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Begonia 'Iron Cross' - Texas size.

IRON CROSS - TEXAS SIZE
By IRENE LINKENHOGER

Houston, Texas

Every time Begonia 'Iron Cross' is
shown in a picture, it is a plant with
five or six leaves - or smaller.

I have two plants that have grown to
specimen size in a year and a half. I
have both of my plants in shallow, wide
top pots, using loose soil, and alternating
fish emulsion and sheep man u r e for
feeding.

'Iron Cross' likes water, but it must
drain right through. I have each plant
on a mound in the center of the pot, then
I water around the edge of the pot. This
begonia also must have humid surround-
ngs.

I have found that it is easy to grow,
,and it is easy to start a new plant from
it. I have never put a leaf or a wedge
down for rooting that it did not "take".

I pinch all blooms or buds as they first
appear, because I think that blooming
would weaken the plant. I have enjoyed
growing this begonia, as I think it is the
most beautiful of all begonias.

In my hobby greenhouse I have over
a hundred begonias. I am partial to the
large leaf rhizomatous. I am interested
in getting a collection of all the mini-
atures.

I also have a collection of ferns, as
they add to the beauty of my first love,
growing begonias.

COVER PICTURE
Begonia 'Orange Rubra'.

Photo by Bernice Brilmayer.
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Begonia Growing in England
Excerpted from letter received from F. J.
l'vJ:artin,Hon. Secretary, The National Be-
gonia Society, Birmingham, England.

Here in England the bulk of our mem-
bers grow only the tuberous doubles; in
fact I am sure that most members con-
fronted with any other type of begonia
would or might be confused. Mr. F. J.
Bedson, Founder President and Editor of
the National Begonia Society, and Mr.
Mason, for whom B. masoniana is named,
grow large collections of begonias, and
many of our Botanical Gardens and parks
also have reasonable collections.

Just over one year ago I thought that
it would be a good idea to try to bring
some of these plants to the notice of our
members; I therefore started to gather a
small collection. At our last Annual Show
I was able to stage about forty different
plants which attracted much attention;
and after the show I cut most of the
plants to "pieces" to provide members
and visitors with cuttings and leaves.

In the Society we now have a few
members who are growing up to about
fifty different "kinds". A few have al-
ready joined the American Begonia So-
ciety; and as I circulate the month Iy
copies of THE BEGONIAN I am sure
that many more will be joining. We find
the monthly issues are a wonderful source
of information. In the past there has been
so little written about the plants that I
have had to start preparing notes and
drawings of all the plants that I am
growing; and these will be inserted in
issues of our quarterly bulletin. The
great problem is to ensure that the plants
are .correctly named. I have one or two
that are not listed in any book I have
read; therefore I shall prepare descrip-
tions and drawings and send them to the
American Begonia Society in the hope
that they will be able to identify them
correctly.

While conditions in various parts of the
U.S.A. must vary considerably, I imagine
that most of you have better conditions
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for growing plants in your house th;(n
we have, as most of us use open coal fires
or electric heating. Most of our members,
however, do possess a greenhouse where
conditions can be better controlled; but
the problem is keeping them warm enough
for many of the begonias. I have a lZ'x8'
span house in which I am growing most
of my species, and a north-facing leanto
(12' x 8') in which I grow my exhibi-
tion tuberous doubles during the summer.
My leanto is heated by electric heaters
only, but the span house has an electric
fan heater plus a coke-burning boiler
connected to four-inch hot water pipes
around the house.

Here in the industrial Midlands, it is
essential to keep the glass as dean as
possible during the winter so that the
plants may get the maximum light; but
many begonias tend to go dormant due
to the low light values plus the low tem-
peratures. I maintain about 45-50° F. as
the minimum night temperature except
on a few extra cold nights when it may
drop to, say 400. Grown under these con-
ditions I find that most of the silver-
spotted angel wing begonias tend to drop
their leaves during November; but they
start afresh again during February. B.
scharffi, 'Luwalter', masoniana, and an~
gularis appear to be tolerating these con-
ditions quite well at present, although
they are not making much growth, as is
to be expected.

As yet I have not tried much hybridis-
ing except the tuberous doubles; but I
have a few seedlings from the cross 'Joe
Hayden' x selfed. Incidentally, my small
plant of 'Joe Hayden' has made poor
growth this year; therefore, next year I
intend to propagate from it and try var-
ious composts, etc., as I believe that this
is a popular variety.

I am at present struggling to grow
plants of cathayana, rajah, and diadem a
in a heated propagator in the span house.
B. albo-picta is another that has not done

(Continued on Page 41)
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His and ...,Her Majesty
By DOROTHY S. BEHRENDS

Encinitas, California

The long, tapering irregularly lobed
leaf of the choice rex begonia that has
been grown in the San Diego area for
many years, dating back to the late A. D.
Robinson era, has always been called
Begonia 'Her Majesty'. '

As there is an obvious confusion ex-
isting (and· the writer does not pretend
to know the answer), a little background
data has been uncovered, hoping to shed
light on the mystery.

Is the listing in the Buxton CHECK-
LIST OF BEGONIAS correct or should
it be corrected, as with the listing of
the B. 'Leslie Lynn' parentage?

Is the parentage of B. 'His Majesty'
and B. 'Her Majesty' correct? That is the
question.

Helen K. Krauss lists the tapering-leaf
begonia as B. 'Her Majesty' in her book
BEGONIAS FOR THE AMERICAN
HOME.

The A.B.S. sponsored Buxton CHECK-
LIST OF BEGONIAS lists the parentage
of B. 'His Majesty' as B. bowringian'Clx
rex (unnamed) as offered to the public
by Sander in 1903. Reference data is
listed as C. Chevalier. The same CHECK-
LIST lists three begonias as having been
named B. 'Her Majesty' - two being the
tuberous types. The rex begonia. bearing
this name merely lists rex (unnamed) as
the parents with a 1921 date of an un-
specified source, with the GARDENERS
CHRONICLE' as reference data. It would
seem to be a~typical rex begonia.

To go back to B. 'His Majesty' as listed
in the CHECKLIST,. we look for more
data on B. bowringiana. We fiqd there
are at least two separate begonia species
bearing this name - as synonyms.

Begonia cathayana and/or Begonia
laciniata has' been accused (at, various

(Continued on Page 34) ..
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Experience and Patience
By RUBY WRAY BLAIR

In any endeavor, experience and pa-
tience are required to obtain results that
are truly satisfying. This is especially true
in the growing of plants or flowers from
seed.

One of the requirements in planting
seed isa moist planting medium. Now,
just what is moist? For begonias it is just
off the dry side. Too much water - no
babies. Too little water - no babies.
They either drown or dry up.

Three times I have planted seed of
Begonia' 'Iron Cross', and three times I
have lost 'Iron Cross'. The first time the
seed did not germinate; the medium was
too wet. The second time three tiny seed-
lings came up and then just sat there.
No 'amount of coaxing would make them
move, and then there were no babies,
not even one. So again I tried. This time
germination was good. They were husky
and green and going well. Disaster this
time was caused by exposing them to the
open too suddenly. One more try should
get me some of the desired 'Iron Cross'.

My planting medium consists of one
part milled sphagnum, two parts vermic-
ulite, and two parts perlite, moistened
with distilled water or water from de-
frosting the refrigerator, with three or
four drops of pano-drench added. (In-
structions call for Vz teaspoonful to IV2
gallons of water) .

A good method to determine if the
water content is right is to let this medi-
um set over night in a closed container.
Then if it is still moist, not wet, the seed
may be planted.

For seed boxes I use plastic refrigerator
containers with lids. In these, if moisture
gathers on the lids, the soil is too moist
and should be allowed to dry out a little.

Fill the box about half full, and then
either sift a good layer of the same me-
dium over the top or cover it with
moistened milled sphagnum. My first
plantings were done on the top of the
coarse medium without either a sifting
or sphagnum. Needless to say, the ger-

mination was poor. The tiny seeds got
lost in the medium.

Be sure to firm the soil to give a good
base for the tiny plants as they germi-
nate. A loose soil dries out too quickly
and the plants just lay down and die.
Firm the milled sphagnum and sprinkle
the seed on top. A very gentle mist may
be added to settle the seeds into bed.
Put the top on the box and set it away
out of harm.

Check within two or three days to see
if the moisture content is right. If the
soil is too wet, leave the cover ajar to
permit drying. Within a week, check
for germination. Some begonias germi-
nate quickly, sometimes within a week.
Others take longer - lots longer. As
soon as germination starts, bring the box
into good light, but not strong sunshine.

There is no food in this planting me-
dium; therefore food must be given soon
and continued once every week. As the,
tiny plants grow to about 1;4 inch to Vz
inch in height, begin to set the lid open,
gradually, or they will lay down and die
- I know from experience.

When they are beginning to crowd,
transplant them into a community pot or
box, using the same medium with one
fourth as much pasteurized soil. Continue
feeding, increasing, the amounts as tliey
grow larger 'and can use more food.

Certainly you must have experience and
patience to become a gardener, but the
rewards are many. Try it, and see for
yourself.

CORRECTION
The story titled "Suzie Zug - Hy-

bridizer", in the Janua,ry issue of THE
BEGONIAN, stated that Suzie Zug was
the recipient of the RP. Dyckman Award
for the Best New Introduction for 1960.
This was incorrect. She received'the Glen-
dale Award for the Best New Cultivar,
Begonia 'Whirly Curly' .

