
t 0 thE-

TO BE OR NOT TO BE-THIS IS NO QUESTION
By The Editor

THAT DELIGHTFUL DISEASE
By PhilipMalcolm Post

LATHHOUSE CONSTRUCTION (CONCLUSION)
By Alfred .D. Robinson, Dec.

RAMBLINGS-PHYSICAL AND OTHERWISE
By Jack L. Baily, President the A. B. S.

CUTTINGS-TUBEROUS BEGONIAS
Ferd P. Neels

SPECIAL DESIGN GAVEL FOR A. B. S.
.

By Maria Wilkes
WATERING BEGONIAS -

Courtesy The Begoniangram

FANCY -LEAVED CALADIUMS
By Harold W. Hart

BRANCH NEWS - by YOU - 77-84
NEW VARIETIES OF BEGONIA INCARNATA-1875 - -78-79

E. A. Carriereand BessieBuxton-1936
PICTURE THREE BEGONIA INCAR NATA HYBRIDS

By Courtesy Curtis Magazin'e

REX WEEKLY LUNCH FORMULA
By A. E. Rippey

NOTES BY THE ARTIST WITH SKETCH B.MORGANA
- 81

By AliceM. Clark
KEEPING AN OLD PROMISE RE: BEGONIAS

By Ella Marguerite Fewkes

IN MEMORIAM: MRS. STELLA VOSBURG
By The Editor

AU REVOIR-BUT NOT GOODBYE
Annie C. Robinson

YOUR QUESTIONS WITH ANSWERS
By Ferd P. Neels

THE PRESIDENT'S MAIL BAG
By Helen K. Krauss

NEW MEMBERS
CALENDAR

,-

-

Page

70

71 -83

72-73-74

'-

-~75.

"

74

75

75

76

79

80

82

83

84

84

85

86

87

VOL X-No.5 MA y, 1943 FIFTEEN CENTS



Monthly Publication of the AMERICAN BEGONIA SOCIETY
Founded by Herbert P. Dyckman, January, 1932

General Offices: 275l East l7th Street, Long Beach, California

Affiliated with the American Horticultural Society

. Annual Membership and Subscription Fee: One
dollar and fifty cents.

.

. Entered as second-class matter March 19th, 1941;
at the Post Office ofLong Beach, California, under the
act of March 3rd, 1879.

. Advertising' Rates: $1.50 per inch, one column
wide. Three months discount 6f 10%, Six months less
150/0 and One Year less 200/0. Seasonal changes allowed
in contracts over three months. Closing date for articles
10th of ~ach month. and 12th for Advertisement copy.

STAFF

MARIA WILKES - -
~ Editor and Busintl1 Managa

158 So. Oxford Ave., Los Angeles, Calif.

CO-EDITORS

MARGARET GRUEXHAUM
316 West Chew Street, Philadelphia, Pa.

BESSIE R. BUXTOX
114 Central Street, Peabody, Mass.

LIFE MEMBERS
MR. HERBERT P. DYCK:\UN - - Long Beach, Calif.
t\.1RS. MYRTLE SHEPHERD FRANCIS - Ventura, Calif.

DR. \V. N. CASEL\" FRAXK HARRISOS
FERD P. NEELS

HONORARY DIRECTORS

MRS. A:iNIE C. ROBI;s'SO);

MRS. HE:iRY H. BUXTO:'i"

T. H. GOODSPEED

GEORGE OTTEX

FRANK REI:iELT

MRS. EVA KEXWORTHY GRAY

T. H. EVERETT

E. D. MERRILL

OFFICERS

/. L. BAILY - - - - - - - - - - Prnidtnl
515 Hallwood Dr., El Monte, Calif.

CI.ARENCEA. HALL - - - - - - Pruident Eltet
2131 EI Jardin, Ventura. Calif.

HAROLDW. HART - - - - - . - - TrtQsura
1314 Dorothy Drive, Glendale, Calif.

MRs. HARRYHARKER - - -
;:

- Mtmbt'Tship Fus
2751 E. t 7th St.. Long Beach, Calif.

MRS. A. N. HARTWELL -' . Corruponding Stcrdary
1719 Alamitos Ave., Monrovia, Calif.

I'vbs. H. \V. BRIDCES - - - - - - _ _ Dirtctor
THE CLAYTON M. KELLY RESEARCH 'DEPARTME:NT

l\-1RS.JOHN \V. CROWDER- - - - - - Librarian
1857 W. 166th Street. Moneta, Calif.

l\1RS. CLARISSAHARRIS - - 5ud Fund Administrator
757 Athens Blvd., Los Angeles, Calif.

DR. C. H. LAUDER - - - Dirtetor Public FLlations
952 Fallen Leaf Rd., Arcadia, Calif.

MRS. RUDYW. LIEDLER - Chairman Sptaktr's Burtau
5858 California Ave., Long Beach. Calif.

CLARENCEA. HALL - - - - Chairman Ways and.
Altans Committu

2131 EI Jardin, Ventura. Calif.
FERDP. NEELS - - - - - - - - Past PrtSidtnt
DR. C. N. MOORE - - - - - Dirtetor Ont Ytar
l\1RS. JAY C. jEXKS - - - - Dirtctor Two Yi'ars
MRS. JESSIE POOLE - - - - Dirtctor Thra Yi'ars'

HONORARY VICE-PRESIDENTS

MRS. HENRY H. BUXTO:i - - - - Peabody, Mass.
MRs. LEE KRAUSS - - - - - - \Vynnewood, Pa.
MRs. JOHN G. CLARK - - - - San Diego, Calif.
MRs. EMMA M. CARLETON- - - - Berkeley, Calif.
FRED \VILLARD - - - - - - - Pasadena, Calif.

To Be-Or Not To Be
This Is No Question!

By Your' Editor

. If we do, we are safe, if we don't
we'll be sorry-and possibly worse. Of
course, it would be foolish indeed, to
tear down lathhouses, muslin shelters,
tear down trees that are all important
and take so many years to grow to shel-
ter us, and pull up shrubs, in order to
make more open-sunshine ground avail-
able in which to grow vegetables. We

need the shade garden with all its co)'or-
ful beauty as much as we need the fruit,
greens and root vegetables, and we must
not be rash. Anyone, however, who has
the space, and the time, surely is out of
balance and out 6f the running-in the
preservation of our resources, of our
freedom, 01,1r good health '~nd self de-
fense if he is not making' good use of
the opportunity of helping himself and
his country. ,

. .
. .

VICTORY .DEPENDS ON EACH
OF US INDIVIDUALLY-NOT ON
OUR NEIGHBOR'S EFFORTS, BUT
OURS!
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The tall plant in the middle is B. Tem-
plini: It is 59 inches tall. At left is B.
manicata au rea maculata, in front of it
is one" of its offspring, hardly as big
as one of its- leaves, but with two flower

clusters. On the right is B. haageana-
3 feet' across. In the front centre is
Rex Lord Palmerston more than 3 feet
across with some leaves 15 inches, and
more in length.

THAT DEUGHTFUL DISEASE
By PHILIP MALCOLM POST

Worcester, Mass.

well together, so the greenhouse is dom-
inantly begonian, while the geraniums
for the most part have to spend the win-
ter in various places in the house.

Now I am in grave and imminent dan-
ger of having to go commercial to sup-
port my collection. A small lathhouse
I built last year will relieve the situation
when warm weather comes, but I know
very well I can't even begin to house
my plants next fall if I keep only one
of a kind, and heaven only knows to
what proportions their numbers will,

grow by that time. I have a lot of new
ones coming soon, and in the fall I like
to take in the beautiful tuberous ones

(Continued on page 83)

A
CQUIRING and growing begon-

ias is a particularly virulent and
, incurable sort of contagion, I've

certainly got it for keeps. Three
years ago my entire collection consisted
of four kinds of semperflorens, President
Carnat, and Weltoniensis, crowded with
numerous other things in a window-
greenhouse. That summer I decided to
solve the problem of growing space for

, all time, and':'biiilt an 81f2xl61f2 foot lean-
to greenhouse. For a time I grew any-
thing and everything, and made Ibts of
mistakes, but I gradually got to, special-
izing, so that nc:>w the bulK Q'f my plants
are of two groups, both dangerously con-
tagious-begonias and geraniums (sweet-
scented and unusual). They don't go
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LATHHOUSE CONSTRUCTION
by ALFRED D. ROBINSON, Dec.-Lately of Point Lorna, Calif.

The following is an extract from On two occasions 1 have been the re-I
Chambers Encyclopedia printed in l870 cipient of voluntary offerings of seed and
and is quoted to show what a long way plants from the Phillipines. Of the plants
we have come since then: nothing, but seed of two species arrived

"The order (Begoniaceae) contains under number. One of these grew but
about l60 known species all of which proved to be a small shrubby thing with
have pink flowers. They are almost trop- insignificant white flowers, and I went
ical plants, and some of them are often no further with it.
to be seen. in British hotho~ses, but a The U. S. Government at Washin ton
small species ascends the Himalaya to I

. .
g

I II ' 00 f f
.

h
a so expressed a desire to help me III my

at east, ,:1 eet, 0 ten growlllg on t e .
trunks of trees. The leaves of Begonias

search. fo.r more ~nd bett~r Begomas
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'

h
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and said It would mstruct Its explorer~

ave a re IS tlllge t e eaves an b
'I d '

.
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to e on the look out for members of
'voung stems are succu ent an aCI an

I'
.

F
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.

b' B T b d
t liS family. rom tIlls lead came one

t lOse 0
'.

ala anca, . u erosa, an specimen, Chinese, and when I unpacked
other species are used as pot-herbs or th d

.
d

.
I I h d I d f. . . e ne speCimen, aug e a ou or

III tarts. The JUICY stalks of a large spe- .t W Id t
.

t E. .. . . I as my 0 es acqualll ance, <van-
c1es. found. III Slkklm at an eleva~lOn siana, the hardy tuberous, native to a
of five or SIX thousand feet are mentlOn- wI' de a ea ' the O

.
t I th

.
tr In nen. n my you I

cd by Dr. Hooker as employed to make grew in a tub just inside the front of
a pleasant aCid s~uce. ThIs and the .small my hom~, and with the tuberous and
Himalayan species alrea?y ment~oned bedding type, formed the only three Be-
would probably succeed III the chmate gonI

'
as I ever sa

'
t

'
C t. . W In my na lve oun y

?f Bn~alll. ~he roots .of some a~e used of Norfolk. '
III theIr natIve countnes as astnngents

I
and some of the Mexican species are

am sure I have now ta~en ~p more

used as drastic purgatives."
space than the law ~Ilows III this anec-

To finish with authorities, Bailey's d?tal detour and will try to be more

E I d
. .

Th A
. ,

B
. direct

ncyc ope Ja IS e mencan egoma .

Bible and contains a good article on Rex Professor Baily called the Begonias,

Begonia culture signed with the name of "one of the most interesting and diyersi-
a horticulturist internationally known in fied of all the families of ornamentals."

other fields; years ago he visited my (l quote him to give a tinge of authority

gardens and I queried him on Begonias to this literary ramble.) It certainly is
saying I had read his article in Bailey's varied fro~ ~very point of view. It em-

and he said "I don't know anything braces vanetIes that are scandent and

about Begonias", however some one did others that are veritable trees with

who wrote The Rex article. everything between. ln foliage, it ranges

I have also a pamphlet by E. D. Mer- ~s far, from the fern-like foliosa to the

rill describing 59 species of Begonia na- Immense leaves of the Rex. In bloom

tive to the Philippine Islands. It has a every color and shade except blue, and

pink cover but the sight of it makes my here, size ~s as varied as. are the leaves.
face red for it is couched in such super- M?reover It has a ,blooming season. cov-

botanical language that I can't under- en~g the whole year. There are Winter,

stand a word of it which is all the more spnng, and fall bloomers. The tuberous

aggravating because it includes a Begon- ,are frank imitators and among their

ia robinsoni (notice the small "r'.' in blooms can be found counterparts of

robinson i). I have made marginal trans- c~melias, r~ses, peonies, carnations, pop-

lations of a lot of the adjectives but pies, daffodils, etc.

even then cannot get a picture of the For many years, following the intro-
plant. The reader may be better equipped duction of the first Begonias in l777,
so to give him a chance I quote. "B. rob- their culture centered in France, Ger-
insoni is suffrutescent, dentate, glabrous, many, and England, but since the open-
pubescent, apiculate, acuminate, axillary, ing of this century, with little exception,
fasciculate, reticulate, trincate," - but these countries have concentrated on the
what is the use! Anyone who can speak tuberous and small bedding type and thej
this kind of language won't have both- hub of Begonia culture has shifted to
ered to read this far. California, where climate and the lath-

/ Page 72 THE Br:G('tf~AN



house have combined to make them hap-
py.

I should like here to pay tribute to
some of the early growers of the Begon-
ias in California, and among the first I
must place Mrs. Ed. Waite of San Diego,
whose experience with them goes back
into the last century, I remember very
distinctly getting from her my first Cor-
allina Delucerna, an astounding six foot
plant in a small six inch box. Not long
before this variety had been in troduced
to the States by Gause and Co. of Rich-
mond, Indiana, and among my authori-
ties I should have mentioned the illus-
trated catalogues of this firm put out in
the nineties, and in' which I found the
long sought origin of this Begonia to be
referred to later. Mrs. Waite, who still
retains her love of Begonias at a ripe
Qld age, fired others with her enthusi-
asm. Mrs. W. L. Fevert was a conspicu-
ous example and to her and her husband
we owe the development of the back
yard into the intimate out-door garden.
From the living room one entered a
glass house and outside it went into a
series of lathhouses which had served as
stables and out-houses. The open spaces
were delightfully treated. Another grow-

fr conspicuously successful was M rs,
Orrell Fleetwood, who grew the Lucerna
seedling "Orrell." When Mrs. Fleetwood
changed her residence I bought her Be-
gonias and their influence on my collec-
tion is very marked even today. Mrs.
Fleetwood had a very wonderful speci-
men of the trailing Begonia Glaucophyl-
la Scandens, running over a mound and
one day a greenhouse man from the pub-
lic Park of a neighboring city came to
see it and asked if he might have a few
cuttings, a request at once granted. The
next, day she was away from horne in
the morning and when she returned at
noon found that three quarters of her
large B. Scan dens had gone away in a
suitcase in the guise of a few cuttings.
This was the origin of the lock on the
Fleetwood Lathhouse, Mrs. Fleetwood
also raised our first B. Ecuadoriensis
from seed produced by Miss K. O. Ses-
sions. Miss Sessions had a correspond-
ent in Ecuador to whom she wrote for
seed and that is how Ecuadoriensis
came to California. Here it has never at-
tained the dimensions claimed for it in
its native land.
,

I now move
V en tura where
herd specializes

out of San Diego to
Mrs. Theodosia Shep-
in Begonias and one

of her achievements alone, the intro-
duction of Marjorie' Daw, should en-
shrine her memory in the hearts of all
Begonia devotees. It is a common oc-
currence that a person's fame rests on
a twisted tradition and so it is with
Mrs. Shepherd who is now widely known
as a developer of Petunias. As a matter
of fact it was her daughter Mrs. Francis
who worked with Petunias, and her
mother, Mrs. Shepherd, was a Begonia
devotee. This will no doubt be disputed
but my informant was Mrs. Francis her-
self, and early in the century I bought
many Beg~nias from Mrs. Shepherd, a
number of Lucerna seedlings under
names, but they were not sufficiently
different to survive.

Then there was Mrs. Bullard 01 Los
Angeles, who always would have the
variety one could not find anywhere else
and was most generous in sharing, and
Dr, Arthur Houghton whose botanical
knowledge was so great that when he
visited my lathhouse I went to meet
him, like a school boy painfully aware
of lack of equipment to face the coming
examination, Dr. Houghton made me
nervous, he changed the names of my
plants so often that he upset the family
entente. It was reputed that he had all
Begonia knowledge boxed up in a card
index but afterwards specialized in
Cactus and Succulents. There were
probably others who should be on this
honor roll but I did not contact them.
Among' those whose acquaintance I
made later on, must be mentioned Mrs.
Eva Gray of Pacific Beach whose Nellie
Bly and Diadema ,seedlings are very
much worthwhile. Mrs. Gray also got
out a Begonia Book doing all the print-

(Continued on page 74)

4024 Pacific Coast Hwy.
Walteria. Calif.

BEGONIAS
Tuberous. Rex. Fibrous and Bedding

FUCHSIAS
NERINES

HOUSE PLANTS

VISITORS WELCOME
Near Redondo Beach, Highway 101
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RAMBLINGS-Physical and Otherwise
By JACK L. BAILY

EI Monte, Calif.

On Thursday April lst, Dr. Lauder
and your humble servant attcnded thc
meeting of thc Orange County Branch
at Santa Ana. Again we were enthusi-
astically received and heard a splendid
talk on hanging baskets by Mrs, Floy
L. Rinehart of Rinehart Gardens in
Santa Ana. Mrs. Rinehart knows her
baskets and her Bcgonias. From Santa'
Ana we returncd with another fine con-
tribution to the Robinson Memorial.

At the April mecting of the Board it
was decided that the officers and Direc-
tors would attend the next meetinge of
the Inglewood Branch on May l3th.
You realize of course that with the re-
strictions on gasoline and rubber it is
increasingly difficult for your officers to
visit the various Branches. It is our de-
sire, however, to meet personally as
many of you as we can and we shall dc-
vote the remainder of the year in rcach~
ing as many Branches as it is humanly
possible. -,

I would like to take this opportunity
to gratefully thank each and everyone
of you who have been so helpful in thel
past few months. It has been a trying
time and your cncouragement and faith
have been the only things that have car-
ried us on. It is impossible for me to
write to each one of you individually
and I trust you will accept this as a per-
sonal "THANKS" from me to you.

Weare going into the second half of
the year and must begin to look toward
our Annual Meeting. Now is the time
to start to train those plants for the
Show and now is the time to begin to
lay plans to be in El Monte this Fall.

Again let me express to each of you
my appreciation for your support, help-
fulness, confidence and co-operation.

(Q)
N SUN DA Y, March 28th, your
Presiden t, accompanied by Dr.
Lauder, Past President Neels,
NIr. and Mrs. Ralph Davis,

Betty Powell, Dr. Lauder's sister Mrs.
Gripp and Mrs. Baily, journied to San
Dicgo to attend a joint meeting of the
Branches in that district. The meeting
was held at Rosecroft Gardens in a most
appropriatc setting of Begonias and Wis-
teria. Mrs. Clark, who acted as Chair-
man, with 1'1rs, Robinson and all of the
mcmbers present were most gracious
and cordial.

To your president's surprise no pro-
gram had bcen arranged. The Chair-
man introduced your president and turn-
ed the meeting over to him. We con-
sumed considerable time in trying to cx-
plain the work of the Board of Directors
of the A. B. S., thc writer being very

'ably assisted by Mr. Neels and Dr. Lau-
der. A visit was made to Montalvo
Gardens and Dr Lauder was the recip-
ient of numerous specimen plants for
the Robinson Memorial. Each member
of the visiting party who made the trip
was exceedingly happy at the reception
accordcd thc group and for thc generous
contributions to the display in Lincoln
Park, Los Angeles, Calif.

LATHHOUSE CONSTRUCTION
(Continucd from page 73)

ing job hersclf and has been a regular
contributor of interesting items to the
Floral press.

In the nineties I was a constant visi-
tor to the Siever's glasshouses at the
foot of Van Ness Avenue in San Fran-
cisco, 'where were good Rexes and a
special strain of tuberous. The tuberous
were loosely double but held their
blooms erect and had excellent branch-
ing habit, and I should be happy to
have some of thcm today. These made
a grand exhibit in the summer in the
Conservatory in Golden Gate Park.

With the organization of the Ameri-
can Begonia Society and its ever in-
creasing number of branches, many
note-worthy amateur hybridizers have
appeared; but theirs is a story of an-
other generation, with its new hybrids
and improved Lathhouses, making the
raising of Bcgonias, indeed, a "Royal
Hobby."

SOUTH AFR I CAN FLOWERS
Small quantities seed fresh shipment

direct from famous Collector
Charieis heterophylla: B est of Blue

Daisies, deep blue center, annual, 6-9
inches; each pkt. , , ,25c

Heliophila crithmifolia: sheet of soft blue
for dry bank or slopes, annual, 9 - 12
inches; each pkt.. , , , 25c
Please add postage, and in California,

3% tax,
MAEIA WILKES

158 So. Oxford Ave.. Los Angeles. Calif.
.1"
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Cuttings
Tuberous Begonia

By FERD P. NEELS

. Why propagate Tuberous Begonias

from cuttings when they are readily pro-
pagated from seed?

The answer to the question is that
out of the many seedlings that are
grown there is always an outstanding
plant that one does not want to lose
during the resting season or of losing
the tuber during the growing season.

When the tubers have grown 6-8 in-
ches high the tip may be cut above a
joint with a narrow and sharp penknife.
Having taken the cutting it should be
inserted in a three inch pot in a mixture
of. equal parts of leafmold and sand.
(N ever plant a wilted cutting) The pot
should then be placed in a propagating
frame or your favorite spot where you
start your cuttings; a temperature of
about seventy degrees is about the tem-
perature they like.

In about four weeks the cuttings will
be rooted. At this time they can be pot-
ted into a larger pot. Some of the first
cuttings will make blooming plants this

fall; they 'will all produce tubers of ir-
regular shape.

It is possible to strike cuttings until
early autumn, the later cuttings being
left to ripen their tubers in the pots in
which they are stuck.

FIBROUS-These plants are. now
making satisfactory growth. If you do
not want them to grow too tall during
the summer they can be cut 'back, now,
that the danger' of frosty nights has
passed. If your cuttings were started in
sand get them into some good rich soil.

SEMPERFLORENS-Set out seed-
lings and pinch back if they have be-
come leggy.

REX-These plants are begging to be
repotted now. Use as small a pot as pos-
sible as this forces the growth to the top.
They like good drainage so use a porous
soil. If you want more of some favorite
plant start some leaf cuttings. This is
the most popular method of propagation
-cut the leaf in wedge shaped pieces
with the point of the wedge just below
the vein junction and insert in flat of
leafmold about 1/2 inch. Do not plant
these straight up, but at a slight angle,
as the small plants come from the bot-
tom part of the wedge. Keep warm and
moist, but not too wet.

Special Design
Gavel for A. B. S.

Reported by MARIA WILKES
Los Angeles, Calif.

. When Mr. Baily, President the A. B.

S" called the Board meeting to order on
April l2th, he was much surprised to be
interrupted immediately by Mr. A. E.
Nelson, who got to his feet and com-
manded, atten tion by well chosen words
in the presentation of a particularly suit-
able and very well built gavel to the
President. This gavel was designed and
made by Mr. Carl Crouch of the Semi-
Tropic Fruit Exchange, of Sun kist Bldg.,
Los Angeles, Calif. The form is a little
pot with a handle attached. The head is
made of Apricot wood and the handle of
California Greasewood, both beautifully
polished to show the attractive grain of
the woods. Mr. Baily in accepting the
gavel for the American Begonia Society,
responded with a warm appreciation and
proceeded to use the symbol of authority
through the ensuing meeting.,

It was unanimously decided at this
meeting that all Presidents of the Amer-
ican Begonia Society be automatically
made life members of the Society upon
retiring from the Presidency, as a little
mark of grateful acknowledgement of a
year's faithful service to the Society. Mr.
Dyckman is already a life-member, and
to the list we shall now add: Messrs,
Dr. W. N. Casely, Frank Harrison, Ferd
P. Neels.

. Are you using a novel idea to boost
your branch finances? Tell us about it?

. Too many gardeners have a fault they
do not realize. When watering potted
plants, they apply enough water to sat-
urate the soil. Any excess water drains
through the soil and leaches the nour-
ishment from the plant. As Tuberous
Begonias are heavy feeders, much
growth can be impaired, as well as cause
a disturbance of the bloom in so doing.

Courtesy The Begoniagram, Long Beach

Page, 7S



FANCf -LEAVED CALADIUMS

II
N THE last issue of the Begonian,

I gavc the names and a short de-
scription of a few of my favorite
Fancy-Leaved Caladiums, The fol-

lowing are some more which I like very
much and which can be obtained from
most of the dealers handling Fancy-
Leaved Caladium bulbs.

Itacapus. Entire leaf dark red of a
rust shade; Narrow border with red dot-
tings.

John Peed. Shining bright metallic
red center on moss-green ground.

Lord Derby. Transparent rosc with
dark ribs and narrow green edgc.

Mary Queen of Scots. Mottled dark
green and grayish green; maroon ribs;
spotted scarlet.

Mrs. Edith E. Mead.__ Erect snow-
whitc leaf (not transparent) with red
ribs and narrow green edge.

Mrs. Sanders. Roundish, dark grcen
leaf heavily blotched transparent deep
rose.

Macahyba. Dark moss-grecn leaf pro-
fusely spotted lilac; heavy scarlet ribs.

With proper feeding and forcing, thc
Caladiums are very prolific, producing a
large number of beautifully colored
leaves which may be used for bouquets
or flower arrangemcnts. '-'Vhen the stems
are placed in water, the leaves will last
anywhere from a few days to three or
four weeks. I recently gave some leaves
tQ a lady who told me that they lasted
five and six wceks. She said she occa-
sionally changed the water and would
cut a little off the end of the stem every
few days.

Care should be takcn when picking
the leaves that vou do not cut the stem
so low down that you will cut a new
leaf which might be coming from the
base of thc stem. I never cut a stem
until the new leaf starts to show. Some-
times thc ncw leaves might bc fully ma-

MRS. HUMPHREY'S GARDEN

INVITES YOU
Begonias, Fuchsias, Camellias, and many

other shade loving plan Is
Shrubs and rose bushes

521 West Longden Avenue
Arcadia. California

By HAROLD W. HART
Glendale, Calif.

tured at which time the two stems will
start to separate, and it is very easy to
cut the old leaf with a long stem with,-
out disturbing the new growth. Cutting
the leavcs does not seem to hurt the
plant in any way. nor will it injure the
bulb for the next season's growth.

In a dry climate such as we have here
in California, you will have difficuJty in
keeping cut Caladium leaves the same
as you have when growing the plant.
That is, during dry weather, the leaves
will have a tendency to wilt down and
will remain that way until moisture is
added artificially. Sometimes during a
dry day the leaves will show a tcndency
to wilt, and if there is an increased hu-
midity in the air during the night the
leaves will revive. If the leaves wilt,
you can take them and wrap thcm up in
wet newspaper. The best way to do
this is to wet the newspaper and lay ii
out flat, and then take the leaves, several
leaves at a time, lay them out on the
newspaper with the stems parallel to each
other, roll them up inside the newspac
per, placc the stems in water and let
them stand packed up like that over-
night. The next morning the leaves willi
be bright and perky without any appear-
ance of wilt. I have taken a vase con-
taining leaves that have wilted and have
placed them in my hot house which has
a high humidity with the ventilators
closed and in a very short timc, the
leaves will brisk up and look just as
good as ever.

Sometimes through the year the leaves'
will 'seem to last for days and show no
tendency towards wilting but just the
minute we have an extra dry day, the
leaves will show it and have a tendency
to droop. '

If you are growing a number of dif-
ferent varicties of ,Caladiums, picking
one or two leaves from each Caladium
and placing them together in a vase
makes a very colorful bouquet. I have
seen some vcry beautiful flower arrange-
ments in which Caladium leaves have
bene used. The leaves may be cut and
arranged in different designs and the va-
rious usages for this purpose is only lim-
ited by the originality of the arranger.

. How many new members have joined
your branch thi;"v~ar?
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Branch News pictures in color of the beautiful old
gardens of thc old South. All who have

San Francisco Branch: We are glad to secn ~hcse pict~rcs have acco.rd~d them

hear from Mr. Harry F. O'Donnell, Sec- the highest praise. A treat IS III store

retary of this branch that not cvcn anti- for members and guests.

aircraft practice deters membcrs from The Bellflower Branch:.. Regretful
attending the regular meetings. In order news is heard from this Branch. Mr.
that the newer members may keep up Teaney has had to rcsign his office as
with the work and attendant joys in the President of the Branch, as he has to bc
shade garden. Part of the program was away from Bellflowcr. He has been a
dedicated to Begonias, of course, but most valuable leader throughout .the im-
the greater part of the evening, attentive mediate community the while maintain-
listeners marked every word Mr. Ray ing a business in the town of Bellflower
Milani had to say on Victory Gardening. where hc will be grately misscd, as well
Mr. Milani is Superintendent of School as in thc surrounding communities,
grounds for the Board of Education of whcre he found many things to do.
the City and County of San Francisco The May meeting will take place in
and Director of Victory Gardcn activi- thc home of Mrs. ZoJa Jump, 1159 Palm
tics for School Children, besidcs being St., Bellflower, on the first Tuesday.
a m~ster ?f his subject. This !3ran?h San Gabriel Valley Branch: Officcrs
consldcrs Itself really fortunatc In stili f th

O
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It. . . . 0 IS group ave Ia some I leu y

bCIng able to hold ItS monthly meetmgs, .
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I. . mInIng a air y e ml c p ace In w IC 1particularly as they are held In the So-
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d d th ]I.". . ~ 0 mee, u now I IS eCI e e lay

cia I Hall of the President, Mrs. I aula t
. .

11 b 1 Id ' th FELLOW. mec mg WI e Ie In c -
Schoenholz where they enJo~ every mo- SHIP HALL at the Presbyterian
ment and are able to entertaIn membcrs Ch h 304 E V II BI d EI Mo t

II
. . .

h f h d
urc , . a cy v., n e

as we as vlsltor~ Wit r~ res mcnts.an
for May 28th, 1943 (Fourth Friday). Mr.

follow through with fun In the drawIngs'
D

.
N t" I R t t" t Id

of plant matcrial donated by the mem-
aVIS, a IOna ep.resen a Ive, 0 us

b KEEP 'EM GROWING i thcir
that he March. meetIng was one of the

ers,
..

f . S most encouragIng they had had for some
slogan: which IS. equally appltcablc to time. Thcre were many visitors with a
Begomas as to Victory Gardcns. very fine attendance of membcrs, and

Inglewood: The May meeting will bc they were looking forward to a particu-
held at the Woman's Club in Inglcwood. larly instructive and intcrcsting mecting
THE SECOND THURSDAY in the in April.
month, May 13th, at 8 P. M. . . . Note Hollywood Branch: T h

I' 0 ugh the
thc changc of evcning and timc-which courtesy and initiative of the Hon. John
was found to be the best timc to suit Anson Ford, Supervisor, and the inde-
thc majorit~ of the mem~ers. No~od'y fatigable Mrs. Vcra-May Lcwis, Director
wants to miSS thesc meetIngs, yet It IS of Plummer Park, members of this
difficult to suit everyone, since so many Branch and the Hollywood Garden Club
membcrs are engaged in various im- as well as thc apartment dwellers of the
portant activities: Mr. Fcrd Neels, Past community, a splendid Victory Garden
Presidcnt will speak ,and no matter project is being carricd on in this old,
what his subject, he is sure to bc inter- historic and attractive little PARK. Mrs.
esting. As the members of thc National Jay C. Jenks, mcmber of both Clubs
Board arc anxious to visit all the mentioned, is vcry activc in the actual
Branchcs within their limitcd powers guidance of the gardcners,
when possiblc, arrangements arc being The Hollywood Branch will cnjoy a
madc to club together and attend this visit from ,Mrs. "Cactus Pete" as speak-
mceting en masse, if possible. er of the evcning on May l3th, the sub-

Glendale Branch: After the side trips ject, of coursc, will bc: Epiphyllums.
into Victory Gardening and last month Judge Pope, a mcmbcr and an authority
into thc land of sunny flowers, the old on Avocados, will also speak at this
fashioned, fragrant and eternally attrac- time, with a view to helping home gard-
tivc Carnation, this Branch will return eners produce a bctter crop of the lus-
to thc first love, the enduring Begonias cious and valuable fruit this year and
and thcir companions in thc shade-gar- :onwards. This Branch is mimeograph-
den. The speaker will be Mr. Chester, ing highlights of the speaker's subjccts,
Baake, who will also ,how his very fine,' (Continued on page 84)
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New Varieties of Begonia

W
HO does' not know Begonia

incarnata, that old plant that
one finds in nearly all green-
houscs, not only because it

blooms freely-t'he flowers are a pale
,rose-but because of the abundant bloom
which lasts from December to January?
Struck by the resourccs that onc could
draw for ornamenting the grcenhouse
and for providing the market, and above
all for making bouquets, from a plant
which flourishes at a time when flowers
are as precious as they are rare; if one
only could succeed in making the colors
deeper and purer, M. Schmitt, horticul-
turist, has had the happy idea of hybri-
dizing this species with tuberous var-
ieties of deeper color. Not only has he
succeeded, but the result has surpassed
his hopes. The colors obtained are very
remarkable: onc may find again perfect-
ly, those of B. sedeni, B. E, Deconnink,
B. Corallina, etc. as one can see by those
in the illustration which are only three
varieties of the eight which he obtained.
1 B. Fanny Giron, 2 Mme. Thibaut, 3
B, Caroline Schmitt. It is a new, and
without doubt, a very fruitful road open-
ed to a genus already so rich. In fact,
in the fall, when the large, brilliant flow-
ers of the tuberous begonias disappear
from the gardens, one finds them again
as brilliant in the greenhouses, and prob-
ably very soon, by repeated hybridizing
we shall obtain varieties as la'rge as
those which we find in the tuberous be-
gonias. And undoubtedly we shall wel-
come a series of remarkable varieties
when M. Schmitt releases them to com-
merce, which will take a worthy place
among the little group of plants which
flourish in the winter such as: camellias,
azaleas, heather, etc.

The new introductions of M. Schmitt,
as well as those established by different
growers who have set a high standard
in flowers, have in part, kept the char-
acters of the foliage markings and the
manner of growth; some subjects, which
are nevertheless, better branched, with
thicker foliage appear to have much
greater strength, The only obvious dif-
ference exists in the flowering, which in-
stead of lasting a relatively short time,
1ike the species, is prolonged during the
greater part of the winter.
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Incarnata
REVUE HORTICOLE, 1875

By E. A. CARRIER~
(Translation)

The flowers are borne in clusters and
do not fall as easily as most of the other
species of varieties of begonias; their
shortest duration is from l2-l4 days, so
that the same cluster is full of flowers
for more than a month. As to culture, it
is exactly like that of B. incarnata; a
well moderated greenhouse, a place near
the glass and little water in winter. If
one grows it in the open ground, it's vig-
or is much greater, the flowering more
abundant and the flowers are also larger
and more beautiful. The freshness and
transparency of the coloring of this nov-
elty makes description very difficult; so
we content ourselves by describing brief-
ly those varieties shown here: they will
be released to, commerce, with ,some
others, this coming May, by M. Schmitt,
horticul tmist at Lyons.

No. 1. Mme. Fanny Giron. A vigorous
plant, clusters held well above the foli-
age and formed of l2-l5 flowers of deep
orange-scarlet.

No.2. Mme. Thibaut. A dwarf _plant,
well branched, with many flowers about
4 centimeters in diameter, of a clear sal.
mon color.

No.3. Caroline Schmitt. A dwarf plant,
of good form and carriage, the large
flowers 4-5 centimeters in diameter, of
the purest white in the greenhouse, light-
ly tinted with rose when exposed to the
air.

'Besides the varieties shown here, M.
Schmitt has obtained a number of others,
equally meritorious, which have - been
judged as worthy as those herein des-
cribed and which will be released to
commerce at the same time iri the com-
ing month of May: They are: M. Victor
Lemoine, M. L. Van Houtte, M. William
Butl, M. de Bouchard de Bussy, and M.
Henry Truchot.

1936

N ow let us read what Arthur Bessie
Buxton says about this particular Be-
gonia in her book 'BEGONIAS,an,q,
How To Grow Them" (by courtesy ~rrid"
permission of The Massachusetts Horti-
cultural Society).

Incarnata, brought fro'Tl Mexico in
l822, is more interesting for its children
than for itself. It is a tall, shrubby p~ant,
with very delicately shaped leaves wHch
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Courtesy

The Curtis Magazine

l-MME. FANNY GIRON
2-MME. THIBAUT 3-CAROLINE SCHMITT
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are long, slender and pointed, with ser-
rate edges, rather a light green and quite
thin. The pale, pink flowers are small.
It is much like B. polyantha, also from
Mexico, B. incarnata, var. sandersi is a
much handsomer plant, tall and shrubby,
with leaves six inches long and rose-pink
flowers nearly two inches across. This
variety was produced thirty years ago
by Charles Sanders, gardener to Profes-
sor Sargent, first Director of the Arnold
Arboretum. No attempt was made to
market it and it remained in the hands
of a few private gardeners who grew it
for cut flowers, because it was a free
bloomer.

One of the gardeners told me he
thought it was produced by "Old Charlie
Sanders," but could not tell me whether
he was still living. After many inquiries
I found him at the ripe old age of nine-
ty-one, still engaged in his life-long oc-
cupation of gardening, A little old man,
with bushy white beard, like a benevol-
ent Santa Claus, he sat transplanting
seedlings of a new everbearing straw-
berry. In his garden he proudly showed
me choice Rhododendrons he had grown
from seed collected in the garden of the
Grand Lama in Lhassa, Thibet and Ere-
mums from Persian seed. Every plant
he knew and loved but wondered, sadly,
what would become of them when he
was gone, for his family considered them
just so much "trash." When he was
shown the photograph of the Begonia
which now bears his name (unofficially)
he hesitated no longer than a man half
his age. "Begonia incarnata," he said,
"Oh, yes, I worked on that more than
thirty years ago. I noticed one plant in
a batch of incarnata seedlings that had
somewhat larger flowers than usual. I
grew that plant to perfection and planted
seed from it. Again, I chose the best
plant in that generation for seed and, so
continued until I was satisfied with leaf,
flower and blooming qualities. I haven't
seen it for years. I did not keep it, but
gave it to the boys that wanted to grow
it for mid-Winter cut flowers." Stock is
still scarce.

WILLiAM ROSS
BEGONIA GARDENS

SPECIALIZING IN REXES
A Little Off the Beaten Path but -Well Worth the Effort

1824 Los Encinas
Member A,B,S,

Glendale
Citrus 1.22 I 0

REX Weekly
Lunch Formula

by A. E. RIPPEY
Los Angeles, Calif.

. The phrase "lunch on. liquid "cow"
sweetened up with different assortments
of commercial and liquid stimulation"
called forth some requests for further
elucidation.

I am perfectly willing to ,share any and
all' of my meagre knowledge of Begonia
culture with Begonian enthusiasts. As
you note in your letter, I wrote in the
January issue on Begonia magnifica, I
sweetened up the liquid cow with various
assortments of commercial and liquid
stimulation. This perhaps did sound a lit-
tle mysterious. Liquid cow, as you know,
is very low in nitrogen, averaging only
9 lbs. to the ton of dried manure. Bv
the time you get this in liquid form, you
can see the nitrogen content of the liquid
is quite low. In Rexes we are striving
for foliage and nitrogen being a foliage
builder, I kept this in mind when fer-
tilizing. For each 10 quarts of liquid cow
each week, I added one-half teaspoonful
of nitrate of soda,- or one-half teaspoon
of potassium nitrate, and occasionally a
weak solution of urea for' its hormone
content. Once in a while a weak solu-
tion Likwid-Gro.

This fertilizing also gave excellent re-
sults with a Fire Flush, a picture which
may appear later in the Begonian.

Note, though, do not use the above on
your maidenhair ferns, as I 'did, and have
most of the fronds lying down outside
the pot,-"they just can't take it."

NEW VEGETABLES
1943 AII.American Selections

Cucumber ~larlwtcr-dark green, uniform; productive.
Pole Bean Potomac-tender stringless pods; prolific.
Tomato .Jubilee--golden-orange. meaty. mildlflavored.
Bush Lima Cangreen-tcnder. tasty evergreen beans.
Pepper Early. Pimiento-sweet thick flesh; very earh'.
Pkts. each 15c All for 650 Double-pkts. 250.

BETTER GARDENS 2~:nHM~~in~~OC~[f.ve
"Seeds That Make Them So"

BEGONIA COLLECTION,
SIX LARGE PLANTS - $2,50

Medora, diadema, glaucophylla, Unde'
mille, Prunifolia and Loma Alta,

Begonia luxurians, large plant. ea., $3.00
GREEN TREE FLOWER GARDENS
5343 Greene Street, Germantown,

Philadelphia, Penna.
"EASTERN HOME OF HARE BEGONIAS"
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Notes By the Artist
By ALICE M. CLARK

San Diego, Calif.
. Thanks to Mr. Whitaker for correct-
ing my mistake in the February issue,
where I described one of the probable
parents of begonia, "Mrs. Scripps" as
Scharffi, instead of Scharffiana, which
is the plant I had in mind. My excuse
is that I was leaning over backwards to
use the names as authenticated bv Mrs.
Krauss but for some reason I thot
Scharffiana, instead of Haageana, was
properly called, Scharffi. It is sad that
the same mistake occured again in the
March issue, regarding the parent of
Pink Neely Gaddis. Will all good Be-
gonians hasten to correct my deplorable
error, please?

I am glad the portrait of B. Mrs. Fred
Scripps was made in February. The stem
of that little bud in my sketch has shot
up and branched out more than half as
wide as the plant and burst forth into
thousands of tiny pink blossoms. In ad-
dition there is a second panicle of bloom
almost in full flower. I am sure 1 would
never have had the courage to attempt
to draw the sky-rocket effect they make.

May I explain that I became interest-
ed in making these begonia sketches be-
cause of the appeal of isolated individ-
uals who had no feasible way to identi-
fy their plants. It seemed onJy fair that,
living as I am fortunate enough to do,
in the midst of a Begonia Paradise, I
should try to share my advantages with
others.

It is unfortunate that I am not a year
ahead with my drawings so they could
be used on, the same page, when they
are described by expert growers and hy-
bridists in these columns. The artist
must depict the plants when they are in
their perfection of growth and bloom
which does not always coincide with the
time of a nomenclature article. I started
out to describe the local'hybrids in pen
and ink, partly because they were the nu-
cleus of the collection in the A. D.' R.
Memorial, and Mr. Robinson's inspira-
tion was the source of my interest, and
partly to act as historian to these varie-
ties which are also pretty well-known
the country over.

I trust the readers will consider the
"blurb" that accompanies my sketches,
just as a "curtain-riser" to the real de-

scription the proper authorities will give
in these pages later. My word pictures
are those of the movie-fan in admiration
of the Star of the Month, to whom she
is all glamour and quite without fault.
I like to give a bit of family background
because it is always fun to figure which
side of the house she takes after and I
mention her sponsor to add a touch of
human in teres\.

'1'hi3 month I have chosen Morgana,
another of our San Diego hybrids, be-
cause it is particularly handsome right
now. 1t is a member of the hairy fib-
rou" group and was produced by Henry
Morgan or Pacific Beach, about 1937. He
raised Begonias as a hobby in his spare
time and is also responsible for the one
we know as Morgan's Haageana, con-
sidered by some to be better than the
old original. Mr. Morgan had trouble
with salt-water seepage in his garden,
so had to give up raising Begonias, a
Joss to him and us, both. The plant of
my sketch stands about twenty-seven
inches above the pot, but in the ground,
where Mrs. Fewkes raises it, its growth
is amazing. She will describe it soon.

. Please do send in material to reach
the' Editor not later than the tenth of
the month.
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Keeping An 0111Promise
Rex: Begonias
By ELLA MARGUERITE FEWKES,

San Diego, Calif.

. About a year and a half ago I prom-

ised Ferd Neels I would write about
Begonias. A lot of water has gone under
the bridge since then. Always had the
excuse I was too busy, but now I cannot
fall back on that and the finger has been
put on me, so here I am you poor people.

First I wish to give credit to Mrs.
Helen Krauss for without her co-opera-
tion I would not be able to give you the
origin of many of these varieties and I
am sure it makes it that much more in-
teresting to know just where the crit-
ters came from.

Secondly my descriptions are as they
grow at the Montalvo Garden. Colors
will vary in different localities especially
where they have to be grown in darker
places, under glass or crowded together
where they do not get an even distri-
bution of light.

There is a most important factor to
be considered for the sturdy healthy
growth of your Begonias and that is
food and they don't need ration cards
either, Now isn't that something. If you
ate pic, candy and cake what would hap-
pen? Poor health. H.ight. Just like us
humans, plants need a balanced food and
you won't find it in quick acting fertil-
izers-I mean something you shoot to
them every two weeks or so. \-Vhat they
do best on is a food that extends over
a period of 6 months or so. Potted
plants, of course, ne~d either transplant-
ing or feeding by the end of 6 months.
If transplanting, incorporate the fertil-
izer in the mixture, but otherwise always
have on hand a bucket of cow manure
tea. If fresh, use as is, but otherwise
dilute.

That brings up another phase. With
us here, Begonias arc dormant for a
period of three months: January to
March. At that time we do not make
excuses for their looking like something
"the cat drug in," just allow them to rest.

Now when you prune, do a good job.
CUT UNDER THE GROUND all old
growth. Pruning the tops or cutting one
joint above the ground doesn't help that
plant to put up new sturdy growth from
way down under, but merely forcing the
old growth to continue its merry way
producing smaller and smaller leaves,
less blooms and finally petering out 'en-
tirely and then you say-Hwoe is me,
wonder what happened." Another sug-
gestion is to keep covering a little high-
er on the stem each year making new
joints go to work. That can be done only
by using larger containers' or if in the
ground, using a liberal anlount of leaf-
mold.

Regarding soil mixture,-they say
each one of us has pet theories-mine is
Begonia' soil. Have found over a period
of many years, that a fluffy, loose soil
produces the best results. We use here
an oak mold and with this finely chop-
ped bean straw. This combination in-
sures prolific growth and prevents plants
becoming lanky. For potting in 4" or
smaller containers, sift through 1/4"
mesh screen. Larger containers use as
nature provided it-and do not growl be-
cause there are a lot of leaves in it be-
cause that is what you want. "Vhile these
leaves are disintergrating they are feed-
ing that plant. Now for the members
back east. The cry went up-Hwhere do
we get bean straw?" Victory gardens
sure are popular and nearly everyone
has sweet peas. Alright save that straw
from the peas and keep your lima bean
straw too. Mix them together and by
spring of the next year you will have a
swell elegant pile of straw. Simple? You
bet. Anyhoo try it. Would suggest this
though to those in a hot climate, do not
use fresh straw, but mix the two (Ieaf-
mold and straw: 1 part leafmold and %
part bean straw) and allow to stand for
a month or two,

Editor's note:-Now that leafmold is
very scarce, San i-Soil will prove itself a
good substitute.

FUCHSIAS
- BEGONIAS - SAINTPAULIAS
And Other Shade Plants

Tuberous Begonias and Gloxinias
Limited Cluantities of seed and tubers in season.
No catalog issued. Send a stamped addressed enw
velope with request for prices. Visitors welcome.

QUALITY PLANT GARD ENS
G. A. Barrows

Santa Ana. Calif.1111 Louis. st.
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THAT DELIGHTFUL DISEASE,

(Continued from page 71)

from the lath-house. My only answer
is an addition to my present quarters.
I'm afraid that's what it will have to be.
Thank goodness the boiler is big enough
to heat it.

I try to be more discriminating now
in my choice of new kinds than I was
at first, but the trouble is they are all
so lovely, so individual, and their pic-
tures and descriptions so enticing, that
I just can't resist getting more and more.

The trouble is that for me they grow
almost too well, and 1 can't throw them
away just because they grow magnifi-
cently. Besides, many Begonias are nev-
er at their best unless they are allowed
to become specimens. Templini is nearly
five feet tall and has been all covered
with lacy pinkish-white flowers. Haa-
'geana has, in a year and a half from a
cutting, become about 3 feet by 3 feet.
Corralina Delucerna has six finc clusters
of buds and flowers and I have to tie
its tops down to keep them from being
frozen against the glass of the roof.
Some of my Rexes are monstrous, es-
pecially Lord Palmerston. I've been de-
lightfully surprised to find I have two
very fragrant ones-Adrian Schmidt and
Queen Wilhelmina. I like fragrant
things, and with that in mind bought
Odorata alba, but alas, though its flow-
ers are lovely, they haven't a smell. Un-
dulata was another surprise from the ~

point of view of fragrance. My mother
finally discovered it after a man who
visited us wanted to know what smelled
so sweet. She didn't think we had any-
thing fragrant then, so she went around
smelling everything, until she found that
the perfume of Undulata's many white
flowers could be noticed several feet
away. I saw a picture of it in DIE
BEGONIEN. with many canes looking
like Deutzia or Mock Orange bushes.
I'm afraid mine is headed in that direc-,

'tion. '

I have l05 kinds now, and have the
prospect of half as many more before
long. I can see a mental picture of a
series of additions to my greenhouse,
and then some, ad infinitum. I dream of
being able to' grow all those I like with
lOts of room, letting them get just as
big and beautiful as they want to. I am
a professional horticulturist and have
worked v:ith all sorts of plant material,
~lI1d I am convinced that there is not

>0.. .

Mrs. Stella Vosburg
By The Editor

. For sixteen months now, we have en-
joyed the monthly articles on shade ma-
terial by John S. Vosburg, of Holly-
wood. At first there were no illustra-
tions, then some done by one artist and
another until he inveigled his gifted
mother to do his drawings though she
lived a long way from him. We have
enjoyed Mrs. Vosburg's sketches and we
have appreciated the articles that went
with them. As John Vosburg's time is
overcrowded with other important work,
we shall miss them, but more than that,
we have lost Mrs. Vosburg, for she
passed away into the land of eternal
flowers in the last few days. To Mr.
John Vosburg our deepest sympathy,
and to the dear memory of his famous
artist mother w~ pledge our efforts in
keeping our gardens as delightful a~d
colorful as possible-always, for she has
spent her life collecting the most beauti-
ful flowers everywhere she went and' be-
sides drawing them for all to see their
charm, she also pressed and mounted
many collections for educational institu-
tions far and wide.

another group of ornamental plants
which presents such infinite variety of
form, foliage, or flower, or such an en-
during appeal as do Begonias.

. Past President Ferd P. Neels is very
busy growing a collection of Tuberous
B'egonias, hybrids and species, for the
A. ,D, R. Memorial.

ABOVE GROUND
use

FUNGUSOL

BELOW GROUND
use

LAWN-AGEN

TWO OUTSTANDING
DESTRUXOL PRODUCTS
Buy them from your own dealer

(Sizes from 4 oz to gallons)
Tunt in on our Amtrican Pictory Gardtn 0/

lA, Air; Mon.. Wd., Fri., 9:30 p.m.
K FOX -1280 on your dial.

DESTRUXOL CORPORATION, LTD.
495 S. Arroyo Parkway - Pasadena. Calif.
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'Au Revoir But Not Good-Bye
Dear Friends:

After many happy years of service to
you, sharing your troubles and your suc-
cesses, Rosecroft Begonia Gardens is
closing its doors. This is not becaue
we want to, but because the necessities
of war make it imperative.

We shall earnestly look forward to
that time in the future when we may.
again, be privileged to devote our time
to Begonias. Until then, let's guard our
plant treasures well, and keep our
friendships renewed through the pages
of our Begonian.

Sincerely,
ANNIE C. ROBINSON

BRANCH NEWS

(Continued from page 77)

so that members may have correct notes
to refer to at leisure. The proceeds of
the plant sale of last meeting $l3.50, was
donated to the A. D. R. Memorial.

Long Beach Parent Branch: Else-
where in this issue a report is being
made of the fine contribution made by
individuals of this group to the A. D. R.
Memorial for which everyone is grateful.
This group is quite ambitious also, the
newest activity is a very interesting
sheet called The Begoniagram, published
for the members of the Branch, in which
very special local reminders are entered
in educational form. The Editor is none
other than the President, Mr. Bulgrin.
The May meeting will be well attended
we are sure, as Mr. Harold Hart is to
be the speaker of the evening on the
subject of Caladiums.

Orange County Branch: We have a
delightful letter from Mrs. Perry V.
Grant, of Santa Ana, Calif., President of
the Branch, in which she tells us how
li1Uch The 13egonian is enjoyed every
month; how greatly the visit by the
members of the Board was appreciated
and how much was gained from the
meeting. They sent, very happily, some
fine specimen plants to the A. S. R. Me-
morial. Because the membership is scat-
tered over much of the County, they try
to meet in the North half of the County
part of the time. The May meeting will
thus take place near Fullerton at the
home of Mrs, H. G. Meiser, 1Yi miles
SOllth Spadra. The subject will be Tu-
berous Begonias.

Your Questions
With Answers

By FERD P. NEELS
426 E. Maple Ave.
El Segundo, Calif.

Q. The leaves on my Calla Begonia
turn brown on the edges and the plant
finally dies, I find very littie infornm-
tion regarding this plant.

Ans. The Calla Begonia belongs to
the Semperflorens Group (bedding type)
and should be treated as such. The best
Calla BegO,nia plants are raised from
seed in preference to plants that are
grown from cuttings. The best results
can be obtained from the Calla Begonia
by treating it as an annual.

<.
Herbert P. Dyckman Branch: Meet-

ings are now held at the home of thc
President, Mrs. Jessie Jenkins. March
attendance was gratifying. Mr. D. A.
Stocks gave a very interesting and
amusing entertainment Tickets for
plants were sold and many nice plants
and tuberous Bcgonias found new
homes. St. Patrick was the thcme for
refreshmen ts.

WINDFLOWERS
Among the most valuable perennials for the

shade, Anemone japonica bears its lovely

blossoms in great maSSes in late summer and
fall, when other flowers are scarce. We have
a wonderful collection - Alice, large rose
pink; Marie Manchard. semi.double pure
white; Kriemhilde, double rich pink; Queen

Charlotte, semi-double La France pink; Rich.
ard Arends, largest shell pink; P~ince Henry,
double rosy red; Whirlwind, large white; and
Hupehensis, dwarf rosy mauve.

Collection of 8
Plants for $3.00 I

Prepaid in California. Express coiled elsewhere
Please add 30/0 sales tax in California

VISIT AMERICA'S MOST BEAUTIFUL

HORTICULTURAL ESTABLISHMENT

10 blocks west of Sepulveda Blvd.
8 blocks south of Pico Blvd,.

PAUL J. HOW ARD'S
California Flowerland

11700 NATIONAL BLVD.
Los Angele.

Telephones: AShley 42951 - ARizona 31171
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The President's
Mail Bag
Dear Mr. Bailey:

My tour of six weeks around the
country was so full of happy experi-
ences and I am most appreciative of the
kindness and hospitality shown me by
you and Mrs. Bailey.

1t was of great interest to me to learn
of the Society's problems from the Cali-
fornia angle and how you a~e trying to
meet them, I wish you every success,

You have a wealth of material at hand
(I mean each and everyone of you)
waiting to be seen and studied and writ-
ten up for those of us who may not have
the privilege of visiting California to
ferret them out. It almost startled me
to hear that few, if any of you, had vis-
ited Roy Berry's lath house, the Flaitz'
gardens in Ojai, the Lewis Begonia
gardens in Rivera and others,

If everyone I met at the Directors'
meeting would describe one Begonia a
year we would have something that is
sorely needed, Southern California is
the only spot in the country where Be-
gonias really grow rampant. Then, too,
new hybrids' of real beauty are being
constantly developed of which you may
feel proud.

I have discussed the matter of the Be-
gonia herbarium with my fellow collec-
tor, Mrs. Albert H. Gere. She has very
kindly offered to share in the work. If
this is agreeable to you I would sug'-
gest that ydu send the equipment at
your earliest convenience so that when
we plant our Begonias out of doors in
May we may,ma!<e herbarium specimens
of parts that we would ordinarily cut
out and destroy. Mrs. Cere and I will
be partners in this work and the print-
ing of the names will be done by Mrs,
Gere, who is an artist with her pen. I
will supply the names and the authori-
ties for the names.

At our Philo begonia Branch meeting
yesterday, (which was specially called
because of my return from California),
I outlined what you are trying to ac-
complish and we agreed that we have
every hope of seeing a bigger and more
informative Begonian in the near future.

Sincerely yours,

HELEN K. KRAUSS
405 Cotswold Lane,
Wynnewood, Penna.

WINSEL-GIBBS NURSERY
Everything for the Garden

MOTHER'S DAY POTTED PLANTS
and other garden gifls-

Caladiums: large bulbs, Many
named varieties of these colorful
bulbous plants, $3.50 doz" each, 35c

TRANSVAAL DAISIES

Gerbera Hybrids: large, long rayed
daisies in all best colors, Strong
stemmed, excellent cut flowers for
many months of year. Perennial-
good clumps, 3 for $\.00; each 35c

Bareroot plants, 1 yr. old, dz. $1.50

Please add 250 for mail orders pI us
Tax in Calif.

WINSEL-GIBBS
NURSERY AND SEED COMPANY
1955 W. FLORENCE TW. 1564

LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA

. For entertainment at your local meet-
ings, contact the music instructor at your
High School or Junior' College. They
have talent that will entertain you, just
for the experience of playing or singing
in public.

. Send your propagating problems to
the Question and Answer Dept.

1943
GARDEN

GUIDE
AND CATALOG

Book of the year for Victory Gardeners.
Packed with practical information on
growing bigger, finer vegetables and
flowers. Scores of money-saving offers.
88 pages - 250 illustrations - many in
natural color. Special Victory Garden
section. Send postcard for your FREE
r.opy today,

6ERMA1~
747 TERMINAL STREET, LOS ANGELES, CALIF.
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NEW MEMBERS
CALIFORNIA

PATRICIA AYERS
1013 Elm St., Glendale

MRS, OENONE BELLINGER
3818112 41st St., San Diego

MRS. C. R. BENSON
366, Broadmoor Blvd" San Leandro

MRS, NORMA B, BOYD
2458 Panorama Terrace, Los Angeles

JOHN p, CAMPBELL
735 Dartmouth Ave" Claremont

MRS, JOSEPHINE CHRISTOFFERSON
8732 Washington Ave., La Mesa

EDW. L. CRESSELL
'1945 Middleton Place, Los Angeles

MR. AND MRS, W. J, FRANKLIN
116 Emma St" Ventura

JOHN ANSON FORD
1556 Mariposa Ave., 1.os Angeles

MISS MARIAN FORDYCE
R, F, D, 2, Box 238-B, Camarillo

DR. GEORGE S, FULLER
1110 Lincoln Ave" San Rafael
JAMES GREENEICH .
4538 Reinhardt Dr" Oakland

MRS, MARGARET HICKOX
1525 E. 63rd St" Long Beach
MRS, JAMES JOHNSON
1757 Gardenia Ave., Long Beach
HAROLD D. KRAFT '
308-9 Pellissier Bldg" Wilshire at Western,

Los Angeles
MISS DOROTHY METS
1943 Poli St., Ventura
MRS, WILLIAM PEERSSONS
521 N, Curson Ave" Los Angeles
MRS. M. E, PENTZ
3847 W. 59th Place, Los Angeles
MRS, GEORGE C, REED
483 Key Blvd" Richmond
MRS, ELIZABETH E, RIEDY
3660 Arizona St" San Diego
MRS, F, T, SCRIPPS
Braemar Manor, Pacific Beach
MRS. DEE STOCKLINGER
4554 58th St., San Diego
MRS, JEAN STOKLASA
5505 Olive Ave" Long Beach
MR. AND MRS, GEORGE WATTS
1924 E. Main St" Ventura

ILLINOIS
p, C. FREYTAG
Rock Island County, Reynolds
MRS.' KENNETH M. SMITH
212 Euclid, Peoria Heights

IOWA
J, E. SMITH, M, D,
Clarence

MINNESOTA
ROGER NORMAN
413 N, 80 Ave, W" Duluth

NEW JERSEY
MRS,' KATHARINE ROAKE
347 Belleville Ave" Bloomfield

OHIO
LULA A. WALTER
7506 Decker Ave" Cleveland

OREGON
CARL E, NELSON
260 W: Lefelle St., Salem

PENNSYLVANIA
REV, G. A, JEFFREY
St. Ann's Rectory, 898 Center St" Freeland

VIRGINIA
MRS.. JOHN W. LARRICK, JR,
Rt. 3, Winchester

WISCONSIN
WILL OTT
Rt, 2, French Island, La Crosse

. To increase your membership, be sure

to invite your guests to join. We know
of one granch whose President gives the
guests' a hearty welcome, followed by a
"sales talk" on the advantages of being
one of The Royalty. In consequence,
enthusiasm is increased amongst' the
members and guests, resulting in almost

100'/'0 renewal memberships and an un-
usually large amount of new guests, so
far for the year.

SAN I
(Patent Pending)

The Ideal Mulch and Ground Conditioner - Made of Natural Redwood Bark

ASK YOUR DEALER
Write: REDWOOD FIBRE PRODUCTS CO.. INC.

Santa Cruz. Califotnia

Southern Calif. Branch: 1872 W. Washington Boulevard. Los Angeles. California

DEALERS WANTED
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It would be much appreciated if the Secretaries of the Branches would send
meeting data to reach the Editor NOT LATER THAN THE TENTH OF THE MONTH.

Note: The May (2nd Monday) American Begonia Society Board Meeting will take place in Board

of Directors Room, Retail Merchants Credit Assn.. 417 So. Hill, Los Angeles, Calif.. May 10th. 7:30 p.m.

PHILOBEGONIA CLUB BRANCH
Tuesday. May 4. 10:00 a.m.
Mrs. Albert H. Gere, Secy.-Treas..
362 Brookway, Merion, Pa.

rHEODOSIA BURR SHEPHERD BRANCH
Tuesday. May 4th-'l:30 P. M.
American Legion Hall.
North California St., Ventura, Calif.
Mr, George Fitch, Secy.-Treas,
70 So, Hurst Ave., Ventura, Calif.

RIVERSIDE BRANCH
Tuesday, May 4, 7:30 p.m.
Mrs. Harriet E. Meyer, Secy,-Treas.,
4219 Sunnyside Dr., Riverside, Calif.

BELLFLOWER BRANCH
Tuesday, May 4th, 8:00 p.m.
Home of Mrs. Zola Jump,
1159 Palm Street.
Mrs. L. D. Tholheimer, Secy.-Treas..
222 S, Woodruff St., Bellflower, Calif.

SAN FRANCISCO BRANCH
Wednesday, May 5th
1060 FranCIsco St..
Harry F. O'Donnell, Secy,-Treas.,
1575 31st Ave" San Francisco, Calif.

,DOMINGUEZ BRANCH
Thursday, May 6th
Dominguez Casualty Station,
2171 So, Alameda SI., Long Beach, Calif.
Mrs. R, L. Warren, Secy.
21718 So, Alameda, Long Beach, Calif.

ORANGE COUNTY BRANCH
Thursday, May 6th
Home of Mrs, H, G, Meiser,
I1h Miles South Spadra, Fullerton,
Geo, A, Barrows, Secretary
1111 Louise St" Santa Ana, Calif.

Calif.

NORTH LONG BEACH BRANCH
Monday, May 10th, 7:30 p.m.
5708 Atlantic Ave., Long Beach, Calif.
Mrs. M, E, Van Hook, Secy,-Treas.,
6774 Olive Ave., Long Beach, Calif.

EAST BAY BRANCH
Monday, May 10th, 7:45 p.m.
Washington School,
60th and Shattuck Ave" Oakland,
Dick G, Goodnow, Secy.-Treas"
2519 Milvia Street, Berkeley, Calif.

Calif.

INGLEWOOD BRANCH
Thursday. May 13. 8:00 p.m.
Woman's Club of Inglewood
325 No. Hillcrest
Inglewood, Calif.
Mrs, Harold S, Clark, Secretary
16181h W. 52nd St" Los Angeles,
Speaker: Mr,Ferd p, Neels

Calif.

SAN DIEGO BRANCH
Monday. May lOth ':4037 39th Ave., San Diego, Calif.
Mrs, Edwin F. Barker, Secy.-Treas.,
4561 E1 Cerrito Dr., San Diego, Calif.

HOLLYWOOD BRANCH
Thursday. May 13. 7:30 p.m.
Plummer Park, 7377 Santa Monica Blvd,
Mrs, Grant Waldref, Sec.,
1615 No, Genesee, Los Angeles, Calif.
Speakers: Mrs, Cactus Pete
On "Epiphyllums" and
Judge Pope on "Avocados,"

LONG BEACH PARENT CHAPTER
Thursday, May 13th. 7:30 p.m.
Odd Fellows Temple
728 Elm, Long Beach, Calif.
Miss Cecile Block, Secy ,-Treas,
1263 E, Ocean Blvd" Long Beach,
Speaker: Harold Hart
Subject: "Caladiums"

Calif.

HERBERT DYCKMAN BRANCH
Friday, May 14th
Home of Mrs. Jessie Jenkins,'
3615 Cerritos Ave" Long Beach, Calif,
Mrs, Rush T. Lewis, Secy.-Treas,
3733-A California, Long Beach, Calif.

EVA KENWORTHY GRAY BRANCH
Monday. May 17
Mrs. Henry O. Colt, Secy.-Treas.,
7221 Olivetas, La Jolla, Calif.

VICTORY BRANCH
Thursday, May 20th
11228 Atlantic Ave.
Mrs, Clara Moore, