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Begonias in Germany
By ESTHER J. EWOLDSEN

A, new motto occurred to .my mind
while I was traveling recently in Germany.
Instead of "Germany over all", it could
now be "Begonias over all Germany".
.It was amazing to see how many of

these plants were used everywhere. Al-
most every window we saw contained
plants. (We traveled in northern Germ-
any, northern Switzerland, and a part of
Denmark.) Many shop windows had pot-
ted plants as part of their displays. It
was not unusual to see flowers in flagmen's
stations at railroad crossings.

I saw many begonia species in these
window gardens, even a few tuberous,
doing well, too. Tuberous multifloras
seemed more popular than the large flow-
ered type of tuberous. Rex begonias in
gorgeous colors and tuberous 'Elatior' in
several colors were offered in many flor-
ists' shops.

But by far the most popular and strik-
ing was Begonia semperfiorens. Either
by themselves or in combination with
other flowers, these made wonderful
shows. The trend was toward the dwarf
types, and the plants were well grown
and literally covered with flowers. Some-
times the foliage could scarcely be seen.

In the milder, moister climates, as
compared to central and southern Cali-
fornia, these begonias grew beautifully in
full sun without sunburning. I think this
fact was the result of good plant breed-
ing which produced more sun-resistant
plants.

Set off by green lawns, they were stun-
ning in large masses or small beds of
one color, as borders to other flowers, in
planters on the streets or at doorways, or
in window boxes glowing with their
bright loveliness. I can still see the red
ones in large, shallow, white containers
in the streets, pink ones edged with blue
lobelia in window boxes, tall red ones at
the rear of a window box with white bal-
cony petunias spilling over the sides,
white or scarlet ones edging walks or con-
fined within dwarf boxwood hedges. In
......... ~ ~
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the parks, which are numerous even in
small towns, there were. beds and borders
of semperfiorens begonias as well as other
flowers.

It was my good fortune to visit the
growing grounds of Mr. Benary, an out-
standing plant breeder with a strong in-
terest in B. semperfiorens. In his seed
trial gardens for annuals, each variety of
seed is tested for purity of strain before
being listed in his catalog.

There were his own semperfiorens be-
gonias. Foremost was his 'Tausendschoen'
white. Parent stock was being hand pol-
linated and protected from other contam-
inating pollen. These darlings were under
lath.

Others were in the open and' were
breath-taking in their variety, abundance
of bloom, and uniformity of growth.
They were white, pink, and red, each
color in tall, medium, and dwarf habit
of growth; and under each of these nine
divisions there were from three to eight
named varieties, each slightly different in
size of flower, shade of color, character
of leaf, or habit: When I considered that
four to ten years were required to breed
a particular type true, it was with great
appreciation that I stood admiring the
display.

Among those I saw were: 'Blitzstrahl'
(Flash of Lighting), 'Essen', 'Leucht-
funk' (Sparkler), 'Luminosa' (Lumin-
ous), 'Luzifer' (Lucifer), 'Blutenmeer'
(Sea of Bloom), 'Primadonna', 'Schnee'
(Snow) , 'Hexe' (Sorceress), 'Weisse
Perle' (White Pearl), 'Niedridge Indi-
anerin' (Dwarf Indian Maiden), 'Dorn-
roschen' (Thornrose), 'Rosabella', 'Tau-
sendschoen' (Thousand Beauties) in
white, pink, and red. With the seeds ot
these and other fine varieties available to
us, it is to be hoped that American gar-
deners will make greater use of these little
jewels. They will repay the little care
they require with a wealth of f19wersand
color:

(Continued on Page 11)
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Babysitting 1n Tenbyten
By ELSA FORT

What busy days these are in Tenbyten!
So many pots of interesting seedlings-
most from the Seed Fund and some from
my own stock. It is such a thrill to see
the true leaves appear on the rare ones,
which have been part of the Seed Fund's
most commendable project.

Iron Cross was so limited, and so cher-
ished, and from my little packet I have
six lovely plants. Long before the true
leaf was larger than the end of a little
finger, the markings showed and the whis-
kers were all bristling. It is now in a
thumb pot and in about two weeks will
be shifted to the next size. It is a thrill to
grow a begonia so worthwhile.
B. vellozianna came up as thick as hair

on a dead dog's back. Such a job it was
to transplant them to larger quarters. I
have found that a shallow eight-inch bulb
pan is ideal for the first spotting out, and
I take several plants, perhaps ten or
twelve, and plant them in one spot when
they are too small for planting in thumb
pots. Then I again lift and separate them.

For the planting mixture in such an in-
stance I use two parts oak leaf mold, one
part Bacto peat, and one part compost, all
well mixed. I have about four inches of
broken crock in the bottom and I some-
times throw in a handful of turkey grit
to fill in the open spaces. I set this pan
in a saucer filled with wet sand and peb-
bles, and I water constantly from the bot-
tom. Over the top I use a bell cover
elevated on two plant markers for ventil-
ation. The pan is placed in some filtered
sunshine during the morning hours for I
have found that if no sun is given there
will be rotting of the little plants.
B. hirtella has been shifted toa two-

inch pot after having been sown last Jan-
uary. It seems to be happy in Tenbyten
and shows its love by growing by leaps
and bounds. It is such a strong grower
that it went from the starting pan directly
to the thumb pots.

For my starting mixture this year I have
used sifted leaf mold, shredded sphag-
~..... '"'......... "" ...... ~ .... y ~~....,..".,.~."",
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num, and some sponge-rock. The con-
tainer was an oblong plastic refrigerator
box, about four inches long, three inches
wide, and four inches deep. I keep the
lid on tightly and watch the progress of
the plants as they grow.

When they are about half an inch high
I open the lid and give them a weak sol-
ution of Atlas Fish Emulsion. I do this
about every ten days. Just a few drops
around the edge of the container, so it
will run down the sides, is all· that is
necessary. The lid is kept closed all the
time.

All my seeds are started in the kitchen
window, and many of the newly trans-
planted plants are kept in the kitchen
where I can watch them. I am careful
not to oyerwater. When the true leaves
appear, they can take harsher treatment,
but watering is the most important factor
in raising successful.plants from seed.

Many Rex are such babies in Tenbyten.
In April I planted leaves a new way. I
cut the stem about two inches long. Then,
using a starting vitamin B, I wrapped the
leaf stem in very damp green sphagnum
moss, and put this in one of the plastic
pint boxes in which berries are shipped. I
put the box with the leaf in a plastic bag
with no holes in it, sealed the top air-
tight, and hung it in a window.

New plants will start in about ten days
when leaves are planted this way. How-
ever, my experience has been that wedges
rot, while th~ entire leaf with stem at-
tached gives many plants.

By green sphagnum moss I mean the
moss just as it comes from the bogs and
not moss that has been used as root wrap-
pings by' the nurserymen. I can obtain
mine from our New Jersey bogs.

After the Rex plants are well rotted
and the leaves well formed, they are pot-
ted in pure leaf mold, not sifted. They
grow so fast that they are soon ready for
the three-inch pots.

(Continued on Page 16)
"...."" ........... ~
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By VIRGINIA 1. WITHBB

Before delving iQto the performance
histories of Rex bego\'l;ias as they proved
themselves for m~,::first let us explore
.possible reasons' fo'r the failure of some
. of them.

Some Rexes have tuberous begonia in
their ancestry, such as 'Winter Queen' I
understand, making them more tender and
susceptible to various weaknesses, especi-
ally in the colder regions of our country.
For instance, they must adjust to varying
temperatures and air conditions because
our homes are heated with fuels that are
not to their liking, such as fumes from
oil. (But it must be remembered that
these conditions .affect all kinds of be-
gonias, as well.) These begonias demand
extra special care, requiring more steady
warmth and higher humidity,

It might be that some Rexes just prefer
greenhouse conditions, while others grow
poorly because they are naturally weak;
for others the adjustment from their or-
iginal environment is difficult. In all cases
except a few, extra attention brought them
through. But in a few cases, some didn't
make it no matter how they were
doted over. For them-never again. Hav-
ing Rexes that seem to be hosts for mil-
dew and various other troubles is just not
worth all the trouble and fighting. On the
whole, however, the troublesome Rexes
are a very small percentage.

All the Rexes I mention are by the
names as I know them.
- I think I am safe in beginning the per-
formance data by saying that the most
noble and regal of the Rexes'in perform-
ance in every way is that robust beauty,
'King Edward'. .It seems that no matter
where he may hold court, his are the per-
fect royal robes.

The burnished burgundy beauty of 'Red
Berry' is enhanced by its glistening leaves.
It adjusted to the climatic change from the
deep south to my area with no trouble.
It propagates easily.

'Prince Charming', which is somewhat
similar to the pattern of 'Cathayana', was

up and down like an umbrella durIng
our prolonged hot humid spells, but as
soon as it would cool a bit, its leaves were
as upright as could be desired. Because of
this fault, we have not propagated this
one.

'Berry's Autumn', a muted dark green
and brown, has no complaints in any way
that I can see. It propagates easily.

'Dotty' is a sweetheart, with its beauti-
ful large, pointed, spiral leaf oL ,grass-
green, heavily speckled with silver. Yet
there are times when' the propagation is
difficult, possibly because the wedges do
not like hot, humid weather.

'Scarlet O'Hara' has no quarrels with
weather and her dress is superb in tones
of red and green. It propagates easily.