............................ ""'"""""' ...... ~
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BEGONIA BAsICS
I

By BERNICE BRILMAYER

West Redding, Connecticut

LIGHT AND SUNLIGHT
People have digestive juices and a com-

plicated apparatus for transforming food
into energy and growth. Plants have
chlorophyll and roots. The roots take up
food from the soil. The chlorophyll uses
wate,r, carbon dioxide from the air, and
light to manufacture starch (which later
becomes sugar) on which the plants live
and grow.

The magic word here is "light". With-
out it - and without enough of it -
plants starve to death, not because of in-
sufficient food, but because of inability
to use it.

This brings us to one reason why our
indoor begonias are not at their best in
winter. And I'm speaking, now, for those
of us who live where winter days are
'''dark and drear," where the sun shines
'faintly for a few hours, if at all. Our days
are too dim, and the hours of daylight
too short, to keep a plant's digestive pro-

Flowering angel wing begonias, like 'Veitch's
Carmine', need more sunlight.

cess going long and strong enough for
full health and beauty. And a pox on
people who set down the rule that bego-
nias should grow in an east window! At
this time of year? In my house, whose
east window is well-shaded by a blue
spruce? In your living room, where the
big bright picture window faces south?

Except for California and other sunny
climates, where begonias really are "shade
plants", I contend that you simply can't
give a plant too much daylight. And lack
of light is probably what your begonias
are complaining about, when they stretch
out their stems to straggly lengths, and
lean lopsidedly in one direction, on the
windowsill.

So much for light. But sunlight is
something else entirely. If you want your
begonias to make flowers, you must pro-
vide sunlight - by no means full sun
-for every minute of every day of the
year. Full sun would burn begonias to a
crisp on an August day in Kansas. (It
might be all right in parts of Maine).
But certainly "full sun" from October
through March would have a hard time
burning anything from the Mason-Dixon
line north.

(Continued on Page 41)

Rexes that feature foliage, like 'Princess of
Hanover', need less sunlight .

31
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Clayton M. Kelty Seed Fund Fligh~.
No. I-B. rajah,Ridley-
Malay. Small, low, high-leaf begonia

with creeping rootstock. Petioles thin, red,
fleshy, rough-hairy. Leaves asymmetric,
round heart-shaped, about 5 x 5 cm. Mar-
gins more or less dentate or setiform
(bristly). Upper side of leaf bare, with
green veins and areas on a reddish brown
background of a soft silky gloss. Lower
side pale reddish brown, hairy in certain
places of the veins. Inflorescence sessile,
red, fleshy, hardly surpassing the height·
of the leaves. Small pink flowers. Price
$1.50 per pkt.

Comment: After five years of constant
search for the seed mentioned above, we
have been rewarded with a fair amount
of seed from a collector of rare begonias
who liv,es in France. Many A.B.S. mem-
bers have asked for seed of B. rajah, and
we have authentic information that there
are not more than two or three plants
in cultivation in the United States. We
wish to make it dear that this is a dif-
ficult plant to grow and is not for be-
,ginners, but we are sure that many ex-
perienced growers will welcome the op-
portunity to add this rare and beautiful
begonia to their collections. Similar in
appearance to B. goegoensis, it is better
when grown in a shallow container where
constant warmth and humidity are pro-
vided. It is well worth the extra care.

No.2-B. peltata-
Java. Small plant with round, green,

over-lapping leaves. Not to be confused
with B. peltata with felted leaves. Prac-
tically unknown to the United States and
will be welcomed by'those who like small
growing begonias. 50 cents per pkt.

No.3-B. 'PrinceCharming'-
Frey. (B. Cathayana x B. rex cul-

torum). Medium, rhizomatous, leaves to
eight and one-half inches long by six
inches wide, ovate-pointed, olive-green at
the center, shading to pea-green and deep-
ening toward the margins, finely stippled
with silver spots which run into each
other in the central zone, each spot orna-

mented with a short scarlet hair, a tuft un
long scarlet hairs at the basal sinus, mar-
gins red, obscurely lobed, toothed, and
fringed with red hairs, under surface red-
veined and hairy, bright red at the base
and margins. Petioles red and long-red-
hairy. Choice plant. Seeds are extremely
fine; therefore it is impossible to remove
all chaff without waste. Please excuse it.
50 cents per pkt.

No.4-B. rexcrosses byTodaro-
Many choice American and German

crosses which include spirals and all the
popular rainbow colors. Seeds germinate
readily in from three to six weeks where
medium heat is provided. Do not trans-
plant until seedlings are well established.
50 cents per pkt.

No.5-B. rex, Germany-
Ever popular rex from Germany. 50

cents per pkt.

No. 6-8. Heterosis
semperflorens 'Scarletta'-

Five to six inches high. Early weather
resistant. Uniform plants hide themselves
in flowers of intense, brilliant scarlet.
Outstanding yellow stamens add to the
beauty of the bloom. 25 cents per pkt.

No.7-B. 'Gigantea'-
'Paris Market'. Semperflorens. A com-

pact strain, with strong, very resistant
apple-green foliage. The two and one-
half inch flowers are. the largest known
to this class. Free-flowering, non-fading,
heat-resistant. 25 cents per pkt.

No.8-B. schmidtiana,Regel-
Growth erect, semi-shrub-like, ramified

profusely from the bottom up. Stems
firm, fleshy, round, greenish red, densely
covered with hairs. Leaves asymmetric
cordate, egg-shaped, pointed or blunt.
Flowers pink. Good begonia for many
purposes. 25 cents per pkt.

No.9-B. 'Boutonniere'-
We have learned the identity of this

begonia. It is a small cane-type, with
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silver-spotted leaves, and is very worth-
'Yhile. 25 cents per pkt.
:~No. 10-B. 'Helena'-
\(White cane-type and B. 'Pink Parade')

By Florence Knock. Minn.
No. 11-B. 'Sutherlandi major'-
Same as B. 'Sutherlandi' but larger.

Tuberous species from Africa.

No. 12-B. evansiana rosea-
China. Grows to a foot or more in

height. The stems are erect, and bulbils
form in the leafaxils. If grown in the
open ground, the bulbils will drop to the
ground and new plants will spring up
the following year. Being hardy, B. evan-
siana will come up year after year with
almost no protection. Leaves are medium
sized, with purple veins underneath.
Flowers are pink. 25 cents per pkt.

GREENHOUSE PLANTS
Achimenes-
'Magic Flower'. For the shady bed or

as a choice hanging basket. Achimenes
almost hide their decorative glossy foliage
with beautiful, waxy, long-keeping flow-
ers. The clear, jewel-like colors are the
most pleasing in the Floral Kingdom, al-
most ever-blooming. Culture is the same
as for gesneriads. 50 cents per pkt.

Episc:ia hybrids mixed-
Special crosses. Most will have scarlet

flowers, but blue, yellow, and white will
occur. Foliage will vary in color and tex-
ture and is an outstanding feature of this
lovely plant. 50 cents per pkt.

Primula malic:oides-
Blood red. Important and easy to grow

bedding or pot plant. Grown outdoors for
color in the shade garden. 25 cents per
pkt.

Primula obc:onic:a-
Bright pink. Large flowered and showy.

Good greenhouse or outdoor plant. 25
cents per pkt.

Blandfordia flammea-
'Christmas Bells'. New South Wales.

kTender rhizomatous plant adapted to
'greenhouse culture in cold climates.
Leaves are in two vertical ranks, narrow-
ly linear, hard, persistent. Flowers large,

long, showy, nodding, in short racemes,
usually orange-red to crimson, with yel-
low tips. During the growing season they
must be shaded from bright sunshine.
PIa n t s like a moist atmosphere and
plenty of air, but not draughts. The chief
element of the potting soil should be
peat. Hardy as a lath-house plant in mild
climates. 25 cents per pkt.

Rohdea japonic:a-
Liliaceae. Extremely durable, modest

plant, with thick rhizome; basal rosette
of oblanceolate, arching, channeled or
plaited, thick leathery leaves, densely ar-
ranged somewhat in two ranks, matte
green, white flowers aroid-like. Fruit a
red berry. Four seeds for 25 cents.

Plec:tranthus oertandahlii-
Labiatae. Fleshy creeper with four-

angled stem and small, broad leaves,
friendly green to bronzy, patterned net-
work of silvery veins, the lightly crenate
margins purple, the surface short-hairy,
older leaves purple beneath, petioles pur-
ple. Bilabiate· flowers pale pink. 25 cents
per pkt.

Platyc:erium bifurc:atum-
'Staghorn Fern'. Easy growing epiphyte

freely producing young plants on its roots.
The basal fronds are kidney-shaped, in
old specimen lobed. The usually laxly
pendant, leathery, grayish dark green fer-
tile fronds to three feet long and thinly
covered with white, stellate hairs, and
usually twice, long forked, sori only on
tips of ultimate forks. 25 cents per pkt.

Pteris longifolia-
Tropical fern. Rapid growing, long

leafed, graceful fern, with arching pin-
nate fronds to two and one-half feet
long, the simple, dark green pinnae wide-
ly spaced, long and tapering to a slender
point, stalks hairy. 25 cents per pkt.

OTHER GENERA
Viburnum tomentosa-
Medium shrub with ovalish leaves three

to four inches long, hairy on the under-
side and toothed. Flower cluster long-
stalked, more or less flat-topped, nearly
four inches wide, the marginal flowers
sterile and about one inch wide. Fruit
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r~d, ultimately bluish-black. Nice shrub.
25 cents per pkt.

