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OUT -OF- THE-ORDINARY
BULBS AND ORCHIDS

OU, 1947-1948 Catalogue Just
Off the Press-Your Copy Awaits You

J. N. GIRIDLIANS'
OAKHURST GARDENS

345 West Colorado Street-Arcadia, California

Get Rex and Tuberous Begonia leaflets at
15c each now from Roy K. Dere.

CALIFORNIA Liquid Fertilizer
A PLANT FOOD OF QUALITY

8-8-4 Promotes Gene,al Growth
2-10-10 (Acid Food) Develops Fruits

and Flowers
Acidate, Corrects Alkalinity

Plant foods so potent that one teaspoonful
in a quart of water feeds your plant for

a month
For sale at all nurseries and garden

supply dealers

*Manufactured by the
California Liquid Fertilizer Co.

34 Pico street, Pasadena 2, Calif.

BEGONIAS and ·FUCHSIAS
NEED NITROHUMUSI

Commercial and hobby growers
are getting better flower and foliage
color, and stronger plant structures
sinCe using' NITROHUMUS in their
potting soil.

The answer is in the milder but
longer lasting organic food, and soil
building humus contained in every
bag of Kellogg"s NITROHUMUS
Fertilizers. '

Use NITROHUMUSfreely in pot-
ting and top feeding. Available at
nurseries and garden supply dealers.
Write for descriptive folder to Dept. IB

KELLOG SUPPLY CO.
2M Sepulveda Blvd. WlImlngton, Cal.

Phone Terminal 4-6479
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BEGONIAS, FERNS, DISH-GARDENS,
FUCHSIAS and allied garden needs

NICOLL SHADE GARD,ENS
Wholesale and Retail

Open Sunday by App. Phone Torrey 1"4500
1035 So. Ardmore Bellflower, California

ORCHIDS
Laelia purpurata-Magnificient species, 3 to 7
flowers 6 to 8 inches; petals white with rose,
lip yellow and purple. "'''"''m""",, ... $6.00 up
Hardy Orchids $1.25 each

(including Tax and Postage)
Minimum 4 Plants - No C. O. D.

READY'S NURSERY
110 E. Lower Azusa Road, EI Monte, California
BUdlong 8-5170 -Closed Tuesdays

MOUNTED
ORCHID PLANTS

READY TO FLOWER
$4.50

fRI [HER ~R[~ID~
632 Sereno Dr., Rosemead, Calif. AT. 4-5511

1 mi. N. of Valley Blvd.on Rosemead

ORCHID MANOR
ANTHURIUM

Should Be in Every tfot House Collection

UNSURPASSED BEAUTY

CARO & GRACE KREBS
1010 FLORAL DRIVE

WHITTIER, CALIFORNIA
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TUBEROUS BEGONIAS
By LAMBERT DAY

Reprinted by Courtesy 0/ the Author and The AmericC[nHorticultural Society

The modern or popula,r forms of our tub-
erous begonias are ,winning new friends where-
ever they are seen. I wonder, as we gaze at
their exquisite forms and colors, if we half
appreciate the amount of work and skill that
has been employed to produce these flowers.
It has taken over eighty years of constant labor
on the part of many hybridists. This means
that several generations have been devoting
their best energy and thought in this develop-
ment. The job is as yet by no means complete
and the hybridist is still silently and patiently
at work, creating new forms, or removing de-
fects from old ones, adding a delicate frag-
rance and changing growth habits to conform to
our modern mode of civilization.

The ancestors of our tuberous begonias
came from South and Central America. They
were found growing at various altitudes be-
tween two and twelve thousand feet. This
means that they are found growing in a tem-
perate zone and require the duplicating of
these cool conditions to be at their best. Mr.
Henderson is credited with introducing the
first tuberous begonia into England, This he
received from Bolivia, and grew it under the
name of B. ;innabarina. By 1864 B. Pearcei, B.
octopetala, B. Veitchii, B. Davisii, and B. rose-
a/olia were in the cultures of the early hybridiz-
ers. Within ten years the first double flower
made its appearance. From within this group
came all of our present color and most of our
present forms.

Hybridists have developed the begonia along
three different lines. First, are those commonly
called, "Lloydii," which were developed for
use in hanging baskets, and are available in
yellow, red, and white, with intermediate
shades.' The flowers may be selected from
singles or doubles, and large or small to suit
the taste of the individual. The second group
are the "Multiflora," which are unexcelled for
profusion of bloom in brilliant color. They are
compact growers, seldom reaching more than
fifteen to eighteen inches in height. With
some varieties the foliage is to be scarcely
seen because of the dense bloom. This form
deserves much more popularity than it has had
in the past in this country. It may' be used as
a bedding plant and will stand more sun th(;n
other types.

In the third grouping are our regular tuber-
ods varieties. These may be had in all varieties
of color except shades of blue, The flowers
have been developed into many pleasing forms

Page 4

among which are "Narcissiflora/' "Cristata"
and "Crispa" in the single flowered types. The
double flowered include "Camellia," "Camel-
lia Picotee," "Frimbriata," and "Rosebud"
types. No garden or conservatory is complete
without at least a few of the latter group.

These plants may be started from the dor-
mant tubers procurable from most seed supply
houses and nurseries during the months from
December to March, at, other times from nurs-
eries as potted specimens. The dormant tubers
should be kept at all times in places where
they will not freeze. Temperatures between 50
and 60 degrees 'Fahrenheit are satisfactory.
When the tubers begin to show pink sprouts
it is time to start them on their first cycle of
growth.

A very, good way is to place them so that
they are just flush with the surface or slightly
buried in moist peat moss, Spacing the tubers
about three inches apart will allow ample room
for root growth. The peat moss should be in
a shallow box or seed flat about two and one-
half to three inches deep. The tubers may then
@e given gentle heat in the greenhouse. For
those that do not have a greenhouse, it is:,acl-
visable to mix sharp sand and oak leaf mold
in equal proportions with the peat moss as
less water will be retained by this mixture.
This will help prevent rotting of the tubers
and young, tender growth. This mixture should
be kept just moist and never allowed to become
soggy. The flat should then be placed where
it will receive pknty of strong filtered sun
light but no direct sun. Night temperatures
should not drop below 50 degrees Fahrenheit.
Warmer temperatures are liable to cause a
more rapid, spindling growth. This is an un-
desirable condition because the plants are more
readily attacked by diseases, and the succulent
growth will not produce as many nor as large
flowers as the plant that is allowed to start
slowly with the resultant compact growth.

When the growth has reached a height of
four to six inches and a good root system has
developed it is time to transplant them. If
placed in small pots, select a pot of the size
that will allow the ball of roots to be within
an inch of the edge. Fill the first quarter of
the pot with good drainage material or sphag-
num moss. The rest of the pot is filled with
a soil mixture suitable for begonias. The tuber
may be covered with soil only up to the first
joint on the stem. Care should be used not to
cover this joint as a new tuber will form at
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TUBEROUS BEGONIA, DOUBLE FRILLED TYPE (FIM~RIATA PLENA)

Courtesy Vetterle & Reinelt and National Horticultural Magazine

this place, and the old one will be destroyed.
The plant mayor may not flower during this
period and a very sickly plant with, a small
tuber may result or total loss of the plant may
follow. From one-half to one inch of space
should be ieft at the top of the pot as a basin
for watering and fertilizing,

Tap the plant out of the pot occasionally
for examination of the root system. When the
roots have reached the edge of the pot, the
plants should be transferred to the next size
larger pot. Do not allow th~ plants to become
pot bound until the greater part of, their
growth period has tJeen reached. The first few
flower buds should be pinched off in order
that the plant may become sturdy. All female
flowers should be removed as soon as they have
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developed enough to be recognized by the
seed pods, visible, just below the petals.

For those that may wish to plant the tuber
directly from the starting flat into the pot in
which they are to mature, some additional sug-
gestions are offered. An eight, ten or twelve
inch pot should be selected depending on the
size of the individual tuber. Use plenty of
drainage material in the bottom of the pot
and then add a couple of inches of potting
soil. A tablespoonful fish meal may then be
sprinkled over this. At least two inches (more
if practical) of soil should now be added be-
fore putting in the tuber. This method has the
advantage of only one operation and little need
of further fertilization during the growing
season. The fish meal is far enough away from
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the root system of the tuber, so that the plant
is forced to send out its roots in search of
food. This results in a well developed root
system that is so essential in producing high
quality flowers, "i

Unless great care and good judgment are
used in watering the plants when put directly
in large pots, their mortality will be high. The
soil should be only kept moist until the plants
are well established, when they may be watered
more freely.

The tubers may also be planted from the flats
directly into beds if proper provision has been
made for drainage and, watering. Most of the
standard tuberous varieties of begonias are one
sided, so to speak, as the flowers ill face in
the direction that the leaves point. This should
be remembered when placing in a permanent
bed so that the flowers may open in the desired
direction. While this is also true of hanging
basket and multiflora varieties, they hilVe nu- '
merous shoots so that the flowers will face in
all directions.

The soil mixture for tuberous begonias
should approximate one-third leaf mold, one-
third well rotted cow manure or compost and
one-sixth of sand and sod or friable loam.
One five-inch pot of bone meal or fish meal
to each wheelbarrow of soil. Charcoal bits are
also beneficial in maintaining a sweet soil.

Provision should be made for protection of
the plants from the direct rays of the sun at
all times, This may be accomplished by a lath,
cloth or greenhouse, or by planting beneath
the shade of large trees and shrubs. As some
sun is needed they will not do well in full
shade. When the plants have become well estab-
lished and hot weather has arrived they will
require an abundance of water and may be
sprinkled overhead. Keep the humidity high
by wetting the area adjacent to the plants.

The plants should be fed so that they will
retain their vigor until the end of the season.
For dry feeding cotton seed meal or ammon-

BEGONIA
FARM

Ca·pitola, (?a.lifornia·

PACIFIC STRAIN

Vetterle and Reinelt

4024 Pacific Coast Hi-Way
WALTERIA, CALIFORNIA

All Types of

BEGONIAS and SHADE PLANTS

Specialty: HYBRID NERINES

THE LARGEST ASSORTMENT
AND FINl~ST NEW J)EVELOPl\U~NTS

H~ miles E. of Redondo Beach, Hiway 101

TUBEROUS BEGONIAS

List~n to Mirandy
Sat •• KECA, 8:45 A.M.

