles. If one or two are mashed and: put into the. eavity of a
 ‘tooth, the pain will be relieved [Jaeger, Life of Amer. Ins., p.’
526] ~Both Galen and Dioscorides refer to Dermestes’ typagf aph-
ious as vesicators and the same speeies was “used by Arabiin .
'physmlans for opening abscesses. The powdered insects rotted -
='i;he flesh when exposed to it sufﬁelently In the Lampyride,”
‘Cardan said that some of the species had anodyne properties
“. and Doctor James stated that the entire insect was used in medl-
" ¢ine against the stone.

“Relative to the blister beetles, Meloidee, ley said that these
ivere msed externally with grape juice or sheep suet and were
.very ‘@ood for the cure of leprosy and lichens and acted as an
B emmenagogue and diuretic for which reason Hippoerates used
& o0 to-preseribe them for dropsy. - The: ‘dried bodies of the blister
[ eetleg "possess strong vesicating- properties.” Used externally
they produce blisters and when used internally, they are a pow-
“erful stimulant. Oil expressed from the beetles was used in
- Glermany -against hydrophobia and. in Sweden in the eure of
'::.Itheumatlsm, ‘by annointing the affected parts.  Doctor James

W
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sald that taken in powder the oil cured the vari or wandering
gout. - In liquor, it was useful in wounds and it was also used
it plasters for ““pestilential bubo” and carbuncles. An oil was
.- prepared by the infusion of the living insects in common ofl.
L 'Accnrdmg to ‘Elgifaki the powdered drug was mixed with vine-
R gar and used against lice and the itch. Elscherif recommended
a Weak maeeratlou of. oil and eantharides for earache, Arabian
- physieians used blister. heetles both externally and mterndllv for
' their diuretic and aphrodisiac properties,
OF .the- Bupresiide,. Phny said that Buprestis incorporated
'W1th goat suet togk away the téttors called ‘“lichenes’” that oceur
in. the fade, . Reférring to beetles of thig family Doctor James -
- Wiote, that’ all, in- common were ‘‘inseptie, exuleerating’’ and
possessed g heatmﬂ' quality”” for which reason ‘‘they were
‘mixed with medxcmes a&apted to the cure of Carcinoma, Lepra,
and the mallcrnant ‘Lichen. - ‘Mixed in emollient pessaries, they
provoke the catememal d1scharge " However the Buprestis of
" the: ancients may ot be the same. genus now and possable they
"were reterrmn’ to Melcldae or Cmmdehdw

-_ ORDER HYMENOPTERA

The Bedeguar or rose gall produced by Cynzps rOSE Was used_ B
iarrhooa and dysentely, andalso for seurvy, stone ‘and _
Cuvier, ‘An, ng Ins., ii, 42.4] ‘Cuvier -also mentions -
- thistle, whlch ‘was- carried in the- ‘pocket as a- remedy
Cagainst: hemorrhages Ma,ny gallsare full of tannin and were .
' --'used medieinally: and in the arts.  Oak galls-are astrmgent and . .
the beet weré suppoqed to come from the Levant _ o
A for ants, ‘Doctor . James said: that these insects ‘“heat and_ _
dry-and melte to. venery " Their acid smell refreshed the vital
" spivits “and they were. said to cure the “Fiora Lepra; -aind
-Lentlwo ” Thelr piipae were “effective aga,mst deafness and cor-
rected the faclal haarmess of children when rubbed thereon, The - .
'01I of ' the house ant by - infusion- was ‘good for gout and palsy ©
{Med_ Diet.], Formie - aeid from ants was long known as a
:rubefaclent The old ““Spiritus Formicarum’’ of the Prussian
- 'Pharmaeopcela was made by niacerating two parts of bruised ants
in three parts of alcohol and ﬁltermg Schroeder prescribed an
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ant preparation for leprosy and for gout and palsy. In Thu-
ringia, a spirit of ants was rubbed on parts of the body in cases
of rheumatism and in Russia the same disease was treated by
pouring boiling water on ants in a vapor bath [Ealand]. Sloane

_said that the Spaniards of the West Indies had a valued medi-

cated earth which he thought consisted of ant nests [Hist: Ja-
waica, i, 221].  And Owen wrote that if a person holds in his -
left hand, the grain of wheat that is carried by an anf and if this
is wrapped in a ““skin of Phoenician dye'” and tied avound the
head of his wife, it will prove to be the ‘‘eause of abortion in
a state of gestation”’ [Geoponica, ii, 148-91. Elscherif of the
Arabian School of Medicine thought that ants were a powerful
aphrodisiac. His words on this subject were, “Take one hundred
of large, black ants and macevate them for three weeks in half an

;. ounce of mot very heavy oil.  Herewith annoint. the urethral
" orifiee to accelerate erections, tension of the yard and a free dis-

charge of the fluids.” Kunzé said that Maine lumbermen ate

* the large black ants, found in pine forests, as an anti-scorbutic.