'If is vigorous and cooperative, but it
must have plenty of air and sunshine-
air to prevent mildew and sunshine to
produce bloom. It has green and white
leaves. It propagates easily.

'Robin', an upright type, is a vigorous
grower and has to have sunshine to bloom
well. It is dark brown-red, speckled silver,
and the leaves are maple-shaped. It pro-
pagates easily, especially from cuttings.

'Mikado' seems to be very tempera-
mental and requires doting over. Unless
it receives lots 9f fresh air and sunshine,
this one acquires mildew. It is beautiful
with its rose-purple margin and center on
silver. It propagates easily.

'Countess Louise Erdoedy' is generally a
superb grower. Sometimes she seems to
resent long spells of humid weather, es-
pecially if cool, but this might be because
her dense growth prevents air from cir-
culating through it to advantage. Too, she
has a dense growth of hairs on the leaves
and spirals, tinged with deep rose. She
propagates easily.

'Merry Christmas' is - glorious in its
green, red, and silver colors. It is a robust
grower in every way and propagates easily.

'Ranee', a colorful sunburst of red,
green, rose, and silver, is a massive grow-

(Continued on Page 16)
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'Begonia 'Boweri and Its Country
By T. MACDoUGALL

It is nearly ten years since Rudolf Zie-
senhenne described this little begonia and
introduced it to cultivation. During this
period it appears to have become well
liked and widely spread in begonia circles.

The original discovery was limited to
a few scattered plants. in a very small
area. Since that time, however, my fur-

Cerro Atravesado, seen from the west.

ther explorations have somewhat extended
the known habitat range, so that the spe-
cies may now be described as "locally com-
mon". However, the known habitat area
is still very limited, not to say isolated.

During my early years of explorations
in southern Mexico, I spent much time in
the New York Public Library, reading
books pertaining to the region. One of
the most informative of these was Survey
of The Isthmus of Tehuantepec, by Cay-
etano Moro, published in London a cen-
tury ago.

At one point, don Cayetano's investi-
gations had taken him to the pine cov-
ered table top of Cerro Atravesado, north
of Niltepec, Oaxaca. He mentioned a
ridge that connects the north end of
Cerro Atravesado with the southern slopes
of the Sierra Madre, and remarked that
they wished to climb the high peaks of
the sierra, but that gathering clouds and
threatening weather caused them to desist.

Later, we were to find that this was the
most accessible route to those same high
peaks, Cerro Azul. And on this same
connecting ridge we discovered Begonia
Boweri.

A typical B. Boweri in a rock crevice. The begonia
looms large among the many other rock plants.

Begonia Boweri, of more typical leaf pattern, sharing
a rock pocket with ferns and other dwarf plants.

6 THE BEGONIAN



A dark leaved form of B. Boweri growing in a crevice
on the perdendlcular face of a rock. Eastern exposure,
partially shaded by trees.

Begonia Boweri on the trunk of a Brahea palm. The
wilted look is from being bruched against by one
of us.

Cover Picture
Grace and beauty of form is shown by

this specimen of Begonia caroliniaefolia.

Photo by KARl BERGGRA V.

habited, unexplored, and practically un-
trodden by the foot of modern man.

This area, the eastern top of Oaxaca
east of the soque village of Santa Maria
Chimalapa and north of the Sierra Madre,
is the largest unexplored single unit in
Mexico today. With the accelerated
growth and development of modern Mex-
ico, it is difficult to see how this wilder-
ness area can remain indefinitely unex-
ploited. When this happens, the loss will
be irreparable.

(You will note the use of the name
"begonia" applied to a Pinguicula. In the
soft Spanish pronunciation, the word is
even more euphonious and this may par-
tially explain its application to genera
other than begonias. Other plants which,
in Mexico, may receive the name "be-
gonia" include Episcias and Peperomia
maculosa.)

The prevailing north winds of the dry
season bank clouds over the high parts
of the Sierra Madre. The clouds usually
extend over the north end of Cerro At-
ravesado, and also blanket the connecting
ridge. Thus the habitat of Begonia Bow-
eri may be described as cloud forest bor-
dering on dry (pine) woods.

We do not find Begonia Boweri on the
slopes of the Sierra Madre, and it is some
distance, both horizontally and vertically,
after leaving the Boweri colony, before we
meet our next species-Begonia hispida-
villosa (Zies).
Begonia hispidavillosa acompanies us

up the sierra to perhaps 6,000 feet alti-
tude. Above this, we find a scarlet flower-
ed Pinguicula, growing on wet rock faces
and cliffs. This, too, is a "begonia".

Meanwhile, as we climb, the forest be-
comes more and more gnome-like, and
much of the time we walk along low hor-
izontal branches, heavily padded with
mosses, ferns, and bromeliads. We are
traveling "blind" but making good pro-
gress, and I am thinking, "If our luck
continues, we should reach the top in
good time". Then suddenly we emerge
into the brilliant sunshine to find our-
selves overlooking a flower-studded elfin
forest. Beyond this there stretches an im-
mense area of virgin rain forest, unin-

JANUARY, 1960
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Fluorescent Tubes
for the Sheltered Garden

By DOROTHY 5. BEHRENDS

For aproximately eight years, avid er into the soil at the lower height of the
shade gardeners have been using burned- structure. The tubes maybe cut by saw-
out fluorescent tubes to build shelters. ing with a hack saw.
These shelters protect against the heat, Complete glasshouses, for growing
cold and winds. plants, have been constructed of these

The tubes are vacuum and are therefore tubes. One simple design, using the
insulated. eight-foot lengths, is the lean-to type.

When they are placed tightly together In making a house sixteen feet long, a
on a pitch, they shed water well. But framework is first constructed so that the
they are not water tight. eight-foot tubes may be placed end to

On hot days they keep the area cooler. end. A rain gutter, as used on eaves,
On cold nights they help retain the ac- should be suspended under the lower end
cumulated warmth of the day. They al- of the row of the upper tubes. By in-
ways slow up or divert the wind. stalling a downspout on this gutter, the

.They may also be used as lath, placing rain run-off will not cause undue drip or
them half an inch apart. I used shingle water damage. The roof should always
nails to keep them separated, with rein- have a pitch, to keep from having heavy
forcing laths laid and fastened across the drip problems. The lower row of tubes
ends, to keep them in place during a wind on the roof will not need a gutter if the
storm. tubes are arranged to extend a few inches

The pitch of the roof should be enough beyond the wall of the structure.
to encourage the rain or dew to run the When a gable roof is desired, the eight-
length of the tube, rather than installed foot lengths fit very well under an in-
flat to permit moisture drips. verted V at the peak of the gable. By

Many gardeners have used their ingen- using two. strips of six-inch sheeting,
uity in placing these tubes to suit their there will be enough space to reinsert
own particular needs. However, a few any tubes when necessary. By covering
suggestions are in order. this sheeting with roofing paper, a very

Tubes come in four, five, six, and eight neat, well insulated roof is obtained,
foot lengths. It would be wise to accumu- whether on a glasshouse or patio.
late enough tubes prior to building the Most of us have growing plants in our
framework, so that materials come out patios and use a hose with which to water
even. The five-foot lengths are approxi- them and hose off the floor. 50 what
mately two and one-half inches in diam- little rain leaks through the roof is of
eter, while the average tube is about one little concern.
and one-half inches. However, some growers have wanted a

When they are laid horizontal on the water tight roof and have used corrugated
sides (or in an upright position) of a fibreglass panels. This is fine, providing a
structure, they can be quite tight. When vent is installed near the peak of the
they are placed in an upright position, roof, so that the heat may be dispelled
the top ends of the tubes may be placed during the heat of the day in the hot
in a "trough" of the framework, while summer months. This type of roofing is
the bottom ends may be placed directly not insulated and tends to become overly
in the ground. The' metal ends are the warm for tender plants.
only things that will rust away. When these tubes were first created, a

In such construction, a lean-to may be gas was contained in them which has since
effected easily by using the eight-foot been outlawed. They now contain a pow-
lengths and merely sinking the ends deep- (Continued on Page 16)
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The Greenhouse That Just Grew
By EDNA M. STEWART

For years, I had W:Llltc:da J.(reenhousc.
I bought hotbed sash and storm windows
at every farm sale within driving distance.

The winter of 1954-55 I had more than
400 plants in my house, on window sills,
shelves and tables. There were plants of
all kinds: amaryllis, azaleas, gardenias,
geraniums, fuchsias, begonias, African
violets, coleus, and many others. More
than 200 pots were upstairs, and the water
was down one long flight. Did you ever
try to water hundreds of plants on high
shelves without spilling?

One bright day in early May, I went out
to feed the chickens-and on into the
empty half of the chicken house (we were
gradually getting rid of the chickens).
Sun was pouring through the windows on
the east and the south, and it was nice
and warm. What a fine place to set some
of my plants-just a few on the floor,
for a few days! '

Suddenly I though of my accumulated
hot-bed sash, and the fact that this lovely
building was twelve feet wide. Then I
realized that I had a cement floor, and
water and electricity" already installed and
working. Why not replace the roof with
hot-bed sash and have a greenhouse? A
carpenter said it could be done.

We took out the roosts, removed the
roof, and took off the siding half way to
the ground. The carpenter put on the
hot-bed sash roof, and put windows in
the sides. He also made benches from the
old sheeting boards and siding. Of course,
I had to buy 2" x 6" rafters to support
the sash, a few other boards, and nails.
But the house was already divided with
wire and insulite.

