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B. annulata,
a velvety charmer from India

drawing by Kit Jeans Mounger

"'-
Quick!

Check your mailing label. If it says
1196 or 2/96. your membership is

about to expire. Please renew! We
don't want to lose you!
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Collecting Begonias
in Western Veracruz, Mexico,

or
"The Begoniac Who Climbed a Hill

and Slid Down a Mountain"

Okay, okay - it was more like a ridge
off a mountain, and it was my own fault.
When the guide inquired "arriba 6 abajo?"
(up or down?) my hosts Bruce Pearson and
Michael Marino of Tropical World (in
Boynton Beach. FL) and Fortin de las Flores
(Mexico) looked to me for a decision. In
retrospect, for a person with a sedentary
job at sea level whose main exercise is
watering begonias and walking sedate
poodles, "arriba" was probably not a good
answer. However, I have a sneaking sus
picion that "abajo" may not have been a big
improvement!

The question was asked in Nogales, a
city approximately 1 hour west of Veracruz
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Text & Photos by Virginia Jens

by car, not far from Tropical World's Mexi
can operation at Fortin de las Flores. Both
cities are in the area of Mt. Orizaba, a twin
of Japan's Mt. Fuji. The climate is cool and
damp, close to that of Hilo, Hawaii, ac
cording to Bruce, an ABS member and
begonia enthusiast. It felt something close
to heaven to a Floridian at mid-summer.

Bruce and Michael hope to turn their
property at Fortin de las Flores into a
botanical preserve. They currently have
eight guest rooms to lodge collectors visit
ing the area. On this day in July, 1995, our
guide Alfredo had promised begonias
"arriba", so up the clay and rock-filled ar
royos we went in a light rain and mist that
later cleared.
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Our trip up the mountain
yielded at least two interesting be
gonia finds. The first was a small
red hairless-stemmed specimen,
found by a small shrine. Its leaves
alternated on the stem, and it had
stipules - it sure looked like a be
gonia to me, but it was not in bloom
to confirm. Plus there was no rhi
zome ortuberon the very succulent
stem, although it was jointed. What
little root system there was seemed
to find enough support in a thin
layer of humus covered by moss in
a damp shady location, although I
found it hard to believe it stayed
erect. The lobed leaf was bright
green and shiny, with a red spot at
the petiole. ovate with a dentate
margin and cordate leaf base. The
leaves of the specimens measured
no more than 3" and the plants
themselves were under 12" tall.

With a great deal of encour
agementtoward the end of the climb
and after a long rest, I found myself
negotiating a wet clay-filled trench
with steep sides, finally emerging in our
guide's corn field. It was truly worth the
effort for all along the edge of the corn field.
which was nestled between 90 degree
rocky slopes, were giant-leaved rhizoma
tous begonias in bloom. The leaves mea
sured 24" to 36" across, and the flower
spikes were shades of pink (see back
cover). The variance in color may relate to
age of the spike or exposure to sunlight, but
the day was overcast, so it was difficult to
judge maximum sunlight received. Although
Alfredo had planted the opposite slope to
lilies, he reported that the begonias oc
curred naturally. The species is similar to
B. barkeri (syn. megaphylla).

Once we had seen the top, the fun of
descending began. Fortunately, Bruce
never found his camera to record my mud-
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encrusted backside when we retu rned to
our starting point 5 hours after our initial
ascent.

More collecting followed in the next
few days on the road to Oaxaca and back
through the Juarez Mountains to the south
ern spur of the Sierra Madres. To the
southwest of Valle National, the road is cut
into the mountain side. The primary trick to
collecting in this area is finding a place to
pull off the road once a good site is spotted.
For the most part, the begonias and other
vegetation cling to the mountain side. which
runs at an approximate 90 degree angle to
the road. The thin layer of humus covering
the rock is constantly damp, if not outright
wet, from the run-off of the mists and rains.
Raising the trailing foliage up and peering
up the mountainside, I found a brilliant

5



green carpet of B. imperialis var.
smaragdina with perfect heart-shaped
leaves appearing to cascade down toward
me. Among others, we also found
heracleifolia var. nigricans, and an uni
dentified rhizomatous begonias with black
leaves.

Fortin de las Flores has a row of small
nurseries, called "viveros", covering one
block, and every owner knows "begonia".
Tuberous begonias abound, but rexes and
other locally collected species are avail
able as well.

Bruce reports new genera, species,
and varieties of a wide range of flora and
fauna are being found in Western Veracruz
every year. He is trying to assemble refer
ence materials on Mexican species as well

as photos and specimens of locally col
lected plants. Kelton Parker has gener
ously oHered to copy his materials on Mexi
can begonia species for the reference li
brary at Fortin de las Flores. All Bruce
needs now is a stream of enthusiastic
collectors to search "arriba" and "abajo" for
those new begonia species.

Virginia Jens is President of the Begonia
Society of Palm Beaches, a foster mother
for Stray-No-More (a private animal rescue
group), anda dispatcher for Palm Beaches
County Fire Rescue (911 and radio). Her
address is 922 Upland Rd., West Palm
Beach FL 33401-7550.
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Seminar Speakers
to Highlight Convention

by Charles Jaros, Seminar Chairman

A super group of speakers will be on
hand at the 1996 ABS Convention and
Show. "Begonias in Paradise, A Caribbean
Carnival" will be held April 25-28 at the
Clarion Resort Hotel in Hollywood Beach,
Florida.

Scott Hoover will speak on his latest
collecting trip to Sumatra and show slides
from this exciting expedition. Seeds from
this trip are available from the ABS Seed
Fund (see listing, November-December
1995). See these new begonias in their
natural habitat.

Beth Castellon, Seed Fund Director,
will lecture on the New York Botanical
Gardens, the begonia collection, her work
at the Gardens, and the Seed Fund. What
better way to see and hear about the New
York Botanical Gardens than from Beth?

Bruce Pearson from Tropical World
Nursery will present slides and a lecture on
his fabulous retreat in Mexico at Fortin de
las Flores, where native begonias abound.
A post-convention trip to Fortin is in the
works.

Dr. Kathleen Burt-Utley of the Univer
sity of New Orleans will talk about Mexican
species. Kathleen is an expert in this field,
and we feel very fortunate to have her
speak at the convention.

Bill Ash from central England will be
showing some of the fabulous begonias he
grows and talk about some of the exciting
begonias at Kew and Glasgow Botanical
Gardens. Foliage begonias are becoming
ever more popular in Great Britain thanks
to the efforts of Bill and Hugh McLauchlan.

Mary Bucholtz, Branch Relations Di
rector, will talk about the growing popularity
of Begonia Art, from historical Oriental
pieces and Victorian Majolica to our current
artists. After this seminar, antique shops,
shows and begonia artists better watch out
for new collectors. You'll be hooked, just
ask me!

At this convention we are gearing two
seminars towards beginners. Greg Sytch,
Horticultural Correspondent, will demon
strate and lecture about soils, fertilizers,
classification, and explain just what a be
gonia is. Wanda Macnair from the Buxton
Branch will demonstrate propagation. No
body propagates begonias better than
Wanda!

I hope many of you attend and enjoy
this group of speakers. This may be the
only opportunity to hear many of these
lecturers. See you there!

See You in Sunny Florida at
''Begonias in Paradise"
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Bewitching Begonias:
Species

Part II

Two more bewitching begonias are
found in the "Zapotec Collection" offered in
the catalog of J. L. Hudson, P. O. Box 1058,
Redwood City, CA 94064, U.S.A.

This collection offers seeds of veg
etables, herbs, ornamentals, and medici
nal plants collected deep in the Sierra
Madre del Sur in southern Oaxaca, Mexico.

The population of this rugged, moun
tainous region is largely Zapotec, and many
of these plants have been grown by this
tribe since pre-history. The Zapotecs are
called "People of the Clouds" by neighboring
tribes; this aptly describes their life. Fog,
cold winds, and mist are frequent at the
higher elevations; a few hours walk down
the mountain, bananas and sugar cane
can be grown. Seeds in the collection are
from 8000 feet down to 4000 feet.

Listed under "Herbs and Ornamental
Plants" are two tuberous species: "Abegonia
blanca" and "Abegonia rosa". "Blanca" is
described as a lovely White-flowered be
gonia to 5 feet, with greener leaves and
larger flowers than the pink-flowered kind.
It grows in sun or shade, in poor soil and
rocky cliff faces in the high mountains zone.
"Abegonia Rosa" is described as a wild
begonia species from high Oaxacan
mountains with lovely nodding pink flowers
of good size and delicate bronze-green
leaves.

Michael Ludwig, a member of San
Miguel Branch, purchased seed in 1994
and raised these two begonias. I observed
their growth with great interest. None of the
plants bloomed during their first season but
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by Thelma O'Reilly

I suspected their identity because of their
distinctively-shaped leaves. When the
plants approached dormancy in the late
fall, I persuaded Michael to check under
the soil so Icould examine the tubers. What
a thrill to discover, as I had suspected,
some finger-like tubers and winding elon
gated grow1hs that terminated in tubers at
the bottom of the pot.

"Abegonia blanca" was assigned B.
U332. I have tentatively identified it as B.
biserrata. "Abegonia rosa" was assigned
B. U333. I have tentatively identified it as B.
pedata. A positive identification cannot be
made until the plants flower.

Let's go back in time to 1968-69 when
Rudy Ziesenhenne aroused my deep in
terest in the tuberous species. During a
visit to his nursery, we spent a full day
discussing and examining several Mexican
tuberous species recently collected by the
late Tom MacDougal. My favorite, a lovely
pink-flowered one, was to be named B.
the/mae by Ziesenhenne if it proved to be
a new species. Later, after much research,
Ziesenhenne identified it as B. pedata.
Further research resulted in determining a
beautiful white-flowered species to be B.
biserrata.

A few years ago I received a small
seedling from Bob Hamm labeled
"Zapotec", which did not survive. Mabel
Corwin received three of these seedlings
from Hamm. Three years later one of them
came out of dormancy for a short period
and produced foliage. I recognized the
distinctive foliage as B. pedata. This plant
bloomed in 1994. It is B. pedata.
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Right:
B. pedata

Below:
B. biserrata

I purchased enough seed of the two
tuberous species to donate to the Clayton
M. Kelly Seed Fund so that all who love
begonias can enjoy these two Mexican
treasures.

NOTE: B. U333 flowered for Ludwig this
summer. It is B. pedata. He photographed
both of the above species to accompany
this article.

This is the second of three installments of Thelma O'Reilly's seminar at the 1995
Convention of the Association ofAustralian Begonia Societies in Brisbane, Queensland.
Thelma's address is 10942 Sunray Place, La Mesa, CA 91941.
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IN MEMORY

Belated news has come of the death
last April of a charming lady and begonia
hybridizer, Dora Lee Dorsey. Dora Lee's
begonia hybrids were famous in her home
state of Florida, and she was a long-time,
enthusiastic member and often president
of the Tampa Bay Area Branch.

It is with deep sadness that we report
the death of Gwynne Pollock. She passed
away October 10, 1995, one month after
her 62nd birthday.

We did not see much of Gwynne at our
monthly meetings even though she was an
avid grower of begonias. Gwynne was a
psychotherapist in alcohol and substance
abuse and Thursday was one of the eve
nings she had late sessions scheduled
with patients.

It was interesting to hear how she
used begonias in her therapy. She would
give plants as gifts to patients, and they in
turn would receive positive reinforcement
from taking care of the plant. Neat, huh?

Bye, Gwynne. We'll miss you.
- Jerry Eubank, in the newsletter of the

Dallas Area Branch.

Tribute to Belva Kusler

Belva Nelson Kusler passed away in
April, 1995. She was about 85 years old
and had been growing begonias since she
moved to Wisconsin during World War II.
From the first hybrid she introduced, B.
'Anna Christine' in 1955, to her later intro
ductions in 1975 and 1976 including B.
'Jack Golding' and B. 'Sophie Cecile', she
became one of the premier hybridizers of
begonias in modern times. She left us a
legacy of outstanding begonia hybrids that
have passed the test of time and remain as
popular today as they were when they were
introduced. Everyone has his or her favor
ite Kusler hybrid.

She was a focused, knowledgeable
person who was thorough and critical in her
efforts. She addressed ABS and Regional
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by Howard G. Berg

Conventions from time to time and contrib
uted a chapter to the Thompson's Bego
nias: The Complete Reference Guide and
articles in the Begonian. From these talks
and writings we can gain insight to her
methods and philosophy of hybridizing.

An article in the April 1971 Begonian
(based on Ms. Kusler's presentation at the
1970 Eastern Regional Convention) con
tains just about all the information a begin
ning hybridizer needs to organize a suc
cessful hybridizing project. Here is a sum
mary of the article.

Hybridization occurs in three ways:
natural-without human intervention,
random-where a begonia grower crosses
targets of opportunity either because the
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plants are in bloom and available or be
cause the grower is curious as to what
would happen if two plants were crossed,
and planned-when the hybridizer has an
end result in mind and selects parents that
have been studied and could possibly yield
the desired result in crossing. Belva Kusler
only engaged in planned hybridizing and
always had the desired result of any cross
firmly in her mind when she made it.

Ms. Kusler approached hybridizing in
six steps: (1) Imagination (2) Research, (3)
Pollination, (4) Cultivation, (5) Selection,
and (6) Distribution.

She called the Imagination step her
dreams of putting large blossoms of 'Lil
O'NeilI' on B. foliosa - the end result of the
proposed cross.

Research was the study of begonia
species and hybrids to determine which
crosses had been made by others and
what the results were, and which traits are
readily passed on to progeny by various
parent plants. She kept records of these
studies and her efforts in a book her hus
band called "The Stud Book." She studied
the characteristics of begonias prior to pro
ceeding to pollinate. While results were not
always predictable, the percentages of
successes were high enough to make the
studying worthwhile.

Her Pollination was done with a brush
on successive days, and if the cross "took"
she would leave the seed pods on the plant
until they were ripe and dry. She related
one instance of crossing B. solananlhera
with B. albo-picla by pollinating several
hundred blossoms to obtain four seeds.
Interestingly, none of the four resulting
plants was found to be good enough to
distribute.

The Cultivation of the product of the
crosses allows for several successive
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plantings of the seeds in case something
happens to any batch of sown seeds. At
each transplanting weak plants and unde
sirables are culled out. She calls this the
point where 'Cultivation' merges with 'Se
lection.'

CUlling continues as the plants are
grown to maturity and only those with the
desirable characteristics are chosen to
continue on. At each pointthat a hybrid fails
to pass muster it is discarded and others
grown on. She grew nothing on hope that
change would make the hybrid acceptable.
It was pass, or fail and be discarded. Canes
and shrub-like begonias were grown from
cuttings of the seedlings, since these types
of begonias can change growth habits when
grown from cuttings.

Of the hundreds of plants grown, few
got to the Distribution stage. Ms. Kusler
would Ship test plants to growers around
the nation to be grown under different
conditions for evaluation. Often, the test
phase came two to three years after sow
ing the seedlings. If Ms. Kusler wasn't
convinced as to the plants' merits, even
when test growers gave positive responses,
several years of evaluation would ensue
and if the plant still didn't come up to her
standards it was never introduced.

Since she grew her begonias indoors,
her objective was to breed a begonia that
remained relatively small in stature,
bloomed for a good portion of the year, and
could withstand the indoor environment.
She almost did not introduce B. 'Sophie
Cecile' because it grew too tall. She had
sent a plant to the Missouri Botanical
Gardens forevaluation and they convinced
her it was an outstanding plant despite the
fact that it grew ten feet tall. In 1966 B.
'Sophie Cecile' won the Aifred D. Robinson
Medal for outstanding begonia hybrid. Ms.
Kusler's B. 'Murray Morrison' won the ADR
Medal in 1980.
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Belva Nelson Kusler summed up her
hybridizing activity in the 1971 Begonian
article,

"So, for me, hybridizing Begonias re
mains my work and my pleasure, not a
profession but more than a hobby, a means
of creating beauty, though it requires pa
tience, some sacrifice, and much labor
(albeit a labor of love)."

Belva Kusler's work has made all be
gonia growers richer in that we have more
than forty begonias that are the result of her
patience, sacrifice, and labor. It was her
'''labor of love" and the discipline and pa
tience she devoted to her work that have
given us such outstanding begonia hybrids
as B. 'Sophie Cecile', B. 'Anna Christine',
B. 'Alvah Graham,' B. 'Mabel Corwin', and
B. 'Jack Golding', and many more.

To her the greatest sin of a hybridizer
was to introduce a plant that did not have
unique characteristics and could not be
easily identified. The greatest gift of a hy
bridizer was imagination, and the second
greatest gift was the ability to cull and
discard plants so that each introduction
met the highest standards she could set.
She lived her life as she hybridized, always
reaching for the highest standard.

HowardBerg is PresidentofKnickerbocker
Branch anda past V-P ofABS. His address
is 16 Highview Terrace, New Canaan, CT
06840.

Begonias plus 1500 tropicals
and rare houseplants

Color Catalog $3.00

LOGEE'S GREENHOUSES
Dept. B, 141 North Street,

Danielson, CT 06239
860-774-8083
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Germination 
10 Years Later!

by Goldie Frost

I have just tested some begonia seed
that we put in the freezer back in 1985. I
planted the seed at the end of August. It did
take the seed longer to come up, because
I didn't have bottom heat on them, but the
little seedlings are up and growing.

This proves a point: you can store
some of your seed in the freezer if you don't
want to plant it all at one time.

You must put your seed in paper and
tape the packet, then put it it a small plastic
box. I have lots more seed )'11 be testing.

Incidentally, the seeds I have already
tested are of B. 'Rory' and B. partita.

We owe lots ofbeautiful begonia hybrids to
Goldie and her late husband Doug Frost.
Doug once said that Goldie crossed ev
erything buthereyes! Heraddress is 10622
Teal Dr., Garden Grove CA 92643.

Ed. Note: Mae Blanton reported a few
years back that she had had good germi
nation from seed frozen since the 1970's.
So - if seed you really want is listed in the
Seed Fund but you know you can't plant
right away, put your freezer to good use.

LAURAY of SALISBURY
Begonias, Gesneriads, Orchids

Cacti & Succulents
432 Undermountain Road, Rt. 41

Salisbury, CT 06068
(860) 435-2263

Usually open daily, 10 a.m.-5 p.m.
1996-7 Catalog $2.00
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Convention 1995: "Begonia Super Stars"
Seminar Reviews

"Growing Tuberous Begonias"
Carol Notaras grows award-winning

tuberous begonias, volunteers with the tu
berous collection at Golden Gate Conser
vatory, and (in her spare time) has served
ABS as Convention chair, President, and
now Treasurer.

It was her expertise with tuberous
begonias that was at the forefront in Orange
County, as she ran through a yearin the life
of a tuberous begonia addict.

Carol buries her tubers, thus getting
roots all over the tuber. She doesn't feed
for the first month, thus forcing the roots to
search for food. She plants her tubers in a
mix of 1/3 used soil with steer manure
added; 1/3 Live Earth organic soil; and 1/3
fir bark.

Carol's favorite fertilizers are made by
Romeo: their 24-28-28 is used 1 to 1 1/2
weeks after potting; 18-18-18 after plants
reach 7" to 8" of growth; 14-30-14 about 2
months later. Not just the plants, but the
tubers themselves, should be growing
during the summer. She credited Rudolf
Ziesenhenne forteaching her that you must
keep tubers growing, or they will rot.

Early on her plants are staked; her
favorite material is raffia, which is gentle for
the stem and lends a natural look. Also
available (from Blackmore and Langdon)
are adjustable stakes with a rubberized
surface.

Sudden temperature changes are to
be avoided if possible, as bud drop will
result. Keep the plants uniformly slightly
moist; too much dryness also causes bud
drop.

Slides of her procedures and of the
beautiful results enlivened the presentation.
But Carol does have a secret weapon: at
the end of the growing season she stores
her dormant tubers in husband Peter's
wine cellar - kept at perfect temperature
constantly. Now that would be a fun thing to
emulate l

Tuberous Begonia
and Nerine lfulbs
Call or write for infonnation:

~'i4M. 1 (BOO) 349-9299 or (310) 373-9299
4fj.IIii~ FAX: (310) 79HJ856 Me/VISA/DISC

Since 1941 Palos Verdes Begonia Faun
4111242 St. Torrance, CA 90505

"Propagation of Begonias"
Horticulturist Don Miller is a consistent

winner at begonia shows across the coun
try with his incredibly well grown begonias
- many of them miniatures. Co-editor of the
Southwest Region Leaflet and frequent
writer/photographer for the Begonian, he
won the 1994 Herbert P. Dyckman Award
for Service to ABS.
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Forsaking slides and lecture format,
Don demonstrated both asexual and sexual
reproduction in begonias, explaining and
answering audience questions as he pro
ceeded.

For asexual propagation, Don made
cuttings, then inserted the various cuttings
into a mix of 1/2 perlite and 1/2 vermiculite.
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Rhizomatous, rex, and thick-stemmed be
gonias, and tuberous species, he said, can
be started from leaf cuttings and wedge
cuttings (that must contain a good-sized
vein) as well as from stem and tip cuttings.
Fresh leaves work best; but wilted leaves
can be salvaged by soaking overnight in
water, or in water with SuperThrive.

In propagating canes, Don stressed
the importance of avoiding a "blind cutting"
- one without buds in the leafaxils because
all nodes have produced bloom. Blind
cuttings will root, but will not produce a
plant. Use instead a tip cutting, or a stem
cutting with leaf buds at the axils.

Rooting is encouraged and speeded
up by using bottom heat. Heating cables,
heating pads, or placing the propagation
box on top of fluorescent fixtures will work,
although he warned that the last may get
too hot. A space-saving suggestion: place
cuttings in rooting media in a plastic bag,
using a clothespin to clip the bag to a
fluorescent light fixture or to curtains at a
window (but out of direct sun).

Don grows from seed (sexual propa
gation) in a sterile media. He mentioned
Jiffy Mix, RediEarth, or milled sphagnum
as good light seed mixes. Seeds are sown
on the topofthe sterile media (do not cover
the seeds) in an enclosed container. He
likes to transplant when the first true leaves
appear, still keeping the plantlets in an
enclosed container. Harden off very gradu
ally by moving the container lid back.

Another tip from Don concerned stor
ing seed: put it in the refrigerator until you
are ready to plant it. Begonia seed stored
in the refrigerator has retained its viability
for as long as 20 years.

Don's seminar ran into overtime as he
continued answering questions, sur
rounded by people poking his mix, examin
ing his cuttings,learning all they could from
this gifted grower.

"Hybridizing Canes the California Way"
Showing that "educational" need not

be synonymous with adjectives such as
"stodgy, boring", Paul Tsamtsis and Brad
Thompson presented a seminar for our
National Convention that might be de
scribed as funny, disjointed, frenetic.

Hybridizers both, Paul from Sacra
mento and Brad from Torrance in southern
California, they had not had a chance to
rehearse beforehand; while their individual
slide presentations were uninterrupted,
most ofthe rest of the hour flew as dialogue
bounced back and forth spontaneously.

Paul discussed his philosophy and
methods of pollination, growing on, and
selection. Among his unusual and helpfUl
suggestions:use a #9 crochet hook to move
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seedlings from their starter mix into 2 1/4"
pots; the fabric of the packets used by
Federal Express makes good, lightweight,
almost indestructible labels forthe name of
your pollen parent; simply cut the size you
need, write the name in indelible marker,
and attach to the seed pod.

Brad plants approXimately 200 seeds
per pot in his initial planting, and culls to 25
when he pots up to individual pots. Bego
nias that aren't exciting from the very be
ginning are discarded early.

One thing the hybridizers have in
common is lack of space. Both grow in
minute areas, mostly outdoors, and utilize
every single inch, using benches, shelving,
hanging baskets. Slides showed growing
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WATER
by

REVERSE OSMOSIS

areas as thick with plants as the most
impenetrable rainforest. (However do they
stay so organized, know each plant: where
it is, who its parents are, when it blooms,
etc.? How do they even find a seed pod?)

The lack of space influences their aims
in hybridizing begonias. Brad looks for
compact, full growth, and likes plants that
"grow on their own": no pruning or staking.
Paul also likes smaller plants: B. 'Amelia',
a low-growing cane perfect for baskets, is
his best-known creation. Size aside, both
like bountiful amounts of flowers, Brad
having a special liking for bell-shaped
clusters and fragrance.

Wish you could all have been there to
see the beautiful hybrids these talented
two are turning out. - Tamsin Boardman

Do it yourself.
Remove 90% of the
harmful mineral
salts and watch your
orchids nourish.
Eliminate one of the
main contributors to
leaf burn. root rot.
and the white calcium
residue that accumu
lates on leaf tips.

Choo~ t~ capacity that
best suites your needs.
From 10. 20. or 50
gallons per day.
Operates from your
municipal tap pressure.

Dimensions

RO-IO-3"dia.x 13" long
RO-20 - 3" dia. x 26" long
RO·50 - 3" dia. x 29" long

Larger units upon request.

Orchid growers are currenlly using our units
throughout the world. More than 20 years or
quality dependable products.

Purchase your unit dilttt from our factory. Our units
carry a full. one-year proration warranly.
FUllhcrmore. if aftcr 10 days of use you are nOt
completely satisfied. merely return the unit to us and
we will gladly refund the total amount of your
purchase.