Likwid GRO evenly fertilizes each plant as
you water. Ask your dealer about Likwid

'GRO today.
Price: 1 qt •• 75c: 1 Gal .• $1.75

PESTLESS PRODUCTS CO.
PASADENA 2, CALIFORNIA
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TUBEROUS BEGONIA, DOUBLE CAMELLIA TYPE

Courtesy Vetterle & Reinelt and The National Horticultural Magazine

ium phosphate used at the rate of one-half
teasp00n per eight-inch pot. has proven Satis-
factory. Larger quantities a~~ iri-jurious, doing
more harm than good, This should be sprinkled
evenly around the edge of-'the pot, covered
lightly, and the plant watered, immediately.
Never feed a plant that is dry or not in good
growing condition. Two such feedings per
seaSon should" suffice. Vigoro, Nitro-phoska
and other c;in:m'ei~ia1 fertilizers, when, used
according to directions, may be used if pre-
fered,

With the coming of cool weather in' the
fall the tubers will begin to mature and the
stems and leaves take on a yellowish cast. It is
then time to gradually withhold the water
In localities that are subject to early killing
frosts the tubers may be taken up with, as
much soil as will adhere to the roots, bunched
close together and allowed to ripen inside. The
rops may be cut off within six to eight inches
of the tuber. In either case when the tubers
are fully matured the stems will loosen and
break away from the tubers. The soil should
'be kept slightly moist during this period to
prevent the tubers 'from shriveling. When the
last of the stems have fallen off the tubers
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should be dug up and the dirt washed off the
roots. Leave them in a bright airy place for a
few days until they are thoroughly dried off
and then store in a dry dark place where there
is no danger of freezing. Some growers recom-
mend storing them in leaf mold or peat moss
which is a good suggestion.

Tuberous begonias may also be started. from
seeds and the majority of them are raised from
seed by the begonia specialist. Many amateurs
are growing them successfully but until one
has learned from experience, success is rather
elusive, For those needing lessons in patience it
is highly recommended, but alas! that is an-
other story,

MIAMI BRANCH has had the good fortune
of having Mr. M. O. Kent from Okeechobee,
Fla., as speaker on the subject of CALADIUMS
and Begonias. Mr. Kent has an extensive col-
lection of fancy-leaved Caladiums and is well
fitted to tell much about them and their cul-
ture. Another speaker also greatly enjoyed re-
cently was Mrs. E. Barfield who discussed the
subject of Saintpaulia Violets. There is always
much interest in South African Violets and
it seems to be increasing now everywhere.
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JANUARY SEED FUND NEWS

Dear Armchair Explorers:

Your Begonia seed is almost ready to mail
out. Watch for it about the e'nd ~f this month.
Eqch packet will be nunib'ered and ,you will
find the key to the numbers in your 'February
Begonian, Please not,e: Of some kinds of seeds
there' wasn't enough for all, but you are each
receiving the same number of packets, I suggest
that you plant only half the seeds in each pack-
et, saving back some in case you have an acci-
dent with your first planting; but if all goes
;well and you grow all the plants you wish,
then you can use your surplus seeds to exchange
with other Armchair Explorers. Mrs, Minter
writes that two Armchair Explorer's Corres-
pondence Clubs are sailing, don't neglect to
get in on this new department of our Seed
Fund.

One of our members would like to get in
touch with other Armchair Explorers who
might be interested in exchanging begonia
cuttings, he is Mr. James B. McFarlin, P. O.
Box 35, Florence Villa, Florida. Mr., B, F.
Kemp of Fortuna, Califor'nia, has made a won-
derful contribution to our Seed Fund of bulb-
ils of Begonia Martiana, this is the "holly-
hock" begonia, He writes: "These begonias
volunteer in our lath 'houses every year, they
bloom the first year from these bulbils. We
leave the large tubers in the ground all the
time and they seem to be perfectly hardy in
this climate where the temperature sometimes
gets as low as twenty degrees below zero,"
These bulbs may be had at 25c per small
packet, and the proceeds will be used for pur-
chasing other begonia seeds.

Several members have asked that they be
sent only tuberous begonia seed. Heretofore
I have included a few types of tuberous seed
in the regular Seed Fund, hut this year we
will have a special Tueberous Seed Fund at
$2. At this writing it is difficult to say how
many packets of seed there will be, but my
guess is approximately 15, kinds of tuberous
species and named hybrids,' In the regular
Seed Fund there will be one packet of mixed
tuberous seed only, others will all be of the
fibrous types. If you are wanting tuberous
seed only, then notify your skipper immediately
and your name will be transferred to the Tuber-
ous list.

Note-Anyone having copies of really good
flower magazines, send to your skipper to be
forwarded to Mr, Rolston, Many forwarded by
members recently were in poor- condition-all
good pictures and articles had been cut out-
making them worthless, so send me only recent
and good issues please--a packet of choice seed
will be'sent as payment. Florence Carrell.
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ANOTHER LETTERFROM OUR
NEW ZEALAND A. B. S. MEMBER

Dear Mrs. Carrell:
I received your very welcome and interesting

letter and I am so glad that you and others
have had success with the fern spores I sent
you. You must get much pleasure watching the
results of seed procured from other lands. I
should have written before, but have been
waiting to give a report of the seeds of Be-
gonias, etc. that you have sent me. As our
season for sowing these is nearly opposite to
yours I had to hold them until the beginning
of August to sow them, and I am pleased to
say that I have had splendid results with most
of the varieties, only one or two failed, so I
have a splendid lot of seedlings now pricked
out, In another couple of weeks they will be
ready for potting. I am looking forward to see-
ing these in bloom, which will be about the
middle of March,' It is quite exciting to watch
the progress they make almost daily. Thanks
so much for putting my name on the Armchair
Explorers list for Begonia seed in 1948, will
look forward to these with pleasure. I would
like the name of the country each lot comes
from as I keep a record of each individual
packet and record results.

I received the parcels of newspapers, maga-
zines and catalogues, we were all thrilled with
them, the seed catalogues were especially wel-
come. My wife settled down with them straight-
away. She is fond of shrubs and has a good
variety growing here, many of which are of
American origin. I would be very pleased to re-
ceive any catalogues and magazines frorp. time
to time, They are welcome here and of great
interest to us and our friends. Recently we drove
through Wanganiu and in a book store window
I saw a book "Begonias and How to Grow
Them" by Bessie Raymond Buxton, so I se-
cured it. It is very good. I should like to have
"Begonias" by Helen Krauss sometime.

(Continued on Page 20)
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FERNS

CYRTOMIUM FALCATUM

CYRTOMIUM ROCHFORDIANUM

By Sylvia E. Leathet"man, EI 111;onte,Califomia

The luxuriant beauty of the foliage, the re-
laxing soft shades of greens and the endless
variety of forms is making people more fern
conscious. To obtain ferns just Jor ,the sake of
having the fern and having no knowledge of
its culture is a sad mistake. Before getting a
fern for a particular purpose study the fern
first and learn if it will be happy in the posi-
tion you want it to grow in. Your locality
must be taken into consideration. Along the
cool coast many ferns will take considerable
sun, but inland where there are hot summers
these ferns will not tolerate as much' sun.

As we start with our fern species I think
it will be wise to begin with the easiest var-
ieties of both our natives arid those originating
from other latitudes and gradually build up
to the more difficult kinds; Many of. our so-
called "Exotic Ferns" or termed by many as
"Hot House Species" are very easy to grow if
given a happy growing position.

Cyt"tomium (sirctoh_mi-um) falcatum and
Cyt"tomium Roch/ot"dianum (polypodiaceae)
are the well known Tender Holly Ferns. They
have heavy, glossy, leathery textured leaves
with chaffy stipes-(The bare stalk is the
stipe). The edges of the leaves are serrated,
w.ith sharp prickly points. The fronds rise from
the crown on strong stiff tems. There is only a
slight difference in these two ferns. Cyrtomium
Rochfordianum has leaves a little bit wider, a
v'ariarion of only about one fourth to one half
inch, but the difference on each leaf gives a
bolder appearance. The top tip leaves wing
out slightly. The leaves of the Cyrtomium
Rochfordianum come closer to resembling a
Holly Leaf. Cyrtomium falcutrim has leaves
that are uniform from the bottom to tip of
the stem. - Both are good subjects, for back-
ground or intermediate plantings. They will
attain a height of about four and one half
feet. The fronds are of a medium shade of
green. For cutting purposes they are long last-
ing.

I have found a medium acid soil (pH 6 to
6.5) is ideal for these ferns. Basic fern soil
as given in the November, 1947, Begonian.
These ferns are not demanding as to feedings
or pampering and are very easy to grow. They
will tolerate more dry conditions than the ma-
jority of ferns. Inland they are happy growing
on the north or east side of a building or under
lath. Along the coast they will take more sun
but they are happy growing under the above
conditions. They are not at their best grown
in dense shade. J:hey also make very nice potted

(Continued on Page 20)
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READY FOR ANOTHER ERA
IN BEGONIA CULTURE

Full Cultural Directions with Each Order

IT PAYS to advertise in THE BEGONIAN.

Weare looking forward to the contributions
of, the three Chairmen of the several Begonia
divisions under the direction of the Clayton M.
Kelly Research & Nomenclature Committee.
They will make every endeavor to keep the
members informed about old and new Begonias
and their culture and maintain a standard of
accuracy set forth by the Director of the Com-
mitt~e. .

Mrs. Lillian Ashe is Chairman of the B.
tuberhybrida class which has the showiest flow-
ers of the genus, Living in the San Francisco
area where these subjects may be seen at their
best makes it possible for Mrs, Ashe to tell
us a great deal about the numerous varieties
and their culture.

Miss Charlotte M, Hoak has undertaken to
head the hirsute, cane-stemmed, semperflorens-
cultorum and semi-tuberous begonia classes.
Among these groups are to be found the hun-
dreds of popular house plants i~ America and
about which plant lovers are constantly seek-
ing information.