Telopoa speciosissima-
'The Warath'. One of the aristocrats

among the flowering shrubs of New
South Wales, it is one of the most spec-
tacular plants to flower in the spring. 25
cents per pkt.

Ceratopetalum cummiferum-
'Christmas Bush'. The popular and well

known New South Wales 'Christmas
Bush'. A very showy shrub, which at
Christmas time is covered with bright'
red bracts. These are preceded by a mass
of starry white flowers. 25 cents per pkt.

Perilla nankinensis-
Herbaceous plant having green or dark

reddish-brown leaves, in opposite pairs,
inversely heart-shaped. Suitable for beds
or borders where color contrasts are re-
quired. Sow seeds in February or March
under glass in a temperature of about
sixty degrees. 25 cents per pkt.

Salvia-
Clary, bouquet mixed. Grown for flow-

ers and leaves, the leaves being used for
seasoning. Requires open, sunny position
and plenty of moisture. 25 cents per pkt.

MRS. FLORENCE GEE

Seed Fund Administrator
4316 Berryman Avenue
Los Angeles 66, California

HIS AND HER ...
(Continued from Page 29)

times) of being B. bowringiana.
Begonia laciniata, by de Condolle. The

manner of growth and color would not
bear up the supposition that B. laciniata
was a parent of either 'Majesty' with
the exception of the irregular leaf-lobe
often observed on well grown specimens.
(Not always.)

The colorful B. cathayana, illustrated
beautifully opposite page 64 in Fredrick
J. Bedson's book SUCCESSFUL BEGO-
NIA CULTURE, shows us the possible
source of the texture found on the taper-
ing, lobed leaf of Begonia 'His' (if Bux-
ton's CHECKLIST is correct) or 'Her
Majesty', if it is in error.

The color, texture and even the leaf
lobe could possibly be traced to what. ir
now termed B, cathayana and was "ilk'"
called (errone?usly) B .. bo~ringiana. 1ft,

So the questIOn today IS: IS the taper !,

distinctly lobed leaf of a handsom rex
begonia to be correctly called 'His Maj-
esty' or 'Her Majesty' ? ,

A beautiful illustration may be seen
of the begonia with the tapered leaf, on
p. 254 of EXOTICA II (Graf) as B.
'His Majesty'. The same page has a
typical rex begonia pictured as B. 'Her
Majesty' while p. 255 has a clear picture
of a rex as B. 'Her Majesty', with a
single leaf pictured (appears to be from
this plant) on p. 260 as B. 'His Majesty'.

One of these pictures is in error, but
which one? '

If the CHECKLIST is correct, the tap-
ered, lobed leaf would seem to be B. 'His
Majesty', The typical rex would be B.
'Her Maiesty'. In the event an error exists
in the CHECKLIST (on these rexes), the
opposite would be in order.

This is not a reflection on any individ-
ual, but is merely a plea to any and all
persons having' any supported knowledge
of the plants to come forward and present
their theory, or forever hold their tongue!

However, this is also a task for the
Nomenclature Department and it is al-
ways an interesting challenge, to attempt
to straighten out discussions, as this de-
partment of the A.B.S. is the recognized
Registrar of Begonias for the Internation-
al Code of Nomenclature for the world.
It must also adhere to the rules of this
body and cannot form opinions separate
from this council.

It is sometimes a long and trying task
to do this as definite procedures are out-
lined, to be enacted, before any decision
can be given.

Whatever the answer, we need to put
the rightful candidate on the "throne".

EXOTICA AVAILABLE
A new shipment of the book Exotica

has been received by the A.B.S. Librarian. ,
If you want a copy of this fascinating'
book, write to Mrs. Lucy A. Sault, 26938
Dapplegray Lane, Rolling Hills, Calif.,
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American Begonia Society
Awards

Eva Kenworthy Gray award to Mrs. Schwerdtfeger
-225

H. P. Dyckman trophy for Connie Bower-58
Branch Meeting Dates-22, 46, 70, 94, 118, 142, 166,

190, 214, 238, 262, 290
Branch Shows

Begonia Festival in Eureka'-1'64
Begonia Parfy in Paoli-200, 248
Begonia Show in Oakhurst Gardens-139
Buxton Branch in Flower Show-101*
Flower Show by Rhode Island Branch-246*
Sacramento Wins Again-200*
Shade Plant Show in Costa Mesa-1M
Texas Branch Wins Awards'-111
Tropical Fantasy in Seattle-226*

Calendar-20, 45, 67, 89, 114, 140, 162, 186: 212, 235,
259, 285 .

Clayton M. Kelly Seed Fund Flight-12, 36, 60, 84,
103*, 126, 155*, 179, 201, 227, 250*, 282'

Convention and Show
Announcement-207
Awards-254*
Banquet-184
Even+ of Year-184
Sho', Chairman Thanks-235

",Show Schedule-131
Snack Bar-184

In Remembrance
Charles W. Allen-200
Samuel Charles Sault-231

Judging Class-18, 41, 63, 79, 105, 231

Leaves From 'Our Begonia Branches
, 8essie Raymond Buxton-66, 210, 258, 286

Dallas County-44, 186, 232, 286
East Bay-137, 232, 286
EI Monte-19
Elsa Fort-19, 44, 137, 186, 210
Eva Kenworthy Gray-186
Foothill-65
Glendale-19
Hollywood-258
Houston-258
Inglewood-19, 90, 113, 137, 163, 210, 232, 258,

286

Knickerbocker-91
Lone Star-65, 90, 113, 137, 163, 186, 210, 232, 25B,

2B7
Long Beach-44, 114, 163, lB6
Louisiana Capital-19, 113

Margaret Gruenbaum-90, 137, 186, 233
',Missouri-44, 90, 287
Orange County-19
P'hilobegonia-19, 65, 259
Rhode Island--44, 66
Riverside-65, '113
Sacramento-91, 212
San Diego-91
San Francisco-20, 44, 65, 90, 113, 137, 163, lB7,

211, 233, 287
San Gabriel Valley-65, 13B, 211, 287
San Miguel-13B
Seattle-20, 44
Smoky Valley-138
Southern Alameda County-20, 44, 65, 91, 114, 13B,

164, 187, 211, 233, 259, 288
Texas State-l14, 233
Theodosia Burr Shepherd (Ventura)-45, 139
West Valley-20, 212
Western Pennsylvania-66, 233
Whittier-2BB
William Penn-91

Lola E. Fahey Appointed President-Elect-59"
Lola E. Fahey Resigns-161

Minutes of National Board Meetings-21, 68, 93, 117,
141, 165, 18B, 213, 237, 261, 289

Past National Presidents-161
President Hall Appoints Officers-185

President's Letter-18, 40, 63, 89, 115, 130, 160, 207

Round Robins-181

Slate of New Officers-161

The Begon ia n
Copyrighted Articles-116
Eastern Editor-159
Index for 1954-277 '
Index for 1959-107 ,
Meet the Authors-17, 41

Statement of Ownership-260

A
A Few Favorites-176*
African Violet Show-82
A Little More Color-106
American Seedling Begonias in England-57
Ammonia Aids Begonias-272

B
Babysitting in Tenbyten-4
Begonia

Boweri and Its Country-6'
Herbacea-136
Named for Helen Krauss-34
Palmifolia-147*
Purpusii-205*
Rex from Seed-35

Begonias
As House Plants-100
Bloom in Canada-17

General Index
Celebrate Jubilees-51
For Everybody-152
Growing in Pennsylvania-76*
In Germa ny-3
In Pareis Blumengartnerei-99

Bless That Seed Fund-221*
Bromeliad Display at Arboratum-99
By Their Bounce-281

C
Cane Begonias-247*, 273
Care of Begonias-171
Cuttings Under Fluorescent Lights-276

D-E
Descanso Decoration Show-281
Descanso Rose Season Opens-117
Elva S. Swisher-A Tribute-54
Ernst Benary-Thuringian Farmer Boy-124
Exciting New Whirly Curly-272
Experiment with Bunchii-246
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F
Fabulous Lo,gees-148*
Feasti and Tree Bark-253
Ferns and Their Culture-219
Ferns, Hardy Northwest-55
Ferns, Popular-56
Flowers for festive Decor-267
Fluorescent Tubes for the Sheltered Garden-8
Fog-A Menace to Greenhouse Plants-15
Frau Helene Teupel Ninety-One-153
Fuchsia and Shade Plant Show-n, 129

G
Gloxinias-78
Good Housekeeping for African Violets-l77
Greenhouse That Just Grew-9
Growing Begonias in Pennsylvania-7b*
Growi.ng Rex Begonias under Fluorescent Lights-222*

H
Hardy Northwest Ferns-55
How Begon,ias Are Nicknamed-229*
How Leafmold-271

I
Increasing Stock of Tuberous Begonias-52
Internationa I Flower Show-11
Is This Unique-245

J-K-L
Jamaica's Botanical WonderJand-28*
Landscaped Terrarium-244*
Let's Compare Notes-255
Light for African Violets-82

M
Make Exotic Gifts With Begonias-174*
Merrys of Sunrise Knoll-268*
Mutation-Nature's Sport-198*

My Impression of the Begonia Greenhouse-58

N
New Begonia Had Kari-199*
New Vine Begonia from Colombia-225*
Nomenclature of Plants-32