There I was, with my first greenhouse,
twelve feet wide and thirty feet long. You
can be sure it didn't take me long to fill it.

We had some cold, rainy weather that
May. So I swiped the oil stove from the

JANUARY, 1960

J.(arage-and burned up .$1 '\() wol'lh of
oil the following winter. As that was
rather tough on the budget, I bought the
boiler the church had for salt:. A neigh-
bor located a used stoker, and another
friend found some used pipe for us. The
man who trained his bird dog on our
farm told us how to set up the boiler and
piping, and when we bought some sup-
plies from his furnace business, he loaned
us a vise, pipe cutters, and threaders.

Meanwhile, the chickens had departed
and the other half of the building was
dismantled. But no more 'hot-bed sash
for the roof-it leaked. I thought of
what I had read about fiberglass, investi-
gated nearby sources, and bought corru-
gated fiberglass to put in place of the
sash.

With the sash we extended the front
of our new section of greenhouse with
glass to the floor, giving us a second
growing area under the bench.

The benches are made waterproof with
a tarpaper lining, and the 34-inch-wide
center bench has both tarpaper and poly-
ethylene, which last two years. All benches
hold about two inches of sand to create
humidity, 'since the floor is cement.

Two overhead lines of IV2" pipe carry
water from the boiler to the front of the
house; the return lines are under the
benches, giving some bottom heat. The
thermostat is usually set at 55°, but it is
raised to 65° or 70° on extra cold nights.
A temperature alarm rings at 45° if any-
thing happens to the electric stoker. Of
course, things can go wrong. Once a pin
sheared off in the stoker, and my husband
had to make a new one. But that's what
keeps life from getting monotonous.

Now I have my greenhouse-sixty feet
long, twelve feet wide-big enough to
hold a lot of plants. It has never been
empty.
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Which Rex Begonia?
Which of the many glorious rex be-

gonias have proved most satisfactory for
eastern house and greenhouse growers?
The early ballots are in, and are here sum-

marized. Mrs. Marion DeCoursey reported
for the William Penn Branch; from Tar-
entum, Pennsylvania, Mrs. Mark Stewart
sent a detailed list.

Good in
House

Abel Carriere (rex type) x
Axel Lange m (poor)
Baby Rainbow ..
Bella 0. ...

Captain Nemo 0. _ •••• 0. •• 0..0. .

The Clossen group .
Curly Fireflush ...
Curly Silver Sweet h.mh h .

Dew Drop _ _ x
Ember .
Fireflush 0. (poor)
Glory of St. Albans .
Grandis _ 0. ..

Green Berry 0. 0. 0. 0. (poor)
Helen Lewis 0. .

Helen Teupel h x
Iron Cross (rex-like) x - in terrarium
It h h h (nted. difficult)
Joel Gillingwators x (so far)
King Edward· h x
Lavender Glory .
Lavender Ruffles x
Madame Grosse ..
Magnifica 0. : ...

Maiden's Blush 0. 0. ..

Merry Christmas (Ruhrtal) h h X

Mulberry , · m ...

Oregon Sunset 0. ..

Pacific Sunset 0. .

President .- 0. 0. ...

Princess of Hanover 0.0. .

Queen of Hanover .0. 0. .

Rajah .
Silver King 0..0. 0. ...

Silver Queen 0. ••• 0.- .

Silver Sweet .c _ m .. mX

Thrush ...
White Jade 0. ...
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Good in
Greenhouse

x
x
x
x
(mildew)

. (impossible)
x (dormant, winter)
x
x

(mildew)
x'
x
x

x (dormant, winter)
x
x

x
x
x
x
x
x
x
x
x
x
x
x
x
x
x
x
x
x
x
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Also from !'Illl' WlIlIlIll1 Pann 13,,'1111/;'11:
"When this 131'1l11 dl WllHOlWll1l:tcd si.x
years ago, (Jilt) of til': til'Htthll1}:lsoUI' t'!,IU"
tel' members wcrc tuld WllSthllt it WllSdif·
ficult, almost impussible, I'll misc rex be-
gonias in Ihe housc Ill'ound Phillldc:lphia.
California had supcrb rex bCJolonias; ill
New England, line rc:xcs could be raised;
but s0l1ll'whel'c throLlgh the center of Con·
necticut ran an Cllst-west' line, south of
which good rex begonills could not be
counted on. With all the begonias which
we had admired and the still larger num-
ber we didn't know by sight or name,
we ignored the rex; and to this day, we
raise very few. If this pooling of experi-
ence tells us which rex are reasonably
tough and which of the newer hybrids are
less demanding, many more members will
be encol1l'aged to try growing one of the
most handsome hOllllse plants."

Begonias in Germany
(Contirllled from Page 3)

I visited several public gardens where
many different plants and flowers were
beautifully displayed. In Zurich, several
acres were devoted to a summer-long flow-
er and garden show, located on two sides
of a lake, with an aerial tram connecting
the two areas. It was a garden in Paradise.

"Planten und Blumen" in Hamburg
was a flower lover's dream, with flowers
grown in a lovely setting of winding
paths, lawns, trees, and water features.

The "Palmengarten" in Frankfurt was
a gem, not so large but very choice, with
plants cared for to perfection. In the
large palmhouse, Rex begonias were used
as a ground cover. These were in pots
sunk into the soil. About six or eight
kinds were used. Visualize the beauty
under the palm growth of a dozen or
more identical Rexes, each with ten to
twenty fine, brightly colored leaves. Then
a turn in the path opened a view of an-
other group with a different leaf pattern
and color.

The main conservatory was composed
of eight separate glasshouses, all opening
from the central entrance house, and each

INTERNATIONAL
FLOWER SHOW
IN NEW YORK

"F/nwcrs of the World" will be the
theme of the forty-third International
(llower Show scheduled for March 'j to
12, 1960, in the New York Coliseum.

Co.sponsored by the Horticultural So-
dety of New York, Inc. and the New
York Florists' Club, Inc., the show will
feature all branches of horticulture and
floriculture.

Branches and individual members may
obtain Schedule of Entry Blanks and pro-
motional materials without charge upon
recluest to the International Flower Show,
Inc., Essex House, 157 West 58th Street,
Suite 212, New York 19, New York.

ARAGRO FISH CONCENTRATE
ESPECIALLY GOOD ON

SHADE PLANTS
NO BURNING OR ODOR

Recommended and Sold
by

JENSEN'S GARDENS
9SI5 E. FLOWER AVENUE

BELLFLOWER, CALIF.
We' feature African Violets and Begonias

of these smaller houses contained a differ-
ent class of plants. There were a fern
room, an orchid room, a cactus room, a
water-plant room, a begonia room, as well
as rooms for many others. All rooms were
filled with beautifully grown plants, with
a wide variety in each class.

In the begonia room there was a fine
collection of plants, most of them labeled
for identification. Among them were:
B: raja, B. crispula, B. acida, B. longi-
barbata, B. goegoensis, B. hispida, B. in-
cana, B. Mexicana, B. hydropetala, B. im-
perialis, B. venosa, B. manicata aureo-
maculata, B. credneri, and B. rhizocaulis.

Having seen all this, is it any wonder
that I returned home inspired to grow
better begonias?

JANUARY, 1%0
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Clayton M. Kelly Seed Fund Flight
No.1-B. Rex hybrids-
Crosses from American and German

rex begonias. Some of the most beautiful
spirals and others have been used to pro-
duce the best plants and you are sure to
be happy· with plants from these seeds.
Seeds were furnished by a friend in Gar-
den Grove, California, who has a green- _
house full of gorgeous rex begonias. 50
cents per pkt.

No.2-B. Fl.hybrid'Jewelite'-
A new strain of bronze leafed double

semperflorens. A hybrid that will pro-
duce 7S per cent doubles, semi-doubles,
and crested types, and all have the char-
acteristic dark foliage and hyl?rid vigor.
Excellent for pots or borders in the shade
garden. Flowers are pink. Seeds germin-
ate readily but require uniform moisture
and warmth. 50 cents per pkt.

No.3-B. pida-
India. Described as having plain green

leaves. 25 cents per pkt.

No.4-B. lon9ifolia-
Herbaceous. From India. 2S cents per

pkt.
No. 5-B .deliciosa syn. B.Bhotan

species-
Medium, bushy, smooth; branches fre-

quently angle off from thick red joints
and if near the soil, will send out roots.
Leaves deeply palmately lobed, dark ol-
ive-green, heavily gray-spotted, red be-
neath. Flowers large, fragrant, soft pink,
usually in two-flowered inflorescences. 25
cents per pkt.

No.6-B. incana-
Stems thick, erect, scurfy, few-branched.

Leaves fleshy, peltate, white scurfy, and
suggestive of felt. Inflorescences arching,
flowers numerous, white, drooping, and
of good size. Plant responds well to
organic soil and fertilizer. 25 cents per
pkt.

No.7-B. dezii-
Spelling is probably incorrect as there

is no reference to a begonia by this name
in any references available to the seed
fund. 25 cents per pkt.
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India begonia seeds require more time
to germinate than other varieties and
plants have been known to appear six
months after seeds have been sown.