" In Hindustan and Lahore, according to Doctor Honigberger, '

Mutitly antiguensis was used by native physicians against snake
¢ bites and colic in horses, and was kept by the druggists. . Wasps
- and hornets were formerly used in veterinary medicine. ~ Doctor
" James said, ‘‘the combs of the hornet are recommended in &
<. dreneh for that disorder in horses which Vigetius ealls serophula,
" meaning, I believe, what we cail the strangles.”’  For distemper

" “anid eold in the head, hornets’ nests were smoked under the noses
“--of horses, Honigberger stated that the nests of Vespe erabro had
- anti-spasmodic properties and that the “yellow wasp’’ had prop-
- erties of some importance [Kunzé], Dr. John Hamilton in 1893,
" writing of Polistes, said that although stinging might be a pallia-

tive in some chronic forms of rhenmatism, it could not, from the

_ “nature of the disease, possibly effect a cure. He believed how-
" ever that enough authentic examples existed to show that it might

:be used to advantage in certain neuralgic affections.
Doctor James in his ‘“Medical Dictionary’” said that the-salts

" of bees, Apidee, were volatile and “‘highly exalted’’ and that when

dried, powdered and taken internally they were diuretic and dia-
phoretic. If this powder was mixed with unguents and applied
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o _upon bald: plaees ”_ A tea-made by pouring boiling water upon
hees was ‘preseribed £or violent. strangury. Dried powdered bees

: when other nreans have failed”’ [James].
| Neliont, honey and:wax,. as remedies, were trequently

Pli "Ga_ ete, In Cuba the wax of stingless bees was used
- «in. rémoving corns  and-in southern Brazil the wax of Trigona
. 'qmdr@puwctam var. bipartite was regarded highly by the natives
- for sal'es_ and: pIasters [Sehwarz] According ‘to Ransome, in
the Syriae Book. of Medicing honey is mentioned in more than
00:prese; "ptlons and wax in-over fifty. Doctor James said, “‘all
-hed ing;: molhfymﬂ* and moderately meurning. It is mixed
' le:lig uors 5.8 lemedy for dysentery, and ten bits of the
cof millet, suallowed prevents the eurdling of milk

orical matter such as the use of b'ees as medidn'e‘
: ._Drl_ed_ _po_wd@red. bees : eon_st;tuted the’
n-many: remedies. - To cure hydrophcebia
is two or thres. times a day. - In Slavie coun.

g dinretie to eure ‘hydropS” In thé.““New London

' to the head it was supposed to “‘contiibute to the growth of hair

given to either yitan-or beast ‘“will often o give immediate ease in -
the most: excruclatmg pain, and remove a stoppage in the body'

-'_met tioned by -ancient- writers - ineluding Hippoerates, Celsus, -

‘the: reasts of - nursmw women St Elmansurl of the Arabian -~

1935 herd wa publ" hed ini New York, a hook by D. Boaog_-f-i S
clcentitled 4* B Venom Therapy % ~dn thls work DOetor'

uralgia, aeute rheumatle fever aeute and .
5 and also eall attention- to the research work
o0-thé varlablllty of the injectable bee venom on' .
_he market when his-book was written. Doctor Beck’s work eon- -

led bees were put in water and the patient, took

od y bees eaoked 'Wlth cereals such as barley and corn are -
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~ Digpensatory,”’ 1716, Salmon said, «he whole Bee in powder
. given inwardly provokes Urine, opens all stoppages of Reins, ‘
- preaks the Stone, they are good against Canecers, Sehirrus Tu-
mors, the King’s Bvil, Dropsié, dimness of Sight, for being taken
argooed while they waste the Humor and restore Health; so their
-* Asghes, both made into an Oyufment . . . cause Hair to grow
- speedily in bald places.”” Bee stings were supposed to cure
“ podagra (gout of the foot). R
Many homeopathic physicians used Apis internally in the form
- ob tineture and infusum, and they were successful in the. treat-
.. ment of hydrocephalus of children [Beck]. In Philadelphia in
. 1876 at the World Congress of Homeopathy, H. Goullon read a
"+ paper on Apis and its medicinal qualities. Previously or in 1858,