O-p
Parey's Blumengartnerei, Begonias In-99
Philodendroides Hybrids-15
Photoperiodism, Effect of-39
Photosynthes is-15'1
Planting 6800 Trees-112
Popular Ferns-56

Q.R
Reader Replies-86
Red Paint, Glue, and Peciple-274
Rex Begonias in Florida-8?
Rexes I have for House Plants-5

S
Scharffiana Section of the Hirsute Group--30
Seed Sowing and Propagation-53
Set Seed for New Color-273
Show Reflections-271
Soil-Its Composition and Uses-243
Strange Experiences with Tuberous Begonias-17B
Summer Care of Tuberous Begonias-123

T
The Lesser Lights
There's Variety in my Greenhouse-88
These Are My Pets-27
Three Begonias-l95
To Grow-To Love-To Live-106
Tropical Eden in Her Kitchen-172*
Tropical Paradise-l96*
Tuberous Begonas, I ncreasing stock-52
Tuberous Begonias, Summer Care-123

U·V·W·X·y·Z
Where Are They Now-75

Which Rex Begonia-l0

Contributors
Allen, Dorothy C.-87
Alvord, Nancy F.-101'
Arbuc'kle, Ethel-213

Behrends, Dorothy 5.-8, 100, 272
Benary, Ernst-51
Benary, Margot-124
Berggrav Kari-l* 33* 49* 97*
Bolling, Anita M. 'E.-76', 176*
Brilmayer, Bernice-73*, 121*, 145*, 159, 169*, 193.,

198*, 199*, 217*, 222*, 229*, 241, 246*, 255, 273
Brown, Irma Jane-21, 68, 93, 117, 141, 165, 188, 237,

261, 289
Burke-Wilson, Virginia-ll1, 265*,267

Cherry, Elaine-220*, 244*
Cherry, Norman J.-221*, 245*
Clark, Ken Garrison-83*

DeCoursey, Marion W.-151, 176*, 243
Dorman, S.-246, 276
Drew, May Taft-30, 86, 245,277
Drummond, Dr, W, C.-32, 219

Edmunds, H. B,-136
Ewoldsen, Esther J .-3

Fahey, Lola E,-59*, 161
Fitch, Charles Marden-28*
Fort, Elsa-4
Fox, Mrs. Lester H,-54, 248
Fox, Orpha C. 268*

Gee, Florence-12, 36, 60. 84, 103*, 126, 154*, 179,
201 227 251* 282*

Green, 'Osc~r S.-'-17

Hall, Clarence-18, 40, 63, 89, 115, 130, 160, 185,
208, 274

Hall, Neill D,-55
Horton, Don-56

Irwin, Wanda~174'

Joyce, A. Roy-230

Korls, Edna L.-195, 230, 247*, 273

Lee, Margaret M.-171

Martin, Joy Logee-148'
Maslin, L. R.-253, 271, 272
Merry, Ruth Pierce-152,
MacDonald, Elvin-l96*
MacDougall, T,-6'

Peterson, Marie-177
Peterson, Tru-267

Rich, Malcolm-254*
Rivera, R.-247*

Schubert, Bernice G,-225*
Senior, Robert M.-39
Shearer, Ed-15
Siebold, Howard-123
Slatter, Bert-235
Smith, Lyman B,-225'
Snodgrass, Hazel-225, 254
Steele, Anna M.-82
Stewart, Edna M,-9, 53, 88

Teupel Brothers':"'153
Thieben, John-25*
Thompson, Bruce A-78
Tusler, Charles H ,-226*

Vaughan, Louise-147*

Wainwright, Ruth-172*
Warrick, Herbert H.-58, 226*
Willetts, W.-15, 35, 52, 57, 75,80, 106, 178
Withee, Virginia 1.-5, 27, 271

Ziesenhenne, Rudolf-34, 99, 204*
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' '-'ere-10, 51*

, 34. 103
aconittjolia-54
African species~282
Alba perfecta-126
AIba picta-88
AIba tross-75
Alex Dewar-182
Alice Mannin8-75
Alleryi-42
Alma Milliken-54
Alpha Gere-156
Alta Maiden-43
alto de sena--43
Alto Scharff-43
Alzasco-152
American Beauty-87, 223*
Andy-13
Angel Wing-152, 222
Annie Laurie-201
Arabelle-58
Argentea-guttata-152
asplenifolia-60
Aureo-maculata-202
Axel Lange-lO