Mr, Harry 1. Swager, fancier and collector
of B. Rex-cultorum varieties, should have much
to tell us about old and new varieties of this
handsome colored-leaved group. In addition
to this group, he will also keep us informed
about the rhizomatous group which is noted
for its distinctive flowering habit and among
which are some of the most desirable house
plants.-Helen K. Krauss, Director, Clayton M~
Kelly Research & Nomenclature Committee of
The American Begonia Society,

Privilege for Members
Along with The Begonian your magazine

shelf should possess for your pleasure and prof-
it The National Horticultural Magazine, which
is available to all members in good standing
of the A. B. S. for only $2.00 per year instead
of the usual $3.00 Address: Charlotte Elliott,
Sec., 821 Washington Loan & Trust Bldg.,
Washington 4, D. C.

Nota Bene:
The article on page 212 in the November

issue of The Begonian is noted in "Contents:'
as "Krauss Begonia Book Correction." This is
,an error as no corrections have been authoriz~d
by me other than those published in the Sep-
tember and October issues of 1947.

The November correction was made by Mrs.
John G. Clark and refers to her illustrated
article in the September issue in which the
names B. Montalvo and B. Montalvo Gardens
were reversed for the Begonias as published
in my book in July-Helen K. Krauss.

Camellias
Gardenias

TRUE ORCHIDS

LAJ>;LIA ANCEPS-
Vel'y showy orchid
bearing purplish rose
"oloredflowers. 3 to
4 on a stem.
Ea. $5.50 prepaid.

The following choice
orchids, are all ideal
pot plants, for home,
conservatory or patio

Begonias
Fuchsias

1 ACIDINE-Overcomes soil alkalinity and
lo\.vers the pH to a point within the
optimum range of acid loving plants.

2 ACIDINE - Loosens the soil' and
makes plant foods available to the
feeder rootlets.

3 ACIDINE - Kills snails and slugs
on contact and. is non-injurious to
children or pets.

A "MUST"FOR ACID LOVING PLANTS

Aa)oTtJE

Inquiries and I~formation Requests Invited

ACIDINE, 2240 Temple Street, L. A. 26, Calif.

Free Sample to ,Garden Suppliers

CONDITION YOUR SOILS NOW FOR FALL
PLANTING

AVAILABLE AT LEADING
SUPPLY DEALERS

LAELIA AUTUMNALIS-Showy fragrant
flowers of deep purple. A lovely orchid,
easy to grow., Each $5.00 Prepaid.

OJ)ONTOGLOSSUM GRANDE-Borne 3
to 4 on a stem. Individuai flowers about
5 inches across. Yellow, lined and spotted
dark brown. DeeD golden yellow throat.
Each $5.50 Prepaid.

VAN NUYS NURSERY
6133 Ethel Avenue Van Nuys, Calif.
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PRESIDENT/S MONTHL Y MESSAGE
Another year has been added to the cal-

endar of the past and a New Year is be-
ginning. The careful and industrious ,gardener
will have kept a close and accurate account of
the progress or' 'otherwise of gardening ac-
tivities and a careful examination of the re-
sults should serve to obviate a recurrence of
any failure or help to' improve on only fair
or moderate results, Those of you who enjoy
the protection of a lath house will do well
to start house cleaning now. The conditions
under such circumstances are generally pre-
pared and not of natural origin; consequently
it will be necessary to renew the soiL Discard
all but the desirable sub ject~. Isolate any sus-
pected items which may be possible disease
carriers, It may be necessary to do some spray
and 'disinfectant work. Those little seeds which
we hope you received safely at Christmas are
ready to be started. We are hoping for great
results from them. Give them a real chance.
Prepare the starting medium by sterilizing the
soil; You can use a kettle of boiling water
for this purpose or more technically you could
procure some commercial Formalin using 21;2
oz, to 5 gals. of water. This amount will sterC

ilize one square foot of soil 6 inches deep.
You pour the solution on the soil and cover
the soil for 24 hours and then permit to dry
for two weeks in which time you should have
a soil free from any harmful bacteria and safe
to use for starting your seeds. This is the time
to 'start your dormant spraying. This is im-
portant inasmuch as a spread of many fungus
troubles is stopped or at least checked by
using a lime sulfur spray on your deciduous
trees and also spraying your soil with a good
copper spray, If you know of any plants which
have been attacked by nematode, it would be
well to treat the ground with Lawn-a-gen. Are
you a regular attender of your Branch meet-
ings? These subjects and many other instructive
and interesting subjects are discussed for your,
information and assistance in raising better
Begonias and shade loving plants. Remember
also that any problem not brought up at a
particular time may be answered in the litera-
ture contained in your Branch library which
is there for your use. Also your questions and
answers department will gladly assist you in
any problem you may have relative to the grow-
ing of your plants. Plan to attend your meetings
regularly this year and don't come alone but
bring a friend. Do you read your Begonian? If
you do not we are anxious to know why. Have
you any suggestions to make? Have you any
subjects you would like to read about? These
are the things in which we desire your full
cooperation. Write to us and give us the

JANUARY, 1948

pleasure of knowing that you are an active
member in this ever growing organization.
Your response to my requests have been won-
derfuL May I hope for your continued co-
operation and I will have no doubts left but
that, we will make this coming year an out-'
standing one in the, history ot Begonians,

On my recent visit to the Alfred D. Robin-
son Branch, San Diego, I was received with a
very warm welcome by the President, Mrs.
Sally Bancroft. Many of the members were
present from the San Diego Branch. We were
all delighted with the Della Robbia Christmas
wreath demonstrated by Mrs. H. H. Brown.
We spent one morning in the well known and
famous "Rosecroft Gardens."' Mrs, John Hunter'
is re-establishing this lovely garden, and we
should all make a great effort to visit there
in the near future, After saying adieu to our
gracious hostess Mrs. Alice M. Clark, we re-
turned to Los Angeles, with pleasant memories
of our trip to San Diego.-Mary Hazel Drum-
mond.

Roy K. Dere will send your Branch Sta-
tionary upon request.

BULBS
for

SPRING FLOWERS

*
OUTST ,o.NDING RARE DAFFODILS

COLORFUL TULIPS
IRIS, FREESIAS

ANEMONES, RANUNCULUS
LILIES, GLADIOLUS

and many others

Highest Quality and Top Size

Write for Free Bulb Price List

*
PAUL J. HOWARD'S

California Flowerland
11700 National Boulevard

LOS ANGELES 34 CALIFORNIA
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B. DIADEMA, LINDEN
By Alice M. Clark, San Diego, Califomia

B. diadema is well known as a parent in
rex-cultorum, but it is interesting in its own
right and worthwhile to establish its existence
with us today. This summer an intensive
study was made of this species and the group
comprising B. sceptrum, B. aconiti/olia and B.
deliciosa, so it is to be hoped that B. diadema
has been correctly identified. It tallies with the
descriptions given by Chevalier, Fotsch and
Buxton and a leaf coincides with one kindly
sent me by Mr. Ziesenhenne.

The subject of our January sketch was in-
troduced from Borneo by Linden in 188!.
I should apologize for depicting an exception-
ally beautiful begonia with few of its hand-
some leaves. One was removed from the center
to give a clearer view of the flower and stem
formation, while the left branch shows the
less attractive underside of the leaf. In the fall
when the flowers of B. diadema push out be-
tween the 'petioles and the main stem, the
leaves start to crinkle with the cold and soon
fall away, The sketch opposite page 61 in
Mrs, Buxton's last begonia book gives a better
idea of the leaf in its prime..

The underground rhizome of B. diadema,
in the lower right-hand part of the painting,
is much like those above the earth, except' that
it seems woodier. The scars made by the old
stalks are less pronounced and are marked
between by chains of small warts and raised
ridges around the swollen stem bases. The
first internode was too long to show its full
12 inches. Nearer the tip, the interstices are
shorter and the color a bright green, ,with
white flecks. The stem is enlarged and en-
Circled at the lower end by a feverish red
band that later fades to brown. Leaf scars and
rings of putty color are very conspicuous.
There are several main stalks rising from the
ground but branches start at the joints from
reddish stipules, curved and tipped like a
bird's claw.

The leaves are alternate, set at a stiff angle
on one side of the node while the stalk
balances at a similar degree on the other
side. The petiole is strong, light green, with
the usual stitches on the stem and little white
bumps 'at the base. The average for a full-
grown leaf is 3 inches long.

The leaf rounds out and curves gently under,
to best display its beauty. It is fully formed
even when small, as may be seen, and grows
as large as 5 by 9 inches. Five or more main
lobes are cut in about two-thirds from the
tip. The wider side of each finger is notched,
with some minor lobes, and dentated on the
other. Contrary to the usual procedure, the
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top veins are in high relief, beveled to a sharp
edge, even over the white axis. The leaf color
is a bright green, with a silky lustre shaded
with dark flushes from splashes of dull red
around the center and edges of the back. (All
red in the painting reproduced darker than it
should have). To add to the excitement, tiny
silver smoke rings dot the surface between
the veins, sometimes running together to make
larger clusters, but usually quite distinct. The
veins underneath are raised but rounded.

The peduncle ofB. diadema is the same
color, but a little longer, than the petiole. The
inflorescence is ·in two branching sections
with an early flower between' the red-sheathed
buds, as can be seen at the 'top of the picture.
The pale pink floral branches develop such
short, thick joints that they look like plastic
plumbing connections. The male buds, on Y2
inch pedicels have an ivory, toothlike forma-
tion in the center, edged with a wave of pink.
Two large % inch petals open perpendicularly,
like those of B. tenuifolia. They are pink-tinted

,with a ridge down the middle; outside. Two
narrow side petals span an inch across. The
stamen form a cylindrical yellow head, Y3 inch
in diameter, on a pronounced neck. They be-
come loose and shaggy towards the tip.

A female flower in bud is shown just above
the root-stalk. The ovary is green, marked
with touches of red over the two very short
wings, one of which happens to have a pouble
edge, The third wing is long and broad and
rosy red. B. diadema loses its female flowers
before they unfold so I was lucky to find one
in bud. It has 5 even petals.

The leaves of B. aconitifolia are larger than
B. diadema, with more irregular lobes and
wider spaces in between them, and larger
silver splashes. My flowers did not develop but
they looked to be the regular type. B. aconiti-
folia is shown in the second photograph be-
yond page 52 in Mrs. Buxton's book, while
the third is B. aconitifolia, var. Hildegard
Schneider. Mrs. Krauss has identified it as B.
sceptrum. It seems to be the one local fans
have been c~lling diadema erecta. It has sunk-
en veins on the' top of the leaves, giving a
crepy look to the dull surface. The lobes are
separated by angles rather than curves and
one lobe is much longer than the others. The
stalks are straighter than B. diadema, the joints
less noticeable, the peduncles and petioles are
reddish and the pale pink male buds have
but two petals, unless some tiny ones develop
later when the flower is in full bloom. The- -
silver spots on the leaves are more irregular.