Units are completely portable and can travel with you.
They can be hooked up to any standard hose bib faucet.
Mount them in your garage, greenhouse. or hobby
shop. Comes complete with all the necessary fittings
for a simple installation. We have RO units for
private well waters. Please write or call the factory.

B&;lI
S2J5

S120

~ RlUll
SilO S170

S40 S85

Prices:
Replacement
Elements:

• Permanently calibrated
• Photovoltaic cell

sensor, no battery
required

• 20" extension reaches
under Iighllixtures

• Scales: 'Sun & H.I.D.'
and 'Fluorescent'

• 3D-page guide
describes light's eHect
on plant growth, with
intensity and
photoperiod tables
1 year warranty

LIGHT METER

lIMHIO

PREPAID IN CONTINENTAL U.S.
AOD S3 FOR All., HI & CANADA

Remarkable precision inshument designed
expressly for horticulturists - measures light

intensity in fool-candles.

ENVIRONMENTAL CONCEPTS
710 N,W, 57th street

Ft. lauderdale, Fl33309
(305) 491-4490

Made;n USA

Send your check or money order to Spiral Filtration.
Please allow two weeks for delivery. UPS charges are
included. and we will ship anywhere in the continental
U.S.A. For international shipments. please include an
additional 25% per unit for air parcel post charges.

PHONFJFAX: (619) 744-3012

~
Spiral Filtration, Inc.

747 N. Twin Oaks Vy. Rd. '13
San MaJ'CO$, Calif. 92069 (619) 744-3012
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Show News
Around the Country

Johanna Zinn swept the field at the
Potomac Branch Show and sale at Green
Springs Park the weekend of September 8
10, 1995: she won Best of Show (an un
known shrub-like begonia), Sweepstakes,
and "Showing is Sharing", with the largest
number of entries. Nor did she shirk dedi
cation for the sale, bringing in lots of a local
best-seller, B. grandis ssp. evansiana.
Johanna also took home Cultural Awards
for her Best of Show (96 points), and Be
gonias 'Mirage', 'Buttercup', and grandis
ssp. evansiana (all 95 points).

B. 'Esther Albertine', grown by Ruth
Ihara, won the "People's Choice" balloting.
Ruth won Cultural Awards for the popular
favorite (95 points), and for a reniformis x
soli-mutatacross (95); and Florence Kwok
took a Cultural Award for B. 'Amigo' (95).

Buxton Branch members distin
guishing themselves at the New England
Flower Show were Phyllis Podren,
Sweepstakes Award; Corliss Engle,

whose B. 'Torch' was winner of the Rose
mary Norton Memorial Award for best cane
like begonias and the Beatrice Haddrell
Memorial Cup for Best Begonia in Show;
and whose B. versicolor won the Orpha C.
Fox Award for best species begonia and
the Evelyn Cronin Award for best rhizo
matous begonia; Allen Drew, whose B.
glandulosa won the Percy I. Merry Award
for the best begonia grown from seed. The
Mildred L. Thompson and Edward J.
Thompson "Showing is Sharing" Award
went to Normand Dufresne, Wanda
Macnair, and Phyllis Podren.

Best of Show at the Palos Verdes Show
"Bewtiching Begonias" was Eric Seel's B.
venosa.
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At the 14thannual WestchesterBranch
Show in July 1995 Brad Thompson took
Best with B. rajah. Novice winner was
Laverne Hanell with B. 'Snowcapped'.
Judges were Katherine Alberti, Pat
McElderry, and Mary Sakamoto, with Joy
Blair, Janet Brown, and Stephanie Snyder
clerking.

"Love Affair with Begonias", the sec
ond annual Doug Frost Branch Show was
lovely forMary Sakamoto, who took top
honors with B. 'Black Gold', winning the
Doug Frost Trophy and also Best of Show.

SOUTHERN BURNER CO.
Vented Greenhouse Heaters

For literature and prices. give us a call or drop us a line.

SOUTHERN BURNER CO.
p.o. Box 885 • ChickaSha, OK 73023

(800) 375-5001 • (405) 224-5000
FAX: (405) 224-0500
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BEGONIAN INDEX 1995

1995 TOPICS AT A GLANCE
Jan.-Feb.: Vietnamese species; Food Colors from Begonias; Silvery Variegated Canes
March-April: B. chlorosticta; Begonia Reproductive Organs; Variation among Begonias;
Rhizomatous Begonias; Koehler Hybrids; Landscaping in Florida; B. 'Barbara Ann'; Poetry;
Open Garden; Massachusetts Division
May-June: B. valida; From Nature to the Home; B. 'Alice Faye'; Watering Begonias; Begonia
Fragrance; Ideas for Branches; Sharing; Survivors; B. 'Cockatoo'; B. U177; Ants; Palm
Beaches Show
July-Aug.: Convention 1995; Begonias in Baskets; B. 'Mickey's Pride'; COLIN; Poetry; B.
decora; Book Review
Sept.-Oct.: B. 'Essie Hunt'; B. U168; B.. U014; B. thomsonii; Univ. South Florida Botanic
Garden & Begonia Collection; Southwest Region Get-Together 1995; Propagating Tips;
Squeezing Plants In; "Texas Method" Propagation
Nov.-Dec.: Convention 1995; Fragrant Tuberhybrida; A Successful Begonia Year; Florida
Canes; Hybridizing Beginnings; Bewitching Begonias; Variation among Begonias; B. U168

REGULAR
FEATURES

ABS Awards, 1995 recipients
184
ABS Awards, call for
nominations 54, 96
ABS Minutes 32, 105, 177
ABS Officers 34, 70, 106,
142,178,219
ABS Services 35,
71,107,143,147
ABS Slide Library 55
Begonian index 1994 13
Bulletin Board: ABS News 23,
58,96,132,163,212
Clayton M. Kelly Seed Fund
Listing 31, 138, 167,214
Clayton M. Kelly Seed Fund
Notes 30, 136, 165
Coming Events 6, 56,95, 132,
148,213
Conservation News 61 , 98,
135,164
Corrections 58, 59, 212
Directory of Begonia
Societies 66, 173
In Memory 53, 89, 119, 194
In the News 28,89,128,151
Judges' Corner 29, 134
President's Message 76
Round Robin Notes 63, 99,
168,217
Show News 29, 129, 148,193
Slate of Officers 97

TOPICS

ASS
Adopt-a-Species Project 45
Alfred D. Robinson Medal 39,
54, 111; recipients list 55
Amendments 23, 24-25, 59
Appointments 23
Audit Committee 23
Awards Committee 23
Ballot Counting Committee
163
Begonian Back Issues 59, 96,
133
Board meetings 59, 212, 132
Bookstore 95, 100
Branches 132
Clayton M. Kelly Seed Fund
39,44,45,59,78,96,133
Conservation Dept. 58, 128
Constitution & By-Laws 23,
24-25,59
Conventions
1993: 145", 147
1994: 109", 111
1995: 56, 77, 95,111,112,

113-114,115,183,184,
185"·187,188",189",213
1996:163,198,212
1997: 212

Directory of Begonia
Societies 23, 163, 212
Eva Kenworthy Gray Award
54; recipients list 54
Herbert P. Dyckman Award
54; recipients list 54-55
Holiday greetings 96, 133

Horticultural Correspondent
58
Judging School 29, 134
Membership dues 59
National Directors 96
Nominating Committee 96
Officers, Election 97, 132
134,163
Officers, Installation 23, 97,
163
Research Dept. 23, 132
Round Robins 11, 12
Slate of Officers 97
Slide Library 55, 163
Unidentified begonias project
209
General
Acidity 125
Adelaide Botanic Gardens
126
Agricultural University,
Wagenigen 63
Air circulation 99
Air filter 170
Alcohol 63, 99
Altitude 82-83
Aluminum 99
American Horticultural
Society 94
Anthocyanins 7-10
Ants 91
Armand Bayou Garden tour
128
Assoc. of Australian Begonia
Societies Convention 1995
120, 128, 135, 209
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Assoc. Francoise de
Amateurs de Begonias 87
Ayr Flower Show 191
B & K Tropicals 47-48, 64
Baking soda 92
Ballaarat Botanic Gardens 85
Bark 99
Barkley Collection 28, 60
Barkley Research Grant 10
Barkley Preservation Fund 60
Basal stem 136
Begonia Ambassador Award
158
Begonia Society of New
South Wales 135
Begonia Species Bank 130,
132, 155-157
Begonia stand 160'-161
Begonias in nature 98, 103,
82-83
Begonias outside 49-50, 85
Begonias, as food 5, 7
Begonias, as food coloring 7
10
Begonias, cane-like 36',
37'50,52',75',84',90,99,
102,118,136,138,139-140,
168,195-196,197,215,217
Begonias, fragrant 65, 87,
118
Begonias, miniature 63, 64,
168,217
Begonias, rex 37', 39', 72',
185',215,217
Begonias, rhizomatous 30,
31,46,50,101',111',120
121',124'-125,131-132,
136,137,138,145',149',
150',151,153',165,167,
180',181',196-197,215,
217
Begonias, self-pollinating 165
Begonias, semi-tuberous 63
Begonias, semperflorens
165,167,168,217,218
Begonias, shrub-like 18, 30,
31,50,73',136,138,140,
165-167,197,213,220'
Begonias, species 30, 31, 82
83,90, 116'-117, 165, 167,
168,191,192',207,208',
209',214
Begonias, thick-stemmed 30,
31,50,137,138,147',165,
167, 197
Begonias, trailing-scandent
30,31,109',118,136,138
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Begonias, tuberous 1', 30,
31,64,99,126-127,30,31,
165, 167, 168, 190
Begonias, unidentified 30, 31,
151,152',213,214
Beijing Botanical Garden 83
Bleach 64, 217
Blood meal 170
Bloom time 170
Bone meal 170
Botanic Garden, Paris 207
Bottom heat 217
Bromeliad Society of Broward
County 172
Bubble wrap 63, 100
Bud drop 64
Canadian Begonia Society 29
CBS This Morning 128
Cement 139
Center for Plant Preservation
132
Charcoal 62
Chelsea Flower show 151
Chemicals, in water 215
Chlorine bleach 217
Cleaning pots 87
Cleansers 218
Climate zones 170
Cold frames 63
Columbine 166, 167
Companion planting 50
Constant feed 168, 196
Copper 92, 217
Cow manure 62
Cowboy Hall of Fame 114
Crystal Bridge 111, 172
Daisy Farm Nursery 94, 130,
140, 147
Darwin Botanic Garden 192
Dehumidifiers 169
Diazinon 99
DisneyWorld 93
Distilled water 92
Dormancy 99, 136, 137, 165,
207, 208
Drainage 86, 99, 132, 215
Eucalyptus bark 140
Fatty acids 218
Ferti-Lome 92
Fertilizers 11, 12, 92, 140,
215
Fiberglass 100
Fish emulsion 99
Flecker Botanic Gardens 135
Flower production 12
Flowers of sulphur 62, 92
Flowers, female 40', 209'

Flowers, male 40', 41-42,
208'
Fluorescent lights 11, 99,
100,196,217
Foliar feeding 46,140,196
Food additives 7
Food coloring 7-10
Fort Worth Botanic Garden
28,75,80,102,131,151,
158
Fort Worth Garden Club 180
Fragrance 65, 87, 165, 190,
197,207,208,215
Fungicide 99
Germination 27
Glasgow Botanic Garden 51,
192,193,207
Green Mountains Botanical
Garden 73', 75
Greenlight Super Bloom 168
Ground covers 50
Growth hormone powder 169
Gulf Coast Gardeners' Forum
129
Halide lights 100
Hanging containers 118-119,
136,165,215,217
Heat 63, 80,217, 218
Heat mats 99, 100, 217
Home Depot 131
Horticultural Society of South
Florida 93
Hoya 166, 167
Humidity 63, 125, 144, 197
Huntington Library &
Botanical Gardens 114
Hybridizing 11-12, 64, 65,
170, 196-197
In vitro culture 7-10
Infantile stages 11-12
Inflorescence 41 , 43
Insecticide 218
Insulation 63
Japan Begonia Society 150
Kartuz Greenhouses 56, 113
Keiki grow paste 99
Lammington National Park 75
Landscaping, Florida 49-50
Lava rock 140
Leaf Drop 64,99,131,137,
168
Leaf markings 11-12
Leaf mold 62, 140
Leaf scars 131
Leaves, spiral 168
Light intensity 83, 118, 168
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Lights 99, 100, 196, 217
Logee's Greenhouses 218
Los Angeles County
Arboretum 114
Lysol 92, 217
Macnair Trophy Fund 60
Mae Blanton Service Award
158
Magic Castle 56, 114
Malathion 64
Marguerite Vernon Award
158
Mariachi Estrella 158
Martin Johnson Memorial
Expedition 58, 61, 98, 164
Master Gardeners 151, 194
Maturity & leaf markings 11
Mealy bugs 63, 218
Micro-culture 7
Mildew 63, 92, 154, 169, 170,
217,218
Mini-climates 170
Miracle Gro 217
Moisture 50
Mulch 50
Mulford B. Foster Bromeliad
Identification Center 208
Munich Botanical Garden 81
National Rex Collection 51,
193
Nematodes 51
New England Flower show
129
New Guinea Botanic Garden
192
New York Botanic Gardens
41, 158
New York Flower Show 94
New Zealand moss 218
Nitrogen 12
Nutricote 140, 216
Oak leaf mold 140
Open pollination 166
Organic growing 190
Organogenesis 8-9
Oyama pots 170
Palm Beach Tropical Flower
Show 93,94
Peat moss 131, 139, 140,
159,216
Peat pots 64
Perlite 131,139,140,159,
168,215,216,217,218
Phosphorus 12
Physan "20" 99
Pigments 7-10

