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Notes from the President ...

The annual reports of various branches
bemoan the loss of members; the
difficulty of finding a suitable meeting
time and place; and an inability to
persuade visitors to return.

Our January "Priorities" meeting
discovered that growing branches are
"user friendly."

arne tags, intentional socializing with
the unfamiliar faces, and giving the
newcomer a "do-able" chore were
successful strategies. Also, giving of
plants (not the touchy ones that no one
can grow); literature for beginners;
hooking interest to 'remote facts about
various families' to present geography
and habitat di fferences; lots of hands on
teaching with the seasoned members
serving as mentors, are all challenges
that invite deepening interest.

Try initiating study groups on days that
are good for newly interested gardeners­
with the intent of starting a new branch
when the recruits are sufficient to
sustain monthly activities. (Southern
California has cross memberships in
their many branches. Houston is
growing and accommodating a fourth
branch!) And the general opinion was
that a once-a-month meeting was
necessary for camaraderie to develop.
Be inclusive and not exclusive!

Our "Priorities" group said to the
Begollian editor, give us: More pictures
of plants (and better ones!); Beginners'
stuff; Initiate articles using a Zone
Concept (which shall require writers
from our widespread membership that
can condense season happenings in
their area to readable and usable
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content); and New "V-numbers," with
photos, to tantalize hybridizers and our
species researchers.

For our meeting, I copied an article
from a 1988 Begollian (JanlFeb) in
which Bob Hamm asked what should
happen to ABS in the next decade. His
comments are worth reviewing on your
own but one paragraph about Shows
needs immediate discourse: " ... it has to
be remembered that shows, whether
branch, regional, or national are a way
of promoting ASS. The main purpose
of a show is not so that ABS members
can get together to win ribbons; it's for
bringing the public in, showing them
what begonias are, and getting them
interested in growing begonias."

Therefore, public-ity should be directed
where the newly interested can interact
with the experienced. Highly visible
outdoor signage for meetings, and
notices on bulletin boards of local
nurseries can attract attention. And our
Board has suggested matching writers
and photographers so that we can keep a
barrage of begonia articles on the desk
of the local paper's gardening editor;
editors are people who depend upon
constant news sources, so let us be
consistent and constant.

And let us be Creative: stand back and look
at your methods of attraction. Are they
really persuasive? Would you, ifa novice,
be impelled to come to your meeting or
show? And if you were a visitor, what
would you expect to get from a meeting or
show~ Are you "user fiiendly?"

What worked 40 years ago may need
updating: lifestyles are different
although our needs may be the same.

-Bruce C Boardmall
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Bring Them Back Alive,
And Life After Arrival
by
Don Miller,
Horticultural Correspondent

It is always exciting to find a new
begonia on your travels or to find an old
begonia friend that you have lost. But
what is really disappointing is to bring
them home only to see them die. I have
had good results using the following tips
to bring my begonias home alive and to
keep them growing.

First let's suppose you are flying home.
ll's very important that the soil moisture
of your plants not be too damp; they
should be moist, but not wet. If the soil
is too wet and the stem is bruised, it can
easily rot. If they are in clay pots, slip
them out and put in a plastic pot or bag
which is lighter and won't shift. I take
some crumpled paper or plastic and
cover the soil surface and use a rubber
band or tape to hold it in place. If it is a
variety that prefers more humidity, place
it inside a plastic bag. Unfold some
more newspaper and lay your plant six
to eight inches from one comer. Now
adjust the foliage so the leaves are turned
up. Then roll the newspaper around
them. Fold up the bottom and the top
being careful not to damage the foliage.

[ pack a row of plants pot to pot with the
pots to the outside of the suitcase (a
hard-sided one) or box. Then do
another row with the bottom of the pots
next to the opposite side of the shipping
container. The foliage will overlap.
You want to pack enough plants to fill
up the shipping container. [f you don't
have enough begonias to fit it tight, the
rest of the space can be filled with

'<» v¢,

~ '"~ ~

~
crumpled up newspaper sud:"",
empty space remains for the pial>.
shift around. [fyou use a box, make
sure it is sturdy and put extra tape
around the joints and lid. You know
they will be throwing the baggage
around! Be sure to put your name and
telephone number on it. The plants will
survive the rough handling so long as
they are packed tight. If you want to
carry it on, make sure the box is carry­
on size. If you really did overbuy, you
can even take cuttings and leave the
roots and soil ball behind.

[f you are driving, you can pack your
plants in an open box but make sure
you don't close them up in an unvented
car while the sun is shining. This will
heat up and cook them really fast. If
you must lock the car on a sunny day
and can't find shade, put them in the
trunk which doesn't heat up as much.

When I arrive at home, I unpack the
plants immediately. If they are very
small or require more humidity I put
them in a terrarium so they can recuper­
ate from the trip. Remember many
plants you buy will have come from a
greenhouse and to place them immedi­
ately in lower humidity may lead to
their demise. If they show signs of
fading, you can cover them with a clear
drink bottle, bottom removed, and place
them in full shade. Leave the cap on for
a few days, then remove. After a few
more days, you can begin removing the
cover a few hours at a time until they
are hardened off. Sometimes when a
new plant has been shipped there may
be some moss wrapped around the base.
Remove this because it can cause rot.
After a few weeks of such special care,
they should begin to adjust to your
environment.

Volume 65 May/June 1998 85



Branch Tribute to Irene Nuss Hybrids

by Jeanne Jones

years I have loved these
.ing with B. 'Irene Nuss'.

I jt>. ,stchester Branch and, of
course, 1 c ,came addicted. In 1990 after
a Sunday p,esentation at the South Coast
Botanic Garden (part of the Los Angeles
County Arboretum system) we began the
Palos Verdes Branch with twelve mem­
bers. Through the years meeting Rudy
Ziesenhenne, Mabel & Ralph Corwin,
Thelma O'Reilly, Michael Kartuz, Goldie
Frost, and, of course, Irene uss, I have
wished we had tapes of some of their
knowledge. I truly feel more apprecia­
tion should be shown to some of these gi­
ants of the begonia world who have done
so much to enhance our pleasure in these
plants.

So Westchester planned to honor Irene
at our annual Show in July of 1997. She's
a tough lady to surprise, but we gathered
40 of her hybrids from Janet Brown, Elda
Regimbal, Bob Lindgren, Patricia
McElderry, Ramona Parker, Solveig
Helmdahl, Katsuko Nakagawa, Mary
Sakamoto, and myself. We set the plants
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up on a stage in the church social room
where our Show was held. Each plant
had its own label and a large banner was
hung on the stage proclaiming "Irene Nuss
Hybrids". At about 5:30 p.m. Irene ar­
rived with the many, many plants she had
been collecting for the plant sale the next
day. She was surprised! It was such fun
to see her face when she saw her babies
grown up and together.

List of the Irene uss hybrids displayed
included: B. 'Alice ','Allegro', 'Bo­
nanza', 'Catherine N', 'Concerto',
'Croydon', 'Kenilu', 'Pink Jade', 'Kent
Brandon', 'Ross', 'Marion Lindgren',
'Minuet', 'Symphony', 'Eunice Gray',
'Dolly', 'Dunfield', 'Elda Regimbal',
'Elsie Manahan', 'Ethel Albertson', 'Flor
Lei', 'Ken Lau Ren', 'Kenlo', 'Rhapsody',
'Madam Butterfly', 'Snowflakes', 'Stac­
cato', 'Peaches & Cream', 'Hal uss',
'Hannah Serr', 'Irene Nuss', 'Jackie
Brookshire', 'Jona Ross', 'Jumbo Jet',
'Petaloons', 'Regis Way', 'Kentwood',
'Silvermist', 'Minuet', 'Pat McElderry',
and 'Donna Marie'.

r

HYBRIOS
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Irene Nuss In The Golden Age ofBegonias

by Janet Brown

It is a gift of the gods to find an over­
whelming interest in a field of endeavor
that will light a fire that cannot be extin­
guished through the years. Irene Nuss
found that interest and that fire and has
enriched and enlightened begonia lovers
all over the world with the beauty of her
creations.

Beginnings: Forget Fuchsias

Irene Nuss first approached begonias
through fuchsias when a few appeared on
the plant table at Fuchsia Society meet­
ings. She saw that these begonias were
completely different from the bedding type
she had grown before, and her interest was
piqued. In charge of the plant table was
John Thieben, a master grower and horti­
culturist who was the founder of the
Westchester Branch of the American Be­
gonia Society. He encouraged Irene to try
some of his begonias. John thieben saw
something very special in Irene from the
first, and he took this exceptional lady
under his wing. He sensed her great po­
tential, encouraged her at every setback, and
gloried in every success. John Thieben
would be very proud of his protege.

Things did not go well at first. "When
John questioned me about my begonia
plants, I told him they weren't doing very
well and I was taking very good care to
water them just like my fuschias. He
shook his head in disbeliefl" Irene kept
trying with a new watering schedule, and
soon after (1959) John Thieben suggested
organizing a Westchester Branch ofABS.
He asked Irene to write the Constitution
and By-Laws. "I agreed. If this is what it
took to grow these little darlings, I would

do it! I hated to admit failure, which was
all I had up until then in growing bego­
nias."

But lrene persevered and before long
she was growing beautiful begonias from
cuttings. One of her first successes was
B. pari/is Brade which she obtained from
Sylvia Leatherman. Sylvia had picked up
the seed on a visit to the Botanical Gar­
dens in Sao Paulo, Brazil. B. pari/is is
listed in the Thompsons' book as a thick­
stemmed, but at that time it was thought
to be a cane type. When Irene got the
plant, it was about seven inches tall and,
"It grew like a weed. This plant gave me
courage to grow begonias."

Irene talks a lot about all the people
who helped her get started. "People
couldn't do enough for me. 'Do you need
this, do you need that?' I'd ask John, 'Do
you think this is good enough?' And he'd
answer, 'It's good enough, Irene.''' By
the 1962 ABS National Show B. pari/is,
wrapped in a sheet in a 16 inch pot and
over five feet tall, was placed in the fam­
ily station wagon by Irene's son, Kent
Brand Nuss, and driven to the National.
It took Best in Show.

Early on Irene Nuss found her favorite
begonia and her love for the cane types
has never wavered. "It was Edna Korts
who came with the canes. I had been lis­
tening to all these speakers telling about
this kind of a begonia and that one, but
when I sawall those canes with all the
beautiful blooms, I decided I was going
to concentrate on only one type because I
couldn't begin to learn all of it. It just
overwhelmed me."

After winning Best in Show four times
with her canes at the National, the trophy
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Irene Nuss, Eunice Gray,
and B. Eunice Gray

was retired to her and she never entered
competitively again, preferring to let oth­
ers have a chance. She still has the tro­
phy, "And whenever I look at it, I remem­
ber all the wonderful people who helped
me. People are just being so good to me
now, I just don't understand it. I was do­
ing something that I enjoyed and I was
glad that others enjoyed it too."

Hybridizil/g--High Nooll ill
Westchester

And then Irene Nuss turned to hybrid­
izing. Seed growing proved a challenge
and success did not come overnight. At
one point she was almost convinced that
begonias would not start from seed! But
hybridizing was another story and through
hybridizing came a proficiency with seed
that cannot be surpassed. The inspira­
tion for this lifelong pursuit came from a
speaker at a Westchester meeting, Louise
Scherdtfeger. (Her article on hybridizing
appeared in the June 1962 Begonian.) "J
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didn't even know a male from a female
flower at that time. Louise showed us how
to take the pollen and put it on the female
flowers and told us to do it at high noon
when the pollen is dry. "J was captivated
and after the meeting J told everyone,
'Don't bother to call me at high noon;
I'm going to be very busy!'"

Next morning I ran outside to see if I
had a female flower and found one on B.
'Elizabeth Lockhart'. But I couldn't find
any male blooms until at last I discovered
some tiny male flowers on B. sceptrum*'
'Elizabeth Lockhart' had a big cluster of
female bloom, but I pollinated only one
with the sceptrum pollen. Louise had told
us that by nightfall the flowers will close.
In the morning if that pollinated flower is
still closed it has taken. If it's wide open
then you do it again! I was so excited and

Westchester sbeloved Bob Lindgren with his
B. 'Irene Nliss 'which took Best in Show at
Culver City Garden Club in /995.

The Begonian



did not believe it would work. This was
my first try, and it worked!"

The result of that fortuitous cross was
the noble B. 'Kentwood'. 'Kentwood'
began its life in a rather unusual crib--in
fact, a Pyrex casserole dish. Previous
methods of growing seed in large pickle
and mayonnaise jars were cumbersome,
and invariably the little seedlings suffered
from being transferred from these awk­
ward containers. "It was a little Pyrex dish
with a lid on it. I had two and only needed
one for cooking so I put the sterilized mix
in there and in went my hybrid seed and
oh! they came up like grass. The leaves
were so beautiful. Each one had a little
silver marking on it, and they were just
like little eyes looking at me. It was ex­
citing."

Irene was going to name it after her
mother, Hannah Serr, but these seedlings
were getting bigger and taller each day.
"My mother was a little short lady and
they just didn't look like her. I though
I'd better name it Sequoia or something
like that because it was like a huge red­
wood, but then I decided on Kentwood
because we lived in the Kentwood area of
Westchester. And that's how it got its
name."

And so it all began and B. 'Kentwood'
was the start of the dynasty. Irene imme­
diately recognized the exceptional
strength and vigor of her giant baby and
the hybrids that followed were not by
chance, but rather by planned parenthood.
Her choices of pollen were made consid­
ering the attributes of the plant and, if a
hybrid, it's parents. And she seemed to
have an instinct for what would work and
prosper as well. The most famous child
of 'Kentwood' must surely be B. 'Irene
Nuss' known and loved everywhere. Irene
had seen a Belva Kusler hybrid, B.
'Lenore Olivier', at Mabel Corwin's and
fallen in love with it. She was able to

order a plant from Florence Dillard in
Kansas. It was a long time before she had
flowers to use for pollen but the wait was
well worth it. From that cross came B.
'Irene Nuss', 'Alice N', 'Kent Brandon',
'Madame Butterfly', 'Hannah Serr', and
'Hal Nuss', nine in all.

While Irene was waiting for Kentwood
to grow up she was not idle and turned
her deft hand to a cross between two spe­
cies she admired. "I crossed B.
echinosepela Regal with B. venosa. I
thought I was going to get a nice felty long
leaf instead of the round one on venosa.
Well, I didn't get it. I got shiny patent
leather leaves on all of them, and that was
B. 'Eunice Gray', named for my sister. I
could not get over how fast 'Eunice Gray'
grew, blooming with those white fragrant
flowers by the time it was eight inches
high; and it was putting up basal growth,
growing out. So I thought why not put it
on a trellis." B. 'Eunice Gray' took Best
in Show at the National in 1967 on that
trellis and was registered in July of 1968.
The Alfred D. Robinson Medal for this
one was presented to a very surprised Irene
Nuss at the 1972 National.

But another lesson was learned when
Irene tried to cross 'Eunice Gray'. Noth­
ing happened. She mentioned the trouble
she was having to another of her very
important mentors, Rudy Ziesenhenne.
Rudy told her he had had the same prob­
lem with his B. 'Freddie' and that some­
times when you cross two species you get
a "mule" that cannot reproduce. Rudy
encouraged Irene to try new crosses and,
of course, he was a great source for newly
discovered species that were sent to him
for identification from all over the world.

Besides not being able to cross B.
'Eunice Gray' all the offspring ofthe cross
looked exactly alike. "What is good is if
you can take a species onto a hybrid."
(B. 'Elizabeth Lockhart' x sceptrum =
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B. 'Kentwood'; B. 'Kentwood'xlubbersii
='Pink Jade', B. 'Hannah Serr' x lubbersii
= 'Symphony'; B. 'Irene Nuss' x lubbersii
= 'Elsie Manahan', B. 'Kentwood' x
dichroa = 'Silverrnist' which was awarded
the Alfred D. Robinson Medal in 1995.)
"And of course putting a hybrid onto a
hybrid gives you great variation and inter­
esting children. Regardless of the parents
the original plant seems to be the stron­

.gest. I don't take cuttings ofa cutting when
I give someone a plant. It comes from the
original 'Eunice Gray' or 'Kentwood' or
'Irene Nuss'."

Methods

Irene Nuss' genius does not stop at hy­
bridizing. In the early days it was not al­
ways easy to find just what tool was needed
by picking up a garden catalog and or­
dering it. She was able to improvise and
utilize and recycle to accomplish what she
wanted from growing containers to plant
lights. At first the windowsill in the
kitchen provided a perfect spot for grow­
ing seedlings. That was soon filled and a
desk lamp took over, but there was never
enough room. [rene's son, Kent, a junior
high student at the time, had a great idea.
'He said, '1 can build you a light fixture
under the dining room table.' So 1 got a
board from the lumber yard and Kent got
the light fixture. We only had one tube.
He set it up under the table and [ put all
my little plants under there, put my big
lace cloth over it and it just looked gor­
geous and the plants loved it. In the sum­
mertime we entertained on the patio, but
when Thanksgiving and Christmas came
all the plants had to come out, go into the
bedroom. We'd open the table, take the
light fixture out and leave it out till after
Christmas. New Year's Day it was put
back."

For hybridizing she uses a wonderfully
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simple yet effective method for collecting
the pollen which she still does at pretty
close to high noon. "You can't do it first
thing in the morning. If I feel like I'm
going to lose the male bloom 1 pick the
flower and bring it into the house to the
plant room and 1 use a regular egg carton
to store it. Each section has a cup for the
particular pollen and 1 put the name on
the section. So if I had a good female
flower J'd look to see what pollens [ had
and then decide what to cross."

Through all these years when Irene was
hybridizing and introducing new plants,
Rudy Ziesenhenne was there with his sup­
port. "I can't begin to tell you how much
help and encouragement he has given me.
He started me on growing species and
taught me how to grow rare begonias in
terrariums. No problem was too large or
too small-- he was always willing to help.
He insisted on registering my hybrids and
encouraged me in every way. His many
articles in the Begonian are treasures."

All that help and encouragement Irene
Nuss had received through the years she
has returned a thousandfold to all those
who ask for assistance in growing, hybrid­
izing, propagating. She is always willing
to speak at the Southern California
Branches of ABS and will answer any
question with unflagging enthusiasm. She
shares her talent and love of begonias with
everyone and her joy is infectious. She
inspires everyone to make the most of their
talent especially in producing new hy­
brids. Her plant room, the West Room, is
filled with seedlings, new hybrids, plants
for the plant table and the Westchester
Show and also filled with her spirit of
sharing her Jove of begonias with all.

*B. seeptrum is now recognized as a
synomym for B. aconitifolia.
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The Irene Nuss Hybrids:

The Proo/is in the Growing!
Some beautiful hybrid begonias are so finicky they can be grown only in select

locations and by expert growers, but the hybrids that have endured are the ones that
we all can grow whatever our skills or location such as B. 'Erythrophylla', B. '[ucerna',
or B. Thurstonii '. Will some of the Irene Nuss hybrids join this select group? We
know they grow well in California and Charles Jaros' cover photo shows how beauti­
fully they grow in Florida, but listen to other reports from around the country and
then you decide.

In the Southwest

Begonia growers in Texas, especially in
the Houston area, enjoy growing Irene
Nuss hybrdis. They can be grown in a pot
or planted in the garden in our climate.
Planted in the garden they grow tall and
stately and drip with blooms all summer
into late fall, sometimes into December.
Before our first hard frost they should be
cut back and mulched where they rest
until spring. Of all the Nuss' hyrids only
a hand full need to be removed from the
garden before winter.

Grown in a pot the Irene Nuss hybrids
are unsurpassed in performance. They
grow easily and reward the grower or

collector with lush, full plants that are con­
stantly in bloom.

Some of the most popular hybrids here
are B. 'Kent Brandon', 'Croyden',
'Dolly', 'Jumbo Jet', 'Irene Nuss',
'Silvermist', 'Pink Jade', 'Hannah Serr',
'Symphony', 'Ken Lau Ren', 'Elda
Regimbal' and B. 'Ross' to name just a
few, and the list goes on and on.

We thank Irene Nuss for creating such
a variety of hybrids that are easy to grow
and that reward you with lots of blooms,
some of which are even fragrant. They
are great growers.

- Tom Keepin, Houston

n the Pacific Northwest

Most of the Nuss hybrids are fun and
easy to grow in the northwest. [have had
great luck growing B. 'Allegro', 'Elda
Regimbal', 'Hanna Serr', 'Silvermist',
'Chet Nave', and 'Donna Marie'. All of
these plants thrive in my greenhouse. B.
'Silvermist' and 'Hanna Serr' are great
bloomers that never fail to put on a beau­
tiful show ofblossoms. B. 'Donna Marie'
also blooms regularly for me although the
flowers are not as spectacular as those of
B. 'Silvermist' and 'Hanna Serr'.

Temperatures in my greenhouse drop
into the middle 40s during cold winter
nights and can go into the high 90s on
hot summer afternoons. These hybrids do
not seem to object to this wide range of
temperature although I am sure they
would appreciate a slightly more con­
trolled environment. They grow best for
me in fairly high light and lots of fertil­
izer. Mine grow on the top shelves of my
greenhouse which is shaded with 45%
shade cloth during the summer months.
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1feed with both commercial fertilizers and
some organics, specifically blood meal and
epsom salt. 1also add coarse charcoal and
sponge rock to my mix to sweeten and
lighten it. The plants have responded to
this by putting up new, healthy growth
this spring.

Here in the northwest, all begonias ex­
cept B. grandis ssp. evansiana are in­
door plants. We may summer them out­
doors on a covered deck or patio, but they
must come inside for the winter. The Nuss

hybrids seem to be happy with this indoor
life. The only difficulty Ihave experienced
with them is that some seem to be suscep­
tible to mildew, a constant problem with
canes in this climate. I find they must be
sprayed regularly with a good fungicide
or they are quickly overcome with this
pest. These are really lovely begonias that
I would recomend to anyone who enjoys
growing canes.