(Continued on Page 14)
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B. deliciosa, formerly known as Indian Spot-
red, looks more like B. diadema, but the
leaves have shallower lobes and are more
heavily silvered. The flower clusters are al-
most identical with those of B, tenuifolia. I
find it the hardest of rhe group to grow, There
is a good photograph of B. deliciosa in Mrs.
Krauss' book, just two pages before page 71.
Four pages beyond page 71, B. aconitifolia and
B. sceptrUlll are illustrated side by side. If
you get all these pictures together it may help
to clarify these types.

B. diadema keeps its leaves longer and gen,
erally presents the most distinguished appear-
ance of the group. In "Die Begonien" it is 'said
to be a good house plant. Does anyone have
any eJ'perience with it along those lines?
Despite its portrait, it is a charming begonia
for closer acqu~intance. I shall be happy to
receive additional or contrary information on'
any of the begonias I may discuss. My New
Year's wish is that Begonian readers may ,be
able to order all the plants they want in 1948!

CINERARIAS: While shade loving, demand
some sunshine to produce blooms. Plant them
now.

Give them plenty of leafmold, manure and
some bone and cottonseedmeal.

HAPPY NEW YEAR

* *
1947 brought to the public several mem-

orable introductions, species and hybrids.

We have been pleased with the enthus-
iastic response to our new Begonias.

Freddie has been especially successful.

* *1948 should be the year of Begonias.

The war-neglected collections should be

replenished. We have most of the old,

faithful Begonias, and will, in 1948, in-

troduce more new species and· hybrids.

Watch for our "ad," and write for our

monthly p,ice list.

* *
Rudolph Ziesenhenne

BEGONIA SPECIALIST

1130 N. Milpas St.-Santa 'Barbara, California
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ROUND ROBIN NEWS
By Frances Downing, Calera, Ala.

Let us all hail 1948 and let me wish yO)!
all a Happy New Year! No one knows what
1948 will bring but we can wish everything
fine and wonderful for our friends and neigh-
bors.' And gardeners being the most optimistic
creatures alive, will feel again that this season
will be the best one yet! I am hoping it will
be that to all of you,

Our membership is now at the two thousand
mark, which is gratifying. Some sixty different
subjects are covered by these' correspondence
clubs and some of them have as many as ten
separate groups discussing the same subject.
That means a Director for each group each of
whom is willing to give of personal effort
and time unstintingly and diligently for guid-
ance of each group. Some of them direct more
than one group. To these Directors lowe my
success in maintaining ambition and an ever-
increasing desire for knowledge of our fine
plants and their needs. We need to help others
to make more and better use of beautiful plants
for the home and garden. Nowhere in the
world can you realize the value of this need
morethall through this type of correspondence
club. '

Each club is composed of ten to fifteen
members the majority of which are amateur
gardeners. Some, however, are so expert as
to give poi'nts to the ordinar{commercia1
greenhouse man or woman.

Our Fuchsia Robin needs several new mem-
bers in o;:,derto start flying. The Begonia
Hybridizing Robin has the advantage of hav-
ing two directors, a husband and wife; both
of whom are eager to share their hobby "of
hybridizing of begonias with' other Begoniaites
are awaiting added members to make a start.
The following are others awaiting more mem-
bers: Impatiens No.2, Billbergia No.1, Ad-
vanced African Violet No.1, Amaryllis No.2,
Cyclamen No.1, Rose No.1, Pansies, Violas
and Violets No.1, Garden Photography No.1,
Annual. No.1, Flowering Shrubs No.1, Prim-
roses Nt>. '1, Easter and Calla Lilies No. 1 and
Apartment Dwellers No. 1. It is not too soon
to consider plans for our summer borders.
The Perennial and Annual Robins can help
you to achieve lovelier gardens than ever
before.

With our Seed Fund Skipper working so
valiantly to secure many kinds of begonia
seed for the A. B,' S. members, the coming
season should be one of great and happy ef-
forts for the Seed Sowing Robins. Mrs. Marie
Minter, Route 1, Box 180, Encinitas, Calif.,
conducts the Seed Sowing Robins. Write to
her if you wish to plant seed this spring.
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BRANCH NEWS
Several Branches end their fiscal year at

this ti'me. To these we extend our congratula-
tions for a year's work well done and to the
new officers, our best wishes for success and
high achievements in the year to come. These
have the laws of nature to help them in their
efforts since new strength is born with the
New Year.

SAN GABRIEL VALLEY BRANCH

The following officers are those who will
be doing double duty this year since they
will be responsible for The Annual Convention
of The American Begonia Society at El Monte,
California.

President: Dr. C. H. Lauder, 136 Garfield
Ave" Monrovia; Calif.; Vice President: Dr. R.
E. Smith, 3915 Mt. View Ave., Pasadena 10,
Calif.; Secretary: Mrs. Myrtle Jones, 132 May
Ave., Monrovia, Calif.; Treasurer: Mrs. Jose-
phine Hotz, 123 E. Lime Ave., Monrovia,
Calif.; Director: James L Daley, 1850 S. Earle
St., Rosemead, Calif.; National.Representative:
Robert Humble, 235 E. Forest Ave., Arcadia,
Calif.

This Branch celebrated the eighth Anni-
versary dinner December 10" at which time the
new officers were installed. Mr, Harry Davis of
521 Lower Azusa Road, E1Monte, spoke about
his beloved Camellias, how to raise them, graft
and bring them to successful flowering, Mr.
and Mrs. Davis have a large collection of Ca-
mellia pictures. The program drew many visit-
ors.

The Cymbidium orchid plant sale held by
San Gabriel Branch was,won by Mrs. Sophia
Jones of El Monte and second by Mr. Clar-
ence A. Hall of Ventura, Calif. Thanks are
extended to all participators,

THEODOSIA BURR SHEPHERD BRANCH

The following is a list of the officers for
1948 of the Theodosia Burr Shepherd Branch
of the American Begonia Society:

President-Mrs. Dora Hodgins, R. D. 2,
Box 552, Ojai, California.

Vice President-Mr. George Fitch, 70 S.
Hurst, Ventura, California.

Secretary-Miss Caroline Peyton, 335 A. So.
Evergreen Dr., Ventura, California.

Treasurer-Mr. Gerald Claypool, 104 Forbes
Lane, Ventura, California.

National Director-Mr. Walter Knecht, R.
D. 2, Box 94, Ventura, California.

Directors-Mr. Marion Walker, R. D. 2,
Box 328, Ventura, Calif.; Mr. Harry Meyer,
III Leighton Dr., Ventura, Calif.; Mrs. Clyde
Snodgrass, R. D. 2, Box 54, Ventura, Calif.

Please send names and addresses of your
new officers to the Editor.
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ALFRED D. ROBINSON BRANCH

Officers for 1948 were elected on November
25th at the A. D. Robinson Branch.

President: Mrs. Harlie H, Brown; Vice Pres-
ident: Mrs. L. L. Carringer; Secretary: Mrs.
Louise Gardner; Treasurer: Mrs. R. K. Whit-
ney; Social Chairman:' Mrs. Louis Michael
Horvath; Telephone Chairman: Mrs. Anne
Luce; Publicity: Miss Sally Bancroft; Program
Committee: Mrs. Katherine Hunter, Miss Sally
Bancroft; Directors: Mrs. Alice Clark, Mrs.
Louise Gardner and Mrs, Annibel Barry.

Installation of officers will be January 27,
1948,

Though just before Thanksgiving our No.
vember .meeting. looked and felt like a Christ-
mas party. We were showing Christmas dec-
orations and how to make them. Mrs. Harlie
H. Brown had all the materials with her, show-
ing us how to make a Della Robbia wreath.
As there were far more decorations than whose-
construction could be explained, it was up t6
guests and members to go around the room to
examine them. One arrangement, from Rose-
croft Begonia Gardens, was of the lovely Be-
gonia Orrell. Really this name should be
changed to Christmas Begonia! Its clear green
leaves with silver spots and vivid, bright red
blooms make it an ideal plant for the season.

Our National President, Mrs. Mary Hazel
Drummond, gave us interesting and informa-
tive news of the National group, then shared
much information of her own profession. It
was sheer delight to watch her nimble, dex-
terous fingers fashion corsages. It is our regret
that we are too far away for National Officers
to visit us more often.

The A. D. Robinson Branch is grateful to
retiring officers and welcome their new ones-
and look forward to an interesting year.

NORTH LONG BEACH BRANCH

Officers of 1947 desire to express thariks
to San Diego Branch for sending $50.00 for
last Annual meeting and also to The Pacific
Flower Shows, Inc., for $50,00 which balanced
the accounts for the 1947 Convention expenses.

Dr. and Mrs. Drummond attended the Ba-
zaar meeting in December and Mrs, Drum-
mond installed the 1948 officers as follows:

President: E. P. Christensen, 5837 Harcol
St., Lakewood City, Long Beach, Calif.; Vice
President: Mrs. Dorise Trigg, 5649 Lime Ave.,
Long Beach, Calif.; Secretary: Miss Evelyn
Peterson, 1414 East 68th St., Long Beach,
Calif.; Treasurer: Ralph H. Boyd, 5670 Walnut
Ave., Long Beach, Calif.; National Representa-
tive: Mrs. Jean Stocklasa, 5505 Olive Ave.,
Long Beach, Calif.

Page 15



SIKKIM ORCHIDS

50 Dendrobiums

50 Cymbidiums

50 Vanda coerulea

50 Cypripediums

Each Lot for $58.00
Posted F~ee by AIR EXPRESS

All different selected varieties.

Best for commercial. ' Prompt
delivery .. Plants healthy and
FuJI Blooming size.