No.8-B. sutherlandi-
South Africa. Tuberous. Slender, stems

and branches drooping, green' or purplish
green; leaves lance-shaped, toothed, bright
greeh,_ sometimes red-petioled and red
veined. Flowers yellow to orange. Grace-
ful and suitable for hanging baskets. 25
cents per pkt.

No.9-B. 'PinkParade'-
Beautiful dichroa hybrid by Mrs. W. D.

Nisbet (Conn.) Flowers are salmon pink.
Prime leaves are heavily silver spotted.
2S cents per pkt.

No. 10-B. Coral rubra-
Tall cane type with silver spotted leaves

and large clusters of coral-red flowers. 2S
cents per pkt.

No. ll-B. Tuberosa floribunda
Choice tuberous type produced from

crossing giant double tuberous and multi-
floras. Mixed. 25 cents per pkt.

No. 12-B. Lloydii pendula-
Fl. pI. For pots and hanging baskets.

Showy doubles in a wide range of colors.
2 S cents per pkt.

FREE SEED
From Brazil, seeds identified by col-

lector as B. 'Ricky Minter'. We know
that this is a hybrid; therefore it would
seem unlikely that it would be found
growing in the forests of Brazil. We are
under the impression that it is B. mani-
cata crispa, as this variety is widely grown
there. The above-mentioned seeds were
forwarded to the seed fund by the Post
Office Department, having been recovered
from a plane wreck en route from Brazil.
The letter was badly damaged but we can
not determine damage to seed. Naturally
we can not offer them for sale. No charge
for anyone who wishes to try them.

Many, many fresh gloxinia seeds.
Please send postage if other seeds are

not requested.
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FU.N SPORIS
Athyrlum ~o.rln~lanum "Ic:tum-
Japan. Smllll tLlftCc:dfcl'l1 with pretty,

variegatl'tl fronds, whkh lll'(;'spcllr-shapcd
and pinnate, 1'11est'µmcnl's toot'ht'd, stalks
wine-rl:d, and II band of ~ray down
through tht: frond, Considered rare. 35
cents per pkl'.

Polypodlum meyenlanum--
Bear's Paw Fern. Disl'inctive epiphyte

with thick, pllw-like rhizome covered with
brown hail'. The long, pinnate, glossy
fronds havl: broad barren segments on
the low(:J' part, while the upper third
bears narrow, fertile pinnae with prom-
inent sori on their pearly margins. 25
cents per pkt.

Cyrtomlum falcatum-
Holly Fern. Handsome pinnate fronds

on brown, scaly stalks. The leathery,
shining, dark green leaflets are ovate,
slender-pointed, and very durable under
adverse conditions. 25 cents per pkt.
HETEROSIS SEMPERFLORENS
BEGONIAS

Now is the ideal time to plant seeds of
these hardy and colorful begonias. No
other begonias will give so much color
with the least effort, as will the varieties
we list below. Here in warm, dry Cali-
fornia we have had them growing in our
garden for many months and they are still
beautiful and bloom in great profusion.

B. Tausendschon red-
Dwarf. Clear red color and compact

growth. One of the best for outdoor bed-
ding. 25 cents per pkt.

B. Tausendschon pink-
Bright pink with a profusion of blooms

over a long period of time. 25 cents per
pkt.

B. 'Lucifer'-
Brilliant scarlet flowers with deep

bronze foliage. 25 cents per pkt.
B. 'Organdy' mixture-
Shades of red, pink, and white. This

outstanding begonia blend has been grant-
ed honorable mention and was given spe-
cial award by the American Begonia So-
ciety. 25 cents per pkt.

B. 'Sleeping Beauty'-
Dwarf with many pink flowers. 25

cents per pkt.

B. 'Matador'--
Formerly known as B. HH03- Benary.

Gl'ccn leavl:d, red /Iowercd, Received
highest award at this year's fntcrnational
Hllrticultural Exhibition at Dortmund,
(;cl'lnany. 25 cents pl:r pk!.

B. 'Andy'-
FI. hybrid. Extra dwarf, uniform, six

inches. Luminous pink. 2'; cents per pkt.
B. 'Pandy'-
FI. hybrid. Companion tll above. Lum-

inous red. 25 cents per pkt.
GREENHOUSE PLANTS

Aechmea tillandsiodes-
Bromeliaceae. Colombia. "Red, white,

and blue plant." Red bracts. White fruit
which turns brilliant blue. Plain glossy
green leaves. 25 cents per pkt.

The following Vriesia seeds have been
imported from another country and some
are not known here. Therefore, we can
find no description in reference books we
have on the subject.

V. erythrodactylon-
Found growing in the rain forest of

Brazil. Flattened spikes green in center,
curving out to spreading, cockscomb-like.
Rose-pink: tips. 25 cents per pkt.

V. fenestralis-
Brazil. Compact rosette of broad re-

curved leaves arranged spirally; yellow-
green leaves ornamented by numerous
dark green lines and a network of cross
lines, purplish circles underside. Sulphur
flowers scattered on pale spikes. 25 cents
per pkt.

V. blokii-
No description. 25 cents per pkt.
V. Rubida-
A hybrid. No description. 25 cents

per pkt.
V. neoglutinosa-
No description. 25 cents per pkt.
V. perfectCil-
No description. 25 cents per pkt.
Rechsteineria leucotricha-
Gesneriaceae. Brazilian Edelweiss. The

stout, densely matted, white (later
brown) hairy stems carry one or. two
whorls of three or four large ovate leaves;
densely covered with shimmering, long,
silvery-white hair, with margins entire or
obscurely crenate. Slender, tubular, in-
flated flowers soft coral-pink, orange·red

JANUARY, 1960
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inside the lobes, and sometimes marked
with crimson. 35 cents per pkt.

Peperoma mac:ulosa-
Santo Domingo. Ornamental, fleshy

species with long, pendant, narrow-lance-
olate leaves to seven inches; waxy bluish
gray-green, with silvery-green to ivory
ribs. Petioles prettily spotted red-purple.
Spikes to one foot long. 35 cents per pkt.

Coleus-
Mixed.' All popular colors and color

combinations, mostly fringed leaved.
Choice plant for shade garden or pot
culture. Requires plenty of light but not
hot sun. 25 cents per pkt.

Aristoloc:hia sturdivanti-
Rooster Vine. Flowers more than one

foot across, splashed with velvety crim-
son, with a tail three feet or more in
length. Requires a warm greenhouse and
ample room. 25 cents per pkt.
OTHER GENERA

Zamia-Cyc:adac:eae floridana-
'Coontie'. A dwarf plant with under-

ground tuber-like trunk, sending up many
slender, pinnate, leathery, dark green
leaves to two feet long and somewhat
twisted; segments with margins revolute
and without mid-rib. Beautiful large
seeds. Seeds should be cleaned and cov-
ered with a mix of one part sand, one
part peat, and one part sponge-rock. Re-
move outside covering. Four seeds for
25 cents.

Chamaedora siefritzii-
Graminifolia. New. Mexican decora-

tive palm of tomorrow. Loveliest of the
Chamaedoras. Grows in sun or shade,
and is reported to withstand minimum

temperatures in the twenties. Fairly rapid
grower and nice for indoor planting. Five
seeds for 25 cents.

Clitoria ternatea-
Vine with dark blue double flowers

about two inches long, sometimes streaked
with lighter blue. Soak seeds in warm
water before planting. 25 cents per pkt.

Jac:aranda mhnosaefolia-
A foliage plant of value for its graceful

fern-like leaves. Useful in all stages of
growth and easy to grow from seed. Vi-
olet-blue flowers. 25 cents per pkt.

We will appreciate hearing from any-
one who has seeds of begonia, shade, or
greenhouse plants. The seed fund is in
need of all types of seeds.

MRS. FLORENCE GEE
Seed Fund Administrator
4316 Beryman Avenue
Los Angeles 66, California

Knott's Berry Farm
& Ghost Town

BUENA PARK, CALIF.

(From L.A. take Santa Ana Freeway to Buena
Park, then South 2 mile••)

In Our Nursery at the South End
of the Large Berry Market .•.
FUCHSIAS

BEGONIAS
FERNS

SHADE PLANTS
SUPPLIES

STAY FOR DINNER

Chicken Dinners· Snack Bars - Steak House
12·8:30 p.m. Daily 12-8:30 p.m.
ex. Mo. & Tn. 12-9p.m. ex. Friday

Buxton Check list of Begonias
The Buxton Check List of Begonias is a "must" for hybridizers
to check on previously registered names, and is a valuable refer-
ence book for identification and origin.
Send check or money order for $6.00 (in California add 24 cents
sales tax) to:

MRS. LUCY A. SAULT, Librarian
26938 DAPPLEGRAY LANE

ROLLING HILLS, CALIF.
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From Ertglcmd-

FOG-A MENACE TO
GREENHOUSE PLANTS

By W. WILLETTS, F.R.H.S.

In industrial areas especially, fog can
play a predominant part in the destruc-
tion of many valuable greenhouse plants.
Where dense fog persists for any length
of time, one of the first essentials the
grower must keep in mind is that the
amount of light available to the plants
will be greatly diminished, and steps must
be taken to help the plants through a
critical period.

The chief aim is to reduce to a min-
imum the moisture content at the plant
roots and in the atmosphere, keeping in
mind the fact that, during the absence of
adequate light, plant life naturally slows
down to a mere existence. Only plants
which show signs of distress (flagging)
should receive water.