Baby Rainbow-10, 87, 88, 153
Bari-259
Bartonea-251
Beatrice Haddrell-153, 270
Beefstea k-l 00
Bella-10
Benary's Rosy Red-51
~~~th'~_~5tumn-5
Berti ni-282
Betty Hampton-75
Bhotan species-126
Black Falcon-197*
Black KniJht-75, 178*" Night-33*
.,rrahl-3
Bl'utenmeer-3
Bo-Peep-150
bouqwetensis Irmscher-34
Boutonniere-282
Bow-Chancee-176*
Boweri-b*, 17, 36, 81, 104, 126, 153,

172, 227, 270
Bow-Joe-153, 272
Bow-Nigra-36, 104, 227
Braemar-43, 100
Brazil-84, 103
Brazil Species-202
Brian Langdon-75
Broadcast-51
Bunchii-153, 246

Calla-27, 86
Calla Lily-113, 227
Calla Queen-38
Can Can-153, 222
Cane Type-85, 88. 247*, 273
Captain Nemo-10
Cardoza Gardens-33*, 223*
Caroline Coe-75
caroliniaefolia-7*. 126
Cathayana-5
Cathy Lou-150*
C. E. Pearson-75
Chantilly Lace-197
China Doll-197
Cinderella-36, 104, 150, 228
Cleopatre-176*
coccinea-54. 273. 282
concolvulacea-206
Coppery Gold-81, 282
Corallena-181, 227
Coral rubra-J2
cordifolia-206
Corientia-75
Countess Louise Erdoedy-5, 223*
Credneri-11, 31, 83*, 254*, 282
crispula-11. 60, 154* 155
cristata-179

Special Begonia Index

Crystal White-247, 273
Curly Fireflush-lO
Curly Locks-150
Curly Silversweet-l0, 223*
Curly Stardust-16, 87
Cypraea-61

Dark Beauty-270
d' Arta gon-43
deliciosa-12, 38*. 126
Dewdrop-10, 88
dezii-12
Diadema-282
Dianna-201
dichotoma-156
dichroa-bO, 156, 201. 221. 228
dipetala-104, 227
Discolor-81
Dominican species #17-202, 282
Dora-54
Dornroschen-3, 251
Dotty-5
Dream-182
Dregei-81
Duchartrei-30
Dulcie Milliken-54
Duscharf-30, 88

echinosepala-30, 84, 126, 227, 248
Edith M.-179, 227
Elithe-B8
Eloise-43
Elva Swisher-54
Elvira-54
Ember-10
Encinitas-100
epipsila-227
Erythrophylla-100, 104, 253
Erythrophylla helix-39, 84, 153, 228
Essen-3, 51
Evansiana-81, 84

Fairy-223*
Fascination-197
F. C. Calthrop-75
Feasti-81, 100, 253
Feasti helix-228
felleriana-34
Fernando-Costal-J 76*
Fiesta-87
Fire Flush-10, 16, 27, 28
Fire King-75
Fischer's ricinifolia-179, 228
Flamingo-152
Fleecealba-221
Florence Bigland-75
foveolata-34
Frances DowninR-43
Fred Brown-100
Freddie-153, 210
Fuscomaculata-39, 179

gehrtii-34
General Jacques-195, 261
Geneva-152, 201
Gloire de Lorrai ne-Bl ".
Glory of St. Albans-10, 87, 88,

248
{!oegoensis--4
Goethe-81
Golden Shower-l06
gracilis-36. 51
prandis-10. 81
Green Berry-10
~riffithii-201
Gruga-51

haageana-B 1
Hairy Thurstoni-282
Hari Kari-199*
Harmony-178
He!ena-247*, 257
Helene Harms-80
Helen Lewis-10, B8, 158*, 223*
Helen Teupel-l0, 33*, 88, 153,222

Helen W. King-88, 247
Hemsleyana-99*
Heracleicotyle-202
heracleifolia-179. 272
heracleifolia nigricans-126
heracleifolia punctata-202
heracleifolia pyramidalis-36
herbacea-136
Her Maiesty-222
Heterosis Blutenmeer-bl
Heterosis Prima donna-bl
Heterosis Stuttgart-bl
Hexe-3
H. Frankling-75
Hilda Langdon-75
hirtella-4, 60. 155. 228
hispida-11
hispida cucullata-229*
hispida cuculifera-36
hispidavillosa-7
Homeland-81
Honduras-228
Huston-254
hydrocotylifolia-l00, 104, 153
hydropetala-l1

IIIsley-270
Immense-153
Improved Margaritae-42
incana-ll. 12, 251
incamata-126, 282
inciso·serrata-126
Indian Maid-80
Innocence-75
Irene-42
Irene Tambling-75
Iron Cross-10, 27, 84, 92, 113, 172,

179, 219*, 251
It-5, 10
Ivorine-178

Janice Milliken-54
Jasmine-182
Jessie-60
Jewelite-12
Joe Bradford-'-75
Joe Hayden-33*, 85, 221
Joel Gillingwators-10
Josephii-bO

Karen-259
Kathi Teicher-80
Kathy Diane-197
Kellermanni-39
Kenworthyii-27, 102*, 103, 179, 270,

276
King Edward-5, 10, 88, 153
Kirkby Lunn-75
kraussiantha-34
kuhlmanni-126.

Lady Ann-75, 178
Lady Clare-30, 43
Lady Daresbury-75
Lady Mac-17
laetevirens-153
laeteviridea-43
lauterbachii-34
Lavender Glory-10
Lavender Glow-123*
Lavender Ruffles-10
Lecco-60, 201, 221
Legacy-245
leptotricha-38. 179, 203
L1oydii-12, 282
lo6ulata-104
Lolita Gray-54
Loma Alta-3D, 42
longibarbata-ll. 60. 202, 282*
longifolia-12
Loveliness-80, 152
Love Swisher-54
Lucendro-247
Lucerna-54, 60, 81, 88, 104, 128,

247, 257, 273
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Lucifer-3, 13, 80, 127, 227
Lucille Closson-259
Luminosa-3, 80
Luminosa compacta-51
luxurians-19, 30, 126, 259

,MacDougalli-147*
Madame Gosse-10
Madame Queen-100
Magnifica-10
Maiden's Blush-10'
M. Anderson-178
Mandiana-179

.manicata-l04
Manicata aureo-maculata-l1j 29*,

100
Manicata Crispa-84,' 201
Maphil-126
Marjorie Porton,--75
Mary's Curl-100
masoniana--84. 179. 201 219*, 220,

221*, 246*, 251
Matador-13, 51
maurandiae-225
Maybelle E,-273
Mazae-15, 36, 126, 179, 252, 270
Medora-152
Merry Christmas-5, 10, 87, 88, 248
",,'allica-30, 36, 42, 81, 202, 254,

282
Mexicana-l1
Mexican rockery-201
Mexican species-60, 179, 283
Mikado-5, 222
Mildred Butler-75
Mme. Fanny Giron-126, 282
mollicaulis-126
Mollie Anderson-75
Mona-75
Morgana-42
Mrs. Bilkey-75
Mrs. Fred Scripps-30, 43, 153
Mrs. H. M. Glynn-75
Mrs. J. Raeburn Mann-75
Mrs. T. Brett-75
Mrs. W. D. Harney-282
Mrs. W. Dodds-75
Mrs. W. S. Kimball-104, 227
Mulberry-10, 88
Multiflora ereeta-61

Nancy Kaye-197
Neely Gaddis-31
nelumbii/olia-201
New Hampshire-27, 86
Niedridge Indianerin-3
Nigger Tree-223*
nigricans-36
nitida-84

Oadi-1S6
olbia-227, 249
Orange Rubra-36
Oregon Sunset-lO
Organdy-13, 51, 228

Pacific Sunset-10
palmifolia-147*, 155, 228
Pandy-13

·parvifolia-186
Patty Jean-54
paulensis-27, 75*, 176
Peace-75, 87
Peacock-223*

peda'a-<,O, 156
Perle de Paris-27
Petropolis-227
philodendroides-15
phyllomaniaca-<,O, 198*, 227
picta-12
Pieta rosea~201
Pietavensis-31
Pieturatus-247
Pied Piper-150
Pinafore-39
Pink Camellia-152
Pink Parade-l,2, 84, 156, 221
Pink Profusion-51
popenoei-126
President-10, 8B
President Carnot"':'81, 227
Prima donna-3, 51, 61
Prince Charming-S
Prince Hal-178
Princess of Hanover-l0
Prunifolia-31, 42
purpusii-204*, 205

Quadrelocularis- 126
Queen of Hanover-10, 223*
Queen of the Belgians-75
Querci-54

Randy-197
Ranee-5
Raiah-lO, 11
Red Berry-5
Red Camellia-152
Reichenheimi-36, 179
rex-5. 10, 12, 35, 61, 80. 84. 87.

88. 148. 153, 172, 221, 222*.
245. 251

rhizocaulis-l1
Ricinifolia-39, 153, 228
Ricky-197
Rickey Minter-36, 39, 179
Robin-5
Robinson's Cane-179
Rosabella-3
Rosenrote-251
Ross Swisher-54, 247
ro'undifolia-177*, 259
Rubaiyat-88, 247
Rubellina-202
Ruby Jewel-199*
Rufida-42
Ruhrtal-223*

Saga--80, 104
Salome Blackmore-75
sanguinea-201
San Miguel-43, 195, 261
Sara-Belle-247, 273
scandens-156, 206
Scarlett O'Hara-5, 223"
scharffi,--30, 42, 153, 286
Scharffiana-30, 42, 43, 195, 254,

282
Schnee-3
Schmidtiana-38, 179, 203, 245
schubertiana-34
schulziana-34, 201
segrega'a-224*, 225
semp"florens-3. 17, 36, 80, 84,

104. 128, 150, 152, 198, 228
sem perf Iorens- cuI torum-86
Shasta Sunset-27
Shirt Sleeves-245

Sidney Robinson-75
Silver King-10
Silver Queen-10, 88
Silver Star-33*
Silver Sweet-33*, 153
Sir Philip Sassoon-75
Sir Percy-l71*, 272
Skeezar-39
Sleeping Beauty-13, 51, 80
Snow-51
Snowdrop-152
Socotrana-81
Solid Silver-87
spadicif1ora-225
Spaulding-l95"
Speculata-201
squarTosa-34
stigmosa-34
Stuttgart-51, 61, 104
subacida-34
subvillosa-54, 126, 276
sunderbruchi-17, 104, 153, 179, 227.

228, 270, 272
Superba-247
Superba-Azella-276
Superba Kenzii-54
Sutherlandi-12, 106, 251

Tasso-81
Tausendschon-3, 13, 51, 106, 228
T. B. Toop-182
Tea Rose-36
Templini-27, 153, 19B*, 227
Thousand Wonders-80
Thrush-10
tomentosa-259
tTopaeolifolia-25
Trout Leaf-152
Tuberhybrida-36, 282
Tuberosa floribunda-12

,Twisty Spot-223*

unduIata:-126

vareschii-34
Veitch's Carmine-156, 243*
vellozoana--4, 201, 250*, 251, 254
veno;a-155. 195. 246*. 252, 259
Venus-75
Vernon-aD
Verschaffeltii-33", 179
Vesperia-42
Viaudi-31, 42
Viau-Scharff-31
Violet Blaekmore-75
vi'ifolia-12b" 228

Washington Street-282
Wayne Parker-1B2
Weisse Perle-3
Weltoniensis-81
Whirly Curly-254, 272
White Jade-10 '
William Eysser-282
Winifred Arnoll-Davis-75
Winkie-150
Winter Jewel-251
Winter Queen-5
Winter Romance-36, 80
W. Wigley-75

Zuebrae-100
Zuensis-l00
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BEGONIA JUDGING CLASS
To all members of the American Be-

gonia Society:

I have recently· learned that some
members of the American Begonia Society
consider the judging class as a Southern
California project for local people. This
is entirely wrong, as the mimeographed
lectures are available to any member wish-
ing to enroll and purchase the lectures.

If you have several members who de-
sire to attend a judgim; class, we will
endeavor to obtain a chairman in your
district or Branch, if possible, so you may
receive the lectures and study together.
When the class is ready, a set of test
questions will be sent to someone qual-
ified to give such a test, and the ac-
credited judge's card will be issued to
those who pass the test.

To tell you something of these lec-

Begonias, Ferm,. Gesneriads,
Cati, Succulents, Unusual Houseplants

NEW CATALOG 25¢

TROPICAL PARADISE
8825 WEST 79TH STREET

OVERLAND PARK, KANSAS