HERBAL HOME
Rhenock, Sikkim 10, India

GLOXINIAS
Just Arrived from Belgium

10 Varieties of

LARGE PLUMP TUBERS
1,%" to 2" in Diameter

While They Last, Specially Priced at

35c Each or Per Doz., $3.50

'GnO.QI11CK' ELECTRIC SEED
1\ £/1 BED HEATER

"ROOT CUTTINGS IN & DAYS"
"SEED UP IN II HOURS"
·CUT GERMINATION TIME BY %"
"TRANSPLANT! WEEKS SOONER"
These enthusiastic reports from
users tell what GRO-QUICK
SOIL HEATING CABLE will
do for you. Send today for testimonials and
free. new instr., sheet with plans, For hotbeds
-cold frames-unheated greenhouses-piant
benches-for early plant starting in open
ground, Operates from household current,

'JUNIOR 40' Cable. 200 watt with $5 35
thermostat for 3x6 bed or 20 sq, ft. . . . . •
SENIOR 80' Cabie. 400 watt with $695
thermostat for 6x6 bed or 40 sq. ft .. ' . •

For Sale By

BOB ANDERSON
1417 Echo Park Ave. - Los Angeles 26
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SANTA BARBARA BRANCH
Over thirty members were present to cele7

brate the end of 1947 with a potluck dinner
and the 'evening was spent in getting ac-
quainted and planning for 1948. Our new
President acted as hostess.

1947 was a full year for the Branch, only
three meetings were without guest speakers,
among the visitors from other Branches, who
honored us were: Mrs. Mary Hazel Drummond
and Dr. Drummond, from Hollywood, Miss
Charlotte Hoak, Col. and Mrs. C. M, Gale
of Pasadena, Mr. and Mrs. Harry Swager of
East Bay Branch, and Mrs. Alice Clark, who
with Mrs. Alfred D. Robinson came from San
Diego. Messrs. Clarence Hall, Walter Knect,
Arthur Longmire and Mr. and Mrs. W. 1.
Weitz were guest speakers at various times
during the year and they always brought a
delegation from our mother Branch in Ventura.

Our Branch is steadily growing and we are
looking forward to a very active year, under
the leadership of our new President, Mrs. Ray-
mond So=erfie1d, with Mrs. Kem Weber
liS her ViCe President, Mrs. Jay Ayersman as
Secretary, and Mrs. Raymond Broder as Treas-
urer. Mrs. Weber will continue to be our Na-
tional Representative.

Members are still busy with their new hy-
brids and the begonias they have grown from
seed. Should you be in our city call our
Secretary Mrs. Jay Ayersman 21298 and make
arrangements to visit our gardens.-Louise
Schwerdtfeger.

SAN FRANCISCO'S OFFSPRING

Mrs. Walter D. Ashe, Secretary, was called
by Mrs. Lillian Bradberry, San Francisco mem-
ber, of Petaluma (about 40 miles north of
San Francisco) to help her organize anew
branch in that town. Mrs. Ashe took seven
other leaders of the San Francisco Branch with
her and Mrs, Schwerdtfeger, is now advise<;l,
we understand, that she has another child.
Since it will be January before she can pre-
sent the New Branch to the Board of the A.
B. S., we feel that we want to extend an un-
official welcome and congratulations to spon-
sor Mrs. Bradberry, Mr. Jay c. Gould, Presi-
dent, and Mrs. Lee Wakefield, Secretary, 47
Fifth St., Petaluma, who are desirous of getting
as many members as possible into the new
Branch. They will meet on the second Friday
of every month. Mr. Irvin Kramer speeded
up the organization routine; Mr. Wm. Sharp
discussed various aspects of Begonia culture
and answered numerous questions. Mrs, Ashe
spoke on the fundamentals of a substantial
Begonia Club, proudly stating that this is the
first link in the chain she hopes will extend
into every Central California town. We join
her in that good wish.
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WILBUR G. WOOD

LEATHERMAN'S GARDENS

8% x 8%
8V, x 16%

7Sc
7Sc

SOc
SOc

EI Monte, California,

rosea .. .... UmmMultiflora

BEGONIAS
Rosea Gigantea Whm __ •• _m __

Mrs. Fred Scripps 'nmhnn

Preussen .

925 Lee Ave

Orders under $2 please add 25c for postage

FERNS-BEGONIAS-FUCHSIAS
PELARGONIUMS and NOVELTY PLANTS

We SHIP ANYWHERE-Price List on Request

VISITORS WELCOME

Completely prefabricated of
Aluminum Alloy and Pumice

Concrete

Also Extension Units in Four Lengths.

Orchid Benches and Heating Plants

Now Available

HOBBYIST GREENHOUSES

,New 1948 _ Cosmos Radiance, giant early ~_
Flowe'rs toned rose pink _ Petunia Pink Sell-

sation, rich pink. 2-ft. _ Marigold Red Head, red-
dest yet, I-ft. _ Snapdragon Cherry Rose, rich
pure color, tall _ Aster Ballet Queen, early wiltIess
salmon • Tetra Dianthus Mixture, new colors;
sturdy upright plants; months of bloom,
25c each pkt. _ Any 5 pkts. $1.00 _ All 6 $1.20

FREE illustrated Garden Guide. . . Helpful!
BETTER GARDENS

2446 Huntington Drive, San Marino, California

A WELCOME TO THE DOROTHY
PIERSON BARTON BRANCH

INGLEWOOD BRANCH

The following officers were elected at the
Christmas Party Meeting: President: 1. C.
Frost, 1307 W. 78th St., Los Angeles 44,
Calif.; Vice President: Mrs. Fred Witman,
3856 W. 27th St., Los Angeles 16, Calif.;
Secretary: Harry B. Fasmer, 5129 So. Man-
hattan, Los Angeles 43, Calif.; Treasurer: Rob-
ert Bezones, 2815 Rimpau Ave., Los Angeles,
16, Calif.; National Representative: Murray
Minehart, 3618 W. 59th Street, Los Angeles
43, Calif.; New Board member: Mrs. May
Frost, 1307 W. 78th St., Los Angeles 44,
Calif.

By Louise Schwerdtfeger
Santa Barbara, California

Weare happy to announce, that at the last
meeting of the National Board of Directors,
the Constitution and By-laws of the Dorothy
Pierson Barton Branch of Flint, Michigan, was
submitted and accepted.

In April of 1947, a local Begonia Club was
founded by Mrs. Dorothy Pierson Barton, in
Flint, Michigan. Meetings were held in the
homes of the members, monthly. Well pre-
pared papers on the different kinds of Begonias
were read at each meeting. Specimens of the
various begonias were brought to demonstrate
each kind being smdied, the care, propagation
and soil requirements were discussed, The
Barton Begonia Club exhibited a beautiful Be-
gonia collection at The Yard and Garden Flow-
er Show, held in September. The collection
contained many rare species and varieties of
Begonias, which drew great acclaim and ad-
miration from more than sixty thousand visit-
ors of the Flower Show.

Through the efforts of our National Presi-
dent, Mrs. Mary Hazel Drummond, while she
held the office of Director of Public Relations,
arrangements were made to have this fine
club of Begonia enthusiasts admitted as a Branch
of The American Begonia Society.

The Dorothy Pierson Barton Branch is our
first Branch Society in Michigan. The Branch
has been named in honor of Mrs. ,Barton. The
eighteen charter members, with the enthusiasm
and knowledge acquired under the able leader-
ship of Mrs. Barton, will be the nucleus of a
Branch Society destined to be active and out-
standing.

Preview of Begonia Rex cultorum Hazel
Drummond. A seedling produced by Mr. and
Mrs. P. ]. Miller of Whittier.

1621 Irving Ave. - Glendale I ,California
Phone Citrus 1-7976
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TIME AND ONE HALF FOR OVERTIME
By Winifred A. Harding, East Derry, New Hampshire

Much has been written on the subject of
long and short day-crops for the greenhouse,
but little if anything about the merits of extra
lighting for Begonias.

Having a fairly large collection which I
use for lecture purposes, it became necessary
for me to keep these plants in a constant state
of good blooming health. This became a prob-
lem especially with those having a semi-dor-
mant period or. a period of growth without
ploom. As the days became shorter and shorter
this fall I was faced with a falling off of
blooms and a general lack of healthy green
tone. It appeared at first that nothing was to
be done but let nature take its course, until
Yankee ingenuity came to the front and by
placing the choicer specimens on a metai stand
designed for conservatory use the experiment
was begun.

Selecting three plants of B. Gloire Delucerna,
a minimum of five hours was given to one,
half light was given to the second and no
extra lighting to the third. These plants were
all of the same age, size and condition; and
all given the same soil mixture, water, food
and etc., so all had an equal chance, All were
given equal sunlight daily when possible so
that no other factor could account for the
results. At the end of a six weeks period the
results are amazing.

The plant with the extra five hours of
exposure to a sixty watt light bulb has two
full sets of blooms, each cluster' measuring six
inches in length and five inches in width, with
each floret measuring one and one half inches
in diameter. The plant itself .was started as a
five inch cutting and now, measures ten and
one half inch~s with three side breaks.

The plant given half light has one set of
buds measuring three inches in length by
three and one half in width with medium av-
erage florets. It measures nine inches in height
and has no side breaks. '

The last grown without benefit of extra
lighting has no blooms, measures twelve inch-
es in height with one break. While this plant
is much taller the growth is much weaker
and lighter in color. So it would appear that
something was to be said for extra length of
day in influencing the growth and blooming
period, at least here in New England where
dull day follows dull day for often a week at
a time.

This method is being tried on three plants
of the tuberous group in an attempt to bloom
them out of season. The three selected have
been growing a full year the end of next
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month and have passed their normal blooming
season out of doors this summer. They were
removed indoors at the end of August and
allowed to acclimate gradually so that no ar-
resting of growth or bloom occurred. By sup-
plimentary regular feedings growth has been
maintained and the plant with light exposure
has a very healthy appearance with considerable
new growth but no sign of bud or bloom as
yet.

The semi-tuberous group of which B. wel-
toniensis is being used to experiment with, pre-
sents the greatest problem. It is still inclined
to dormancy although complete resting has been
prevented by removing the tuber and repotting
the fibrous portions. The blooms are still soy
but the leaves have ceased dropping and new
growth is being stimulated. It was too late
when the experiments were started to achieve
overmuch with this particular group but it is
to be hoped that another year some real re-
sults will be attained.