Pinching 46, 84, 170
Poet~53, 65, 123, 172
Pollen 87, Sl
Pollination 87
Pots, self-watering 118
Potting soil 12, 62
Propagation 46, 100, 124,
125,159,162,218
Pruning 46, 170, 217
Pyrethrum 91
Queensland Begonia Society
128
Rainwater 215
Rancho Soledad Nurse~ 113
Recycled containers 170
Repotting 46
Reproductive organs 42-43
Rhodes & Rockcliffe 151
Root pruning 217
Root system 46, 50, 99, 159,
169,217,218
Rooting in water 168
Rot 99, 131, 159,215
Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew
41,51,183,193
Royal Botanic Gardens,
Sydney 85, 135
Royal Horticultural Society
51,191,192
Saddleback Valley Bromeliad
Society 172
Safer's Insecticidal Soap 218
Salts buildup 215
Sand 62,168
Sarawak Forest Dept. 41
Saucers 118
Schultz rose fungicide 170
Seaweed 64
Seed 164, 190, 217
Seed Fund 39, 44, 45
Seed growing 159, 196-197,
217
Seed pods 64, 169, 196
Self-pollination 42
Shad, & leaf changes 11
Shade 11, 50, 84, 140, 168,
215,218
Shade cloth 140, 179, 217
Simpson Memorial Garden
Center 102
Singapore Botanic Garden
192
Smithsonian Institution 117
Sobego Institute of Horticul
ture 81
Societe Beige de Begonia 81,
83
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Soil Conditioner 131
Soilless mix 162, 196
Southwest Region Get
Together 1995: 39,61,79,
148, 158, 166
Southwest Region Get
together 1996: 158
Sphagnum moss 99, 131,
168
St. Louis Botanic Gardens
132
Staminodes 42
Sterility 90
Sterilizing soil 159
Styrofoam containers 159,
162,170
Styrofoam cup 159, 162
Sulphur 62, 99
Sulphur, flowers of 62, 92
Sumatra expedition 58, 61,
98,164,214
Sunlight 140, 218
Sunshine State Tropicals 86
Survival 80
Sussen Green 99
Sweater boxes 100, 218
Tarleton University 128
Technical University, Delft 63
Temperature 11,49-50,63,
82-83, 137
Terrariums 63, 91-90, 125,
131,153,154,160'-161,165,
169,218
Texas method 162
Toxicity 218
Underplanting 50, 64
United States Botanical
Gardens 217
University of South Florida
Begonia Collection 155-157
University of South Florida
Botanic Gardens 155, 156'
157
Unusual containers 61
Unusual growth 41-42, 149',
150',151,152,213
Variability 208, 209
Variation 44-45, 98, 196-197
Variegation 11-12, 152'
Vermiculite 64, 131, 168,
216,217
Vietnamese species 4', 5'
Vinegar 216
Viruses 154
Vita-Lites 99
Vitamin B, 64
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Wagenigen Agricultural
University 41
Wall hanging 144'
Watch Us Grow 140
Water 83,131.215.216
Water circulation 83
Water. distilled 92
Water. rooting in 168
Watering 85-86.131.140,
159
Weidner's Begonia Farm 56.
113
Willsmore's Begonia farm
126,127
World Bromeliad Conference
1994 208
Worm castings 171

PUBLICATIONS
Books
Annales des Sciences
Naturelles 27
Begonias: The Complete
Reference Guide 136. 140.
165
Die Begonien 207
Flora of Ecuador 208
Growing Tuberous Begonias
in Australia 126-7
Introduction to Plant
Taxonomy 42
Les Begonias 207
Out on a Limerick 65
Poet's Domain 123
Smithsonian Contributions to
Botany #60: Begoniaceae 43,
117
Periodicals
Alamo Branch 128. 164
Alfred D. Robinson Branch
171
Astro Branch 194
Begonia Australis 84
Begonia Leaflet (Southwest
Region) 10. 28
Begonia Society of New
South Wales 46. 86. 159
Begonias Begarra (Orange
County) 5. 62. 102
Botanical Magazine 41
Brittonia 117
Bulletin of the Torrey
Botanical Club 43
Cactus Comments 172
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Commentary 172
Country Life 151
Curtis Botanical Magazine
207
Dallas Life Magazine 28
Dallas Morning News 51, 119
Fort Lauderdale Branch 172.
213
Horticulture 51. 95
Kew Magazine 183
Knickerbocker News 162
Le Begonia (Societe Beige du
Begonia) 81. 82
Ie petit bego-fil (Assoc.
Francoise de Amateurs de
Begonias) 87. 125
Miami Branch 194
Monterey Bay Branch 53
New York Times Magazine 5
Newsletters
Palm Beach Daily News 51
Pinellas County Branch 51
Plain Dealer 89
Pup Talk 172
Queensland Begonia Society
150
San Diego Home & Garden
128
Satellite Shuttle 171
Shade House (Doug Frost
Branch) 101

AFFILIATED
SOCIETIES

Region
Southwest Region 6. 10,28.
56.78,95.130.132.148.
158.186.212.213
Members at Large 125
Branches
Alamo 6. 128. 158, 187. 204.
212
Alfred D. Robinson 95. 132.
148.171.186
Astro 164, 186. 194. 205, 212
Barkley 6. 56. 97. 102. 119.
129. 134. 172. 186
Buxton 60. 97.129,134.139.
186.213
Connecticut 212
Dallas Area 28, 97. 102. 132,
134.148.171.186.213
Doug Frost 6. 95. 101, 132.
185.211.212
East Bay 212

Edna Stewart Pittsburgh 212
Elsa Fort 212
Florida West Coast 210, 212
Fort Lauderdale 6. 23. 56.
94, 139. 148, 163. 172. 186.
201.213
Garden Grove 23. 29
Greater Atlanta 196
Houston Satellite 62. 78.
129,171.187.206.212
Jacksonville 186
Knickerbocker 6. 56. 62. 94.
139.162.171
Long Beach Parent Chapter
163,187.210
Mae Blanton 130. 186. 197
Miami 6. 23. 56. 60. 95. 102.
129.148,157.163.186.
194,201.213
Monterey Bay 53. 101. 186
Orange County 5. 62, 97.
102. 134. 186. 206
Palm Beaches 6.51.93.94.
139.148.163.201.213
Palomar 95, 205
Palomar 97.132.134.148
Palos Verdes 29. 185
Pinellas County 51,58. 139.
140.157,212
Potomac 139. 212
Rubidoux 151,186
Sacramento 97. 134. 187.
211
San Francisco 97.132.134.
186
San Gabriel Valley 187
San Miguel 186. 210
Santa Barbara 139, 187.211
Santa Clara Valley 157, 187,
199
South Bay 53. 95. 186
Tampa Bay 157. 212
Theodosia Burr Shepherd
29.57.139.140.166.206
Westchester 62. 95. 132.
135.161,186.187.193.196
Western Reserve 139
Whittier 78, 187. 210
William Penn 212
International Societies
Association Francoise de
Amateurs de Begonias 87.
125
Association of Australian
Begonia Societies 83. 120.
126
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Begonia Society of New
South Wales (Australia) 6,
60,86, 135, 159
Canadian Begonia Society
29, 95
Japan Begonia Society 150

Individuals
Abbott, Mary 157
Alberti, Katherine 193
Amey, Maurice 158
Ammerman, Robert 186, 187
Anderson, Chuck 137
Anderson, Coleen 168
Andros, Shelley 29,97,134,
163
Ash, Bill 51 ,158
Ash, Muriel 191
Ashizawa, Atsyuki 149
Asmussen, Billie & Don 39,
130
Ayers, Elaine 63, 64, 99, 100,
170
Bada, Clara 130
Ben, Sylvia 23, 186
Benningfield, Betty 59, 64,
96, 138
Berden, Blain 29
Bird, Iris 186, 187
Bishop, Cynthia 63, 100, 168
Blair, Joy 187, 193
Blanton, Mae 30, 99, 168,
184,218
Blythe, Bobbie 51
Boardman, Bruce C. 23, 97,
115,128,134,158,163
Boardman, Tamsin 51, 115,
130,218
Bobechko, Ardys 29
Bolwell, Ross 86
Bradley, Kay & Lome 187
Breen, Geoff 135
Brin, Roberto 98, 136
Brown, Janet 193
Bucholtz, Mary 23, 58, 63, 96
Burnett, Thelma 29
Buss, Rhodora 64, 9, 168,
218
Butler, Bob 187
Calkins, Eleanor 136
Carlson, Virginia 186, 187
Castellon, Beth 133, 136,
158,165
Caterall, Dr. Eric 98
Caviness, Dorothy 172
Ceri, Bennett 65

Cherry, Bob 4, 135
Chevalier, Charles 207
Ching, Lincoln 186, 187
Christiansen, Clair 193
Christianson, Dennis 64
Clark, Alice 186
Clawson, Evelyn 162
Clemens, Effie & Howard
129,172
Clemons, Linda & Mike 129
Clingin, Phillip 85
Coats, Margaret 168, 169
Cochran, Bob 23, 94, 129,
130
Cole, Elizabeth 60
Conaway, Tom 168
Corwin, Mabel 65, 113, 128,
184,191,217
Coulat, Joan 29, 96, 97,133,
186, 187
Crouch, Glennis 179
Czapla, Cathy 64, 99
Dahlquist, Ken 189
de Candolle, Alphonse 27
Delavie, Alain 193
DeMare, Fran 94, 129, 120
Dobson, Rosemary 29
Dodd, Bob 172
Dodd, Thelma & Bob 102
Dodd, Thelma 102, 129
Dombey, Jose 207
Doorenbos, Prof. Jan 63,
137,165
Dube, Marilyn 63, 99, 169,
217
Dyess, Lucille 148
Dykzeul, Teri 29
Elston, Eleanor 29
Essig, Dr. Fred 157
Eubank, Jerry & Mike 158
Frost, DOU9 23
Findley, Lorraine 29
Frost, Goldie 75, 101
Fuentes, Leora 78,148,158
Fratus, Peggy 94, 130
Fisher, Margaret 97, 134,
163, 187
Fotsch, Karl Albert 207
Franklin, Ruth 111, 187
Franz, Pat 129
Ferraro, Michael 135
Fuentes, Ray 158
Fletcher, Ann 194
Fletcher, George 194
Gabbert, Melba 53
Garbalosa, Rolando 53