C w. Wolf,-hpmeopathic physician of Berlin, wrote about the
“poison of the honey bee as a therapeutic agent. Bees were found

‘o be efficacious in ophthalmia, all inflammations of- the mueus
1 membrane, the tongue, mouth, throat, larynx; in the respiratory
e traet, for- coughs, ete. And they were given  extensively for
oo pastritls, naused, vomiting, distension, dysentery, ete., and used
o for arthritis, rheumatism and intermittent fevers. Carbuneles
-and furuncles were ¢ured by covering them with a mixture of
“ honey. and crushed bees. Around 1925 an ointment. containing
e venom and ecalled Forapin- was manufactured in Germany

“and was supposed to possess rubefacient and vesicant properties.”

. Physicians veported this ointment to be useful in-chronic arthrifis,

 “geiatic neuritis and museular rheumatism [Beek].

ERRTE ORDER DIPTERA o

o Pliny q1_mting Varro, said that the heads of flies, applied fresh
. fo a bald spot constituted a ‘‘convenient medicine for the said
Cinfirmity.”  Some used the blood of flies and others mixed the

- ashes of flies and paper for application to bald places. . Pliny

also said that Mucianus carried about him a live fly wrapped in

“"a piece of linen in order to preserve him from ophtthalmia. Di- -

" odorus aecording to Pliny preseribed the taking of four flies in-

" ‘ternally. with rosin and honey for the jaundice and for persons
~ who “were SO streicht-winded that they. could not draw their
- Dbreath but sitting upright.”” ~The larvae of bot-flies (Qestride)

- were used by the aneients as a cure for epilepsy [Kirby & Spencel.
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TR 'ORDER ARANEIDA
~Pliny ‘wrote-that the cobweb of the common ““fly-spider”’ ap-
- plied to the forehead, 'a'.c:i-bss the temples, in a compress, was use-
- ful in defluxions‘of the eyes. However, the web had to be gath-
. ered by a'boy who had not reached puberty. In addition the .
- boy must not show himself fo the patient for three days and dur-
ing that period neither the boy nor the patient must touch the
ground with their bare feet.  Pliny also wrote that the thick pulp
: 'o_f._a_-spidér ’_s*'bo‘dy,’ niixed with oil of roses, was a remtedy for the
Cddrs, and that albugo was cured by an ointment made of a spider
~ and old oil, - Furthermaore, cobwebs were useful when applied
- with oil and vinegar to'a fractured eranium. Cobwebs were also
uséd in stopping bleeding from euts made while shaving,
+ “Moufet in' his ““Theatrum Insectorum,”’ reeords the use of
. spiders in curing gout, 'The spider was caught when neither the -
_sun nor moon were shining. “The legs were pulled off and the
* body was put into a deer’s skin and bound to. patient’s foot where
it wasleft: foirsome time, He' also wrote that an ordinary spi-
web, made into alittle ball; placed on a wart, set on fire, and
llowed to burn to ashes ‘would roast the wart by the roots and it
. would ‘never grow again. , By swallowing a spider in drink, a
' womari’ who' was ‘troubled with a “timpany” was cured. . Tn
~““Domestic Medicine” by Doctor Graham, pills made «of spider -
‘webs ‘were preseribed for the ague and intermittent fevars. Doe:
tor Chapman .in - Elements of Materia Medica: and Therapy,’*
Ph adelphia, 1825, said that with doses of five grains of spiders®
b i'ep_géaftedeirérymfdurth or fifth hiotir, he had eured ““obstinate
termittents, suspended the paroxysms of hectie, overcome mor-
id 1 a:n(__zge_ ___r‘din:ex:cé's'siv_e'nervqu's' mobility, and quieted irri- -
e tation of the system from various causes, and not less as conneeted
. with protracted coughs and other chronic pectoral affections.”” =
. 'The foregoing temedies are all found in the previous works of
Galen ‘and Dioscorides. - Many homeopathie physicians used
piders r'medicines for reducing swelling of the spleen,.
s and hemorrhages from all organs, viclent headaches,
- Tinetures were made by using one part of the live spider
- to. five parts alcohol, by weight, macerating for eight days and
filteripg, - A - :
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In conelusion it may be said that cantharidin, extracted from
the bodies of blister beetles, and used principatly in certain dis-
eases of the nrinogenital system, has many rivals. Formie acid
s now manufactured synthetically.  And although diptevous
.maggots of the genus Wohlfahrtia have recently been utilized in
cleaning up decaved tissue and bacteria, this method is-being
- displaced by the use of synthetic substances derived from urea.
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