-Kathy Goetz, Lebanon, OR

In the Northeast
1have grown and enjoyed several ofthe

beautiful Irene Nuss hybrids over the
years: B. 'Eunice Gay', 'Kentwood',
'Silvermist', 'Jumbo Jet', 'Hal Nuss',
'Kenilu', 'Ken Lau Ren', "Irene Nuss',
and 'Alice N.' They are all wonderful in
their different ways, but somehow I guess
my favorite is B. 'Kentwood.'

J first saw a picture of B. 'Kentwood'
in the Begonian of March 1972 illustrat­
ing an article written by Irene. Its eight
foot magnificence really knocked my
socks off and got the acquisitive juices
flowing. I finally found a plant at the
national convention in Boston in 1988. I
brought it home, potted it up, fed it, and
stood back. 1knew it would not equal the
California grown plant, but it came close.

It makes a very healthy and vigorous
background specimen plant which, I hope,
distracts visitors from noticing any spin­
dly non-growing runts down in front.
B. 'Kentwood' blooms rather late in the

And In the Ozarks
[ was overwhelmed when I saw my first

Nuss hybrids exhibited at a SWR Get­
Togther and was overjoyed when 1 found
a small B. 'Irene Nuss' and B. 'Eunice
Gray' in the plant sale. 1was used to fall-
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summer season here and has usually just
reached full bloom when the nights start
to get cool and those bottom leaves start
to fall. Every fall 1 have to cut all my
cane begonias back to two inch stubs in
order to cram them under the benches in
my greenhouse for the winter. This is not
such a hardship as it may seem. It spares
me the sight of cane begonia leaves for­
lornly dropping one by one all winter long.
Canes shoot up so fast after the turn of
the year that it is well worth the wait.

I have tested some of Walter Dworkin's
hybrids and one thing 1 have learned for
sure, if B. 'Kentwood' is in the parent­
age, the seedlings will be big!

B. 'Alice N.', 'Silvennist', and 'Hal
Nuss' have prettier foliage than
'Kentwood' and B. 'Jumbo Jet' has more
gorgeous flowers, but all in all I'll stick
with 'Kentwood.' Thank you, Irene.

-Annette Boree, Great Neck, NY

ing in love with beautiful hybrids, how­
ever, and then bringing them home to
watch them fade away in the tough envi­
ronment I and the Ozarks have to offer
plants: hot, dry summers and long, cold,
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dark winters. I had no greenhouse at that
time.

Imagine my surprise to find that these
two could survive winters in a north win­
dow in our living room. Despite the low
light and drying central heat, they not only
lived but continued growing. Now and
then a bloom even popped out on '[rene
Nuss.' Now that I have a greenhouse,
many of the Nuss Hybrids have some
bloom all winter.

I soon added others including B. 'Pink
Jade', 'Dolly', 'Madame Butterfly', 'Sym­
phony', and 'Jumbo Jet.' You can see I
was attracted by the names as well as the
plants.

If I had to choose three significant cri­
teria to judge hybrids, they would be:
beauty, vigor, and ease of propagation.
These hybrids have met all three criteria.
They propagate so easily in fact that I
cannot give away plants fast enough. I
have found most of these hybrids, except
B. 'Eunice Gray' of course, to be superb
mothers too that yield great seedlings.

Only B. 'Flor Lei' whose gorgeous
bloom clusters cannot fail to enchant and
B. 'Silvermist' have not prospered for me.
The first is such a bloomer that it cannot
seem to add stems and the latter suc­
cumbed one hot, dry summer.

-Freda Holley, Ozone, AR.

Pronunciation of Begonia
Epithets for The Begonian, 65:
May/June 1998

by Jack Golding

*Note! Names used to commemorate a
person or places are the exceptions to rule
five, "Do not accent before the third-from­
the-last syllable." They should be pro­
nounced, as nearly as possible, as in their
native language.

JEER-ow-di-uh,
(Commemorative name
for Gireoud)*

parilis

masoniana

manicata var. man-i-KAY-tuh
aureo-maculata AW-re-{)h [OW-re-oh],

mak-yew-LAY-tuh
MAY-son-i-ay-nuh
(commemorative name
for M.L. Mason)*
pay-REYEL-iz,
pay-REEL-iz
par-vi-FLOH-ruh
ren-i-FORM-is,
veye-ti-FOH-li-uh
san-gwin-EE-uh
schmidt-i-AY-nuh
vel-loh-zi-AY-nuh
ven-OH-suh
ver-si-KOH-Ior

Gireolldia

parvitlora
reneformis

syn. vitifolia
sanguinea
schmidtiana
veUoziana
venosa
versicolor

Section Name

uh-kon-i-ti-FOH-li-uh,
SKEP-trum
BARK-er-eye
kras-si-KAW-liz
DEYE-kroh-uh
DREG-e-eye
suf-fiyew-ti-KOH-suh
ek-in-oh-SEP-a-luh
foh-li-OH-suh
GLAYB-ruh
gland-yew-LOH-suh
GRAND-iz,
e-van-si-AY-nuh
her-BAY-se-uh
LEWY-ber-si-eye, (com­
memorative name for
Louis Lubbers)*
LEWD-vig-i-eye (com­
memorative name for
Ludwig Diels)*
man-i-KAY-tuh

ludwigii

manicata

aconitifolia
syn. sceptrum

barkeri
crassicaulis
dichroa
dregei

syn. suifruticosa
echinosepala
foliosa
glabra
gJandulosa
grandis subsp.
evansiana

herbacea
lubbersii
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Unidentified
Begonia Species List

Thelma O'Reilly, Project Director

B. U257 EI Valle, Panama. Seed
collected in a private garden by Roberto
Brin, 1990. (Begonian, SF (Seed Fund)
1990: pp. 68-70) Semperflorens. Leaf
blades green, round. Flowers deep pink.

B. U258 Mexico. Seed imported to
Seed Fund Director, 1990. (Begonian,
SF 1990, pp. 109-110) Rhizomatous.
Leaf blades green. Identified as B.
man/cola by Thelma O'Reilly. B. U260. Photo by Don Milia

B. U259 Morona, Santiago Province,
Ecuador. Seed and plant material
collected by Don Miller on a road from
Mendez to Morona, July 1989. Habitat:
Growing in rocks on a vertical cliff in a
sunny location. B. parviflora and B.

B. U. 265 Photo by Jack Golding.
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glabra grow nearby. Elevation 3000 Ft..
Shrub-like. Mature stem 30 cm. Leaf
blades green, cordate, 3 cm. x 3 cm.,
glabrous with 6 nerves. Petioles red in
sun, green in shade, glabrous. Flowers
white, few with 4 male tepals.

B. U260 Morona, Santiago Province,
Ecuador. Plant material collected by
Don Miller on a new road from Mendez
to Morona, July, 1989. Habitat:
Growing in grass covered soil on side of
road in full sun. Elevation 2000 ft.
Shrub-like. Leaf blades bare, green,
elliptic with acuminate apices, basally
oblique, marginally serrulate. Flowers
many, white with 4 male tepals. Collec­
tor noted resemblance to B. foiiosa but
flowers larger.

B. U261 Morona, Santiago Province,
Ecuador. Plant material collected by
Padre Angel M. Andretta, 1988-89. For
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the complete story and description of
this remarkably beautiful begonia
species discovered by well-known
Ecuadorian collector and guide, Padre
Andretta, read "A Black Beauty from
the Dark Jungles of Ecuador" by Don
Miller in the Begonian, January/
February 1991.

B. U262 Peru. No information
available about this seed. (Begonian,
SF 1990, pp. 109-110)

B. U263 Chiapas, Mexico. (Bego­
nian, SF 1990: 108-110.) Seed collected
by Steven Wells, 1990. The Seed Fund
habitat information is incorrect. Listed
information applies to B. U253. Read
article in the NovemberlDecember
Begonian 1989, pp. 224-225.

B. U264 Northern Thailand. Seed
collected by Scott Hoover at Huai Sai
Lieng waterfall at Doi Inthanon
National Park in Chiang Mai Province,
1990. Habitat: SW slope above main
falls under large rock outcrop.

B. U265 Northern Thailand. Seed
collected by Scott Hoover in Doi
rnthanon National Park, Chiang Mai
Province, 1990. Habitat: Shady, dry
embankment in forested area 100 m.
along trail from parking area to Mai
Pan waterfall. Elevation 4000 ft.
(Begonian SF 1990: pp. 189-190)
Rhizomatous. Collector notes that this
species resembles rhizomatous type
from Neotropics with habit lacking
secondary branching above the ground.
Few flowered inflorescences.

All Types ofBegonias
Many New Hybrids

Tropical Plant Catalog
New for 1998

Catalog is Free

Sunshine State Tropicals
6329 Alaska Avenue

Dept. 123
New Port Richey, FL 34653

813-841-9618
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Basic Genetics for Begonia Hybridizing
by Tracy McLellan

Hybrid plants with
desirable characteris­
tics can be propagated
by cuttings to make
new plants similar to
the original hybrid.
But what if those inter­
esting traits occur only
in seedlings? For ex­
ample, some hybrids
between plants in the
B. dregei group would
make great cultivated
plants, but the caudex,

or swollen stem base,
that characterizes this group occurs in its
large and attractive form only in plants
grown from seed. Begonias have both
male and female flowers, and usually will
set seed with their own pollen, making
self-pollination possible. Can I self-pol­
linate one of my hybrids and expect that
the offspring will be the same as their
parent, and then name a new eultivar?
The answer to this is NO--the hybrid had
two different copies of many genes, and
the combinations passed on to the next
generation will differ between individu­
als, just as brothers and sisters with the
same parents are not identical to each
other.

I have heard begonia growers say things
such as, "If I can tell two plants apart,
then they are different species." And "We
are not growing pure species because

Thi.\ 1I1'/icle introduces a series that Tracy
McLellan has agreed to write for us on this
important topic.

lottery: we can predict the probability of
various combinations occurring; however,
we can say very little about what will hap­
pen in anyone plant and the chance of

We received half of our genes from our getting exactly the combination we want
mothers, half from our fathers (actually a is not very likely.
tiny bit more from Mom, - __-.n:.-",.",.,..
but we will ignore that),
and therefore have two
copies of each of the ap­
proximately 21 ,000 func­
tional genes that make up
the plant. A lot of what
we see when we cross
plants depends on
whether: (1) those two
copies are the same or
di fferent from each other
and (2) how many genes,
of the possible 21,000,

B. dregei. with Gnd without spots.
are involved in the traits
for which we are looking. In this article,
I will discuss the issue of genetic varia­
tion within parents of crosses, and in a
subsequent article, will explore the issue
of the number of genes involved in plant
characteristics.

Hybrids are plants that originated as
seedlings with two different parents,
which could have been species or hybrids
themselves. What we see in hybrids is a
product of what was in the two parents.
If one of the parents was itself a hybrid,
then we can expect that the offspring will
differ greatly from each other, because that
hybrid parent had different versions of
some of its genes from its two parents,
and the one it passes on to its offspring
will be various combinations of those. Just
which com hi nations occur depends on
chance. In many way, genetics is like a
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when I selfa plant not all of the seedlings
are exactly the same." We seem to as­
sume that species will have no variation
when they are selfed, and that species
should be completely uniform, but species
are not inbred strains which are geneti­
cally homogeneous. Certainly species
should have less variation in their selfed
offspring than hybrids will. But there
are few "pure" species in the world, in
the sense that they are genetically homo­
geneous. Perhaps begonia growers are so
accustomed to producing clones (geneti­
cally identical copies) of begonia plants,
which we do when we propagate from
cuttings and leaves, that we expect genetic
uniformity within species. My favorite
example in talking about genetic purity
in species is domestic cats. I can certainly
tell my cats apart from each other, and
(had they not been steri Iized) a cross be­
tween them would result in a wide vari­
ety of kittens, most of which would not
look like either parent. However, there is
no question that they are from a single
species.

Normally there is variation between
individuals within a species, and begonias
are no exception. In many of the African
begonias, spots appear on the leaves of
seedlings, but not the later leaves. In Be­
gonia dregei, there is often variation be­
tween individuals in the presence of spots
on seedling leaves in plants at a single
place. They are undoubtedly of a single
species, and plants, when selfed, will pro­
duce a mixture of offspring with respect
to spotted leaves. There is a single gene
for spotting, and each plant has two cop­
ies ofthe gene, but the copies can be dif­
ferent from each other. Some seeds re­
ceive two copies of the gene for no spots,
some receive two copies of the gene for
spots, and some receive one copy of each
version and their leaves are green, but
25% of selfed seedlings will be spotted.

A species name applies to all plants within
the range of variation described for that
species. On the other hand, the name of a
hybrid or cultivated variety (cultivar) re­
fers to only a single plant and the plants
that have been propagated vegetatively
from it so that they are all genetically iden­
tical.

Would it be possible to recreate an old
hybrid by repeating the original cross be­
tween the two parent species? There are
times that this might seem desirable, since
some of the older hybrids seem to get
"worn out" from repeated propagation. A
cross between the same two species could
certainly be tried, but given what was just
said about variation within species, it is
very unlikely that any of the resulting
plants would be identical to the old hy­
brid. This is because there was probably
some variation in those original parent
species, and there was something of a lot­
tery determining which versions of genes
went into the original hybrid. If the cross
was repeated with species that have been
in cultivation for a long time, there might
well be less variation in them than in wild
plants, because the repeated selfing that
we do to propagate species by seed results
in a loss of some of that variation. Then
there is also the problem that mutations,
or changes in genes, occur over time, and
we might have additional variation that
was not present in the original parents.
So go ahead, repeat the cross, but do not
expect an exact copy of the original. If
distinct enough, a new hybrid could be
named. However, it certainly should not
be given the old hybrid name because the
chances ofbeing the same are vanishingly
small.

There is a similar problem when hy­
brid offspring from a cross appear very
similar to other hybrids. If they are not
distinct from another hybrid, do you give
them a name that is already in use?
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Brothers or sisters can look very similar
to each other, but unless they are identi­
cal twins, they are not exactly the same at
all of their genes. If the new hybrid looks
a lot like another, it is not distinctive
enough to merit a new name. But giving
it an old name when it had a different ori­
gin, could lead to great confusion because
not everything will be the same. Do they
have the same susceptibility to powdery
mildew? Is the structure of the flowers
the same? Do they tolerate high or low
temperatures in the same way? These are
among many traits as well as size and
color of flowers that can be detennined
by genes and may not be obvious until the
plants have been grown for a long time
under a lot of conditions.

Understanding genetics can give us a
lot of power to produce the hybrids with
combinations of characteristics we would
like to see. How about combining leaves
the shape of B. suffi'uticosa (now consid­
ered to be a form of B. dregei) and the
leaf surface of B. masoniana? If the par­
ents were willing to cross with each other,
we could design a program that would
result in such a plant. It might take sev­
eral generations and a lot of little plants,
and just how many depends on the

number of genes that are involved in de­
tennining the traits we want to see. That
will be the subject of the next article on
genetics for hybridizing.

Begonia Bytes
by Kathy Goetz,

Internet Editor

Great news, the begonia discussion list
is back on-line. There are currently 61
subscribers, ranging from complete begin­
ners to very experienced growers. The
discussions have ranged over a wide vari­
ety of subjects from how to grow specific
varieties to more general begonia topics.
If you would like tojoin us it is easy. Just
send e-mail tomajordomo@scraps.dnc.net
with the words subscribe begonias in the
body ofthe message. This will add you to
the list of subscribers. The address for
posting messages is begonias@dnc.net.
I hope many of you will join us. We are
having a great time chattering about be­
gonias on-line.

You can reach Kathy at her e-mail ad­
dress goetzk@llllc.net.

We specialize in Rhizomatous, Cane, Rex, and minia­
ture Begonias. We also carry Orchids, Rare Plants,
Peperomias, Episcias, Hoyas, Ferns & more. Send a
long self-addressed double stamped envelope for our
price list.

We invite you to visit our beautiful tropical garden nursery.

Paul Hammock Orchid Estate, Inc.
Dept. B * 9995 S. W. 66th St. * Miami, FL. 33173 * (305) 274-9813

Hours - Mon-Fri 9-5 * Saturday 9-4
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Conservation News
by Tamsin Boardman,

Conservation Chair

Kelton Resigns

On February 10 Kelton Parker re­
signed as Curator of Begonias at the Fort
Worth Botanic Garden, taking early re­
tirement. He had been scheduled to retire
at the end of August.

Starting in 1980 with a small number
ofbegonias, Kelton had built an outstand­
ing collection of over a thousand species
and cultivars and was instrumental in
starting the world's first begonia species
bank. He was also assembling a research
library and, with the help ofvolunteer Eve
Fox, setting up a computer database list­
ing locations of begonia literature world­
wide.

Kelton corresponded with many ABS
members and with begonia lovers and
botanic gardens all over the world. He
was generous in sending out begonia lit­
erature, cuttings, and plants, and espe­
cially in sharing his knowledge and giv­
ing of his time--he was always willing to
talk begonias despite his many other du­
ties at the Garden.

ASS owes a tremendous debt of grati­
tude to Kelton and his dedication. We
hope his interest in begonias will continue,
that we haven't lost him. If you would
like to send him a note of appreciation,
Kelton's home address is: 4525 N. Hwy.
171, Cleburne, TX 76031.

The Fort Worth Botanic Garden re­
mains committed to the collection, and
hiring of a new Curator is expected this
spring. He or she will have to fill some
mighty big shoes.

From Sumatera

Scott Hoover reports in a letter to Ann
and Gene Salisbury dated February I that
his collecting started a bit later than ex­
pected because ofdelays in the paperwork.

However, he and his associate, Dr.
Harry Wirandata, had collected seed often
species from four mountains, including a
rhizomatous type from Mt. Kerenci that
resembled Latin American begonias in the
section Gireoudia. Four or five were spe­
cies he had not encountered before, and
may be new; these were present in large
number. After a difficult hike up a stream
on Mt. Pateh he found about twenty-four
species, two new, at 4,000 ft. elevation.
He was excited about a small begonia with
orange-red flowers and oblong, slightly
winged fruit; plants in bloom covered a
cliff above the stream, but unfortunately
Scott was only able to find one young seed
pod. As expected, most species have been
found by waterfalls and along the sides of
streams.

Seed collected will be sent to the
Salisburys for testing and then distrib­
uted to donors and to the ABS Seed Fund.

1998 Nominating Committee

Bruce Boardman leads us in thanking
the 1998 ABS Nominating Committee. In
his letter to Chair Tom Keepin, he says:
''I'm delighted with the hard work and
results obtained by your committee. It
speaks well for our organization to have
so many qualified p"rsons willing to run
for offices. It also speaks well of you and
your committee to have contacted and
gotten commitments from them. So a Big
ABS 'Thank You' to you and to your
committee members Ramona Parker and
Beth Castellon.
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American Begonia
Society Election 1998

About the Candidates

For President:

Bruce C. Boardman is a member
of the Dallas Area Branch (TX) who is
completing a first year as President of
ABS. He is a fonner ational Director
for Southwest Region. He has served as
ABS 2nd Vice-President for 2 years, and
as 1st VP for I year. He has also served
as Conservation Chair and has worked
on the Begoniall staff for 8 years.

Charles Jaros has held numerous
offices within the local Branches and
ABS. He is Past President of the Miami
and Palm Beaches Branches, has been
3rd Vice President of ABS, and was
1985 and 1993 ABS Convention
Chairman. He is currently ABS Slide
Librarian and has served on the Nomi­
nating Committee and Awards Commit­
tee for ABS. He received the ABS'
Herbert P. Dyckman Service Award in
1993.

For 1st Vice President:

Gene Salisbury is scrving this year
as Ist Vice President. He is well-known
to everyone after two years as ABS
President. He continues to serve ABS
as a Judge and he is a ational Director
for the Southwest Region.

Morris Mueller is a member of the

Sacramento Branch of ABS which he
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has served as President, Vice President,
and ational Director. He is also an
associate member of the San Francisco
Branch and a member of the Southwest
Region. He loves growing begonias,
attending the national conventions, and
being active in ABS.

For 2nd Vice President:

Don Miller is currently serving as 2nd
Vice President. He is a winner of the
Eva Kenworthy Gray award and has
performed many duties for ABS. He
writes a regular column for the SWR
Begonia Leaflet of which he has also
been editor and has written many articles
for the Begonian. He has gone on
collecting expeditions to search for new
begonia varieties. He has been very
active with the SWR including holding
several offices.

Helen Spiers has been a driving
force in organizing the three Houston
area Branches. She has served as an
officer and/or ationa! Representative
for all three branches. She has served on
the ABS board for six years and was
Vice Director of the Southwest Region
for two years. She co-hosted the ABS
Convention in 1997 and the Southwest
Region Get-Together in 1992.

For 3rd Vice President:

Mary Bucholtz is currently serving
as 3rd Vice President. She is also
Chairperson of Branch Relations and has
held other offices as well as being an
ABS Senior Judge. Her writings and
photos have appeared frequently in the
Begonian. She keeps Branch communi­
cations going and assists those trying to
organize new branches.

The Begonian



Howard G. Berg joined ABS in
1966 and has been a member of the
Knickerbocker Branch since 1968. He
was one of the founding members of the
Chicago Branch and served as its initial
president. He has served the
Knickerbocker Branch as president for
four terms over the years and is cur­
rently the treasurer. He has served ABS
and 3rd Vice President in the past.

For Secretary:

Richard Mcnair is currently serving
as ABS Secretary. He has been very
active in the Buxton Branch of ABS and
has been a diligent behind the scenes
worker for ABS. He never fails to
support both the annual conventions and
the ABS Board by attending and
contributing to each meeting.

Andrew (Andy) Conely joined the
San Miguel Branch of ABS in 1959 and
was active there for some years. Now,
he has been instrumental in organizing
the new Rocky Mountain Branch of
ASS which already has 18 active
members.

For Treasurer:

Carol Notaras has been our Trea­
surer for the past five years besides
having served two tem1S as President
before that. She is an active member of
the San Francisco and Sacramento
Branches, is a volunteer with the
tuberous begonias at Golden Gate
Conservatory, and was Convention chair
in 1989.

Official
1998 ABS Ballot

If there are two ABS members in your
household, you will receive a second
ballot by mail. Please do not dupli­
cate the ballot.

Ballots must be received by July 21.
Votes will be counted on July 22.

The ABS Bylaws Article VII - Election
Section 5 state: "The Committee shal
in validate any ballot containing any
writing other than the marks necessar
to register votes for candidates
nominated under the procedures
provided for under these Bylaws "

The Ballot Counting Committee
reminds members that the ballot is
voided ifpersonal remarks or addi­
tions are made on the ballot.

Please don i invalidate your vote!
Comments may be made on a separat,
sheet ofpaper.

OFFICIAL BALLOT
AMERICAN BEGONIA

SOCIETY ELECTION 1998

For President:

o Bruce C. Boardman

o Charles Jaros

Continued on Reverse
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For 1st Vice President:

:J Gene Salisbury

:J Morris Mueller

Znd Vice President:

:J Don Miller

:J Helen Spiers

8'or 3rd Vice President:

] Mary Bucholtz

] Howard G. Berg

Por Secretary:

] Richard Macnair

] Andrew Conely

Por Treasurer:

) Carol Notaras

Mail to:
Ballot Counting Chair
Ingeborg A. Foo
1050 Melrose Way
Vista, CA 92083

USA

7/ip & Mail: Must be received byJuly 21.

02

This article takenji"O/Ilthe May 1942 issue of
the Begonian concludes the 3 part series on
Water by Rudolph Ziesenhenne.

WATER, Part III
by Rudolph Ziesenhenne

Having discussed the role of water in
its scientific relation to plant growth, now
let us consider the more practical subject
of when and how one should water.

Other things being equal, experiments
tend to prove that it is best to water plants
in the late afternoon, next best to water in
early morning, and least desirable to wa­
ter in the middle of the day. A logical
reason for the midday watering giving the
poorest results is that at that time there is
the greatest variation between the tem­
perature of the soil and the water which
is applied, and the sudden lowering of the
temperature results in a lessening of the
water intake of the plant as well as a
checking of the growth of soil bacteria.

How often one should water depends on
various physical conditions. Plants in
various positions will require water at dif­
ferent intervals For this reason, especially
if preparing soil for tuberous begonias, it
is advantageous to prepare at one time suf­
ficient soil for the potting job at hand, so
that uniform growth will result.

One point of interest to remember is that
a plant which has been in a pot for quite a
while will have a very well-developed root
system and will need more water than a
newly transplanted one. For this reason,
if you are going on a trip or vacation for a
few days, and are not sure your plants will
be watered sufficiently, repot the plant and
water well before leaving.

It is possible to tell the moisture con­
tent of a pot by tapping it gently with the
hose nozzle; if it makes a ringing sound,

Continued 011 page J09.
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Growing Organic
or,
Just What Do We Mean?

by Tamsin Boardman

Recently I was challenged to answer
three questions about growing begonias
organically. The first two involved show­
ing, the third one is more complicated:

I. Why is there an organically grown
division in begonia shows?

To show that it's possible to grow great
begonias without chemicals. Ideally, I'd
like to see all begonias grown that way,
for their own sake, yes, but more espe­
cially for their grower's health. Then we
wouldn't need an organic division.

2. How do we know entries are organi­
cally grown?

This is an easy one. In any show, how
do we know that entrants abide by the
rules? How can we know, for certain, that
each entry has been owned and grown by
the entrant for the required six months (or
three, or nine, depending on the show
schedule)? The only answer is trust. All
our shows are founded on trust: that the
entrants abide by the rules, that the place­
ment committee shows each plant to its
best advantage, that the judges are edu-

cated and impartial, that the placemen
clerks put the right ribbons by the righ
plants, that no one pinches or takes hom
someone else's plant. If it's any comfon
organic growers tend to be idealists, an,
truthful.

3. What exactly is organic growing
anyway?

This is the hard one. There is genera
agreement that engineered pestici~e

would be excluded in an organic growm:
program. But does this include alcoha
on a Q-tip? soap? pyrethrum and tobaccc
potent poisons of plant origin?

For fungicides there's baking soda an,
sulphur. Is there anything else?

For real confusion, what do you use fo
potting soil? The oldies like oak leafmol,
and hoof-and-hom meal are hard to fine
blood meal and bone meal are organic
all right, but both are now suspected a
possible carriers of "mad cow" disease.
Perlite and vermiculite are natural sub
stances, but physically altered; both ca
cause lung problems. There are few or
ganic mixes on the market, and most ar
aimed at vegetable growers.

Fortunately, fertilizers are easy. Som
are available in your kitchen: sugar, rna
lasses, apple cider vinegar. Others can b
found in garden centers: kelp, vitamim
lava rock, and soft rock phosphates. Als
at garden centers are soil additives lik
earthworm castings and various compost

The Association for plant &
flower people who grow in
hobby greenhouses and windows!

Quarterly Magazine Growing & Maintenance Help & Advice
Dues: USA $19 (Canada and Mexico $21 _. Overseas $22, US. funds/MOl
Sample magazine $3.50, Directory of Greenhouse Manufacturers $2.50

Hobby Greenhouse Association (non-profit)
8 Glen Terrace, Bedford, MA 01730-2048
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md vitamin/mineral supplements like
Superthrive.

The USDA has entered the picture and
.viII be setting standards for certifying
xganic growers. Unfortunately, they con­
;ider irradiated food, milk from cows on
10rmones, and genetically engineered
Jlants "organic", which certainly does
Iway with the idea that natural is the way
:0 go. The proposed regulations would
Iiso permit chemical additives as "inert"
ngredients--these would not have to ap­
Jear on the label, so you wouldn't know
.vhat you'd be using.

Even among dedicated organicists,
:here's room for disagreement on specif­
cs. Here's what I do, which mayor may
lot meet everyone's criteria; I: I. try to
neet each plant's cultural requirements
'or light, water, temperature range (this
s the hardest part); 2. keep dead leaves
md spent flowers removed; 3. don't grow
:he mildew-susceptible begonias and
lepend on warmth and light to protect the
'est; 4. avoid all pesticides--a plant whose
leeds are being met doesn't need them
:but I do have spiders in my greenhouse,
md use soap if an infestation gets out of
land); 5. use a mixture of I cup liquid
:eaweed, I cup fish emulsion, 1/4 cup
tpple cider vinegar to 4 gallons of water
ideally, twice a month; in real life, when
ime allows). Occasionally, I add 10
lrops of Superthrive and/or use 1/4 cup
no lasses.

There are problems I haven't solved.
t's 65 miles to the nearest feed store that
:arries organic fertilizers and an organic
:oil; that soil is peat-based, and I prefer
lark. It's also great for six months or so,
hen tends to cake. Finding time for
'epotting (or anything else) is difficult.

Despite good intentions, things get out
)fhand. In January after the Board meet­
ng, Wanda and Dick Macnair came
lown and spent their holiday repotting
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(Wanda estimates I have two and a half
months of repotting left to do), taking and
setting cuttings. We also treated a dozen
or more plants, with soap, for mealies,
scale, and mildew--the mildew was a
brand-new variety that even Wanda hadn't
ever seen, a distinction of sorts.

Even with the problems, I feel good
about going organic. I'm learning, and
it's getting easier. My begonias are hap­
pier than they were in the bad old days.
At the 1996 SWR Get-Together in Dal­
las, I received two Cultural Awards for
organically grown begonias! I don't get
rashes or breathing problems after work­
ing with my begonias, I feel safe having
my granddaughters in the greenhouse, and
(except after feeding with fish emulsion)
my greenhouse smells great.

'NOTE: These products were safe in the past.
Unfortunately, someone came up with the idea
of using slaughterhouse remains as a cheap
additive for cattle feed. No one considered
that (I) cattle are herbivores, not carnivores
and (2) this was an outstanding way to spread
bacteria, pathogens, disease. The contamina­
tion extends to gardening products like bone
meal and blood meal (the USDA has recently
issued warnings on these) and manure (no
warning yet). Know your sources, or don't
use these products.

Sweet Tip for Flower Beds: Everyone
knows sugar is generally bad for you, so here's
an unusual suggestion: buy sugar. Not only
refined white sugar but any form will do:
brown, honey, molasses, syrups, even hard
candy. No harm will come to you; just don't
put it in your mouth. Add it, believe it or not,
to your garden beds. Microbes love the stuff.
All those tiny creatures that work the soil and
break it down into a fluffy fi-iable growing me­
dium go ape for sweets. They've even been
known to break down tree stumps sprinkled
with sugar or doused with gummy molasses
and yes, its grand for your compost pile too.
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Begonias plus 1500 tropicals
and rare houseplants
Color Catalog $3.00

LOGEE'S GREENHOUSES
Dept. B., 141 North Street

Danielson, CT 06239
860-774-8038

Begonia Cuttings and
Plants

Send $2.00 for 1998 list
Kay's Greenhouses

207 W. Southcross Blvd.
San Antonio, TX 78221-1155

LOS ANGELES INTERNATIONAL
FERN SOCIETY

INVITES YOU TO JOIN
GROW HARDY AND TROPICAL FERNS

MEMBERSHIP INCLUDES:
SUBSCRIPTION TO THE LAIFS JOURNAL

(6 ISSUES) WITH FERN LESSONS,
SPORE STORE,BOOK STORE,SUPPLY STORE,

LENDING LIBRARY, GENERAL MEETINGS
HAVE LARGE PLANT TABLES
DOWNEY STUDY GROUP

SOUTH COAST STUDY GROUP
PLEASE SEND YOUR CHECK OR MONEY

ORDER OF $20.00 OR $24.00 FOR FIRST
CLASS TO:

LOS ANGELES INT'L FERN SOCIETY
P.O. BOX 90943 PASADENA, CA

91109·0943

Join the Nationat
Fuchsia Society

MEMBERSHIP $15 per year includes bi­

monthly FUCHSIA FAN. The new A

to Z on Fuchsias abridged version $6.95
plus $1 shipping (CA residents add $.42
tax.) Mail to: National Fuchsia Society,

11507 E. 187 St., Artesia CA 90701

LAURAY of SALISBURY
Begonias, Gesneriads, Orchids

Cacti & Succulents
432 Undermountain Road, Rt. 41

Salisbu ry, CT 06068-11 02
Call ahead (860) 435-2263

1998-99 Catalog $2.00

GESNERIAD CORRESPONDENCE

CLUB

RON & LOIS KRUGER, EDITORS

207 WYCOFF WAY WEST, EAST BRUNSWICK r
08816 Membership $5 US; $6.76 Canada; $12

Foreign; Braille $5 (all payable US funds to
Ron Kruger)

includes a bi-monthly newsletter; seed & tuber
funds, round robins; listing of pen pals

with various plant interests.

CELEBRATfNG 10YEARS OF PLANT

FRIENDSHIPS

"THE AMERICAN

IVY SOCIETYINC

AIS is the International Registration Authority for
Hedera. provides sources for new and unusual ivies

publishes three ivy newsletters, Between the Vines,
and one IVY Journat a year with reports on research

hardiness testing, life-sized photos of ivies. Each member also reives an ivy plant.
Membership: General $15; Institutional $25; Commercial $50.

Information: American Ivy Society, P.O. Box 2123, Naples, FL 34106·2123

/ Pacific Horticulture
a quarterty journal about plants and gardens of the West

PUBLISHED BY THE NON-PROFIT PACIFIC HORTICULTURE FOUNDATION
MAKES A FINE GIFT FOR GARDENERS!

SUBSCRIPTIONS ARE $20/YEAR USA, $23/YEAR CANADA AND MEXICO, $25/YEAR OTHER COUNTRIES

SEND CHECK, VIA OA MASTER CARD TO:

PHF, Box 485, BERKELEyCA 94701-0485
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Clayton M. Kelly Seed Fund Listing
II

rhe seedfund is a service to members
.nly. It is a privilege ofyour member­
hip.

>ISCLAlMER: The seeds distributed by
he Seed Fund are identified as received
Tom the donors. The Seed Fund cannot
:uarantee that the identifcation is correct.
"'hen you find that seeds received from
he Seed Fund do not develop into the
dant expected, please notify the Seed
;und so that a warning can be published
or others who may have received seeds
rom the same batch. Each offering will
,e identified by a code and that code
hould be used whenever writing to the
:eed Fund about seeds. Thank you!

'he Seed Fund would appreciate receiv­
ng donations of any fresh seed. Our
upply is very limited at this time.
'lease be careful to identify open poUi­
lated seeds and keep them separated
rom known self-pollinated seed. Thank
ou!

'ackets of species seeds are $1.50 each
nd all packets of hybrid seeds are 50
ents each, except rare seed are $2.00
er packet. California residents please
dd 7.75% sales tax.

ell orders must be accompanied by
heck or money order payable ONLY in
IS funds to the Clayton M. Kelly
eed Fund.

'osts of mailing:

IS only: 1-12 packets $1; 13-24, $1.35;
5-36, $1.7\; 37-48 (2 cans), $2.30; 49­
0, $2.66.
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Canada only: 1-12 packets, $1.10; 13­
24, $1.46; 25-36, $1.82; 37-48 (2 cans),
$2.35; 49-60, $2.71.

Mexico only: 1-12 packets, $1.15; 13­
24, $1.51; 25-36, $1.87; 37-48 (2 cans),
$2.50; 49-60, $2.81.

All other international mail: 1-12
packets, $1.85; 13-24, $2.68; 25-36,
$3.68; 37-48, $4.68; 49-60, $5.68

Please send your order with payment to:

AMEIDCANBEGOMASOCffiTY
CLAYTON M. KELLY SEED FUND

Eleanor M. Calkins, Coordinator
910 Fern Street

Escondido, CA 92027-1708

Species Seeds

MJ98-1 B. crassicautis
MJ98-2 B. dregei syn. sufJruticosa
MJ98-3 B. glandulosa
MJ98-4 B. herbacea
MJ98-5 B. lubbersii
MJ98-6 B. ludwigii
MJ98-7 B. reniformis syn. vitifolia
MJ98-8 B. sanguinea
MJ98-9 B. schmidtiana

Cultivar Seeds

B. 'Lana'
B. 'Texas Star'
B. 'Joy Porter' hybrids

MJ98-1 B. crass/caulis Lindley
(Guatemala) Rhizomatous, loses all
leaves; then, before new leaves appear,
puts on a great shower of flowers held
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The leaves ofB. ludwigii, below are
dramatic, but you are unlikely to see
the lovely juvenile leaves.lefi, with their
white spots unless you grow its plants
from seed.
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high above the rhizome. the leaves are
deeply incised, large, glossy. This
begonia is not temperamental.

MJ98-2: B. dregei syn suffruticosa
Otto & Dietrich (South Africa) A
highly variable species characterized by
i large caudex at the base of the stem,
m erect stem with swollen nodes and a
Jrofusion of small dark green leaves.
[his begonia is often called a "maple
leaf' begonia. There are many white
Jlossoms in late winter and summer.
[he caudex can be exposed so that the
Jlant is grown as a bonsai.

MJ98-3: B. glandlosa W. 1. Hooker
:Mexico) Rhizomatous, medium size
~reen leaves with prominent slightly
kpressed palmate veins, white flowers.
;ee Begonian, Aug. 1981, p. 178.

MJ98-4: B. lIerbacea Yellozo (Brazil)
m ephiphytic rhizomatous plant with
ance like leaves with no petiole. The
'ragrant white blossoms arise directly
from the rhizome deep amongst the
'oliage. (Note this seed is very short
ived and testing is not complete;
;pecifiya substitute if ordering in case
his seed is not viable.)

MJ98-5: B. lubbersii Morren (Brazil)
:mported on a tree fern to Brussels,
3elgium in 1880. Cane like, spreading,
'ather difficult species with very large
~reenish white fragrant flowers and
laarrow, double pointed deep green
eaves.

MJ98-6 B. ludwigii Irrnscher (Ecua­
lor) Trunk like, non-ramified with
:reamish white flowers in spring and
;ummer, striking deeply lobed leaves
ipped with white.
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MJ98-7 B. reniforlllis Dryander syn.
vitifolia (Brazil) A large begonia with
thick stalk, large bright green leaves
and white flowers.

MJ98-8: B. sanguinea Raddi (Brazil)
Thick leathery medium-sized bare green
leaves with red undersides, stems and
petioles; flowers are white.

MJ98-9: B. scllmidtiana Regel (Brazil)
About I ft. tall, small, slightly ruffled
and velvety leaves, olive green on top
and red beneath, flowers pinkish.
Allow to dry out between waterings.

Tile CLAYTON M. KELLY SEED
FUND is a project oftile San Miguel
Branch oftile ABS in San Diego
County, Califorllia. Donors of seeds in
this issue are: Dot & Barry Mann,
Irene Nuss, and Freda Holley.

A Note About Cultivar or
Hybrid Seedlings

When planting cultivar or hybrid seed,
it is important to label them as "Hybrid
NameX" (as B. 'Lana'X) or "Hybrid
Name Cross". Never simply put the
parent name on the seedlings or on an
individual plant from the seed (See the
Tracy McLellan article on page 96). Of
course, you have the right to name any
new or interesting plant that emerges
from these seeds although the plant
should be unique and different enough
to warrant this. Also, even when given
a new name the parentage record should
be kept. I always try to label all my
new plants with an'S:' if grown from
seed or "e:" if grown from a cutting.

-FH
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Continued on Page Jl6.

The standard 1/2"-3/4" diameter is usuall)
used in watering lath-house and greer
house plants as well as gardens undel
trees. For a small lath-house or giasshousl
the standard air hose, as used in the ga!
stations, fItted with a 3/4" diameter spra)
makes a handy and efficient hose for ar
elderly person or woman. A light hose 0

this type is very handy in watering pot!
on shelves or hanging baskets. Undel
trees or in large lathhouses, a sprinklel
attached to the hose will apply the watel
much better than one can by hand. Tu·
berous begonias are best staked if are·
volving sprinkler is used so that the plant!
will not be broken off.

In applying water, it is customary it
Southern California to wet the foliage a!
well as the soil. Burning usually result!
if droplets get on the leaves and magni f)
the sun rays on a particular spot. To pre·
vent this, it is customary to wet the entin
leaf and thus leave no droplets. Thi!
methods has also proven successful or
other plants out of doors in the full sun
In other sections of the country, where thl
air is more humid or where excessive
amounts of chlorine occasionally occur.
it is wise not to wet the leaves. Ifthe leave~

remain wet and fungus spores are present.
they will develop, the disease causing the
leaves to rot. Excessive amounts of chlo·
rine will cause the leaves to fall from the

plant. .
In applying water, give a sufficlenl

amount to wet the soil in a pot thoroughly.
but do not add so much that a quantity
runs out the bottom, as it will carry oul
the valuable fertilizer that you have put
into the soil. If you have been using liq­
uid fertilizer made from a complete chemi­
cal fertilizer, it is wise to flush out the
chemicals not utilized by the plant by
watering heavily or soaking the pot in a

pan of water.

the soil is dry; if a dull sound results the

soil is wet.
The soil should be kept unifonnly moist,

but not wet, for a soil kept continually wet
will lack air and become sour. in sour
soil, begonia roots are destroyed. If you
believe your soi I has been kept too mOIst,
it will be beneficial to allow the soil to
become reasonably dry occasionally. Do
not, however, allow the soil to get so dry
that the plant wilts. No plant will grow
as well after having been allowed to wilt.
The "Calla Begonia" is best handled by
giving it a good watering and then allow
it to get quite dry before watering again.
This method of watering prevents the
plant from rotting. After a good rain it is
well to check over your pots of Rex Bego­
nia for their leaves are arranged in such a
manner that they prevent any water from
reaching the pot. Though everything else
is wet, your plant may be wilting.

Often Rexes in a well watered bed are
seen to wilt and usually the cause is the
lack of water at the root zone due to the
leaves directing the water away.

Begonias which shed their leaves or
stems during the dorn1ant period should
only be watered sufficiently to prevent the
soil from becoming "bone dry." If a plant
is not doing well, and no other ailment is
found, try to keep the soil a little drier
and the plant may recover.

In caring for plants in a greenhouse or
glasshouse, it is well to remember to use
water which has been warmed to the air
temperature. Do not water so late in the
day that the plants do not dry off for if
fungus spores are present, they will attack
the leaves and cause rot.

Now let us consider the methods ofwa­
tering. Although the watering can is used
throughout the world it has been sup­
planted in America by the rubber hose.