The method used in these experiments fol-
lows: Place the plant to be exposed directly
beneath a lamp containing a sixty watt light
bulb, I use one of the so-called pin-up lamps
with a flaring shade about eight inches in
diameter. The lamp is suspended not more than
a foot nor less than eight inches above the
plant for a minimum of five hours beginning
at dusk in the afternoon, For those given so
called half light the same lamp is, used but
with the half-exposed plant simply lower down
and slightly shaded by the plant getting full
exposure. Really a very simple arrangement
and a very lovely sight as well as interesting
experiment.

THE PEOPLE'S FORESTS
Conservationists of the United States will

want to get information from Mrs. C. N. Edge,
Chairman Emergency Conservation Committee,
706 Lexington Ave" New York 21, N. Y., on
the preservation of Olympic National Park in
the State of Washington, from which it is
threatened to cut out 56,000 acres of virgin,
and wonderfully' beautiful rain forest. In re-

,sponse to the unequivocal demand of citizens
that the forests, their property, be protected
from the greedy lumber operators, the Interior
Department has now withdrawn its support of
the bills that are now pending. However,
the pressure of the lumber interests is mighty,
and conservationists are warned that there is
a hard fight ahead of them, if the forests of
the Olympic National Park are to be saved.

THE BEGONIAN



GERMINATING TUBEROUS BEGONIAS
IN SPHAGNUM MOSS
By Charles O. Dean, Springfield, Mass.

While this moss is familiar to most of our
readers, perhaps a little information regarding
it will be helpful before we discuss its value
as a germinating medium.

According to the "Garden Encyclopedia"
there are 'some three hundred species found
in norrh temperate countries, It is sometimes
called "bog moss" because one usually finds
it in wet places.

1£ you will examine the set pieces made
up by most florists, you will find that the
flower stems are set in sphagnum moss and
you will also find that shipments of shrubs
and flowers are also packed in moist sphag-
num moss.

I obtain my supply of this moss down in the
dingle at the foot of the street on which I
live and I usually replenish my supply in the
spring and fall. It is stored in a tin can with
a loose cover near the boiler, and it dries out
nicely there.

From my own personal experience I have
found this the best germinating medium for
many kinds of seeds. At the present time I
am starting some tuberous begonia seeds in
three germinating mediums-peat, vermiculite
and sphagnum moss. The seeds grown in this
moss show a much better germination than
either of the other two.

I sifted the moss through a fly screen very
fine and sprinkled the seeds carefully on
it, wetting from the bottom. 1£ the moss alone
is used as a germinating medium for seeds
you may experience a little difficulty in sep-
arating your seedlings. This can be overcome
by using one-fourth to one-half inch of fine
sifted moss on top of sterilized sand as the
seedlings can be easily separated in the sand.

Use one-half teaspoon of saltpetre to a
half cup of water to each square foot of seed
surface as a fertilizer to sustain the seedlings
until they reach the transplanting stage. There
is no danger, i;>fdampening off if you use this
moss to start your seeds.

In regard t? acidity which Tuberous Be-
gonias require, \ the sphagnum moss which I
µse registers a ~eading,of 4.0 which is highly

/acid, This applies to the dried moss, also to
! that which was freshly gathered. This may not
( be true of all in~SSas mine wa~gathered where

~here were oak: trees and the humus. madeIfrom their leave~may have some effect on the
acidity. 'i

Last winter I ttied unsifted moss as a grow-
ing medium for Iruberous begonia bulbs and
it gave better results than most of the other
mediums that I used.
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Each bulb was placed in a 3 x 3% irtch
plant band which was cut in two, as a dJpth
of 1Ys inches is sufficient to get a bulb statted.
The bands were packed in tin trays holding
one dozen each, as this amount is eilSYto
handle. In packing the moss around the bulbs
do not pack it too hard as a loose pack will
not be as soggy when moistened as one that is
packed solid.

This moss retains its moisture longer than
most of the other growing mediums and tuber-
ous begonias must have moisture.

Amazing results have been obtained with
soilless culture and I think that for pot culture
one could use sphagnum moss instead of soil.

Using a balanced fertilizer at the rate of one
tablespoonful to a gallon of water, wet the
moss once a week. A dose of manure water
once a week is helpful instead of the above,
using one pound of dehydrated cow manure
to five gallons of water.

The fun of growing flowers is either to try
some new seeds or some new method so if you
have not tried sphagnum moss before; try it
now but remember not to use too much wate,r
as the moss will absorb a lot of it-just keep
the moss damp. '

TO ALL - A HAPPY NEW YEAR!
The New Year 1948 has great possibilities

for everyone of us Begoniaites. With every
new catalogue we receive, every plant we pro-
cure or have presented to us, let us do as we
would be done by. Successcannot but be ours,
happiness is a foregone conclusion, and as
good gardeners generally do, they have to see
that the other fellow is also content. To do
this let us make more Begonia friends all
around us and thus widen the charmed circle
ever onward. A Happy New Year indeed-,
Maria Wilkes.

Suggestionto Every Begoniaite
No matter where one lives, it is worthwhile

studying all publications available on "Be-
GONIAS." The University of California Col-
lege of Agriculture, Office of the Director,
Berkeley 4, California, has issued a Bulletin
"HINTS ON GROWING BEGONIAS" by
H, M. Butterfield, Specialist in Agricultural
Extension. This 16-page publication has been
regarded as a must-have reference pamphlet,

. and whether it will be revised at the public
appearance of Mrs. Krauss's book or not, it
is one of the things each BEGONIAN should
have at hand. It is free. It might be nice to
send 6c for postage with your request.
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BEGONIA CAVUM

On September 16, 1946: Mr. Thomas MacDougall,
a plan~ collector of New York City, came upon a
cave in limes~one at the 5500 foot elevation of the
west slope of Cerro of Lachiguire (Santiago) Oaxaca.
Mexico. The cave is 6 ft. x 6 ft. X 6 ft. in size
with the opening about equal to the height and width.
There was no vegetation except the shriveled plants
of the unusual little begonia which I have named
cavt/,m "and is described below. The begonias were
found growing in" the cracks of the limestone walls
and ceiling where the tubers are firmly wedged in.
Mr, MacDougall stares that the cracks in which rhe
tubers were growing "had no room for anything as
big as a pea, and scarcely a trace of soiL There were
no begonias found outside the cave but it would be
difficult to find rhein during the dormant season.
Thanks to Mr. MacDougall 1 now have some plams
growing in my garden.

Begonia cavum stands only three inches tall and is
of a dull green color .. There are very few leaves and
these· are unequal egg shaped and the margins are
doubly toothed. Three white flower·s are produced
on an axillary stem. The tuberous base is quite
unusual for it is lima-bean shaped and is encased
in a thick fibrous husk or coat which may be peeled
off in layers. The flowers are structurally unlike any
other begonia and form the basis of a new Begonia
Section which is set forth below. The stamens are
uoited into a cylinder with the top ends free. The
stigmas are moon shaped at the tOP and the stigma
papillae are on the Quter top edge. The seed. pod carries
the placenta on the inner walls of the cells instead
of 00 the central axis which is the usual mode of
attachment.

Begonia Section Dissepbegonia Ziesenhenne, secr.
nov., tepalis masculinis 4, staminibus raris (15), fila-
mentis in columna cyl1ndrica connatis, superne liber-
i.s, aotheris subaequalibus, ob9vatis. rerusis, bilocula~
ribus, loculis obliquis, quamdiu liberis pars filamentis.
Tepalis femineis 5, subaequalibus, srylis 3, apice lunu-
latO-bilobis, stigmatibus in exterius labris. Ovario 3.-
loculatO, elongatO, plaeentis bi non par_titone in singu-
lis eellis, singulis affixo in dissaepla, media axe et
externo muro in un separd base, undique ovuliferis;
capsulis elongatis, glandulosis, alis 3, linearis, 1 con-
spieuis, 2 ineonspieuis. Floribus pauels, axillaribus.
Species naica.

Begonia .(Dissepbegonia) cavum, Ziesenhenne, spec.
nov., herbacea, mon'oka. eaulescens'. "ereeta, 8.5 em.
elata, tota densa pusilla (.01 mm. longa) glandulosa
non in peralae et frons sepalae; caule .base pereane
tubre fabaforma 2 em. longo, 1.6 em, alta, .05 em.
eras~o, conclusum in glabero crasso cortieato; caule
annua. ereeto, viridi, nitido, 3 eID. longo internodis,
3 mm. erasso; stipilis persistens, non sieeis, -triangularis,
3m.m. longis, 2mm. latis in basis. aeutis, integeris.
blaberis; petiolis rorundis, glabris, nitidis, 2 em. longis.
2mm. laris;· foliis inaequali~ ovatis, acutis. bidenratis.
glaberis, nitidis, viridis, 6.5 longis, 4 em. latis, palm-
aris 6-nervis. prominenter; floribus. paucis, axiIIaribus,
autumnis floridis, albis; pedunculis rorundis, nitidis,
2 em. longis, 2 mm. rotuodis, bracte base capsule
adherens, nne. persistens, non sicca, lanceolata. acute.
4 mm. longa, 2 mm, lata; pedieellis glaberis, nitidis,
6.5 longis, 1.6 rotundis; tepalis, masculinis 4, duobos
exterioribus ovatis, obrusis 1 em. longis. 1.3 em.

NEW -- BEGONIAS-- OLD
Over 300 Varieties

Oldest Established Growers in the East

:NEW INTRODUCTION-PIED PIPER
One of Professor VI'. D, Holley's Creations
Dark Red Foliaged Semperflorens. Scabious

Flowered cif Exquisite Pink. Very Dwarf.

ERNEST K. LOGEE

North'StreetGreenhouses
DANiElSON, CONNECTICUT
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latis, duobus interioribus lanceolads, acutis, 1.3 em.
longis, .7 em. latis; staminibus raris, filamentis in
columna eylindrica connatis, superne liberis, antheris
subaequalibus, ovatis, rerusis, biloeularibus, loculis
obliquis. quamdiu liberis pars filamentis; tepalis
femineis 5, dobas exterioribus rornndis, obtusis, 7 rom.
longis. 5 mm. lads, rribus interioribus obovatis, ob--
tusis 7 mm. longis, 4 mm. latis; srylis 3, apice luou·
lato-bilobis, stigmatibus in exrernis labris; ovaris 3-
locularis, elongatis, 4 mm. longis, 1 em. diamer!o,
placentis hi no parrione in singulis eellis, singulis
affexo in dissaeplo, media axe et externo muro in un
separo base, undique ovuliferid; capsulis elongaris.
alis 3, linearis, 1 conspicua. 2mm. longo. 2 iocon·
spieuis. Mr. MacDougall's collection number is C·15.