Gardner, Dottie 129
Giles, Piron 30
Golden, Bob 186, 187
Golding, Jack 94, 136
Golub, Mike 169
Gonzalez, Chuck 130
Green, Frank 28. 129
Green, Maybelle 129
Hall, Clarence 89
Hall, Tish 89
Handreck, Kevin 85, 86
Hantgin, Pam 57
Harrington, John 129
Hay, Jane 63, 65
Hively, Suzanne 89
Holtzman, Sharon 64, 99,
168
Hoover, Scott 50, 51,61,98,
207
Horne, Diane 129, 158, 172
Hoskins, Arlene & Jack 113,
188
Howell, John 51,63,130,
148,151,153,158,166,186,
217
Huckabee, Kathleen 128
Ingles, Arlene 23, 96
Ingles, John Jr. 59
Jangoux, Jacques 140
Jaros, Charles 55, 130, 163,
194
Jaros, Chuck 194
Jaros, Helene 194
Jens, Virginia 130
Jin, Dr. Xiaobai 183
Johnson, Martin 58, 61
Jones, Jeanne 29
Kahr, Mervin 169
Kalal, Adena & Bob 23
Karegeannes, Carrie 207
Kartuz, Michael 23, 97, 128,
134,163
Keepin, Tom 120, 151,171
Keller, John 100, 168, 169
Kelly, Clayton M. 207
Kettler, Virginia 148, 158
Kilpatrick, Lyla 84, 85
King, Richard 64
Klevinas, John 29
Klevinas, Zita 29
Kotyk, Walter 60
Koza, Janice 139, 172
Kusier, Belva 39, 52, 139
Labrie, Philip 135
Lee, Margaret 23, 96, 97,
128,184
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Lee, Pam 158, 171
Leer, Mary Ann 187
Leonard, Lulu 148
Lex, Miree 29
Lloyd, Christopher 151
Lothman, Toby 139, 171
Lowe, Paul 130
Luther, Herry E. 208
Macias, George 130, 148,
151
Mackey, Ken 99
Macnair, Wanda & Dick 139,
158,189
Macnair, Wanda 129, 139,
158,186,189
Mahan, Amos 168
Manka, Tim 159
Mann Dorothy 120
Mann, Dorothy & Barry 151,
152
Manthorne, Bob 115
Martin, Tovah 51
Masters, P. J. 187
Mateus, Elizabeth 51, 94, 129
McBratney, Betsey 120
McClelland, Mary 218
McCooey, Marie 187
McCormick, Mary Ellen 130,
158
McElderry, Patricia 193
McGough, Chuck 28, 64, 158
Mcintyre, Loretha 65, 217
McLauchlan, Betty & Hugh
191
McLellan, Dr. Tracy 117
Meyer, Carl 89
Meyer, Mickey 120
Miller, Don 23, 51,130,148,
158,213
Miller, Dorothy 186, 187
Minter, Marie 168
Mitchell, Henry 166
Mlakar, Julie 78
Mooney, Barbara 64, 99
Moorhead, Beebe 29
Morris, Annelte 29
Murotani, Yuri 187
Nevins, Ronnie 187, 193
Nierenburg, Alice 64, 89, 169
Nobusawa, Midori 75
Norwood, B. 62
Notaras, Carol & Peter 186
Notaras, Carol 23, 61, 97,
115,134,163,186,187
Nuss, Irene 12, 184, 187
O'Donnell, Alice 62, 129, 212
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O'Reilly, Thelma 30, 98, 128,
136,166,184,188",209
O'Reilly, Thelma & Tim 186
Parker, Barbara & Kelton 191
Parker, Kelton 23, 28, 78,
102,115,130,151,158
Paulson, Beverly 29
Pearson, Alice 129
Pearson, James 94
Pease, Ruth & Walter 187,
189
Petersen, Mary 53
Podren, Phyllis 129
Porter, Joy 27, 30
Pridgeon, Joyce 130
Real, Shirley 78
Reiching, Jack 186
Rentfro, Nancy 187
Resleff, Dorcas 169
Resnick, Claire 187
Rhodes, David 89, 151
Richardson, Russ 218
Rockcliffe, John 89,151
Roe, Kim 168
Rowland, Lois 64
Sakamoto, Mary & Eddie 113
Sakamoto, Mary 23, 29, 114,
186,187,193,198
Salisbury, Gene 23, 62, 96,
97,129,172
Salisbury, Ann 59, 78, 96, 97,
129,133,136,163,165,172,
184
Salter, Wyn 29
Sands, Dr. Martin 183
Scarr, Dr. Sandra 128
Schultz, Melba 158
Sears, Elayne 51
Seel, Eric 29, 187
Seelert, Sharon 187
Sharp, Shirley & Peter 135
Shelley, Sue 129
Shipley, Rose 128
Siebold, Howard 64, 99, 168,
217
Simnacher, Betsy 28, 51
Simon, Mary 64, 65, 169, 170
Smith, Dr. Lyman B. 208
Snyder, Stephanie 193
Spencer, Allen 157
Spiers, Helen 62, 78, 170
Stone, Susan 50
Strother, Peggy & Paul 187
Stuart, Jeff 63, 64
Sulc, Mary & Milan 189"
Sullivan, Estelle 62, 129

Swyka, Mildred 63, 159, 171
Sytch, Greg 58, 140, 167,
212,217
Taback, Mary Ellen 168
Tanoue, Yoshinobu 187
Thomas, Madeline 217
Thompson, Brad 29, 62, 102,
115,185,186,187,193
Thompson, Millie 153
Titcomb, Gail 60
Tsamtsis, Paul 23, 115
Tuolo, Clara 99
Udell, Pat 129
Van der Laan, Beatrice
Huckriede 63
Vipond, Mary 89
Voss, Bill 168, 170,217
Wagner, Dr. Elmer 64
Wasshausen, Dr. Dieter 208
Waters, Mignon 187
Walts, Campbell 168
Westheimer, Dr. Ruth 60
Wilkinson, Herb 23, 58,187,
212
Williams, Ossie 193
Wills, Ruth 119
Willsmore, Ralph 126, 127

CONTRIBUTORS

Artists
Belkham, Pat Maley 39, 95
Mounger, Kit Jeans 147
Tangerini, Alice 117
Watkins, Nannette 3
Weinberg, Mary 111
Authors
Ash, Bill 191-193
Bates, Phyllis 91-90
Benoit, Dominique 87
Blanc, Patrick 82-83,124-125
Boardman, Bruce C. 135
Boardman, Tamsin & Bruce
98,103,119
Boardman, Tamsin 30, 61-62,
78,80,101-102,126-127,
136-137,139-140,158,165
166,171-172
Craig, Charles 172
Dworkin, Walter 11-12
Golding, Jack 41-43
Goodman, Gerald 162
Goodwin, Jan 4
Green, Frank 60
Hall, Clarence 76
Hamann, Virginia 63-65, 99
100,168-170,217-218
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Hatfield, Leslie 53
Holley, Freda 44-45
Keepin, Tom 194
Koza, Janice 213
Mann, Barry 120-121, 122
Mateus, Elizabeth 93-94
Meyer, Mickey 154
Miller, Don 27-28
Mounger, Kit Jeans 47-48
153 '

O'Reilly, Thelma 207-209
Parker, Ramona 53
Raddatz, Marj 151
Ropeik, Edythe 194
Salisbury, Gene 76, 164
Sena, Dale 155-157
Sharp, Peter 85-86
Siebold, Howard 190
Smith, Dr. M. A. L. 7-10
Swyka, Mildred 52, 88, 160
161
Sytch, Greg 49-51,90,92,
118-119,131-130,154,195
197, 215-216
Tanaka, Akira 149-150
Thompson, Brad 5, 113-114
Van den Boek, Gonny 123
Wasshausen, Dr. Dieter 117
Photographers
Ash, Bill 192, 220"
Balin, Patrick 124
Ben, Sylvia 181'
Boardman, Bruce C. 73',
188,189
Boardman, Tamsin 188, 189
CalkinS, Eleanor 185
Dworkin, Walter 12, 36"
Elzinga, Miem 40
Goodwin, Jan 4,5
Hessel, Sue 145'
Holley, Freda 72", 44, 45
Mann, Barry 121, 152
Mateus, Elizabeth 93
Miller, Don 27, 37'
Morgan, Brian 109'
Mounger, Kit Jeans 48
180",153 '
Neuman, Leo l'
O'Reilly, Thelma 208, 209
Sena, Dale 156
Smith, Dr. M. A. L. 8, 10
Swyka, Mildred 52, 88, 160
Sytch, Greg 49
Tanaka, Akira 149, 150
Welsh, Janet 108"
Wilkinson, Herb 144'

Translators
Boardman, Tamsin 82-83
Childress, Diana 82-83
Fairchild, Francoise 87

BEGONIA
acau/is 193
acida 75, 108'
aconitifolia 80
'Alamo Melba' 29
albo-picta 187
'Alice Faye' 84'
'Amelia' 102
amphioxus 183, 192, 220'
'Angel Baby' 3, 36'
'Angel Eyes' 3, 36'
'Anna Christine' 118
'Barbara Ann' 52'
bartonea hart. 'Winter
Jewel' 191
'Benitochiba'
'Benitsubomi' 148
'Bettina Rothschild' 87
'Big Decora' 149-150'
'Big Green' 50, 155, 156'
'Black Jack' 118, 215
bogneri 168
'Bokit' 47
boliviensis 191
'Boomer' 64
bowerae 129
'Bowtique' 55
brevirimosa 191, 192
buddleiifolia 27'-28
bulbillitera 82
'Bumble Bee' 187
'Buttercup' 55, 139
'Cachuma' 193
capanamae 171
'Caravan' 119
carrieae 47,169
'Cathedral' 129, 168
'Chantilly Lace' 169
'Charm' 94, 191
'Chelsea' 168
chlorosticta 40', 41-42
'Christmas Candy' 55 168
'Chuck Jaros' 50, 130'
'Cleopatra' 113, 169
'Cockatoo' 88'
'Compte de Lesseps' 191
'Comtesse Louise Erdody'
191
'Cannee Boswell' 55
'convolvulacea 80, 85, 155

'Coral Chimes' 65
coriacea 63, 64
'Corliss Engle' 65
'Cowardly Lion' 47,196,197
crassicaulis 44, 136, 138
'Crystal White' 29
cubensis 130, 136, 138
cucullata 85
'Cupid's Curl' 129
'Curly Merry Christmas' 191
'Curly Zip' 160',161
'Dancin' Fred' 129
'de Elegans' 149, 191
decora 83,124'-125,149
191 '

'Dede Dinah' 3, 12'
'Di-Anna' 148, 191, 215
diadema 191
dichotoma 129,137,138
dichroa 87,136,138,184
dipetala 137, 138
'Don Miller' 148
'Dr. Jim' 101
'Dragon Flight' 48, 153
dregei 63, 191
'Earl-ee-bee' 50
'Ebony' 29
echinosepala 87,119,165
167 '

egregia 30, 31, 87
'Eleanor Yates' 148
'Emerald Giant'191
'Emerald Jewell' 169
'Emma Walker' 75'
'Enchanting' 186
'Encinitas' 193
'Ernest K' 168, 217
'Erythrophylla' 94, 168
'Essie Hunt' 151
'Euphrates' 193
'Eunice Gray' 55, 184
exotica 102
'Fabulous Tom' 186, 187
'Fairy' 191
ternando-costae 44, 45'
'Filigree' 191
'Fireflush' 191
'Fireworks' 191
'Flamingo' 64
foliosa 85
'Fragrant Beauty' 149
'Freddie' 29, 55, 186
fuchsioides 85
gehrtii 44',45,137,138,169
186,191 '
geranioides 193
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'Gilligan's Island' 48
'Ginny'193
glabra 30, 31
'Glamour Rose Picotee' 166,
167
glandulifera 117
'Glendale' 55
'Glenn is Crouch' 55, 184
'Glory of St. Albans' 191
goegoensis 63, 149
'Gold Coast' 129
'Golden West' 55
'Goldilocks' 217
'Goliath' l'
grandis ssp. evansiana 82,
168,191
'Green Gold' 192
griffithii 63
guaduensis 168
'Harbison Canyon' 129
hatacoa 192
hatacoa 'Silver' 94
'Hawaiian Sunset' 29
'Helen Lewis' 191
heracleifolia 87,156',209
herbacea 129,148
hirfel/a 165, 167
hispida var. cucul/ifera 149
homonyma29
'Honeysuckle' 87
'Hot Tamale' 64
huegelli 50, 140
hydrocotylifolia 84, 165, 167
'Immense' 50
imperialis 191, 192
incamata var. sandersii 45
'Ionic' 65
'Irene Nuss' 50, 187, 215
'Ironstone' 191
'Jack Golding' 94
Jeans series 48
'Joe Hayden' 50, 129, 155,
156',196,197
'Josephine' 102
'Joy Porter' 129
'Jumbo Jet' 102, 129, 187
'Lady Frances Jean' 55
'Lana' 130
leathermaniae 45'. 136. 138
'Lees' Luxurians' 193
'Lenore Olivier' 52, 75, 84,
129,139
'Lime Swirl' 148
lindleyana 94
'Little Brother Montgomery'
129,148
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longimaculata 191
'Looking Glass' 102, 130
'Lospe Tu' 129
'Louise Closson' 191
'Lubbergei' 130, 148
lubbersii 52, 75, 87
'Lucerna' 87
ludwigii 30, 31, 193
'Lulu Bower' 148
luxurians 44, 73', 75, 191
macduffieana 29
maculata65
'Mad Hatter' 94, 130
'Madame Queen' 55, 111'
'Magdalene Madsen' 94
malabarica 87,191
'Mandarin Orange' 193
manicata 50, 196
mariannensis 116'-177'
"Martin's Mystery" 192
'Mary Ann Flunker' 193
'Mary Sakamoto' 29, 187
'Mary's Surprize' 193
masoniana 87, 193
'Matchmaker' 3, 36'
metallica 168
'Mickey's Pride' 120-121'
'Midnight Madness' 190
minor 87
minor 'Alba' 87
'Misty Meadows' 186, 187
'Mme. de Lesseps' 50
morel/ii 168
'Morocco' 29, 186
multinelYia 30, 31
'Mumtaz' 63
'Murray Morrison' 55
'Nancy Cummins' 141'
nelumbiifolia 50,145',147
nigritarum 63
nit/da (=minor) 207
nitida odorata (=minor) 87
'Nokomis' 55, 118, 168, 186,
187
octopetala 207,208',209
'Orange Rubra' 55, 191
'Organdy' 29
'Orococo' 80, 186, 187
oxyphyl/a 168
palmata 191
'Palmgarten' 186, 187
'Panasoffkee' 148
paranaensis 30, 31
parfita 29, 63
'Passing Storm' 129
'Paul Bee' 55