All ventilators should be closed at the
first sign of fog, cracks under the door
and broken panes should be stuffed V{ith
paper, and the house entered only when
it is absolutely essential.

Some plants are more susceptible· to
the effect of fog fumes than others, the
notable sufferers being Begonia 'Lorraine'
(very susceptible), the Pteris family (Rib-
bon Fern), Salvias, and the chrysanthe-
mum. All plants bearing white blooms
should be suspect, as smuts will quickly
mar the beauty of the blooms.

Where fog does penetrate to the green-
house-and it would require a hermeti-
cally sealed house to keep all the fumes
out-the temperature should be stepped
up by at least five degrees. The little
extra heat will help to drive the fumes
back. An additional measure which can
be taken is to place on the greenhouse
path a saucerful of liquid ammonia. In
houses of large extent, one saucerful to
every 1,000 cubic feet of space will be
required. If fog does get into the house,
the ammonia will attract and absorb the
fumes, and the danger will become prac-
tically negative. Re-fill each saucer each
day the fog persists, to replace the am-
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monia lost through evaporation. Users
will find that this is quite considerable.

Immediately the fog has dispersed,
open the ventilators to give the plants a
much needed tonic of fresh air. Continue
the normal practice of watering, and hose
down the interior of the house to remove
the sooty deposits left by the fog. When
carrying out the latter operation, discon-
nect all spouts leading to internal water
tanks to prevent them from being con-
taminated.

PHILODENDROIDES
HYBRIDS

By ED SHERER

Some time ago, I visited a plant col-
lector who had brought a lot of philo-
dendrons out of Mexico. I spotted a
plant in his greenhouse and asked him
what it was. He said he thought it was
a begonia, and it had come along in some
soil around some philodendrons, but he
did not k~ow from just what part of the
country.

I talked him out of a start and took
it to Rudy Ziesenhenne. We split it. He
grew his part on and sent the plant to
the Missouri Botanic Gardens for iden-
tification. They informed him that it
was an unknown, unnamed species. Be-
cause of its philodendron-like foliage, we
named it Begonia philodendroides, and
Rudy wrote it up for THE BEGONIAN.

This was an odd plant, being dormant
about six months out of the year. But
the heavy, shiny foliage attracted me. So
after many attempts, I had it set a seed
pod-using pollen from another Mexican
species, B. mazae. I grew many seedlings,
but most had the long dormancy, so I
discarded them and kept the six that grew
along. They grew very well, both out-
doors .and indoors. .

One day I put some rooted cuttings un-
der my artificial lights to hurry them
along; and they did so well, and made
such beautiful plants, that I tried them
all under the lights. Three of them do
exceptionally well. I have given only a
few to friends here, and want to send
some East to be tried when the weather
warms up in the spring.
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Rexes I Have
(Continued from Page 5)

er, robust and gorgeous, which is easily
propagated.

'Curly Stardust' can have so many
shades of purple, dusky rose, and green,
it creates a tapestry pattern. A strong
grower, it, too, propagates easily.

'Fire Flush' is prone to be tempera-
mental. It requires some sun and lots of
bright light to keep it from becoming
leggy, and needs rich nourishment and
always plenty of water. From infancy this
Rex should have soil constantly damp. It
is an exceptionally heavy feeder and is
easily propagated.

Fluorescent Tubes
(Continued from Page 8)

der and are no more dangerous to have
around than any other glass. Broken glass
of any kind is to be avoided. These tubes
are not easily broken because they are
strong, due to their shape.

Factories, markets, and large buildings
use many of these tubes and usually throw
them away. They may also be purchased
in good amounts from fluorescent tube
dealers. Make inquiries and build a
sheltered garden.

From the SAN DIEGUITO CITIZEN,
by permission.

Babysitting
(Continued from Page 4)

July is the time of year for cuttings.
The begonias are outdoors under the
trees, loving the air and rain and sun-
shine through the leaves, and I am get-
ting ready for the winter in Tenbyten.
Cuttings are being taken, and they are
just put in a pot which may be handy and
which I put in just ordinary compost. I
know this is contrary to all good advice,
but for me-well, they seem to like it
and grow. I put the pots in flats filled
with peat moss and keep them elevated
on three-inch pots to keep out the slugs

(if possible), and then put the flats under
the trees. The old plants, unless they are
specimens, are disposed of, for I have
found that the young plants are much
more satisfactory and give much more
bloom. Sometimes it is heart-breaking to
give up the old plants, but youth is always
with us.

Grooming plants is usually a chore, but
young plants require less work to keep
them in a beautiful condition. Being
young, the leaves do not want to drop,
nor do they discolor as much as old
leaves. And the plants can be shaped as
wanted with nice shapely stems, usually
with a beautiful color, and not brown
and dried-looking as on the old plants.
This advantage is especially true of the
canes and Rexes. I do not keep a Rex
longer than two years unless I am will-
ing to groom it and nurse it to become a
huge plant for exhibition. Then I have
found that a young plant, nursed and well
fed, will give more beautiful foliage.
Sometimes when I want an exceptionally
fine Rex, I will plant two babies in the
same pot, and by watching the way the
leaves grow from the stems, a well round-
ed plant can be grown.

Often I wonder what Tenbyten, with
its lovely A.B.S. sign over the door,
would say if it could speak. I always hear
pleasure when I go in the door and see
all the beauty of the begonias and watch
the babies grow. I experience a special
thrill to see the new varieties coming
along in the little pots.

Tenbyten is such a wonderful baby
sitter.

Grows Beller Planls in Soil, Sand or Waler
Preferred by millions of users for over 20 years.
Simply dissolve and water your house plants, gar·
den flowers, vegetables, shrubs and lawn. Clean!
Odorless! Feeds Instantly. If .dealer can't supply,
send $1 for 10-oz. can, postpaid. Makes 60 gallons.

.li'.j.NhWli1ijt.Bi"9IUM"d',i"

SPOONIT
FLOWER FOOD

Send Post Card for Information and Sample

PLANTSMITH
Box 818 Palo Alto 2, Calif.
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·BEGONIA' BLOOM
IN CANADA

By OSC;AR S, GRllIlN

On the western l'miries of Alberta,
where [ live, the temperature varies from
100° above zero in summer, to 40° below
zero in winter, and growing begonias
under these conditions retluires consider-
able can:,

Sempedlorens begonia varieties which
are bedded out successfully elsewhere can
not be used for that purpose, but must be
grown as pot plants, I grow the tuberous
kinds in pots, and put them outside in the
summer in a lath·house where they receive
full sun until ten o'clock in the morning.
The pots arc lifted in the fall at the end
of September and brought inside to ripen
off for the next year's growth.

I have grown nearly two hundred var-
ieties of begonias, both species and hy-
brids, and at present have about seventy-
five kinds, I purchase most of my seeds
from the Society's Seed Fund.

The most popular winter-flowering be-
gonia here is 'Lady Mac'. 'Sunderbruchi'
would be popular, except that it attains
too great a size for a house plant. Most
of the older rex varieties do well as house
plants. One of my favorites is B. 'Iron
Cross', and I predict that once it becomes
better known, it will be highly popular.
All the B. Boweri hybrids do well as house
plants for a short period of about two
months, then they start to get long and
leggy from lack of enough direct sun.

When you consider the length of life,
the variety of flower and leaf forms, and
the various sizes of begonias, there is a
surprising lack of knowledge here about
these useful and decorative plants. Very
few plants can make as brilliant a display
as a lath-house full of tuberous begonias
in summer .

......... ..,
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MEET THE AUTHORS
THJl BEGON/ANstrives constiUltly to in·

terest readers from every locale and to
present articles that reflect a variety of
experiences, ideas, and cond itions.

In accordance with this policy, contrib·
utors to this issue represent growers from
a wide area.

Esther J. Ewoldsen, DOl'Othy S. Behr-
ends, and Ed Sherer are writers in Calif.

Elsa Fort in New Jersey, Virginia 1.
Withee in Rhode Island, Edna M. Stew-
art in Pennsylvania, and T. MacDougall
in New York represent the eastern part
of the country.
More distant points of view are offered

by Oscar S. Green of Alberta, Canada,
and W. Willetts of England.

BEGONIAS, FUCHSIAS & A COMPLETE
SELECTION OF ALL PLANTS

FOR THE SHELTERED GARDEN

RAINBOW NURSERY
1635 W. Florence Ave.

PLeasant 3-6121 Los Angeles 44, Calif.

NEW CROP
Rex Begonia Hybrid Seed

$1.00 per packet

RUDOLF ZIESENHENNE
1130 N. Milpas St.. Santa Barbara, Calif.

ILLUSTRATED CATALOG 25c
listing 200 varieties of Begonias, 350

Geraniums, 300 odd plants plus Herbs and
Perennials.

Price List Free on Request
MERRY GARDENS, Camden, Maine

BEGONIAS, GERANIUMS, EXOTICS
NEW catalogue with COlOT,25c

LOGEE'S GREENHOUSES
(Est. 1892)

Danielson, Connecticut
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THE PRESIDENT"S LETTER
Bits and Pieces

Two beautiful begonias with odd names
.. Hazel's Front Porch ... in Ventura
. . Ora Wilson's Back Yard . . . in San

Diego . . . both colorful rubras . . . The
best fertilizer for any plant ... T.L.e.
(tender loving care) Now a combined
School of Judging begonia and fuch-
sia fans learning together under A.B.S.
VP Edna Korts ... The Exotica arrived
· .. waited a year for it ... it's wonder-
ful ... get one ... write Lucy Sault.. .
our Librarian . . . excellent introduction
by our own Bernice Brilmayer ... Just
heard two things that are bad on the
heart . . . running upstairs . . . running
people down.