FERNS-Continued

ferns. This is one variety that will enjoy having
its foliage sprayed with a fine spray of water.
Being of heavy texture with strong stems they
will not break down from these waterings.

For a dainty foreground fern ranging about
eighteen inches is Pellaea (pe-Iee-ah) adian-
toides, or P. viridis (polypodiaceae) also called
"Clover Fern" by many because some of the
pinnae (each major lobe or division of a fern
frond) are broadly lobed; the other being once
pinnate, The stipe is glossy black. It is a deli-
cate fern reminding one a great deal of a
heavy maidenhair. Each individual leaf is dark
green in the Center with a border of light
green.

This variety requires .constant moisture at
the roots and a medium acid condition. A light
porous soil is essential with good drainage. If
you have a spot in a semi-shaded position and
have a stone or tree limb you are using for
atmosphere, plant this fern along side of the
stone ot log and it will tuck its roots under
these in the cool moist soil. To retain the
moisture' in spring give the soil around this
fern a top dressing of damp peat moss. Being
a fine textured fern it will not tolerate the
direct rays of the sun. It makes a lovely pot
plant. If grown as a pot plant use a top dressing
of damp peat moss.

All of the above ferns are quite hardy. Our
temperature dropped to 26 degrees last winter
and they withstood' this without a single frozen
leaf. 'Ferns are truly beautiful and interesting.

(Continued from Page 8)

December is our first mo~th of summer
here and the weather is nice now. It has been
cold and wet up till recently' with a fall of
snow on the nearby mountain' ranges, a beau-
tiful sight when half covered with snow, es-
pecially in the evening when the sun is setting
in the west and casting its rays directly on to
the snow and givi.ng it a purple hue. It looks as
if we are ·.going to have a good season on the
farm:

(Co';'tinued .on Page2 I)
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CONDENSED MINUTES

National Board, American Begonia Society
Held in Room 55, City Hall, Los Angeles, Calif.,

President Drummond presiding.
Present for the meeting-Mrs. Drummond. George

Johnson, George Lawrence, Capt. Dere, Walron,
Bailey, Hixon; Mesdames Wilkes, Schwerdtfeger, Pin-
nell; Branches represented:' Hollywood, Inglewood,
San Gabriel Valley, Pasadena, Glendale, Parent Branch
and North Long Beach and Foothill Branch,

Sub-Chairman of Fibrous Begonia class-Miss Char-
lotte Hoak; Sub·Chairman in the Rex class-Mr, Harry
L Swager; Historian-Mrs. Hugh Hixon.

Motion by CoL Gale ~hat we accepr these three
appointments as !resenced. Carried. Public Relations
Director presence Constitution and By-laws of newly
formed branch at Flint, Mich. Accepted, Letter read
from Branch Humboldt Co. telling of their inabilitY
to procure speakers and asked if we could furnish
them with some slides or some printed lectures which
they could use in their programs. Some suggestions
were made where this Branch might procure some in-
formation.

REPORTS
Branches Foothill, North Long Beach and Parent

Branch, Pasadena, Hollywood, Glendale, Inglewood,
Santa Barbara, San Gabriel Valley reported interesting
speaker and good attendance and some novel ideas
for keeping up the membership, George Lawrence
reported Mrs. Krauss had withdrawn her offer to
prepare a Glossary of Begonia N omenclacure. Infor-
mation received with regret; Committee formally re-
lieved of fuecher consideration of this matter.

Motion ro complete the payment for the addresso-
graph machine. Carried.

Discussion as to whether we should increase the
number of pages in The Begoni<ln; whether we should
increase the advertising rates. On motion duly second-
ed it was VOted to increase the number of pages in the
pecember issue of The Begonifln; to increase the adver-
tising rates effective January 1st, 1948; Verna Johnson
appointed Chairman of Advertising, Mrs, Johnson
asked that everyone enter into this work and feel it
is also their work.

Motion by Mrs. Wilkes that we dispense with the
December, 1947, meeting; that the Treasurer be author-
ized to pay the bills for December. Carried.

Capt. Dere told of his need for a tYpewriter; also
felt that our supply of membership cards, letterheads
and envelopes, etc., should all be in one place with
one person to supply the demands as they came in,
On motion Capt. Dere was appointed as custodian of
supplies and branches needing membership cards
or stationary, etc., kindly write him.

Vote of thanks extended George, Johnson for his
efforts in securing the very nice meeting place and
members felt we should continue to use this room
as lon~ as it was available--Room 55, City Hall, First
& Main Sts., Los. Angeles.

Mrs. Drummond reponed she was leaving tomor-
row for ...San Diego to confer with Mrs. Clark and
other members in San Diego with reference to the
Robinson medals and plaque and hoped to have a
definite report to make at the next Board meeting.
Mrs. Drummond announced meeting of the So, Calif.
Horticultural SocietY Dec. 1st and invited everyone
to attend if possible; Christmas arrangements to be
the theme for the decorations. Prof. Wheeler to be
the speaker.

No further business, meeting adjourned to meet
again, same place, January 26th, 1948,-Respectfully
submitted, Gonda Hartwell, Sec.

(Continued from Page 20)

I am enclosing a picture of my be-
gonias. I took them out of the glasshouse and
set them against the wall of the house to get
the photograph.

I wish you and my other friends in the
Begonia Society a very happy holiday season.

Sincerely,W. H; Rolston, Levin, N. Zealand.

JANUARY, 1948

BEGONIA HERACLEIFOLIA
SUNDERBRUCHI

By Charlotte M. Hoak, So. Pasadena, Calif.

Begonia heracleifolia Sunderbruchi, one of
the most popular and widely distributed of
the "Star Begonias," is one of the descendants
of the rhizomatous Mexican species,B.heraclei-
folia, discovered about 1830. This old favorite
is probably of American origin, as it is not
mentioned in any of the old editions of Curtis
or by other European authorities, It came
to the gardens of Northern California in the
early nineties and was here in Southern Cali-
fornia in 1906. Rust's Nursery listed it as B.
nigricans.

The leaves are bronze green, deep cut into
seven or nine long, narrow lobes, the number
of lobes being dependent upon the culture
the leaves are given, varying from the very
small nine-lobed ones to the twelve to fifteen-
inch ones of a well-fed plant. The underside
of these leaves is dark red mottled with light
green, the veins are heavy, and there is a
thick collar of coarse red hairs tipped with
finer white ones at the point where the stem
and leaf join, and the red-spotted stems are
thickly set with long, silvery hairs. The light
green bands, splashing down the ribs, are a
distinguishing mark of the beautiful leaves of
this begonia. The flowers, borne on fairly
tall stems in early spring, are a clear, rosy
pink. The leaves are usually small and imma-
ture when the bloom panicles are in full
flower. Both male and female flowers have
two petals.

IT PAYS to advertise in THE BEGONIAN.

Send YOUR ADVERTISING for THE BE-
GONIAN to our new ADVERTISING MAN-
AGER: Mrs. George 1. Johnson, 1320 Ra-
mona Road, Arcadia, Calif. Send for our new
rate card.

NOW AVAILABLE
A limited Quantity of O'ur New Basket Type

TUBEROUS ROOTED BEGONIA
1If-INK PEARLII

This hybrid has distinctive qualities of
merit as to formation of flower, size,
color, "asting quality, and natural branch-
ing habit, so only one bulb is required
to a basket.

Ask for Free Descriptive Circular

SCHILT'S NURSERY
2445 Ninth Street Berkeley 2, Calif.
We Are the Sole Distributors of This Variety
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Meeting Dates and Places
The next meeting of the American Begonia Society Board will be held in the Los Angeles City Hall,

Room 55, 7:30 p. m. (4th Monday) January 26th, 1948. Park Lower Garage South Entrance on Main St.

ORANGE COUNTY BRANCH
1st Thursday, Jan. 1st, 1:30 p. m.
Farm Bureau Hall, 353 So. Main St., Orange.
Doris Burdick, Sec.- Treas., Rt. 4, Box 296,
Anaheim, Calif.

FOOTffiLL BRANCH
1st Friday, Jan 2nd, 8 p. In.
Woman's Club House, 1003 Azusa Ave., Azusa
Mrs. James M. Reed, Secretary
643 No. Wabash Ave., Glendora, Calif.

BELLFLOWER BRANCH
1st Monday, Jan. 5th, 1:30 p. m.
Washington Street School Cafeteria
Sec.: Mrs. Edna Leistner, 610 Nichols Street
Bellflower. Calif.

THEODOSIA BURR SHEPHERD BRANCH
1st Tuesday, Jan. 6th, 7:30 p. m. .
Alice Bartlett C. H., 902 E. Main; Ventura, Calif.
Mrs', Carolyn Peyton, Secretary
335A SO. Evergreen Dr., Ventura., Calif.

PASADENA BRANCH
1st Tuesday, Jan. 6th, 7:30 p. m.
2031 E. V;lla
Lester F. Harrell, Sec.-Treas.
668 Bellefontaine St., Pasadena, Calif.

SAN FRANCISCO BRANCH
1st Wednesday, Jan. 7th, 7:30 p. m.
American Legion Hall, 1641 Taraval St.
Sec.: Mrs. Walter Ashe
1855 33rd Ave., San Francisco 22, Calif.

SANTA MONICA BAY BRANCH
1st Wednesday, Jan. 7th, 1:30 p. m.
University High School Horticulture Dept.
11800 Texas Ave., West Los Angeles
Mrs. Denman Bemus, Secy.-Treas.
345 So. Santa Anita Ave.'
Brentwood, Los Angeles 24, Calif.

HOLLYWOOD BRANCH
2nd Thursday, Jan. 8th, 1:30 p. m.
Plummer Park, 7377 Santa Monica Blvd.
Mrs. Vera Lynde, Rec. Sec.
1030 N. Orange Grove Ave.
Los Angeles 46, Calif.

SANTA BARBARA BRANCH
2nd ThUrsday, Jan. 8th, 1:30 p. m,
Rm. 5, Com, Center, 914'Santa Barbara St.
Santa Barbara, California
Martha Ayersman; Secretary
I 120 Olive Street, Santa Barbara, Calif.