'Paul's Pride' 48'
pavonina 83
'Peach Parfait' 37', 39, 130,
148
pearcei 165,167,192,193
'Peggy Frost' 99'
peltata 30, 31, 136, 138, 197
'Persian Brocade' 99
pinetorum 61
'Pink Chaser' 109', 111
'Pink Jade' 129, 186, 187
'Pink Surprise' 94
'Pistachio' 217
platanifolia 191
plebeja 165, 167
popenoi50, 80, 129, 155
'President Carnot' 191
'Princess of Hanover' 191
prismatocarpa 29, 62, 63, 91
prismatocarpa'Variegation'
193
'Purple Petticoats' 55
pustulata 191
quadrialata 64
quatemata 98
radicans 137, 138
'Radium' 191
rajah 29, 63, 64, 99, 129,
148,149',187,193,218
'Raspberry Swirl' 191
raynaliorum 119, 129
'Red Lace' 129
rex 83, 170
'Richmondensis' 7, 8
'Ricinifolia' 80', 83
'Ricky Minter' 55
'Robinson's Peach' 29
'Roi de Roses' 191
'Rouge' 168
'Ruby' 61
'Rudy's Luxurians' 148
'Ruth Langl' 166, 167
salicifolia 29
sanguinea 165, 167
sceptrum 139, 148
scharffiana 50
schmidt/ana 64, 85
semidigitata 193
sericoneura 80, 137, 138
serratipetala 94, 191
'Silver Curl' 94
'Silver Giant '191
'Silver Misono' 148
'Silver Star' 55
'Silvermist' 184, 218
'Snowcap' 191, 193
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'Snowfall' 186
solananthera 90, 160', 161,
186,187
sonderana 63
'Sophie Cecile' 39', 55, 139
140, 186
'Spring Song' 155
'Steve Hurd' 148
stipulacea 168
suffruticosa 129
'Sugar Candy' 29
sutherfandii 82
taiwaniana 136, 138
'Tangier' 187
tayabensis 193
thelmae90
thiemei47, 137, 138, 155
'Thimbleberry' 168
thomsonii 147, 1503',180'
'Tingley Mallet' 191
'Tom Ment' 29, 130, 191
'Tom's Fantasy' 29
tonduzii98
'Torch' 50, 168
Tuberhybrida, fimbriata-type
30, 31
'Universe' 55
urticae 209
valida 81'
'Venepi' 130
venosa 87, 148, 165
'Verde Grande' 55
'Verschaffeltii' 186
versicolor 30, 31, 99, 168
'Vesuvius' 191
'Virbob' 55
'Vista' 191
'Vodka' 7
'W. B. Hollander' 169
'Wanda' 55, 192
'Washington Street' 94
'Wee Paws' 181', 183, 186
'White Freckles' 130
'White Richmondensis' 29
'Wild Irish Rose' 186
'Wild Pony' 94
'Withlacoochee' 55, 80
'Wylie's Weekend' 48'
xanthina 193
'Yellow Sweety' 190
Other Genera
Hiflebrandia 135
Symbegonia sanguinea 192
U012 192
B24 192

Sections
Begonia 117
Unidentified Begonia
U002 90
U007 (=U030) 30, 31
U012 191,193
U014 88,152'
U030 30, 31
U049 (tentatively juliana) 30,
31
U059 168
U068 129
U074 129
U087 (=coriacea) 63
U115 (=muftinervia) 30, 31,
137, 138
U168 151,213,99
U172 (=sericoneura) 137,
138
U176 148
U177 50, 90
U192 94
U199 136,138
U237 207,208',209'
U255 193
U320 208,214
U335 214
U336 214
U340 214
U341 214
U342 214
U343 214
U345 214
U346 214
U347 214
U348 214
U352 214
U353 214
U354 214
U355 214

'photo or drawing

Coming
Events

March 9-17:
New England Flower
Show.

April 13-14:
Florida West Coast
Branch Show & Sale at
University of South Florida
Botanic Garden Spring
Festival. This is also an
opportunity to visit their
Begonia Species Bank

April 25-28:

ASS Convention
'96

"Begonias in
Paradise"

Clarion Resort Hotel
Hollywood Beach, Florida
Hosted by Fort Lauder
dale, Miami, and Palm

Beaches
Branches

May 24-26:
(Memorial Day weekend)
1996 Southwest Region

Get-Together
Dallas, Texas

Harvey House Downtown
Hosted by the Dallas

Area Branch, with some
terrific surprises in store.

Y'all come!
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From the Mailbox
Greg Sytch, Horticultural Correspondent

Q: I have been growing tuberous bego

nias, and by the time I am able to get them
going in the spring and summer they do not
seem to bloom until it's almost too late to
enjoy them. This seems to happen more to
the non-stops than any others. Is there any
way Ican get them to start blooming sooner?
New Jersey

A: While I do not grow tuberous begonias

here in Florida, when I lived in New Jersey
I grew them with moderate success. The
key is an early awakening.

In March, slowly encourage your bulbs
to come out of dormancy by repotting them
in fresh soil, increasing the fertilizer, and
placing the plants in brighter light.

By mid to late April, sneak them out
doors where the light is much stronger, but
in a sheltered place. Tuberous begonias
will tolerate cool temperatures, and survive
as long as it is above freezing. Sheltered

areas should not be affected by any late
frosts. By the middle of May, you can
place pots outdoors in abright spot - morning
sun is best - and continue good culture.
Feed every week with a balanced fertilizer
to encourage growth. When the sterns seem
large enough to bloom, alternate with a
bloom type fertilizer such as 12-55-7 or 15
30-25. This should produce the first blooms
by June and continue all summer into fall.

However, sometimes New Jersey's
summers become too hot and humid for
tuberous types; do not be discouraged if
heat waves rob you of some flowering.
Once it cools down the blooming should
restart.
NOTE: often non-stops are grown from
seed and produce inferior bulbs the sec
ond year. Keep this in mind and try not to
expect these bulbs to produce good plants
until their third year.

Propagating Rhizomatous Begonias: Leaves

Recently I have heard from many be
gonia lovers who have had minimal success
propagating rhizomatous leaves. Most have
tried and failed with pieces of leaves cut
into wedges. Only a few realize the benefits
of using a whole leaf. It is easy and simple:

1) Prepare a soil mix. I like to use 3 parts
perlite, 1 part peat moss, and 1 part ver
miculite. This rnix is well-drained and holds
moisture but not so much as to rot leaves.

2) Choose a healthy leaf, but never a brand
new one. Try for a crisp outer leaf not
showing damage, or one in the middle of
the plant. Take it off as close to the center
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of the plant as possible (any part of the
petiole you leave on the plant will wilt away
naturally).

3) Cut the petiole to within 1/2"-1" of the
junction with the leaf base, on an angle.
Then dip the end in a rooting hormone and
insert into your mix. I sucessfully root large
leaves directly into 3" pots, with smaller
leaves going into 2 1/2" pots. You may also
use a flat pan (in which case a small layer
of pure perlite on the bottom helps).

4) When inserting the leaf, make sure it is
horizontal, and bUry it up to the area where
the leaf meets the petiole. Water in lightly,
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and place in an area that is bright (but never
in hot sun) and moist. Covering with a clear
dome, plastic, or other transparent device
creates greenhouse conditions that will
increase rooting success and decrease
rooting time.

5) For extra large leaves, such as 'Earl-ee
bee' or 'Big Green', the leaf may be reduced
in size by cutting the outer edges in a
triangular pattern. This should not affect
the leaf, but to play it safe you may spray
with a fungicide.

Ideal conditions produce babies on
rexes in 3-4 weeks, while most other rhi
zomatous types take between 4-5 weeks
to show growth. Once growth is seen, a
dilute fertilizer will aid development.

A word of caution: during peak
blooming season (winter and early spring
for most) when the plant's energy is directed
toward producing flowers, it is wise not to
take leaf cuttings. Leaves may rot more
quickly. Wait until blooming is finished. I
have found that here in Florida late summer
and fall are fantastic times to root leaves.

After the leaf spawns new growth and
the pot is filled with roots, minimize rotting
by potting up gradually. Step up one size
only (a 3" pot to a 4" pot, for example).

Greg Sytch is Horticultural Correspondent
for ABS, and reminds members: if you
have a growing problem with a begonia,
don't hesitate to drop him a line. He'll try to
reply quickly and efficientlyt His address is
P.o. Box 1033B Port Richey FL 34653.

Request
from Scotland

Paul Matthews, Curatorat the Glasgow
Botanic Gardens, has written requesting
help in finding Asian begonias in the sec
tion Knesebeckia for a research project.
Needed are the following:

Begonias adscendens, anceps,
asperifolia var. asperifolia, asperifolia
var. tomentosa, ctavicaufis,
concanensis, dioica, (amoena,
tenella), fimbristipula (cyclophylla),
fordii, grandis, grandisssp. evansiana
var. simsii, grandis ssp. evansiana
var. uniatata, grandis spp.. sinensis,
grandis ssp. sinensis var. puberula,
grandis Dryander ssp. hotostyla,
imitans, josephii var. josephii, josephii
var. macrocarpa, josephii var. minima,
khasiana, labordei, lushaiensis,
minicarpa (modestif/ora), miranda,
muliensis, pedunculosa, picta (erosa),
satrapis, summoglabra, surculigera,
tribenensis, yui, yunnanensis var.
yunnanensis, yunnanensis var.
sootepensis, yunnanensis var. thorelii,
cordifolia, gemmipara, parvuliflora var.
parvufif/ora, parvufiflora var.
pubescens, taliensis, wilsonii

If you are growing any of the begonias
listed above, please contact Paul Matthews,
Curator, Glasgow Botanic Gardens, 730
Great WesternRoad, Glasgow G12 OUE
Scotland.

Quote:
"If people would listen to themselves more often

They would talk less." '
Marion Lindgren,
in the Westchester Branch newsletter
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Happy New Year
and Happy Birthday,

One and All!

Happy January Birthday to ABS, as
our first branch, Long Beach Parent
Chapter, celebrates its birthday. Our Society
is 64 this year!

What have we accomplished in that
time? Well, we've gone national; estab
lished relations with international begonia
societies and members in other countries;
set up Round Robins and the Clayton M.
Kelly Seed Fund; registered hundreds of
new hybrids; sponsored collecting trips;
started the Adopt-a-Species program, and
just in this decade helped start two Begonia
Species Banks.

Our members have contributed to
begonia knowledge. Jack Golding and
Carrie Karegeannes co-authored the
Smithsonian Institution's Contributions jQ

Botany #60: Begoniaceae, and Mildred and
Edward Thompson co-authored Begonias:

The Complete Reference Guide. John
Ingles Jr. has updated the Buxton Check
List of Begonia Hybrids.

There's still lots more to do to live up to
our Aims and Purposes. Above all we hope
to increase our "Friendly Contact" with all
members - people from different areas,
different backgrounds, all united in love of
beauty as found in the varied and bewitching
begonia family.

How about making a New Year's
Resolution to keep growing - not only be
gonias, but in fellowship with your fellow
members? Pick an area of interest, and
volunteer to help out - there's a wide range
of committees and jobs, and you'll be wel
comed with open arms. Help spread the joy
of growing Nature's most fascinating plants.
Just think what we could accomplish,
working together!

Quote:
"Every action in our lives touches a chord that will 'Vibrate forever."
Satellite Shuttle

Pacific Horticulture
d qu,lrterly IDumal clbout plants and gardens of the West

pllbl1shed by the not·lor-proll! PJclric Horticultural Foundation
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Makes a Ime glfl lor gardeners!
SUbscnplions dre $20/year USA

$23Jyear CanadaJMex;co
S25/ye2f in o!her countries

Send check. Visa or Master Card to:
PHF. Box 485. Berkeley. CA 94701·0485
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Beware!
for begonia growers who have cats

Christmas before last my son pre
sented me with two kittens I refer to as the
"Beautiful Burmese Beasties", Flossie and
Freddie. These cats are affectionate and
often smarter than I; there's a loaded water
pistol on the sill above the kitchen sink
because Floss likes to jump up on the
counter and unroll the paper towels, and I
had to put child-proof locks on lower cabi
nets because Fred likes to curl up in large
cooking pots - not too hygienic!