Articles by Dorothy Behrends are won-
derful . . . slanted to the beginner . . .
and who isn't? ... and now a new Be-
gonia book . . . for the beginner . . .
look for it later this year peeked at
the MS ... fills a big need it's TOPS
· .. Doubleday will publish author,
A.B.S. Eastern Editor, Bernice Brilmayer
· .. A breath-taking visit ... to the Mad-
dox Garden ... in Riverside, California
· .. all show plants ... and to the Alex-
ander's in Redondo Beach . . . a garden
that is part of the home ... exquisite .. .
lively ... see it ... Heard Mr. Terrell
report A.B.S. Board doings to his Branch
· .. masterful job ... He's off to Mexico
again ... He traveled over 800 miles ...
to attend last National Board meeting!

Are you growing begonias under fluor-
escent lights . . . fun to experiment . . .
not new . . . Saw tuberous begonias . . .
orchids. . . vandas . . . cymbidiums . . .
· . . cattleyas . . . ca1ceolarias . . . schi·
zanthus . . . in May ... all in full bloom
· . . at Chelsea Flower Show . . . grown
under lights ... See where N.Y. TIMES
tells about begonias ... last October .
and names our Membership Chairman .
good response . . . Looking at two Ricky
Minters ... one crisped and frilled leaf
margin . . . the other very plain . . . no
frills ... Haven't got too many ... but

"just heard . . . best place to put your
troubles . . . is in your pocket . . . the one
with the hole in it ...

Begonia leaves alternate ... most vines
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twist ... counter-clock-wise ... reverse
them . . . they will insist on going the
other way ... why? ... A polyp odium
knightii . . . growing in tiny wire basket

. fronds hanging six feet ... a prize-
winning beauty ... grown by Art Strand-
berg . . . of Inglewood, California . . .
Sylvia Leatherman ... with loss of words
... to express herself ... great reception
... given her by our Eastern Branches ...
and members ... and her glowing reports
of them and their begonias Don't
forget give 'em T.L.e. they'll
respond . . . everything else does . . .
HAPPY NEW YEAR!

CLARENCE HALL
President

SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA
ALL SHADE PLANT
JUDGING CLASS

The California National Fuchsia So-
ciety and the American Begonia Society
will co-sponsor an All Shade Plant Judg-
ing Class to be known by the above title.

A Committee with members from both
organizations has been appointed and
plans are being considered for a centrally
located meeting place.

Lectures will be given on judging fu-
chsias, begonias, ferns and many other
shade plants. .

Anyone may attend these lectures and
receive a mimeographed copy of the lec-
ture upon payment of the set fee. Any-
one wishing to become an accredited
Shade Plant Judge must attend all lec-
tures and pass a test on these lectures.
Those wishing to specialize in certain
types of plants will receive limited cards
stating -their qualifications after passing a
test on their chosen types of plants.

We are desirous of having a list of
those wishing to attend, so please send
your registration, including name and ad-
dress, to one of the following chairmen.
You will be notified of time and place of
lectures.

Send your registration immediately as
the first lecture will be in January.

CHAIRMEN:
Mr. A. R. Joyce-California National

Fuchsia Society.
Mrs. Edna L. Korts-American Be-

gonia Society.
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Leaves From Our Begonia Branches
ELSA FORT

Several members of our Branch attend-
ed a meeting of the Area Branches in the
rooms of the Pennsylvania Horticultural
Society to meet Mrs. Sylvia Leatherman,
Research Director for the American Be-
gonia Society.

Mrs. Leatherman told about some of
the difficulties encountered by begonia
growers in California. We found that
each section of the country has its own
problems.

As she told of her trip to Brazil, she
showed slides, including one of B. lux-
urians growing six feet tall by the road-
side, an interesting sight, for the name
luxurians is synonomous with the word
trouble for most of us.

Mrs. Allen showed good slides pictur-
ing begonia flower parts. Mrs. Marian
Buck was hostess when Miss Lola Price
gave a report of this meeting. Mrs. Mar-
ion Thompson conducted a written quiz
on begonia terminology.

Happy New Year!

EL MONTE COMMUNITY
Officers elected for 1960 are as follows:

Mrs. Daisy 1. Morrow, president; Jimmie
McElroy, vice-president; Miss Lenore
Schroeder, secretary; Mrs. Etta Jess Berk,
treasurer; and Mrs. Gladys Mattucket, na-
tional representative.

GLENDALE
New officers for the coming year were

elected as follows: Mrs. Roy Joyce, presi-
dent; Mrs. Thomas Cooper, vice-presi-
dent; Mrs. Ray Anderson, recording sec-
retary; Mrs. Lue Walters, corresponding
secretary; Frank Sobas, treasurer; Alan
Radcliffe, national director; Mrs. Frances
Cooley, membership representative:

INGLEWOOD
At the November meeting, Frank Rich,

well known commercial artist and photog-
ra.e..her, showed slides taken on his trip
last summer into the Mexican jungle.
The pictures were unusual-not only be-
cause of their great beauty, but because

such trips are seldom taken during the
summer as the winter months are much
more comfortable for the traveler. Or-
chids, bromeliads, begonias, philoden-
drons, and many unknown plants were
shown.

We were interested in listening to the
many adventures encountered by Mr. Rich
on this trip. From the comments in the
audience, it was easy to tell who were ad-
venturous in spirit and were stay-at-homes.

Pictures taken on his most recent trip in
October will be shown at a later date.

LOUISIANA CAPITAL
Officers for 1960 are: Mrs. E. Watts,

president; Mrs. J. B. McCullough, vice-
president; and Mrs. Leslie C. White, sec-
retary -treasurer.

ORANGE COUNTY
Meetings of this Branch will continue

to be something of a family affair follow-
ing the recent election of officers, who
assumed their duties in December.

Mel Westerdahl is president, with Mrs.
Westerdahl the secretary, succeeding Mr.
and Mrs. Don Horton, who held these
offices last year. Other new officers include
Mrs. Horace Woods, vice-president; Mrs.
Mabel Ragel, treasurer; and Don Horton,
national representative.

PHILOBEGONIA
The November meeting was held at the

home of Mrs. William Bailey, outgoing
president.

A letter was read from the Entomologi-
cal Department of Rutgers University,
New Brunswick, N.J., stating that nema-
todes of the genus Meloidogyne and Heli-
cotylanchus were found in soil and plant
specimens submitted to them from plants
brought to our October meeting.· They
suggest the use of VC-13 as a possible
killer of these nematodes, bus advise burn-
ing the infected plants and disposing of
the earth in the garbage. Earth from the
pots should not be thrown in the garden
where nematodes may live, as they have a
very persistent hold on life .. All pots
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should be sterilized.

SAN FRANCISCO

Mrs. Alice Black, president of the Af-
rican Violet Society, and a panel of two
other members gave us a wonderful talk
on African violet culture at our regular
November meeting. These three ladies
each explained her own pet method of
taking care of these loveley plants and an-
swered numerous questions.

Timely tips on begonias were given by
members of our Branch. Hyacinth Smith
discussed tuberous begonias, Ann Meyer
talked about rex begonias, and Jean Thom-
as spoke on fibrous begonias.

Officers for 1960 were elected at this
meeting and installed at our installation
banquet Wednesday evening, November
18. Officiating for the ensuing year are:
Orris Ray Martin, president; Isadore
Charles Gold, president-elect; Elaine Jor-
dan, secretary; and Allen Sweet, treasurer.

SEATTLE

Branch officers elected for 1960 are:
Mrs. Jack Williams, president; John Mc-
Cone, president-elect; Mrs. Carl Starks,
secretary-treasurer; Cyrus Johnson, natio-
nal representative; Herbert Warrick, past-
president-director; and Mrs. Edythe Gad-
zuk, director.

SOUTHERN ALAMEDA COUNTY

A bountiful table was set at the pot-
luck dinner at our November meeting,
with many members and guests present.

"Taproots to the Living Waters" was
the title of an interesting film shown by

BEAUCARNEA RECURYATA
Elephants Foot, Palm

An unusual palm for container growing.
Noted for the large bulbous stem base and
long graceful curving leaves.
We have a small supply of good plants with
a bulb diameter of 3 to 4 inches. Ready to
display as specimens.

While they last ..•. $3.00 each
Postpaid anywhere in U.S.A.

GOLDEN BIRD TROPICALS
Route I, Richfield Road, Yorba Linda, Calif.

Arthur C. Ames, who also answered many
questions.

A plant table was conducted by Peter
Borree.

During 1960 our officers will be: H. J.
Bolyard, president; William Simon, vice-
president; Mrs. J. F. Slutter, treasurer;
Mrs. Ava Hocker, recording secretary;
Mrs. Chester Bartlow, corresponding secre-
tary; and E. LKappler, national director.

WEST VALLEY

The December meeting marked the sec-
ond anniversary of the West Valley
Branch. Members and their families cel-
ebrated by having a Christmas dinner of
turkey and all the trimmings. Gifts were
exchanged by drawing numbers.