INGLEWOOD BRANCH
2nd Thursday, Jan. 8th, 8 p. m.
325 No. Hillcrest, Inglewood, Calif.
Harry B. Fasmer, SecretaIY
5129 So. Manhattan, Los Angeles 43, Calif.

NEW YORK SUBURBAN BRANCH
2nd Sunday, March 14th, 2:30 p. m.
Crestwood Public Library, Crestwood, N. Y.
Sec.-Treas.: Mrs. Norman Hedley
71 Willard Terrace, Stamford, Conn.

LA MESA BRANCH
2nd Monday, Jan. 12th, 8 p. m •.
La Mesa Grammar School, La Mesa, Calif.
Sec.-Treas.: Dr. Constance Holmes
133 Prescott, EI Cajon, Calif.

NORTH LONG BEACH BRANCH
2nd Monday, Jan. 12th, 1:30 p. m.
Houghton Park Club House
Harding & Atlantic, No. Long Beach
Miss Ev.elyn Peterson
1414 E. 68th St., Long Beach, Calif.

HUMBOLDT COUNTY BRANCH
2nd Monday, Jan. 12th, 8 p. m.
Lanes 'Memorial Hall, 1st Christian Church
Sec.- Treas.: Dorothy Lark
Box 16, Scotia, Calif.
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RIVERSIDE BRANCH
2nd Wednesday, Jan. 14th, 8 p. m.
Mrs. T. W. Gall, Sec.-Treas.
4518 Bandini Ave., Riverside Calif.

SO. ALAMEDA CO. BRANCH
3rd Thursday, Jan. 15th, 8 p. m.
Scout Room, Markham School, Hayward, Calif.
Sec.-Treas.: Mrs. Dorothy Bayliss
26706 Monte Vista Dr., Hayward, Calif.

LONG BEACH PARENT CHAPTER
Third Tuesday, Jan. 15th, 7:30 p. m.
Robert Louis Steven'on School, 5th & Atlantic
Cafeteria, Lime St. Entrance, Long Beach, Calif.
Sec.-Treas.: Mrs. Rose C. Hixon
Long Beach, Califomia

PHILOBEGONIA CLUB BRANCH
Irregular Meetings
May T. Drew, Pres.
Box 331, Narbeth, Pa.

EVA KENWORTHY GRAY BRANCH
3rd Monday, Jan. 19th
Community House, La Jolla
Tillie Center, Sec.- Treas.
7356 Eads St., LaJolla, Calif.

SANTA PAULA BRANCH
4th Thursday, Jan. 22nd, 1:30 p. m.
Memorial Hall High School
Mrs. C, F. Crang
907 Pleasant St., Santa Paula, Calif.

SAN DIEGO .BRANCH
. 4th Monday, Jan. 26th.

Hard of Hearing Hall, 3843 Herbert Ave.
Mrs. A. P. Carlton, Sec.- Treas.
624 Arroyo Dr" San Diego, Calif.

EAST BAY BRANCH
3rd Tuesday, Jan. 21th, 7:30 p. m.
Council Chambers, Berkeley City Hall
Mrs. Emma Carlton, Secretary- Treas.
1430 Oxford St., Berkeley 9, Calif.

MISSOURI BRANCH
4th Tuesday, Jan. 27th, 2 p. m.
Mrs. Bruce Dill, Secretary
3715 Harrison, Kansas City, Mo.

MlA.l\fI, FLORIDA, BRAl-.~H
4th Tuesday, Jan. 27th, 8 p. m.
Simpson Memorial Garden Center
Mrs. W. G. Coffeen
1142 S. W. lOth St., Miami 35, Fla.

WI.JITTIER BRANCH
4th Tuesday, Jan. 21th, 8 p. m.
Union High School, Room 19
Lindley Ave. Entrance, Whittier, Calif.
Madeleine Hall, Secretary
509 Friends Ave., Whittier, Calif.

MARGARET GRUENBAUM BRANCH
Mrs. W. E. Jones, Sec" Willow Grove, Pa.

GLENDALE BRANCH
4th Tuesday, Jan. 27th, 8 p. m.
329 No. Brand Blvd., Glendale, Calif.
Charles Richardson, Secretary
1441 Fairfield, Glendale I, Calif.

ALFRED D. ROBINSON BRANCH
4th Tuesday, Jan. 27th, 1:30 p. m.
Lorna Portal School
3341 Browning St., San Diego, Calif.
Louise Gardener, Secretary
3212 James Street, San Diego 6, Calif.

SAN GABRIEL VALLEY BRANCH
4th Wednesday, Jan. 28th, 8 p. m.
Masonic Temple, 506 S. Santa Anita Ave.
Mrs. Myrtle Jones, Secretary
132 May Ave., Monrovia, Calif.

SANTA MARIA BRANCH
Sec.-Treas.: Mrs. Peter MehIschau

NEW ENGLAND BRANCH
Mrs. M: W. Stewart
224 Armington St., Edgewood, R. 1.

THE BEGONIAN



Beautiful yellow Laeliu Xanthina, Laelia
tenebr()sn~ Sophronites grundiflora, Zygopetalum

mucknyi, Oncidiurn variCOSUln rogersi

Cymbidium Back Bulbs
Your Choice, 4 for $ I 0.00

ALEXANDEHI - EGRET - SWALLOW
EAGLE - MADELINE - PAUWELSI -

BALKA - MERLIN - MIDAS - ISLANDER

NURSERY

PLANT LILIES FOR CORSAGES AND
ARISTOCRATIC CUT FLOWERS

As Well as Garden Beauty Supreme

Madonna Lilies 'hum ea. 49c; 3 for $1.25
L. Tigrinum uuu, .... , hmmm 'UU 3 for $1.00
L. Olympic Hybrids .. "hmm u 3 for $1.00
L. Sunset Hybrids u hUm umm,3 for $1.00
L. Bellingham hybrids uu.mh ..h..3 for $2.00
L. Regale .h m,u .. Uhm ea. 25c; 4 for 98c

Please add 25< for maiUng plus Calif. tax. '

WINSEL-GIBBS NURSERY
1955 W. Florence Ave.

TW. 1564 Los Angeles 44, Calif.
El Monte, Calif.
Closed Tuesday

ORCHIDS

710 E. Lower Azusa Rd.
BUdlong 11-5110

JUST
ARRIVED.

CINERARIA SEED
Campbell's Giant Flowered Hybrids

Immense flowel's III shades of blue. rose.
pink, lavendel', salmon and White.

or semi-dwarf plant~.
PI,ts. 50c postpaid

Ask for our Heference Garden Catalog

CAMPBELL SEED STORE
Since WUj

l'asadena 1, California Department B

FUCHSIAS
AMERICA'S

FINEST COLLECTION
Catalog on Request

Evans & Reeves
Nurseries

255 S. Barringtun
Los Angeles 24, Calif.

FUCHSIA-LA NURSERY
"Fuchsias InAH Glory"

ll~t·rnh, Coieutl, Ivy, Saint Paulia Violets,
And Other Shade Plants

No Catalog or Mail Orders Until
I"urthcl' Notice - Visitors Welcom,e

:15111lAtluntlc Ave ..... Long Beach 7, Calif.

SO. AFRICAN MOISTURE LOVERS
PINK & Cll.EAM 'Poker' per pkt ..... m,50c

(Kniphofia tucki)
Long sprays Orange-red Watsonias ..,m50c

(Watsonia galpini)
Purpl<\,-blue, Geranium (part shade) um,50c

(Geranium incanum) ,
MARIA WILKES

508 Moreno Ave. Los Angeles 24, Calif.

This Is One
of hundreds of our

installations.
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POSTMASTER
PLEASE NOTIFY ROY K. DERE

1618 FICKEWIRTH AVE.
EL MONTE, CALIFORNIA

OF ALL CHANGES
RETURN POSTAGE GUAR~NTEED

SOMnHING

NEW and SAFE

* *DESTRUXOL
DDT PYRENONE

Gets SUCKERS

Gets CHEW E R S

* *Buy 'It From Your' Ga,den Supply Dealer

ORCHIDS
BEGONIAS and ORCHIDS ... the per-
fect combination for your lath house or
conservatory.

CYMBIDIUM .•.
English and American hyb,ids ... many
.gorgeous long lasting flowers of various
shades.. -

CYPRIPEDIUM. . .
Recently received from abroad ... beau-
tiful bold flowers . . . a grand orchid.
Also a wide selection 'of choice established
orchids of cent,al America and Mexico.
Many plants now in spike 'and flower.

ALL PLANTS REASONABLY PRICED
You are cordially invited to visit our

orchid nursery at any time.
No Mail or Catalog

DESTRUXOL CORP'., LTD.
Pasad~na'2, California

SHERMAN ORCHIDS
GROWERS - HYBRIDISTS - IMPORTERS

Phone Glendora 28635
Grand' & Gladstone,. Glendora, California

I mile south of Highway. 66 on Grand

RELIEVESALKALIINDIGESTION
Your potted plants NEED SPOONIT after
a long season's diet of alkaline water.
SPOONIT softens the action of harmful
tap..:water salts and provides rich, liquid
nourishment.
Send 3c stamp for trial can,' or a dollar
bill for 32 ounce can; postpaid to your
door (this includes Calif, sales tax).

PLANTSMITH

SANTA· ANITA ROSE
PATENTED

SPECIAL ... $1.2S

ALLVARIETIES
MODERATElY PRICED

SANTA ANITA NURSERY
PASADENA, CALIFORNIA

SYcamore 2-8711 3833 E. Colorado
Box 818 Palo Alto" California

BY R. SANFORD MARTIN

HOWTOPRUNE
FRUIT
TREES

Covers pruning of all Fruits, .•
Berries and Grapes'.

PRICE - $1.25 EACH, POSTPAID
M.· 0: or Check - No Stamps

R. SANFORD MARTIN
1161 Bpazier Ave., Glendale 1, Calif.

• Covers Pruning of Most Or-
namental shrubs and trees.

·For Pacific Area

r~PRunE' Two Practical Books
WESTERn SHRUBS TEllS HOW AND WHEN TO PRUNE.

'$9 SIMPLE, illUSTRATED; AUTHENTIC
.gt~AGatIin.