A couple of months ago I had filled a
one-gallon watering can with a dilute so
lution of Peter's 20-20-20. The dryer went
off, and I went to fold clothes; when I came
back into the kitchen Floss was enthusi
astically lapping the fertilizer-water mixture.
I chased her off and thought nothing more
about it.

The next morning Fred made a few
dashes at her as an invitation to come and
play, but she'd have none of it. I thought,
that'll teach you, old girl. The following
morning she didn't try to beat Fred to the
food bowl, was extremely lethargic, and felt
warm, so we made a trip to the vet along
with a list of the ingredients of Peter's
fertilizer.

Flossie was dehydrated and had a
temperature. The vet phoned the animal
poison center and they told her that Flossie's
kidneys couldn't handle the nitrogen.

Sooo - Floss spent an overnight at the
veterinary hospital, with intravenous feed
ing and antibiotic shots. When I picked her
up the next afternoon I was presented with
acontainerof pills and a bill totaling $198.00!
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by Thelma McRae

Not the end of the story: Fred really
missed his sister - and if you've ever heard
a Siamese yowl, a Burmese is worse by far.
He'd never jumped on the counter before 
maybe he was looking for his sister? When
I brought Floss home I put the antibiotic
container (one of those with a child-proof
cap that only a kid can open) with the cap
on loosely so that I wouldn't break another
fingernail opening it. There was a pan
soaking in the sink and sometime that night
Fred knocked the container off the sill and
into the pan. Another eight bucks for more
antibiotics. Floss survived, but I came near
to cutting Fred's throat!

Moral: Doesn't matter how smart your
cat is, it'll do some pretty dumb (and obvi
ously expensive) things. Fertilizers aren't
for cats!

Thelma McRae is Members-at-Large Di
rector for ABS, and lives in Paradise: her
address is 5471 S. LibbyRd#15, Paradise
CA 95969.
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BULLETIN BOARD
ASS News

MEETING BY MAIL

In an effort to provide more opportu
nity for members to participate in running
the Society, the Board will be conducting
some business by mail.

On October 18, 1995 ballots were
mailed to all 34 Board members and all 30
known Branch Director/Representatives,
asking them to vote on several appoint
ments and on a proposed change involving
funds produced by the Seed Fund. Ballots
were to be returned by Nov. 20.

With all officers and chairs and 25
National Directors responding, all ap
pointments were approved (see Appoint
ments, below).

Continuing to give 10% of monies
generated by the Seed Fund to the Re
search Department was defeated by a
narrow margin (28 for, 32 against). Several
interesting suggestions were made on
better use of the funds in question, and the
suggestions will be discussed at the Board
meeting in January.

Five ballots were not returned.

Still needed are the names of the
Branch Director/Representative for
Brooklyn/Queens/Nassau, Rubidoux,
Theodosia Burr Shepherd, and Western
Reserve branches.

The ABS Constitution designates the
National Director (may also be known as
National Representative) as the liaison
between the branch and the national or
ganization. Each National Director is a
voting member of the national Board.
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Please help keep your branch current
and voting! Send the name and address of
your National Director/Representative to
the Secretary and the President as soon as
possible. Deadline for listing in the
Directory of Begonia Societies is
January 15,1996.

APPPOINTMENTS

Ballot Counting Chair:
Ingeborg Foo
1050 Melrose Way
Vista, CA 92083

Ballot Counting Committee:
Pearl Swatsek
633 Traci Lane
Vista, CA 92084
Michael Kartuz
1408 Sunset Dr.
Vista, CA 92083

Awards Committee:
Charles Jaros
200 Maureen Dr.
Sanford, FL 32771
Michael LUdwig
6040 Upland SI.
San Diego, CA 92114-1933

Correction

Ruth Pease has written to say that the
photo ofthe begonia display on p. 189
in the Nov.-Dec. '95 issue was not of
the Pease' award-winning display, it
was of the Palomar Branch display.
We regret the error.
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BOARD MEETING

The next meeting of the Board of Di
rectors of the American Begonia Society
will be held January 20, 1996 at the Best
Western DeAnza Motel in Monterey, Cali
fornia.

All members are welcome. Elected
and appointed officers and National Di
rectors of branches are urged to attend.

On the agenda for the meeting will be
appointment of a new Advertising Manager
forthe Begonian; approval ofname change
of Pinellas County Branch to Florida West
Coast Branch; approval of name of a new
branch in Massachusetts; an application
for a charter from a new branch in Houston,
Texas; and a report from the Research
Director.

If you would like to comment on any of
these, or if there is other business you
would like to have discussed, please write
to President Ann Salisbury by January 5,
and send a copy of your letter to Secretary
Margaret Fisher (addresses on inside back
cover).
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AWARDS
NOMINATIONS

February 1st is the deadline for
submitting nominations for ABS' top
awards. Awards Chair Mary Sakamoto
reminds us that nominations mustcover
the reasons you believe your nominee
deserves to be recognized.

Please see the November-De
cember 1995 issue, p. 198, for a de
scription of the criteria for reCipients of
each award, and the March-April 1995
issue for a listing of previous winners (a
person may win an award only once; but
since the Alfred D. Robinson Medal is
given to a begonia, a hybridizer may win
more than once).

BACK ISSUES
Chairman needed!

Until a chair is found, Ann Salisbury
will continue to fill requests for Back Issues
of the Begonian. Ann's address is P. O.
Box 452, Tonkawa, OK 74653.

Back Issues are available to branch
libraries for cost of postage only. The li
brarian must be an ASS member.
Branches are reminded that they can also
order recent overprints (for use at sales,
displays, talks, or just to give to visitors at
meetings) for the cost of postage only.
Order from either Ann Salisbury (address
above) or editor Tamsin Boardman, P.O.
Box 69, Bluff Dale, TX 76433.

Temporary Special!
Members wishing to order specific is

sues, or certain years, can do so for 50
cents per copy or $2 per year, plus post
age. Write to Ann Salisbury (address
above).
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Clayton M. Kelly Seed Fund Notes
Beth Castellon, Seed Fund Director

Species Seed
Shrub-like
B. cyathophora (Peru, 1835; syn.
Iynchiana). Medium-sized bare leaves,
scarlet flower winter-spring. 100% germi
nation, 10 days:
B. huegelli(Brazil, 1861). Broad hairy lobed
bronze-to-green leaves, red beneath. White
bearded flowers. Wild collected in forest
clearing at 1200-1500 metres. Not tested.
(See July-Aug. Begonian 1995 p. 140 for
recent information; also, Jan-Feb '89 cover.)
B. incarnata 'Sandersii'. B. incarnata
seedling, 1901. Small bare leaves, brilliant
and profuse pink flowers. 100% germina
tion, 15 days.
B. peltata (Mexico, 1841). Firm round pel
tate white-felted leaves, showing green
when wet. White flowers late autumn-spring.
100% germination, 11 days.
B. pulchella (Brazil, 1820). Small leaved.
Wild collected in forest 1200-1500 metres.
Not tested. (See Jan-Feb 1989 Begonian
p.9.)

Thick-stemmed
B. petasitifolia (Brazil, 1941). Large-leaved,
non-branching trunk. 95% germination, 12
days.

Rhizomatous
B. f1occifera(lndia, 1884). Medium sparsely
felted leaves, pinkish-white flowers winter
spring.
B. goegoensis(Sumatra, 1882). Distinctive
foliage. large leaves, pink flowers late
winter-spring, moderate.'
B. nelumbiifolia(MexicotoColombia, 1830).
large leaves, white flowers winter-spring.
100% germination, 15 days.
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B. pruinata (Costa Rica, 1864). Medium
dark green leaves, white flowers in winter.
100% germination in 10 days.

Trailing-Scandent
B. mazae forma nigricans (Mexico, 1980).
100% germination, 11 days.

Tuberous
Please see the article "Bewitching Bego
nias" on p. 7 for descriptions of two more
listings, Begonias U332 and U333, now
identified.

Hybrid Seed
(seed parent listed and described)
B. 'Elizabeth Lockhart' cane-like Superba
type
B. 'Lana' cane-like Superba type with dark
green silver-splashed leaves, flowers rose
red spring through fall.
B. 'Texas Tea Sipper' cane-like, low
growing, dark green leaves with silverspots,
coral flowers
B. rexcultivar, wide range of colorful foliage.
Cross of red-flowered tuberous x red
flowered semp. Described as tall and flo
riferous. Lustrous leaves. This is a second
generation cross, and should be interest
ing.

'very limited quantity
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CLAYTON M. KELLY SEED FUND LISTING

The Seed Fund is a service 10 mem
bers only. II is a privilege of your
membership.
The Seed Fund would appreciate re
ceiving donations of any fresh seed,
as our supply is very limited at this
time. Thank you!
All packets of species seed are $1
each, and all packets of hybrid seed
are 50c each.
All orders must be accompanied by
check or money order payable ONLY
in US funds to The Clayton M. Kelly
Seed Fund
Costs of mailing:
US only: 1-12 packets, $1; 13-24,
$1.35; 25-36, $1.71; 37-48 (2 cans).
$2.30; 49-60, $2.66.
Canada only: 1-12 packets, $1.10;
13-24, $1.46; 25-36, $1.82; 27-48 (2
cans) $2.35; 49-60, $2.71.
Mexico only: 1-12 packets, $1.15;
13-24, $1.51; 25-36, $1.87; 37-48 (2
cans), $2.5049-60, $2.81.
All other international mail: 1-12
packets, $1.85; 13-24, $2.68; 25-36,
$3.68; 37-48, $4.68; 49-60, $5.68.
Please send your order with payment
to:

Beth Castellon
Propagation Range

New York Botanical Garden
Bronx, NY 10458

U.S.A.
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Species Seed
$1 per packet

B. cyalhophora*
B. floccifera
B. goegoensis*
B. huegelii
B. incarnata
B. mazae forma nigricans*
B. nelumbiifolia
B. peltata
B. petasitifolia
B. pruinata
B. pulchella
B. U332: B. biserrata
B. U333: B. pedata

*very limited quantity

Hybrid Seed
50c per packet

B. 'Elizabeth Lockhart'
B. 'Lana'
B. 'Texas Tea Sipper'
B. rex cultivar
Tuberous x semp. cross
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Conservation News

Adopt-a-Species Project

As rainforests worldwide undergo cut
ting and devastation, ABS has responded
with efforts to help preserve in cultivation
as manyofthe begonia species as possible,
while simultaneously sponsoring collecting

trips into endangered areas.

The ABS Conservation Department
Adopt-A-Species project is now a year old,
and over 75 begonia species have now
been adopted by ABS members. We've
also been joined by the San Miguel Branch,
whose members are sponsoring, jointly, B.
U218 - in addition to the fact that every one
of their members has adopted at least one
species to care for, propagate, and dis
tribute.

The Begonia Species Bank at Fort
Worth Botanic Garden, under the direction
of Curator Kelton Parker, has slightly over
250 species, and our newest Species Bank
at the University of South Florida Botanic
Garden, under Curator Dale Sena, has
about 90 species.

The search for new species goes on,
too. Read Virginia Jens' article on p. 3
about collecting in Mexico - an opportunity
that's available to us all. We hope to have
a report soon on the Martin Johnson Me
morial Expedition to Sumatra last year.
Seeds have already been offered through
the Seed Fund, and collector Scott Hoover
believes that some at least will be species
unknown previously.

Are you concerned about loss of be
gonia species as their habitat disappears?
Join us in the tight to keep them going!
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Write Conservation Chair Bruce C.
Boardman, P.O. Box 69, Bluff Dale, TX
76433, and adopt your favorite begonia!

Thank you! to Houston Satellite
Branch for their donation of $100 to the
Adopt-A-Secies Project.

"Simply stated, insects and disease are
bringing a message that the plant is under
stress. That message is incomprehensible
as long as we view pests as enemies." 
Eliot Coleman, in The New Organic Gar
dener

Beginning next issue:
Going Organic

a column dedicated to helping you grow
better begonias naturally!
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In the News...

Begonias!

Begonias masoniana, 'Red Heart',
'Greenpeace', a Rieger hybrid, rex, 'Mardi
Gras', and 'Morocco' are featured on the
cover of the 1996 calendar put out by the
University of South Florida Botanical
Garden.

The colorful 8.5" x 11" calendars may
be ordered from the University of South
Florida, Dr. F. B. Essig, Dept of Bioiogy-L1F
136, University of South Florida 4202 E.
Fowler Ave., Tampa, FL 33620-5150. Cost
including tax and shipping is $14.78. Profits
support the development of the USF Bo
tanical Garden, home to our second Be
gonia Species Bank.