Water, Continuedfrom Page 102.
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Minutes of Board Meeting,
American Begonia Society
Ft. Worth, TX, January 17,
1998

I. President Bruce Boardman pre­
;ided over the meeting which was held at
the Ft. Worth Botanic Garden. There were
21 attendees and 28 board member votes
represented. 2. Morris Mueller read the
lims and purposes of the Society. 3. The
minutes of the Annual Business Meeting
l1eld in Sacramento in September 1997
were read by Secretary Richard
\1acnair. They were accepted as read.
t Treasurer Carol Notaras reported on
fiscal activity for the period August 1­

December 31, 1997. income was $24,307
while disbursements were $33,795. The
Jeginning balance was $69,323 and the
:nding balance was $55,602 which re­
flected the heavy disbursements. The
major expenses were for the Beganian, the
;onvention advance and Scott Hoover's
;ollecting trip. The report was accepted.
;. The need for standardization and im­
Jrovement of the show classification
ichedule was discussed at the last board
meeting. Although no committee was
)fficially appointed, Classification Chair
Leora Fuentes prepared some revisions.
President Boardman will contact Leora
IIld take action on the revisions. 6. The
'ecently published Members-at-Large
:MAL) newsletter was discussed. It is
;onsidered a good publication with a
10minal cost of 80 cents per copy. Presi­
jent Boardman indicated his intention to
write comments on it for publication in
:he Beganian. A motion was made to send
he first two issues by bulk mail to the 400
)Ius members at ASS expense and indi­
;ated that future issues would be provided
It a subscription rate of $5 per year for
'our issues. The reason for the charge is
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that the cost is not included in ABS dues.
The motion was seconded and passed. A
second motion was made that the MAL
newsletter be sent to all National Direc­
tors with a request that it be shown to all
branch members and that all members be
invited to subscribe at the rate of $5 per
year. This motion also was seconded and
approved. 7. The proposal to copy and
distribute the article on begonias by Alan
W. Nero which had been tabled at a prior
board meeting was discussed...A motion
to reject the proposal and drop further dis­
cussion or consideration was seconded
and passed. 8. Membership Chair John
Ingles, Jr., sent a report to the board show­
ing that ASS is having difficulty keeping
first year members. 9. Public Relations
Chair Russ Richardson made a written
request for ABS to renew advertising in
gardening magazines. There was a dis­
cussion ofthe purpose, cost and effective­
ness of such advertising. The board con­
cluded that advertising alone does not
meet the society's aims and purposes sat­
isfactorily, but that combining advertis­
ing with a feature article in a gardening
magazine might be more effective. 10.
Business Manager John Ingles, Jr. pre­
pared a report on the cost of the Bega­
nian in recent months going back to 1996.
Printing costs have been reduced from a
high of $4100 to $3500 per issue. The
savings over 12 months will be $4200. 11.
For the record it was announced that Or­
ange County Branch has changed its by­
laws to increase honoraria for speakers
from $50 to $100. 12. Seed Fund Chair
Eleanor Calkins requested a change of
allocation of seed fund proceeds from the
present 10% to 30% retained for fund ex­
penses. The request was approved.
13. A question was raised about the for­
mat of the Treasurer's report conforming
to that expected of a nonprofic organiza­
tion. The financial officers will study the
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matter and make appropriate changes if
necessary. 14. A request for contributions
was received from the New England
Tropical Conservatory to help finance
their exhibit at the New England Spring
Flower Show in Boston and the Tropical
Flower Show in Bennington, Vermont-­
both of which will feature begonias. The
amounts requested were $500 for the Bos­
ton exhibit and $150 for the Bennington
show. A motion to sponsor the exhibit
and show at the levels requested passed
and the treasurer was instructed to send
the money. 15. Scott Hoover's collect­
ing trip was discussed. He will collect
begonia seed and send it all to Ann
Salisbury. Ann will divide it and send it
first to test growers. After testing, por­
tions of the seed will be sent to those who
contibuted money for the trip through
ABS. The remainder will go to the seed
fund, but if seeds are in very short supply
they may not be distributed after testing.
16. The Greater Chicago Branch asked
about setting up an international seed
bank. The board agreed that this might
be a useful project, but recognized that
ground rules would be necessary to make
it work. This will be an area for future
work. 17. President Boardman in­
formed the board members that Dr.
Barkley's research notes and personal
papers were donated to a library and
subsequently sold or otherwise disbursed
or thrown away. Considering this waste,
the board recognized that setting up and
maintaining archives for personal papers
ofbegonia growers and researchers would
be worthwile and is an area for future
work. 18. Before this board meeting be­
gan, two ad hoc working groups were
formed by President Boardman to gen­
erate ideas on how to improve ABS. Mor­
ris Mueller and Bruce Boardman chaired
the groups. They will follow up on the
results together and report to the board.

Initial results of these sessions were en·
couraging and more sessions will bl
planned. 19. Branch Relations Chait
Mary Bucholtz reported sending infor·
mation about ABS branches to groups ir
Sweden, Wisconsin, and Louisiana. Thl
Branch Relations Newsletter was maile(
in September. 20. Internet EditOl
Kathy Goetz reported that a re-designe(
home page for ABs is nearly complete
21. Bob Hamm published an article sev
eral years ago which included the subjec
of long range planning. There was 11(

time for discussion so this will be place(
on the agenda for the next board meet·
109.

These minutes hQl'e been slightly abbrevi­
ated for reasons ofspace. Full copies of the
minutes are available upon request from
Secretary Richard Mcnair, 177 Hancock
Street, Cambridge, MA 02139.

The Easiest
to Use!

Look for 0lI'
_32oz
COI....,ballld
IilPd pIanlloods.
Just a1/4 cap
makes 2 gaIIonsl
__'_llUI,lIl-.-
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IIABS & Branch News II
41ready following our President allli Board's
7dvice, ASS members are taking begonias
!o the public!

Beyond the Branches

The Florida State Fair was held in Tampa,
FLon February 5-16, 1998. Florida West
Coast Branch members walked away
with blue ribbons and Best ofShow. Mem­
)ers receiving blue ribbons at the Sate Fair
were Dale Sena, Bob Koehler, Charles
Jaros, and Helene Jaros. Helene Jaros
won Best of Show with a beautiful varie­
gated ivy, Hedera 'Calico'. Bob Koehler
was runner-up to Best of Show with his
B. 'Cowardly Lion'. Congratulations to
~ II.

The Palm Beaches Branch (FL) put in a
Begonia Display at the Palm Beach Tropi­
~al Flower and Garden Show, February
20-22, 1998. The Branch Display cre­
Hed quite an interest among the thousands
)f visitors to the show. Congratulations
to display chairman Virginia Jens. Mem­
bers of the Palm Beaches Branch also did
~uite well in the competitive horticulture
~lasses. Members receiving blue ribbons
were Virginia Jens, Donna Bailey,
Sylvia Ben, Laurie Guepet, Frances
Hunter and Charles Jaros. B.
'Palmgarten' won Best of Show and beat
Jut orchids, ferns, cactus, aroids, brome­
liads and a host of other plants for this
~oveted award. Best Begonia was B.
'Tequesta'. Both plants were exhibited
by Charles Jaros.

The New England Spring Flower Show
is the third largest in the world, after the
::helsea and Philadelphia, and goes on for
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9 days, and the Buxton Branch (MA)
made sure begonias were well represented
in 1998. Norman Dufresne won the cov­
eted Thompson Award for the best plant
in the Begonia Classes with his B.
velioziana and Wanda Macnair won the
Cunningham Award for horticultural and
artistic achievement with B. versicolor.
Timmy Shapiro won several blues and
cultural certificates for her great begonias
and her B. 'Erythrophylla' which won the
Thompson Award last year was even more
magnificent this year. Normand, Wanda,
Althea Phillips and Betsy McBratney
also won other ribbons for begonias and
other entries.

A fantastic halfpage feature article in the
Ponca City News (OK) served to adver­
tise the coming SWR Get-Together, the
National Convention in Atlanta, and be­
gonia growing in general. The writeup
covered begonias, their history and care,
complete with color photos of Ann
Salisbury showing off a giant B. 'Ana­
conda' and Gene Salisbury a delightful
B. 'Sparrow'.

The Whittier Branch (CA) newsletter
tells about the use of the local Cable Chan­
nel 6 for a color ad on planting begonias
in sun, shade and moonlight!

Lou Dyess of the Alamo Branch (TX)
gave a program March 12 on begonias at
the Schultz house, downtown in the La
Villita area of San Antonio. And on April
4th and 5th, the Alamo Branch partici­
pated in Viva botanica at the Botanical
Gardens. They will also have plants sales
on May 2nd at the South Park Mall and
on June 6th at the Rolling Oaks Mall.
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And the Branches have been
Pruning and...

The February Shade House, newsletter of
the Doug Frost Branch (CA) covered ......""'~....
pruning in detail with quotes from many
experts and even with sketches to show
how it was done.

The Westchester Branch (CA) had Elda
Regimbal speak on pruning and general
culture on April 8.

The Houston Satellites Branch (IX) is try­

ing an experiment. They believe they might
be able to grow tuberous begonias in their cli­
mate if they can keep the root system cool.
The plants are being double potted with Dal­
las Fern or other companion plants. Some
will be located under trees nestled amongJapa­
nese Painted Fern while others will be tried
under lights inside. Keep us posted, Houston!

The New South Wales Begonia Society (Aus­
tralia) had a visit by the President ofthe Scot­
tish Begonia Society,Andrew Todd and wife
Margaret The visitors were impressed by
the Australians' ability to grow so many be­
gonias out-of-<loors in Sydney.

Above Best ofShow, B. 'Palmgarten' at the
Palm Beach Tropical Flower and Garden
Show, exhibited by Charles Jaros. Below,
Runnerup for Best ofShow B. 'Cowardly
Lion' at the Florida State Fair exhibited by
Bob Koehler. Photos by Charles Jaros.
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Editor's Notes...

Thank you to all the contributors of ar­
ticles and photos this month, but a big
special thanks to Jan Brown for her big
contribution of the in-depth article about
Irene Nuss and, of course, to Irene Nuss!

A word About the Deadline Date

The due date listed for items for the next
issue, and it is May 20 for the July/Au­
gust issue by the way, applies to regular
columns such as the Seed Fund Listing,
business items such as the ballot info in
this issue, or any meeting or other time
sensitive announcements to be carried.

For feature items, I will usually be work­
ing several issues in advance trying to put
together a balance of articles and photos.
Thus, if you submit an article--and I hope
you are writing one this minute, it may
take me several issues before I work it in.
I will always acknowledge submissions so
you know they are in the works. Every
submission is appreciated and needed.
Remember, I always need short articles
on specific begonias, species or hybrids,
and your experience in growing them. If
you have a plant you haven't seen written
up, chances are others will be interested in it.

September 1997 Survey Requests

Several written requests on returned
surveys bear consideration. Some wanted
a "Letters to the Editor" column. [al­
ways enjoy the letters column in the maga­
zines [ read and would be delighted to
have one in the Begonian. So write me
letters! If they are for publication, keep
them short and pithy. If you don't want
something published, please note it is not
for publication. Twant you to feel free to
write me on or off the record.
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Another request was for a column where
photos of plants could be submitted for
identification. [certainly know how much
I've wanted some way to identify my mys­
tery plants, but unfortunately plants are
so difficult to identify--sometimes even
when you are holding the plant itself, [

. don't think [ could find anyone who would
take on the identification task. Misidenti­
fication is perhaps a bigger problem than
lack of identification and attempts to iden­
tify plants from photos might lead to this.
This emphasizes again the importance of
correct labeling. I once bought a plant
labeled 'Immense' and grew it for years
before discovering what I probably have
is 'Cachuma'. Thope Tnever passed this
one along. Particularly with species, I now
try to be absolutely sure of what I have
before passing it on with a proper label.

A tbird request was for listing sources
of begonias shown or described. Of
course our plant sales (Come to Atlanta!)
are always the greatest source, but I here­
with issue a call to begonia suppliers to
send me their latest listings, and I'll start try­

ing to provide a source list where readers may
purchase featured begonias in future issues.

Finally, people wanted photos of seed
fund offerings. As you may note, I've
begun trying to do this, but J really need
species pbotos. When you send seed to
tbe seed fund if you have a photo, I would
really appreciate receiving one.

Correction:

On page 164 of the September/October
1997 issue of the Begonian we inad­
vertently erred in reporting that Bill Ash
received a Gold Medal at the Chelsea
Flower Show in 1996. This should have
read a Silver Medal. Our apologies to Bill
Ash and the Royal Horticultural Society.

-Freda Holley
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Last Call for Atlanta!
The quilt is pieced

and Kit Jeans I~~!!!!:~!!!~~!;!!!!'~!!!~~Mounger almost has
the quilting finished.
See how grand it
looks! You don't
want to miss seeing
this one.