SPOONIT
FLOWER FOOD

Send Post Card for Information and Sample

PLANTSMITH
Box 818 Palo Alto 2, Calif.

ILLUSTRATED CATALOG 25c
listing 200 varieties of Begonias. 350

Geraniums, 300 odd plants plus Herbs and
Perennials.

Price List Free on Request

MERRY GARDENS. Camden, Maine
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tures may I explain: they have been
written by qualified, accredited judges,
who have given much time and effcf
to the study of the plants of which they'
speak. If you will refer to the October,
1960, issue 6f THE BEGONIAN, you
will find a complete list of the lectures
and speakers, with a short resume of ,each
one.

These are all, or anyone, available
to members of the A.B.S. or the Cal-
ifornia National Fuchsia Society. The
price is $1.00 for each lecture, or $8.00
for the entire twelve. They are mimeo-
graphed on standard size, good paper,
punched for filing in a binder.

I will be glad to help anyone wish-
ing to become a judge, or to answer any
questions regarding this class.

EDNA 1.KORTS
Chairman of Judging Class

ALL ABOUT BEGONIAS
by Bernice Brilmayer

Published by Doubleday & Co,
First book devoted to all kinds of begonias since
1947. Author will autograph books purchased
through us - please specify autographed copy
and give instructions if for gift.

Publisher's edition $4.95 postpaid.
NORMAN J. CHERRY CO.

Box 608-B Merrick, New York

NEW CROP
Rex Begonia Hybrid Seed

$1.00 per packet

RUDOLF ZIESENHENNE
1130 N. Milpas St., Santa Barbara, Calif.

GOLDEN BIRD TROPICALS
6102 Richfield Road, Yorba Linda, California

Unusual Flowering and Foliage Plants
for Container Growing

Gesneriads, and tropical exotics.
Sen'd 10¢ for catalog to Dept. T-5

Interesting catalog includes Begonias,
Mail Order Only
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BEGONIA BASICS ..•
(Continued from Page 31)

'-_This is what I am trying to say - that
all. begonias need good, dear daylight,
and plenty of it; and that the full-flower-
ing types, like sempreforens and cane-
stemmed, need sunlight in order to set
flowers. How much they need is a matter
of intensity and duration, not which way
your window faces. And both intensity
and duration depend upon the area in
which you live, and upon the season.

What can you do if the only available
light is dim ? Well, you can get interested
in the rex begonias, some of the shy-
flowering rhizomatous varieties with gay
foliage, or any type that doesn't depend
upon flowering to give you pleasure. And
even these may be helped along if you
give them the benefit of supplementary
artificial light; turn on a table or floor
lamp after twilight on wintry days.

Or you can figure out some place to
put your begonias where they will get
more light and sunlight. Try an unshaded
south window, at least until you see signs
that the sun has warmed up enough to
crisp a leaf edge or two. And even then,
a transparent curtain will filter out any
harmful heat.

So oftenI'm asked, "Why can't I make
my wax begonias bloom the way they did
at the greenhouse where I got them"?
And so often the answer is, "They need
more light and sunlight".

I can't help climbing up on my soap
box for one final point about sunlight
and summer-flowering tuberous begonias.
In these parts as in others, we're told
they'll grow in shade, and overwhelm us
with tremendous flowers. But they won't.
In summer shade in Connecticut, New
Jersey, Long Island - and, I suspect,
in many similar areas - they grow tall,
limp, and lanky, and flower weakly if at
all. I can't count the intelligent gardeners
who have told me they finally, in despera-
tion, set the plants out in the sun - and
have been happy with them ever after.

(This is the first article of a continuing
series to be contributed by Bernice Bri!-
mayer;- Eastern Editor.)

IN ENGLAND •••
(Continued from Page 28)

very well for me; but 'Argentea-Guttata'
makes a good show until it goes dormant
around November. B. boweri and 'Bunchi'
are still good despite the low tempera-
tures; and I have a nice plant of fernando
costae in bloom. None of my rex have
gone dormant as yet; in fact, a plant of
'Curly Fireflush' looks lovely; it is about
eighteen inches across. My only plant of
luxurians would like things just a little
warmer, I imagine, but it is going well
and holding its foliage quite erect.

IN REMEMBRANCE
Barney J. McGrath, husband of Peggy

McGrath, of Whittier, California, passed
away December 31, 1960.

Mrs. McGrath has been an active mem-
ber of the Whittier Branch of the Amer-
ican Begonia Society for many years, serv-
ing in various offices.

Her many friends in the A.B.S. extend
their sincere sympathy to Peggy Mc-
Grath.

BEGONIAS, GERANIUMS, EXOTICS
NEW catalogue with color, 25c

LOGEE'S GREENHOUSES
(Est. 1892)

Danielson, Connecticut

BEGONIAS
SLANTED TOWARD '(HE BEGINNER

By Dorothy S., Behrends

All about begonia propagation, culture,
name pronunciation, and people in

the Begonia World,
An easy to read and understand handbook

for beginners. Well illustrated.

$2.00 p.p. from the author
California residents inc:lude

8 c:ents sales tax
442 Orpheus Ave., Enc:initas, Calif.
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ARAGRO FISH CONCENTRATE
ESPECIALLY GOOD ON

SHADE PLANTS
NO BURNING OR ODOR

Recommended and Sold by
JENSEN'S GARDENS

9515 E. FLOWER AVENUE
BELLFLOWER. CALIF.

We feature African Violets and Begonias
NO MAIL ORDERS

Begonia
Farm

4024 Pacific Coast Hi.way, Walteria, Calif.

TUBEROUS BEGONIAS
COMPLETE SELECTION OF BEGONIAS

AND SHADE PLANTS

FUCHSIAS - CAMELLIAS - FERNS
OPEN DAILY - CLOSED MONDAY

Complete Nursery & Garden Supply Shop
IV: Miles E. 0/ Redondo Beach

Hi·Way 101

Preserve Your

BEGON'ANS
ATTRACTIVE BINDERS HOLD

COPIES FOR 2 YEARS
ASSORTED COLORS

$1.00 each
f.o.b. EI Monte Community Branch

C/O MRS. VERNE POWELL
4836 CEDAR

EL MONTE, CALIF.

CALENDAR
February 2-Westchester Branch. This i

will be a combination jitney pot-luck"
dinner and whoopee party. Dinner at
6:30 p.m. A talk will be given on the
use of soil heating cables. Visitors are
welcome. Bring a nice plant instead of
a wrapped gift. For further informa-
tion contact Agnes Thieben evenings
after 4:30 p.m. ORchard 2-5112.

February 9-Inglewood Branch. Travel
with the Fred Luthers via slides and
story.

February 25-26-Fifth Annual Show of
the Los Angeles Camellia Council, at
Disneyland Hotel, Anaheim, California.
Open from 2 p.m. to 10 p.m. on Sat-
urday and from 10:30 a.m. to 8 p.m.
on Sunday.

March 2- Westchester Branch. Lor e n
Paulsohn, landscaper, will show his
three-dimensional slides of step-by-step
planning and planting a home garden,
front yard, patio, rear and side yards.
Members and guests make a note to
attend this interesting meeting.

March U-12-Seventh Annual Camellia
Show at Descanso Gardens in La Can-
ada, California. Open from noon to
5:30 p.m. on Saturday and from 8
a.m. to 5 :30 p.m. on Sunday.

COpy DEADLINE
All . material for publication in THE

BEGONIAN must be received by the
Editor not later than the fifth of the
month preceding month of publication ...~ -..- _ --....

AMERICAN BEGONIA SOCIETY'S INSIGNIA PIN
for Begonia Society Members

SEND YOUR ORDER TO:

MRS. EDNA KORTS ~-
3626 REVEREAVENUE

PRICE $3.00 LOS ANGELES 39, CALIF. ........................................... __ .
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'eaves From Our Begonia Branches
\\., .

BESSIE RAYMOND BUXTON
On December 3 the annual Christmas

party was held at the Pillar House in
Newton. Mrs. Lester D. Fox, vice-presi~
dent, gave a delightful account of the be-
ginnings of the American Begonia So-
ciety, with reminiscences of early mem-
bers of this Branch. It was an occasion
to honor our charter members, three of
whom were present: Mrs. Ernest E. Mar-
tin, Miss Alice Newell, and Stuart Bar-
stow.

The following officers were elected for
1961: Mrs. Herbert E. Hurley, president;
Mrs. Charles R. Scrymgeour, vice-presi-
dent; Mrs. Frederick Kingsbury, treasurer
and membership secretary; Mrs. Percy 1.
Merry, corresponding secretary; and Mrs.
DiiQiel 1. Comiskey, recording. secretary.

A plan was submitted for the begonia
exhibit at the spring show of the Massa-
chusetts Horticultural Society.

The meeting concluded with an illus-
trated lecture by Miss Harriet Creighton,
professor of botany at Wellesley College,
who has just returned from a year of
teaching in Peru.

DALLAS COUNTY, TEXAS
The Lone Star Branch and the Dallas

County Branch joined for the December
meeting in the home of Mrs. Ruth Cook,
president of the Dallas County Branch.

Mrs .. Builderback, a visitor, installed
the new officers of both Branches with a
wonderful and thoughtful message.

Following the program, we exchanged
gifts and enjoyed lovely refreshments
served. by our hostess.

EAST BAY
. The East Bay Branch extends its most

cordial wishes for a Happy New Year to
all its sister organizations.

Our Christmas party, under the super-
vision of Mrs. Myrtle May, was a huge
success. The tables were beautifully dec-
orated; the food was fit for a gourmet.
Harry Ross, our chief host, kept the
joviality of the occasion at its peak.

We all join in thanking our outgoing
officers for their capable work. We hope
that the year 1961 will prove to be as
fruitful as the last year.

Newly elected officers are: Laura Hart-
man, president; Anne Strauch, vice-pres-
ident; Lillie Hallahan, secretary; Dorothy
Osborn, recording secretary; Floyd Jensen,
treasurer; and Lena Rufener, chief hostess.

Thanks to Mrs. Floyd Jensen and her
committee, more than a hundred dish
gardens were distributed to the Veterans
Hospital for Christmas. This project,
started many years ago by Mary and Lena
Rufener, is becoming a real project for
our garden group. '

The bedridden veterans find the dish
gardens satisfying and a little bit of the
great outdoors which they cannot see any
other way. We hope that next year we
may be able to send 600 or more. For
this purpose, we are making a collection
of dishes for these gardens. Anyone in-
terested in sending us some dishes should
contact the Rufener sisters at 4497 Howe
Street, Oakland 11, California.

ELSA FORT
Happy New Year to all of you, and

may it become one in which all your
:'growing" desires are fulfilled.

We said an early Merry Christmas to
each other at our regular meeting. Marian
Jones, with the excellent help of Marian
Buck as co-hostess, had decorated her
home early, so we enjoyed a delicious
dinner, feeling that Christmas was really
here. The gift exchange seemed parti-
cularly pretty this year, and everyone
seemed so pleased.

We had a short business meeting when
Marian Jones became our new president,
and we thanked Betty Johnston, who had
so admirably filled that place for two
years.

As the new president, Marian- Jones
named Ruth Richardson to be program
chairman, and we began to make plans
which call for some very serious begonia
study this year .

...... ~ .....,...,..,.. ~ ...
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INGLEWOOD
The December meeting was a whopper.

The first event was the installing of of-
ficers for 1961: Pearl Parker, president;
Malcolm Rich, vice-president; Bee Olson,
secretary; Wilbur Olson, treasmer; Mal-
com Rich, national representative. The
installation was conducted by the gracious
Mrs. Bert Slatter, past-president of the
Ebell Club.

The second event was a big Whoopee
party. The exciting game was played by
everyone present. A mountain of colorful
gifts was placed on a table and each
player picked the gift of his choice at
the beginning of the game. However, as
the game progressed, no one was in
possession of the gift he had chosen.

The final event was the singing of
Christmas carols, led by the golden voice
of Floyd Hambright.

SACRAMENTO
The Sacramento Branch ended the year

with a note of sadness. Our beloved pres-
ident, Roy Wiegand, passed away in
November and we shall certainly miss
him. He was a wonderful person, always
willing to help out in any way he could.
His willing assistance and his personality,
which constantly seemed to radiate good
will, did a great deal for our Branch.

This has been a busy year for us. We
participated in a Shade Plant Show,
which is held annually in our Garden
Center . We also had an entry in the
Sacramento County Fair and took not
only a blue ribbon, but a ribbon for best
in the show. Frances Flannigan, our show
chairman, is an expert in the staging of
these exhibits and always has a display
which is a cr'edit to our organization.
She deserves much credit for the blue
ribbons we have won at our Fair exhibits.

Ruthanne Williams, our program chair-
man, has had some wonderful well-plan-
ned programs. She planned a workshop
for our program in December, and we
all participated in making wreaths and
other Christmas decorations.

And so we come to the end of the year
that has been a success, and we wish our
new officers every success during their
year of office.
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SAN FRANCISCO
We had a wonderful Christmas party

with 125 members and their childres
present. Santa (Ed Pynchon) was as jolly
and as generous as ever, with gifts for
all. Irv Kramer had an enjoyable selection
of Christmas music which he played all
during the evening. Beth Sackman was
chairman for the party and, as usual, did
an excellent job.

The pot-luck dinner and serving com-
mittee, as well as the table decorations,
were in charge of Margo CorbelIi. Three
turkeys were roasted by Elaine Jordan and
Jodephine Martin, and Alice Gold cooked
two hams. Art Boissier, resplendent in his
chef's hat and apron, wielded a mean
carving knife.

Emma O'Neill presented a lovely cop-
per bowl as a perpetual trophy to be won
for amateur flower arrangements.

At this reading Santa will have come
and gone; 1960 will be but a memory;
and 1961 is ahead of us. Happy New
Year to all the Branches and all the mem-
bers of the American Begonia Society!

SOUTHERN ALAMEDA
Our December meeting was held on

Saturday evening with a Christmas din-
ner, gift exchange, and party, at the La
Casa, located in San Leandro. Tables
were beautifully decorated by Mr. and
Mrs. H. J. Bolyard, Mr. and Mrs. Floyd
Slutter, and Mr. and Mrs. Chester Bart-
low, using sprayed pine cones, greens,
red berries, and Christmas ornaments on
a white table cloth.

Entertainment was furnished by a group
from the Hill Dancing School. There
were many outstanding acts.

Charles Congdon did a delightful job
of installing the following officers for
1961; H. J. Bolyard, president; William
Simon, vice-president; Mrs. Edith Slutter,
treasurer; Mrs. Marie Reed, recording
secretary; Mrs. Ann Bartlow, correspond-
Ing secretary; and E. 1. Kappler, national
representative.

We go into the coming year looking
forward to many fine programs, garden
shows, pot-luck dinners, and a keen in-
terest in raising our begonias and other
shade plants.

THE BEGONIAN



THEODOSIA BURR SHEPHERD
,Teen-age members provided entertain-

"Im~nt during the December installation
meeting. The junior members, Travis
Pepper and Tommy Seward, presented a
program of piano and guitar. Group sing~
ing of Christmas carols was led by Travis.
Tommy, in his role as Santa Claus, came

'down the chimney to distribute gifts to
members and guests.

Installed by Rudolf Ziesenhenne of
Santa Barbara were: Mrs, Dewey Hobart,
president; Mrs. Catherine Moon, vice-
president; Mrs. D. E. Claypool, secretary;
Mrs. S. B. Reed, treasurer; Mrs. Harry
Meyers, membership secretary; Mrs. Clyde
Snodgrass, national director; Mrs. Louise
Seaton, Ted Osborne, and Mrs. Ina Clay-
ton, directors.

The meeting began with a dinner,
served by Harry Meyers and his commit-
tee. The Christmas theme prevailed in
decorations,
WESTERN PENNSYLVANIA

For the September meeting, the Branch
met at the home of Mrs. Frank Loughran
in Saxonburg. Since it was a warm day,
lunch and the business meeting was held
under the shade trees on Mrs. Loughran's
lawn. As the speaker was absent, there
was a general discu$sion on the storing
of tuberous begonias.

In October, members met at the home
of Mrs. A. S. Lash in Dormont. After
lunch, Mrs. McPherson described cane
begonias and told of a trip to Mrs. Ross
Swisher's home in Pennsylvania. Mem-
bers answered roll call by naming cane
bel:(onias they owned. PlantS were pro-
vided by the Branch and distributed to
members, to be grown for the 1961 flow-
er show: These were 'Nellv Bly', 'Me-
dora', 'Holly', and a rex.

On a rainy day ih November, mem-
bers met at the Oakdale home ot ,Mrs.
S. A. Stewart. After lunch, the speaker
being absent, Branch business and a dis-
cussion of" the program for 1961 was
held. Members voted to have a turkey,
dinner for the December meeting. They
,also voted that, instead of the gift ex-
Ichange, each member would bring a gift
for a needy child. Officers for 1961 were
elected ..

F,EBRUARY, 1961

The December meeting was in the Pitts-
burgh home of Mrs. J. W. Dougherty.
After a turkey dinner, Mrs. Ruth Perry
gave an interesting description of her re-
cent visit to California. Christmas gifts
were turned over to the Pittsburgh Post
Gazette to distribute.

Installation of officers by Mrs. J. E.
Magill completed our 1960 program. Of-
ficers installed were:

Mrs. J. W. Dougherty, president; Mrs.
Margaret Bowser, first vice-president;
Mrs. Edna Stewart, second vice-president;
Mrs. S. A. Stewart, treasurer; Mrs. A S.
Lash, corresponding secretary; Mrs. Ralph
Reno, recording secretary, and Mrs. R. A.
McPherson, publicity.

SAN GABRIEL VALLEY
We had our twenty-first anniversary

banquet and the installation of our new
officers on January 13, and it was also
Friday, but we defied superstition. Having
come of· age, we feel confident of the
future.

Maria Wilkes, the garden expert, con-
ducted the installation. In her charming
way, she instills friendly cooperation by
everyone she contacts.

Neil Campbell, who conducts horticul-
tural tours around the world and has just
returned from abroad, showed moving
pictures of "Gardens of Europe".

Our new officers are: Carl E. Nau-
mann, president; Robert Wilson, vice-
president; Mrs. Ruth Eppley, secretary;
Tames Giridlian, treasurer; Mar gar e t
Moore, Branch director; and Mrs. Vera
N'mmann, national representative.

The meetinp: was held at Henry's Res-
taurant, near the Arboretum in Arcadia.

PATRONIZE BEGONIAN
ADVERTISERS

Grows Better Planls in Soil, Sand or Water
PreJerred by millIOns of users for over 20 years.
Simply dissolve and water your house plants, gar-"
den flowers. vegetables, shrubs and lawn. Clean!
Odorlessl Feeds instantly. If dealer can't supply,
send $1 for lO-Ol. can, postpaid. Makes 60 gallons.

1Ii',i.j.ld.WI,a1iM'Wii9'MR,lMil'
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Branch Directory
VISITORS ALWAYS WELCOME AT THESE MEETINGS

BRITISH BRANCH

F. J. Bedson, Secy., Kent, England

BUXTON, BESSIE RAYMOND BRANCH

3rd Saturday. Homes of Members
Mrs. Percy I. Merry, Secy.
109 Brookside Road, Needham, Mass.

DALLAS COUNTY, TEXAS BRANCH

3rd Thursday, 7,00 p.m.,_ Members' Residences
Mrs. M. F. Scribner Carr. Secy.
1422 Marfa, Dallas 16, Texas

EAST BAY BRANCH

2nd Thursday, 7,45 p.m., Willard School
Telegraph 'at Ward, Berkeley, California
Mrs. Jane Scalzo, Secy.
1126 Keeler Ave., Berkeley 8, Calif.

EL MONTE COMMUNITY BRANCH

3rd Friday, Members' Homes
Miss Lenore Schroeder, Secy.
182B So. 7th St., Alhambra, Calif.

FOOTHILL BRANCH

3rd Thursday, 8:00 p.m.
La Verne Community Bldg.
2039 Third St., La Verne
Miss A. Esther Smith, Cor. Secy.
309 E. Foothill Blvd., La Verne, Calif.

FORT, elSA BRANCH
lst Saturday, 1:30 p.m.
Miss Lola Price, Secy.
628 Beech Ave., Laurel Springs, N.J,

GLENDALE BRANCH
4th Wednesday, 8:00 p.m.
Tuesday Afternoon Club, 400 N. Central
Mrs. Isabel Compton, Secy.
2339 Mayberry St" Los Angeles 26, Calif.

GRAY, EVA KENWORTHY BRANCH
3rd Monday, 7:30 p.m.
Community House, La Jolla
Mrs. Charles Calloway
1311 Torrey Pines Rd., La Jolla, Calif.

GRAY'S HARBOR BRANCH
2nd Monday 8,00 p.m.
Hoquiam Public Library or
Messingale and Rosenear Music Store
Aberdeen, Washington
Mrs. Jessie B. Hoyt, Seey.
1013 Harding Road, Aberdeen, Wash.

GRUENBAUM. MARGARET BRANCH
4+h Tuesday 10:30 a.m. Homes of Members
Mrs. Adolph Belser Cor, Secy,
Welsh and Veree Rd" Philadelphia, Pa.

HOLLYWOOD BRANCH
3rd Wednesday, 7,30 p.m.
Plummer Park, 7377 Santa Monica Blvd.
Mrs. J. C. Jenks
6807 DeLong pre Ave., Los Angeles 28, Calif.

HOUSTON, TEXAS BRANCH
2nd Friday, 10:00 a.m.
Garden Center, 1500 Herman Drive
Mrs. E. H. Claggett, Seey.
4415 Austin St., Houston, Texas
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HUMBOLDT COUNTY BRANCH

2nd Monday, B:OO p.m.
Los Amigos Club, Loleta, Calif.
M iss Margaret Smith, Secy.
P.O Box 635, Ferndale, Calif.

INGLEWO,OD BRANCH
2nd Thursday, 7,45 p.m., Inglewood Women's c.Jub
325 North Hillcrest, Inglewood, Calif.
Mrs. Bee Olson, Secy.
13715 Cordary St., Hawthorne, Calif.

KNICKERBOCKER BRANCH

2nd Tuesday, 8.00 p.m.
Library, Horticultural Society of N.Y.
157 West 5Bth St., New York.
Mrs. Gertrude Ferris, Seey.
415 9th Ave., New York 1, N.Y.

LONE STAR BRANCH
3rd Monday, Members' Homes
Mrs. C. Neal Sikkelee, Seey.
3603 La Joya Dr., Dallas 20, Texas

LONG BEACH PARENT CHAPTER
1st Tuesday, 7:30 p.m., Linden Hall
208 Linden ,Ave., Long Beach, Calif.
Machinists Hall
728 Elm St., Long Beach, Calif.

LOUSIANA CAPITAL BRANCH
1st Friday, Homes of Members
Mrs. Leslie C. White, Seey.
3013 Addison St., Baton Rouge, La.

MIAMI, FLORIDA BRANCH

4th Tuesday, 8:00 p.m.
Simpson Memorial Garden Center
Mrs. Ray Rosengren, Seey.
5530 N.W~ 21 Ave., Miami, Fla.

MISSOURI BRANCH
3rd Tuesday, 1 p.m.
World War'Memorial Bldg., Linwood and Paseo
Kansas City, Mo.
Mrs. R. H. Hyatt, Seey.
6812 Hunter St., Raytown 33, Mo.

ORANGE COUNTY BRANCH
2nd Thursday, 7:30 p.m.
Garden Grove Grange Hall, Century and Taft Sis.
Garden Grove, Calif.
Mrs. Mel Westerdahl, Seey.
16422 Heim Ave., ,Orange, Calif.

PASADENA BRANCH
Meetings on Call, Homes of Members
Col. C. M.Gale, Seey.
40 N. San Rafael, Pasadena 2, Calif.

PHILOBEGONIA BRANCH
2nd Friday, Members' Homes
Mrs. J. Perry Long, Seey.
6532 E. Cedar Ave., Merchantville, N.J.

REDONDO BEACH AREA BRANCH
4th Friday each Month
230B Rockefeller, Redondo Beach, Calif.
Opal Murray Ahern, Seey.
1304 Poinsettia, Manhattan Beach, Calif.

RHODE ISLAND BRANCH
1st Saturday, Homes of Members
Miss Ruth Harrington, Seey. :
372 Lloyd Ave., Providence, R.I.
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RIVERSIDE BRANCH
2nd Wednesd~y, 7:30 p.m., Sh~mel P~rk

" 3650 Arlington, Riverside, C~lif.
, 'Mrs. Ethel Prior, Secy.
,,' 4345 5th St., Riverside, C~lif.

ROBINSON, ALFRED D. BRANCH
3rd Frid~y, 10,30 ~.m., Homes of Members
Const~nce D. Bower, Cor. Secy.
2413 - K St" S~n Diego 2, C~lif.

SACRAMENTO BRANCH
3rd Tuesd~y, 8:00 p.m., G~rden Center
3330 McKinley Blvd., S.cr~mento, C~lif.
Mrs. Dor~ H~le, Secy.
Route 2, Box 1350, Florin, C~lif.

SAN DIEGO BRANCH
4th Mond~y, 8~rbour H~II
2717 University Ave., S~n Diego
Mrs. Mildred Sim~, Secy.
7655 Central Ave., Lemon Grove, Calif.

SMOKY VALLEY BRANCH
3rd Thursday of each Month
Mrs. Robert Nease, Secy.
410 South Phillips, Salina, Kansas

SOUTHERN ALAMEDA COUNTY BRANCH
3rd Thursday, 8:00 p.m.
Strawbridge School Multi-Purpose Rm.
21400 Bedford Dr., Hayward, Calif.
Mrs. Chester 8artlow, Cor. Secy.
37075 Arden St., New~rk, C~lif.

TALL CORN STATE BRANCH
Mrs. Edna Monson, Secy.
South Taylor, Mason City, Iowa

TARRANT COUNTY BRANCH
2nd Monday, 10,00 a.m.
Scott Hall, Ft. Worth, Texas
Mrs. James 0. Burdick, Sr., Secy.
3211 Azle Ave., Fort Worth 6, Texas

SAN GABRIEL VALLEY BRANCH
2nd Thursday, 8,00 p.m.,
,Los Angeles Stilte & County Arboretum
501 N. ~aldwin Ave., Arcadia, Calif.
Ruth Eppley, Secy.
4858 Willard St., Rosemead, Calif.

SAN FRANCISCO BRANCH
1st Wednesday, 8,00 p.m.
Forest Lodge, 266 L~gun~ Honda
Mrs. Forrest Lee Jord~n, Secy.
9.5 Ravenwood Dr., Sl!In FranCISco,

Blvd.

Calif.

TEXAS STATE BRANCH
1st Tuesday Night in Members' Homes
E. We~ver,
1325 Thomas Blvd., Port Arthur, Texas

WESTCHESTER BRANCH
lst Thursday, 7,30 p.m. Westchester Women's
Club,
8020 Alverstone St.,
Los Angeles, Calif.
Mrs. LaNeta Myers, Secy.
7550 Cowan Ave., Los Angeles 45, Calif.

SAN MIGUEL BRANCH
1st Wednesd~y, Youth Center. Lemon Grove, Calif.
Mrs. Ruth Brook, Secy,
7151 Central Ave., Lemon Grove, Calif.

SANTA BARBARA BRANCH
2nd Thursday, 7:30 p.m.
Girl Scout Clubhouse, 1838 San Andres St.
Mary Wegener, Secy.
1611 Olive St., Santa Barbara, Calif.

SEATTLE BRANCH
3rd Tuesday, 7:45 p.m.
Meeting locations will vary; call the secretary at
SUnset 3-7122.
Mrs, Hazel M. Starks, Secy.
6116 Greenwood Ave" Seattle.3, Wash.

SHEPHERD, THEODOSIA BURR BRANCH
1st Tuesday, 7,30 p.m.
Alice Bartlett, C.H., 902 E. Main, Ventura, Calif.
Mrs. Ted Lemmon, Secy.
P,O, Box 678, Moorpark, Calif.

WEST VALLEY BRANCH
2nd Tuesday. 7,30 p.m .• Orcutt Playground
Clubhouse
21816 Lanark St., Canoga Park, Calif.
Joseph Janatka, Secy.
18641 Casandra, Tarzana, Calif.

WESTERN PENNSYLVANIA BRANCH
2nd Wednesday, 11:00 a,m., Homes of Members
Mrs. Walter M. Cowles, Secy.
1139 Mellon St., Pittsburgh 6, Pa.

WHITTIER BRANCH
1st Thursday, 7:30 p.m.
Palm Park Community Center, 1643 Floral Drive
Anne L. Rose, Secy.
1255 Ramona Dr., Whittier, Calif.

WILLIAM PENN 8RANCH
3rd Tuesday, 2,00 p.m., Homes of Members
Mrs. H. Rowland Timms, Secy.
Willow Lane, Wallingford, Pa.
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POSTMASTER:
Return Postage i','

Guaranteed
1135 N. Kenter Ave.
Los Angeles 49, Calif.

'"
.New Originations in Rose Form and Ruffled

TUBEROUS BEGONIAS
Exacting quality in color and form, from
the prize-winning Pacific Strain origi-
nated by Prank Reinelt. The very finest
obtainable!

Choice tubers now being shipped

Vetterle & Reinelt
Dept. B Capitola, California
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1961 COLOR CATALOG NOW AVAILABLE

Buxton Check list of Begonias
The Buxton Check: List of Begonias is a "must" for hybridizers
to check on previously registered names, and is a valuable refer-
ence book for identification and origin.
Send check or money order for $6.00 (in California add 24 cents
sales tax) to:

MRS. LUCY A. SAULT, Librarian
26938 DAPPLEGRAY LANE

ROLLING HILLS, CALIF.
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