"beguiling begonias" was the title of a
six page spread by Christine Bucks in the
December, 1995 issue of Organic Gar
~. Quoted were ABS members Daniel
Haseltine, Michael Kartuz, Thelma
O'Reilly, and Howard Siebold; and Tovah
Martin of Logee's Greenhouses. Focus
was on semperflorens, canes, and tuber
ous begonias.

Mary Sakamoto and her fabulous be
gonia collection (over 2,000 plants!) were
spotlighted in the September 2, 1995 issue
of the Los Angeles Times. The article by
Karen Dardick was entitled "Shade-Loving
Begonia Has Its Day in Sun". Mary's bego
nias thrive despite the wicked Santa Ana
winds; her lath house designed by hus
band Ed helps; it's divided into areas for
display, repotting, an aviary, and a green
house for the most finicky of herplants.Best
photo: Mary with a big smile, holding her
namesake B. 'Mary Sakamoto'.
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Dr. Sandra Scarr was quoted
extensilvely in an article on research on
twins entitled "Double Mystery", by
Lawrence Wright, in the August 7 issue of
The New Yorker.

Author, Author!

"Spirochete Seroprevalence in Ro
dents of North Central Texas" is the title of
an article by Kathleen Huckabee in Texas
Journal Qf Agriculture and Natural Re
sources.

Watch the news stands for Indoor gnQ
Patio Gardening magaZine, and three ar
ticles on begonias by ABS Horticultural
Correspondent Greg Sytch ...Greg is a
regUlar columnist for Hobby Greenhouse,
whose Winter 1995 issue also has an ar
ticle by Joy Logee Martin and her sister
Mary Ellen Ross of Merry Gardens.

Round Robin DirectorVirginia Hamann
writes also for the newsletter of the
Gesneriad Correspondence Club. Her
column is titled "Through Nature's Win
dow." Mealy bugs were her November
December topic.

Wanda Macnair is up to her usual
tricks: pushing begonias! This time it's in a
regular column forthe Lincoln County News
of Damariscotta, Maine, entitled "A Passion
for Plants". (And we know what plants that
passion is primarily for, don't we?)

Logee's Tovah Martin has a new book
out: Tasha Tudor's Garden chronicles the
gardens and gardening techniques of the
famed author-illustrator.
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AROUND ASS
Notes from our Newsletters

"Surviving the Winter with Begonias"
was the title of the progam for Potomac
Branch in October. Note the desperation:
surviving, not enjoying, the winter with
begonias!

For so many of us, survival is all we
can hope for. Across the country in north
ern California Leslie Hatfield in the news
letter of the Monterey Bay Area Branch
suggested:

"Do be thinking of getting movable
begonia plants into a sheltered area and
have such things as old sheets, curtains,
towels, tablecloths, cardboard cartons,
stakes, and a sack full of clothespins on
hand to cover non-movable tender plants if
you live in an area that gets
frost. ..Remember not to letplastic coverings
touch any part of those tender plants. Use
stakes and clothespins to keep such cov
erings off your plants."

But it's different in Florida! While we
anxiously watch the weather, monitor heat
ers, and dread power outages, members in
the Sunshine State are out in their gardens
sporting their year-round tans and sprinkling
the immense healthybegonias intheirflower
beds. Life isn't always fair - but bear in mind
their sizzling and humid summers as you
envy their winter warmth.

And - we'll all get a chance to see the
beautiful results of their care in April, and to
bring home some of those big beauties to
inspire our winter-bedraggled begonias to
brighten up in spring.

There have been distressed wails from
around the country about the difficulty of
growing rhizomatous begonias. "I love them

36

but they just won't grow for me" is the usual
lament. A clue to success may lie in the pot.
For years, writes Brad Thompson in the
November issues of The Shade House,
newsletter of the Doug Frost Branch, he
has told of his problems in growing rhizo
matous begonias. Here's what he discov
ered lately:

"I have never had a rhizomatous be
gonia that didn't thrive in a clay pot...since
clay pots are more expensive, much
heavier, and harder to maintain, I have
tried valiantly to find a way to grow them
well in plastic... it was more important to
have them grow and survive than to worry
about the additional work and expense so
I have repotted almost all of my rhizoma
tous begonias into shallow clay pots .. they
weren't really that much more than plastic
(some were cheaper, in fact). Even though
this is really not the best time to repot
anything...most have shown asudden burst
of growth already. I used my regular mix
and just moved them into the same size pot
they were already in, only clay instead of
plastic...Anyway, if you can, go with clay for
rhizomatous if you haven't been success
ful with the plastic."

One of the most intriguing of the rhi
zomatous begonias is B. crassicauiis, the
Guatemalan species that loses all its leaves
for a period ofwinter dormancy, then blooms
abundantly before the leaves reappear.
Some observations on B. crassicauliswere
made in the September, 1995 issue of the
New South Wales Begonia News by editor
Peter Sharp. (Since this comes from Down
under, you will have to adjust the seasons
by six months).
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(b) the night temperatures at Annangrove
would be several degrees lower. It seems
to me that the amount of light that each
plant receives may be about the same,
although the Gardens plant may receive a
slightly higher level. In winter the plant in
the Gardens lost all its leaves and then in
late July produced a mass of flowers that
bloomed with a distinctly pink flush. The
plant at Annangrove also lost its leaves but
commenced blooming several weeks later
than the other and produced pure white
flowers, at the same time putting on new
leaf grow1h. Both plants are still blooming
at 1st September with no sign of blossom
drop, and no leaves yet on the plant in the
Gardens. Amazing what differences a
changed environment can produce!"

"During JUly/August this year I have
had the opportunity to compare the growth
behaviour of two of this species begonia,
one of which is a clone of the other. One is
in the Society collection housed in
Annangrove, some 40 kilometres from the
seaboard whilst the other is in the Royal
Botanic Gardens collection in Sydney,
housed near the harbour front. This latter
plant was donated by Ross Bolwell who
grew the original at Annangrove. The soci
ety plant is kept in an unheated plastic
tunnel whilst the Gardens plant is benched
in an open fronted, north facing shed with
a translucent plastic roof. The main differ
ences that I can see in environment during
the period of study are that (a) the Gardens
are in a high humidity area, usually around
60% whilst Annangrove is much drier, and

Happy New Year to all, and good luck with your begonia growing in 1996!
Hope to see you in Florida!

GESNERIAD CORRESPONDENCE
CLUB

RON & LOIS KRUGER, EDITORS
207 WYCOFF WAY WEST, EAST BRUNSWICK
NJ 08816 Membership $5 US; $6.75 Canada; $12
foreign; Braille $5 (all payable US funds to Ron
Krugef) includes a bi-monthly newsletter; seed &
tuber funds, round robins; listing of pen pals with
various plant interests.

CELEBRATING 10 YEARS OF PLANT
FRIENDSHIPS!

LOS ANGELES FERN SOCIETY
INVITES YOU TO JOIN

GROW HARDY AND TROPICAL FERNS
MEMBERSHIP INCLUDES:jSUBSCRIPTION TO THE
LAIF$ JOURNAL (6 ISSUES) WITH FERN LESSONS
ISPORE STORE IBOOK STORE ISUPPLY
STOREjLENDING LIBRARY )GENERAL MEETINGS HAVE
LARGE PLANT TABLES jDOWNEY STUDY
GROUP\SOUTH COAST STUDY GROUP PLEASE SEND
YOUACHECKORMONEYORDEAOF$20.000R$24.00
FOR FIRST CLASS TO:

LOS ANGELES INTL FERN SOCIETY

P.O. BOX 90943 PASADENA, CA 91109-0943

Join the NATIONAL
FUCHSIA SOCIETY

MEMBERSHIP $15 per year includes bi
monthly FUCHSIA FAN. The new A to Z
on Fuchsias abridged version $6.95 plus
$1 shipping (CA residents add 42c tax).
Mail to: National Fuchsia Society, 11507
E. 187 St., Artesia, CA 90701.
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Elected Officers
President..... ... ... ... ... ... ..... Ann Salisbury

P.O. Box 452, Tonkawa OK 74653
(405) 628-5230

Past President. Gene Salisbury
P.O. Box 452, Tonkawa OK 74653

1st Vice-President...Bruce C. Boardman
P.O. Box 69, Bluff Dale TX 76433

2nd Vice-President Shelley Andros
740 Lamat Rd., La Habra Heights CA 90631

3rd Vice-President Michael Kartuz
1408 Sunset Dr., Vista CA 92083

Secretary Margaret P. Fisher
7552 Danube Dr., Huntington Beach CA 92647

Treasurer. Carol Notaras
2567 Green St., San Francisco CA 94123
Appointed Chairmen and Directors

Audit... Paul Tsamtsis
1630 F St., Sacramento CA 95814

Awards Mary Sakamoto
6847 E. Sycamore Glen Dr., Orange CA 92669
Ballot Counting Shelley Andros
740 Lamat Rd., La Habre Heights CA 90631

Book Store Betty Benningfield
POBox 969, Anahuac, TX 77514

Branch Relations Mary Bucholtz
1560 Lancaster Terrace #1008, Jacksonville FL 32204

Business Manager John Ingles, Jr.
157 Monument, Rio Dell CA 95562-1617
Conservation Bruce C. Boardman

P.O. Box 69, Bluff Dale TX 76433
Convention Advisor..........Herb Wilkinson
16281 Mercier Ln, Huntington Beach, CA 92647

Convention Chairman..........Bob Cochran
951 SW 99th Ave, Pembroke Pines, FL 33025

Entries/Classification Leora Fuentes
13747 Wilderness Point, San Antonio TX 78231
Historian Norma Pfrunder

1958 Sycamore Ct., McKinleyville, CA
95519-3900

Horticultural Correspondent....Greg Sytch
P.O. Box 1033., Port Richey FL 34653

Judging Maxine Zinman
Rt. 1, Box 73, Boyce VA 22620

Long-Range Planning Kay Tucker
207 Southcross, San Antonio TX 78221

Members-at-Large Thelma McRae
5471 S. Libby Rd. #15, Paradise CA 95969

Membership John Ingles Jr.
157 Monument, Rio Dell CA 95562-1617
Nomenciature Carrie Karegeannes

3916 Lake Blvd., Annandale VA 22003
Parliamentarian Margaret Lee

185231 st St., San Diego CA 92102
Public Relations Russ Richardson

1854 Chancery Lane, Chamblee GA 30341
Research Kelton Parker
3220 Botanic Garden Dr., Ft. Worth TX 76107
Round Robin Virginia Hamann

1169 Lincoln Ave., Chester IA 52134-8508
Seed Fund Beth Castellon

Propagation Range, New York Botanic
Garden, Bronx, NY 10458

Slide Library Charles Jaros
200 Maureen Dr., Sanford FL 32771

OPENINGS: Begonian Editor
Back Issues Chair

BEGONIAN STAFF
Editor: Tamsin Boardman, P.O. Box 69, Bluff Dale TX 76433; (817) 728-3485
Nomenclature Editor: Jack Golding
Editorial Assistants: Bruce C. Boardman, Kit Mounger
Advertising Staff:

Display Ads: Ann Salisbury, P.O. Box 452, Tonkawa OK 74653
Plant Society Ads: Wanda Macnair, 177 Hancock St., Cambridge MA 02139

For subscription, dues, circulation inquiries contact John Ingles Jr.,
157 Monument, Rio Dell CA 95562-1617
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Help Available from ASS
These services are available to all ABS members. For names and addresses of
department heads, see preceding page. Please include a self-addressed, stamped
envelope when you write.

Members at Large
Members who do not belong to branches are represented at Board meetings by the
Members-at-Large Director. MAL members receive a quarterly newsletter and work

on projects by mail
Back Issues

Back issues of the Begonian, also current issues for branch use at shows, etc.
Bookstore

Books about Begonias! And more! Write for complete list.
Judging Department

Certifies accredited judges though judging schools and correspondence course.
Nomenclature Department

Monitors newly published findings on Begonia names. Handles official international
registrations of new Begonia cultivars and publishes these registrations. Gathers

information about and assigns numbers to unidentified species.
Research Department

Works on problems relating to begonia culture.
Round Robins

Members exchange information about begonias and their culture through packets of
letters that circulate among a small group of growers. There are dozens of these

packets, called flights, on many specialized subjects.
Seed Fund

The Clayton M. Kelly Seed Fund offers seed of begonia species and cultivars by mail.
New acquisitions are discussed in the Begonian.

Slide Library
Write Slide Librarian for list of slide programs and videos.

Member Input Opportunities

Conservation Department
wants lists of species grown by members

Nomenclature Department
wants photos and information on "U" numbers members are growing from seed.

Research Department
solicits suggestions on projects and participation in research.

Seed Fund
seeks donation of seed and photos of plants grown from Seed Fund seed.

Slide library
requests individual slides of begonias as well as complete slide programs.

See also "Openings", preceding page.
Participate. You can make a difference.
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Wishing you the best in begonias in 1996!
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