The speakers are
preparing. The

plants are growing 1~~==:::~==;:3S===:;:~===:;::~
for the show and for -
the sale! The tour
buses are booked.

You have the
registration forms.
Now all you have to
do is complete and
mail them, get your
travel plans made,
and be sure to make
your hotel reserva­
tions. Don't forget t

take supplies to brin1~iiiiiii~8::;8Biii=;8::;=;;~1your plants home I
from the sale!

Begonias Southern Style
Atlanta, Georgia June 18-21, 1998

For more information, contact:

Mary Elizabeth Moultrie
3710 Cochise Drive
Atlanta, GA 30339
Phone: 770-436-5932
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Atlanta-Decatur Holiday Inn
130 Clairemont Avenue
Decatur, Georgia 30030

Phone: 1-800-225-6079
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New Slide and Video Pro­
grams Available

A30 "Begonia Species from A to
D": An outstanding slide
program of Begonia Species,
alphabetically arranged. This
program is from the slide
library of Millie and Ed
Thompson and was graciously
donated by them. 81 quality
slides with a typed commentary.

B11 "Art in the Making, Bonsai
Begonias": A professionally made
video for Public Access TV the 55
minute video demonstrates how to
create bonsai from begonias.
Choosing a plant, trimming,
training, and the final results are
all shown in this interesting video
donated by Charles McGough.

These and many other slide and video
progmrns area available from the ABS Slide
Library. To obtain a complete list and
information on borrowing them, contact:

Charles Jaros,
200 Maureen Drive
Sanford, FL 32771

Water. Continuedfrom Page 109.

In watering small begonia seedlings, it
is best to allow the soil to take up mois­
ture by standing the pots or flats in a pan
of water. The water must not be allowed
to creep over the rim of the pot or flat, or
the plants may be knocked over. The ex­
cess water which runs out when the pot
or flat is removed takes some fertilizer
with it, but small plants do not require
much.
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Ifyou water large pots or flats by stand­
ing them in a pan ofwater, use just enough
water so that it is thoroughly absorbed.
In this way you will preserve what fertil­
izer there is in the pot. Should some water
remain, save it to use later or water other
plants with it for it contains valuable fer­
tilizer elements. Some experimental work
is being carried on in sub-irrigation ofpot­
ted plants. These are stood in leakproof
benches into which water is run and re­
moved when the watering is finished. The
method has not been too successful since
all pots do not need water at the same time.

Another method of watering is proving
more successful. A spun glass braided
wick is put into the bottom of a regular
flat or pot (not smaller than the 3" diam­
eter--when smaller pots are used the soil
becomes water-logged and sour, and the
plants die). The wick is unraveled and
spread out like the spokes of a wheel. The
potting soil is placed in the pot or flat,
and the plants set in place. A thorough
watering is given, and then the flat or pot
is supported above ajar or pot of water to
the bottom ofwhich the wick dangles. The
soil absorbs the water from the glass wick
by capillary action. Should the water in
the receptacle become dry, it must be wa­
tered thoroughly again before capillary
action will draw water up the wick. Other
wicking will work, but because fungus and
rot destroys it, it must be replaced, whereas
the glass wieking will last indefinitely.
Should you have to leave your plants for
a considerable time, this wick method will
keep your plants well watered.

Happy lOath Birthday!

To B. 'Dearest Mae' introduced by
Theodosia Burr Shepherd in 1888 and
still seen growing at the Ft. Worth
Botanic Garden Begonia in 1998!

The Begonian



Vented Greenhouse Heaters.

Southern Burner Co.

Model A-I 25,000 BTU
Vented Orchid House Heater

Weiss' Gesneriads

B & K Tropicals
Begonia and

Hoya Cuttings
Catalog $1.00

5300 48th Terrace North
St. Petersburg, FL 33709

813-522-8691

Plants Crown for Distinctive Foliage

Episcias Sinningias
Begonias Chiritas

Plants - Cuttings
Free Catalogue

Dependable vented orchid house heaters.

Economical heat on natural
or LP gas.

"No Electricity Required."
Millivo~ controls available with "Setback"

thermostat for day & night temperatures.

~
~

Specialists
in the heating

needs ofthe
hobby grower

since 1923.

Southern Burner Co.
p.o. Box 885·Chickasha, OK 73023
(800) 375-5001 .(405) 224-5000

FAX: (405) 224-0500

(216) 321-6785

2193 S. Taylor Road
Cleveland Heights, Ohio 44118

ClOUdy Valley Nursery
Unusual begonias, ferns, bougainvilleas, gesneriads
and other tropical plants. Visit our web page or send
for our price list today.
Mail order only. Catalog $2.

935 W. Isabella Street
Lebanon, Oregon 97355
(541) 258-7517
goetzk@dnc.net

http://www.dnc.net/users/goetzt/public_htmllcloudy.html

Your begonias will feel right at home growing with gesneriads!

American Gloxinia and Gesneriad Society
Annual dues: Individual.. ..$20. AGGS Membership Secretariat
Quarterly Journal, extensive seed MJ & DB Tyler

fund, judging schools, annual convention P.O. Box 1598

http://www.forthrt.com/-aggs/ Port Angeles, WA 98362-0194 USA
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COMING EVENTS
June 20,1998 Tour of Pam Hantgin's Garden, Noon to 4 PM, at 94 North Santa Rosa

Street, Ventura, CA 9300 I sponsored by the American Fuchsia Society,
Gold Coast Branch, and by the Theodosia Burr Shepherd Branch
(Celebrating its 61 st year) of the American Begonia Society. For
information call 805-648-1530 or E-mail BUBBA@CALWEST.NET.

June 18-2\, 1988 ABS Convention in Atlanta, GA hosted by the Greater Atlanta Branch at
the Atlanta-Decatur HOliday Inn. Contact Show Chairperson Mary
Elizabeth Moultrie at 3710 Cochise Drive, Atlanta, GA 30339 or call
770-436-5932.

July 18/19,1998 Westchester Branch 17th Annual Show and Plant Sale, Westchester
Christian Church, 8740 La Tijera Boulevard, Los Angeles, California.
Sat: 9 AM to 5 PM; Sun: 12 Noon to 4 PM. For information call 310­
670-4471 or 310-324-8803.

July 25/26, 1998 Doug Frost Branch show and Sale, UCI Arboretum, lrvine, CA. Call
714-898-2362 for information.

August 23, 1998 Sixth Annual Begonia show and Sale, Bewitching Begonias will be pre­
sented by the Palos Verdes Begonia Society at the South Coast Botanic
Garden, 26300 Crenshaw Blvd., Palos Verdes Peninsula, on Sunday from
9 AM to 4 PM. Admission to the Garden is $5. Seniors 62 and over
admitted for $3. For more information call 310-830-4707.

August 29, 1998 The Long Beach Parent Chapter Begonia Show & Sale, Paramount
Methodist Church, 16635 Paramount Blvd., Paramount, CA. For
information, call 563-866-6053.

The Begonian

Editor: Freda M. Holley, P.O. Box 99,
Ozone, AR 72854, Ph: 501-292-3755
E-mail: holley@river-valley.net

Consulting Editors: Tamsin
Boardman and Jan Brown.

Nomenclature Editor: Jack Golding,
33 Ingram Drive, Cranbury, NJ 08512­
4641

Quick Tips: Maria Holmes, #144, 760
W. Lomita Rd., Harbor, City, CA
90710-2517. E-mail:
mariaholmes@world.net.att
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Advertising Staff:

Display Ads: Ann Salisbury, P.O. Box
452, Tonkawa, OK 74653, Ph: 580­
628-5230

Plant Society Ads: Wanda Macnair,
177 Hancock St., Cambridge, MA,
02139

Send inquiries about address changes,
missing copies, dues, subscriptions
and circulation to John Ingles, Jr., 157
Monument, Rio Dell, CA 95562-1617,
Ph: 707- 764-5407
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ABS Elected
Officers
President... Bruce C. Boardman
P.O. Box 69, BluffDale, TX 76433
254-728-3485

Past President... Ann Salisbury
P.O. Box 452, Tonkawa, OK 74653
1st Vice-President. ....Gene Salisbury
P.O. Box 452, Tonkawa, OK 74653
2nd Vice-President... Don Miller
1010 Mt. Auburn, Dallas, TX 75223
3rd Vice-President....Mary Bucholtz
1560 Lancaster Terrace # I008
Jacksonville, FL 32204
Secretary Richard Macnair
177 Hancock Street, Cambridge, MA
02139
Treasurer Carol Notaras
2567 Green St., San Francisco, CA
94123

Appointed Chairmen and Directors

Audit Paul Tsamtsis
1630 F St., Sacramento, CA 95814
Awards Michael Ludwig
6040 Upland St., San Diego, CA 92114-1933
Back Issues Ann Salisbury, P.O.
Box 452, Tonkawa, OK 74653
Ballot Counting .lngeborg Foo
1050 Melrose Way, Vista, CA 92083
Book Store Betty Benningfield
P.O. Box 969, Anahuac, TX 77513
Branch Relations.....Mary Bucholtz
1560 Lancaster Terrace #1008
Jacksonville, FL 32204
Business Manager.....John Ingles, Jr.
157 Monument, Rio Dell, CA 95562-1617
Conservation.... .Tamsin Boardman
P.O. Box 69, BlufDale, TX 76433
Convention Advisor....Tom Keepin,
4513 Randwick Dr., Houston, TX 77092
Convention Chair....Mary Elizabeth
Moultrie, 3710 Cochise Dr., Atlanta, GA

30339
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Internet Editor•••Kathy Goetz, 935 W.

Isabella Street, Lebanon, Oregon 97355
(541) 258-7517. E-Mail: goetzk@dnc.net
Horticultural Correspondent....Don Miller
1010 Mt. Auburn, Dallas, Texas, 75223
Judging Maxine Zinman
R.l, Box 73, Boyce, VA 22620
Members-at-Large....Elaine Ayers
3939 Lee Heights BId., Cleveland, OH
44128, E-mail: e1ainea400@ameritech.net
Membership... .John Ingles, Jr.
157 Monument, Rio Dell, CA 95562­
1617
Nomenclature.....Carrie Karegeannes
3916 Lake Blvd. Annandale, VA 22003
Parliamentarian....Margaret Lee
1852 31 st St., San Diego CA 92102
Public Relations.... Russ Richardson
1854 Chancery Lane, Chamblee, GA
30341
Research Kelton Parker
4525 N. Hwy. 171, Cleburne, TX 76031
Round Robin.....Virginia Hamann
1169 Lincoln Ave., Chester lA 52134-8508
Seed Fund Eleanor Calkins, 910
Fern St., Escondido, CA 92027-1708
Slide Library Charles Jaros
200 Maureen Dr., Sanford, FL 32771

Next issue will carry the
Directory of Begonia Societies
and Branches. If you have
not already provided up to
date information, please be
sure to do so by May 20.

Remember, due date
for July/August issue is

May 20.
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American Begonia Society
157 Monument
Rio Dell, CA 95562-1617

Address Correction Requested

See You in Atlanta!
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