Clarence Hall, national president, in-
stalled these newly elected officers: Ralph
Susmark, president; Mrs. Fay Storm, vice-
president; Joe Tanatka, secretary; Mrs.
Rose Marie Susmark, national representa-
tive, first half of year; and Mrs. Manuel
Correia, national representative, second
half of year.

WILLIAM PENN

Recently elected officers are as follows:
Mrs. Ernest C. Drew, president; Mrs.
Robert H. Bolling, vice-president; Mrs.
H. Rowland Timms, secretary-treasurer.

CALENDAR
Jan. 7-Westchester Branch. Sylvia Leath-

erman, Research Director of A.B.S.,
will speak and show slides of begonias
and ferns seen on her recent tour of
the eastern United States.

Jan. 12-West Valley Branch. Sylvia
Leatherman will be guest speaker. Her
topic will be "Begonia Fun" or "New
Begonia Aspects". She will also supply
the plant table from her nursery. Visi-
tors are always welcome.

Jan. 14----Inglewood Branch. "Landscape
Design for the Shade Garden" will
be the subject of a talk by Phillip
E. Chandler, instructor of landscape
design .

...................~ ~"'¥"""'""'" ~ ~ ~ ..
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Minute •• fi.flonal Board
Novem~.r231 1959

The reMulllr mOllthly meeting of the Na·
tional Bounl,' Amerlcun Begunin Society, was
called to order by President Hall ut 7: 35 p.m.
Novel11bel' 2~, 19'9.

PledHe of 1l1leHhince to the lIag was bl
by MI's. Llldll. Thompson,

Aims und purposes of the society were read
by Vice-PI'e"laen~ KOl'ts.

Minutes of the previous meeting werc read
and uppl'ovc:d with u currection that the balance
on aCCOlint. receivuble (advertising) should
have bct'n shown us ,$93.00, the wrong figure
having heen copied in October minutes.
President l-[ull stated that the convention books
had been ulldltecl, were found to be in order,
and the sllrl,llIs money turned over to the
'J'rl'aSUrel',

Treuslu'er Leoti Fisher gave her report for
Ihe 1l1011th,Repclrt filed for audit.

Membership Seaetary Schlanert read a letter
from the Southern Fanciers Cactus Ass'n" of-
ferinH cuples of their publication for distri-
hution to any of our members that are inter-
('sled, SecI'etlu'Y Schlanert gave his report for
Ihe month showing 38 new and 117 renewing
"'('l11berships with a total income of $391.50
all" expenses of $35.52.

Seed Fund Chairman Mrs. Gee not being
pn:sent, her report was read by the Secretary,
sl",wing $105.55 remitted to the Treasurer.

['list President Slatter not being present his
rl'port wus given by Vice-President Korts:
IJm t ull books and reports on the convention
I'ad heen completed; that Mr. Rudolf
Ziesenhenne had requested the National
Bourd to send as many back numbers of THE
BEGONIAN as possible to the California Ac-
ademy of Science in Golden Gate Park; that
he, (Mr, Ziesenhenne) had supplied them with
hack numbers 1950 through 1959. Mrs. Korts
read a list of the numbers needed to complete
their file, Motion made by Mrs. Korts, sec-
onded by Mrs. Graham, that as many of the
magazines as available be sent to them. Mo-
tion carried.

Vice President Korts reported that she had
visited the San Gabriel Valley Branch this
month and enjoyed a very nice meeting, and
that she had delivered the original copy of
the Buxton Check List to the Arboretum as per
motion made last month. She also reported
that she had ordered a new supply of Begonia
pins, five of which will have a chip diamond
and be priced at $7.00 each.

Business Manager Thieben gave his report
for the month showing November advertising
of $75.50; received and paid to the Treasurer
$62.30.

Public Relations Director Mrs. Arbuckle
stated that she had not yet received all of the
necessary information from the proposed Knick-
erbocker Branch and could not complete the
necessary papers; that she had received a mem-
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be1'8hlp roster from the WeNtchoater HI'unch
lind will ol'der theil' Chartel' IHlll,nred. Mrs,
Arbuckle also stutt'd that sla: now hud 19
numes of glu'dens to list with the Livin,l( Gar.
dens Mugllzine, Motion mude hy Mr, Schlunel't,
seconded by Miss Fishel', thut the list of 19 be
suhmitted and if additional Ilarnes lire received
latcI' they can be added, Motion carried,

Research Director Mrs. Lcnthermlln }lave a
report on her recent eastel'l1 visit. She visitc:d
the E1sll Fort and Philobe}lollia Branches in
New Jersey, the Margaret Gl'lIenbaum lind
William Penn Branches in Pennsylvania, and
found all of them very interested in their
A. B, S. work. These four branches are plan-
ning a joint show in Septembcr of 1%0, lo-
cation to be announced later. Mrs. Leatherman
suggested that if any A. B. S. members plan a
trip east next year she though it would be well
worth their while to try and arrange to visit
this show.

National Librarian Mrs. Sault gave her re-
port for the month and stated that the new
issue of Exotica will soon be available.

Branches reporting: EI Monte, Glendale,
Inglewood, Long Beach Parent, Pasadena, Re-
dondo Beach, San Gabriel Valley, Ventura,
Westchester, and Whittier.

As Chairman of the Judging Class, Mrs.
Korts reported that she had attended a meet-
ing of the California National Fuchsia Society
and explained to them the suggested arrange-
ment for a joint judging class; that they ap-
proved of the idea and appointed a committee
to work with the A. B. S. to form such a
class. President Hall requested Mrs. Korts to
select a committee of A, B. S. members to
work with her.

At the request of President Hall, Mrs. Korts
recommended that the Herbarium Specimens
sent to the A. B. S. by Vice-President Alvord
be donated to the U.C.L.A. Begonia Library.

There being no further business the meeting
was adjourned at 9:45 p.m.

Respectfully submitted
IRMA JANE BROWN
Secretary

Begonia

Farm

4024 Pacific Coast Hi-way, Walteria, Calif.

TUBEROUS BEGONIAS
COMPLETE SELECTION OF BEGONIAS

AND SHADE PLANTS

FUCHSIAS - CAMELLIAS - FERNS
OPEN DAILY - CLOSED MONDAY

Complete Nursery & Garden Supply Shop
1% Miles E. 0/ Redondo Beach

Hi-Way 101
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Branch Meeting Dates . • •
VISITORS ALWAYS WELCOME AT THESE MEETINGS

B'RITISH BRANCH

F. J. Bedson, Secy., Kent, England

BUXTON, BESSIE RAYMOND BRANCH

3rd Saturday, Homes of Members
Mrs. D. L. Comiskey, Secy.

Valley Farm. Dover, Mass.

DALLAS COUNTY, TEXAS BRANCH

1st Thursday, 7:00 p.m., Members' Residences
Mrs. Ruth Cook, 923 S. Edgefield, Dallas 8, Texas

EAST 8AY BRANCH

2nd Thursd.ay, 7:45 p.m., Willard School
Telegraph at Ward, 8erkeley, California
Mrs. Jane Scalzo, Seey.

. 1126 Keeler Ave., 8erkeley 8, Calif.

EL MONTE .COMMUNITY BRANCH

3rd Friday, Members' Homes
Miss Lenore Schroeder, Secy.
1828 So. 7th St., Alhambra, Calif.

FOOTHILL BRANCH

3rd Thursday, 8:00 p.m.
La Verne Community Bldg.
2039 Third St., La Verne
Mrs. C. W. Hall, Cor. Secy.
358 E. Arrow Hwy., Upland, Calif.

FORT, ELSA BRANCH

1st Saturday, 1:30 p.m.
Miss Lola Price, Secy.
628 Beech Ave:, Laurel Springs, N.J.

GLENDALE BRANCH
4th Wednesday, 8:00 p.m.
Tuesday Afternoon Club, 400 N. Central
Mabel Anderson
5226 Strohm Ave., North Hollywood

GRAY, EVA KENWORTHY BRANCH

3rd Monday, 7:30 p.m.
Community House, La Jolla
Mrs., Charles Calloway,
1311 Torrey Pines Rd., La Jolla, Calif.

.GRAY'S HARBOR BRANCH
2nd Monday, 8:00 p.m.
Hoquiam Public Library or
Messingale and Rosenear Music Store
Aberdeen, Washington
Mrs. Jessie 8. Hoyt, Secy.
1013 Harding Road, Aberdeen, Wash.

GRUEN.BAlIM, MARGARET BRANCH

4th Tuesday 10:30 a.m. Homes of Members
Mrs. Adolph Belser Cor. Secy.
Welsh and Veree Rd., Philadelphia, Pa.

HOLLYWOOD BRANCH

3rd Wednesday, 7:30 p.m.
Plummer Park, 7377 Santa Monica 8lvd.
Mrs. J. C. Jenks
6807 DeLong pre Ave., Los Angeles 28, Calif.

HOUSTON, TEXAS 8RANCH

2nd Friday, 10:00 a.m.
Mrs. W. I. Como, Secy.
Box 220 E. RR No.1, Dickinson, Texas
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HUM80LDT COUNTY BRANCH

2nd MondaYi B:oo p.m.
Los Amigos Club, Loleta, Calif.
Miss Margaret Smith, Secy.
P.O Box 635, Ferndale, Calif.

INGLEWOOD BRANCH

2~d Thursday, 7:45 p.m., Inglewood Women's Club
325 'North Hillcrest, Inglewood, Calif.
Mirna A. Rich, Secy.
2022 W. 84th Place, Los Angeles 47, Calif.

LONE STAR BRANCH

3rd Monday, Members' Homes
Mrs. George Wilkins, Secy.
2621 N. Fitzhugh Ave., Dallas 4, Texas

LONG BEACH PARENT CHAPTER

1st Tuesday, 7:30 p.m., Linden Hall
208 Linden Ave., Long Beach, Calif.
Mrs. Florence Haag, Secy.
1025 Temple Ave., Long Beach, Calif.

LOUSIANA CAPITAL BRANCH
1st Friday, Homes of Members
Mrs. Leslie C. White, Secy. .
3013 Addison St., Baton Rouge, La.

MIAMI, FLORIDA BRANCH

4th Tuesday, 8:00 p.m.,
Simpson Memori,al Garden Center
Mrs. Ray Rosengren. Secy.
5530 N.W. 21 Ave., Miami, Fla.

MISSOURI BRANCH

3rd Tuesday, 1 p.m.
World War Memorial Bldg., Linwood and Paseo
Kansas City, Mo.
Mrs. Hattie Taylor, Secy.
P.O. 80x 25, Raytown, Mo.

ORANGE COUNTY BRANCH
2nd Thursday, 7:30 p.m.
Garden Grove Grange Hall, Century and Taft Sts.
Garden Grove, Calif.
Mrs. Mel Westerdahl, Secy.
16422 Heim Ave., Orange, Calif.

PASADENA BRANCH
Meetings on ,Call, Homes of Members
Col. C. M. Gale, Secy.
40 N. San ,Rafael, Pasadena 2, Calif ..

PHILOBEGONIA BRANCH
2nd Friday, Members' Homes
Mrs. Edwin Stiles" Secy.
6737 Harvey Ave., Merchantville, N.J.

REDONDO BEACH AREA BRANCH

4th Friday each Month
2308 Rockefeller, Redondo Beach, Calif.
S. E. Sault, Secy.
26938 Dapplegray Lane, Rolling Hills, Calif.

RHODE ISLAND BRANCH
1st Saturday, Homes of Members
Miss Ruth Harrington, Secy.
372 Lloyd. Ave., Providence, R.1.

RIVERSIDE BRANCH
2nd Wednesday, 7:30 p.m., Shamel Park
3650 Arlington, Riverside, Calif.
Mrs. Ethel Prior, Secy.
4345 5th St., Riverside, Calif.
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ROBINSON, "'~JI"IkANCH
3,01 I ilt:l.y~ I r,mu H.m.. If M,ml,r.
M". I h'tl •iii , In .. 'v,
'II II, M.r; ".1 " L. Mil', C.lII,

SACRAMINTO UANCH
3'."1 l'~'MV,I" ",m., a.rdln Clnt,rmo I n IV Vel" ,.or'lnllll", (.111,
Mrl, M Ihr, 102m 1 Jtl II., ••Olllnlllio ~h,C.llf

SAN DIIClO IRANCH
~Ih Mond'YI ~11'd "r III.rIIlO IIAII
"'trb.~1.~. n vlrllt~
Mr. P YII .nlk Sooy,
~.~\ 16111 t .n g'180 ", C.llf,

SAN IIRANCIICO IRANCH
hI Wldnlld.y, BIOOp.m.
~PI'lt Lodll, Ibb lnouno Hondn "Ivd.
Mrl Porrlll' Lu Jordnn SdCY,
?B (hv.nwoo<! Or" Son Frond'r.o, com,

SAN ClAIIUIL VALLIY BRANCH
211d TUlld.y,BIOO p,m.,
LOl Anf:111I Stoic & Counly Arboroluln
601 N, .Ielwln Avo" Arcodl., Call'.
Mrl, AI co Adllrlo, Socy.
911 No. 2nd Avo., Arcndlo, c.III,

SAN MIClUIL 'RANCH
lit W.dnudoy, YOllth C.nt.r, Lemon Grove, C.llf.
Mfl, Hul-l, Brook, Sm:y,
'l1~1 Cdll"'ol Ava" I.nlllOl1C1rovo, (nllf.

SANTA IAR'ARA BRANCH
2nd Thurllln~ 7'30 ",tn,
Cllrl SqlUt clllbl",ule, 1838 Son Andres St.
MMY Wnllonor, Secy,
1611 Olivo St., Snntn Barbaro, Calif.

SEATTL& BRANCH
3rd TU<ldoy, 7:45 p.m.
Moollng locallon. wil-l vory; coil the secretory at
SUn.ot 3·7122.
Mr., Hn,d M, Starks. Secy.
6116 Greenwood Ave., Seattle 3, Wash.

SH&PHERD, THEODOSIA BURR BRANCH
ht Tuesday, 7:30 p.m.
Alice Bortlett, (,H., 902 E. Main, Ventura, Calif.
Mrs. Ted Lemmon, Secy.
P.O. Box 678, Moorpark, Calif.

SMOKY VALLEY BRANCH
3rd ThuTldoy of eoch Month
MrG. Robert NcoGe, Secy.
410 South phillips, Solino, Kansas

IOUTHIItN ALAMIDA COUNT)' IRANCH

~

d Thur,d.y, .,00 PI~'
r~wb~ldl'SChClOI Multf.PurpC'lJ' 11m.
400 Bulord Orl' H,~wlrd, CIIII,
rl, C 1IIIr 8ftrllow, or, hny.
JArdin S1-" Nlwlr, CIIiI.

TALL COliN STATI BRANCH
Mrl, ~dnn Monlon, Secy.
80uI-I, Toylor, Mo.o" C1ly. lowI

TARRANT COUNTY BRANCH

~
1r1 MondnYI. 10:00 a,ln.

oft Hall, "t. Worth, Texol
II. Jome. O. Burdl~~1 Sr., S"cy,

3211 A,le Ave., Fori wol'1h b, T"xol

TIXA. STATE BRANCH
lit Tlieidoy Night in Mc",br.,'.' Home.
Mrl, W. N. Foster. P.O. Dox %4, Groves, 1....1

WISTCH&STER BRANCH
hi Thursdoy, 7:30 p.m. Wr.slchc.tcr WOTT,,:,,'I
nub,
8020 Alverstone St.,
los Angdes, Calif.

WEST VALLEY BRANCH
2nd Tuesday, 7:30 p.m., Orcutt Ployground
Clubhouse
21816 Lanark St., Canoga Park, Calif.
Mrs, J. H. Holley, Secy.
22126 Goult St., Canoga Park, Calif.

WESTERN PENNSYLVANIA BRANCH
2nd Wednesday, 11:00 a,m .. Homes of Members
Mrs. Walter M. Cowles, Secy.
1139 Mellon St., Pittsburgh 6, Pa.

WHITTIER BRANCH
1st Thursday, 7:30 p.m.
Palm Park Community Center. 1643 Floral Drive
Anne L. Rose, Secy.
1255 Ramona Dr., Whittier, Calif.

WILLIAM PENN BRANCH
3rd Tuesday, 2:00 p.m., Homes of Members
Mrs. Ernest Drew, Secy.
635 Moreno Rd., Narbe,th, Pa.

BRANCH SECRETARIES
Notify Editor promptly of changes in this listing.

-_ ---_._-,--.,.-----._-_._----------_._--------
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POSTMA;STER:
Return Postage
Guaranteed
6525 W. 89th St.
Los Angeles 45, Calif.

2 TRULY UNI9UE TOURS-
ESPECIALLY FOR GARDEN CLUB MEMBERS

FEATURING EXCLUSIVE PRIVATE HOMES AND GARDENS
MEXICO- FOR MARDI GRAS (FEBRUARY, 1960)

HAWAII- FOR EASTER (APRIL, 1960)
For Information write: HELEN GOODMAN, 1929 Cerro Gordo St.

Los Angeles 39, California
Phone: NOrmandy 15035

GOLDEN BIRD TROPICALS
Route 1, Richfield Road, Yorba Linda, California

Unusual Plants for Pots
also Begonias and Gesneriads

BEGONIAS, FUCHSIAS, TROPICALS
HOUSE PLANTS

The Best 0/ Everything /01' Your Garden
FIFTH AVE. NURSERY

AND GREENHOUSE
2510 w. MaDchester~ Inglewood. Calif.
DOD & Ron Stanley PLeasant }-0874

..
Free Descriptive List on Request

Mail Order Only

• -
New Originations in Rose Form and Ruffied

TUBEROUS BEGONIAS
Exacting quality in color and form, from
the prize-winning Pacific Strain origi-
nated by Frank Reinelt. The very finest
obtainable!

Choice tub~'rs now being shipped.

Vetterle & Reinelt
Dept. B Capitola, California

1960 COLOR CATALOG NOW AVAILABLE

• • -:; -- -.......- ---.......- 1
~ AMERICAN BEGONIA SOCIETY'S INSIGNIA PIN
~ for Begonia Society Members

~ PRICE IS REDUCED TO $3.00 (DUE TO CUT IN JEWELRY TAX)

~ SEND YOUR ORDER TO: I" '
~ MRS~ EDNA KORTZ ¥ \

3626 REVEREAVENUE ' '
~ LOS ANGELES 39, CALIF.
' .;.-.- - _ - - - .
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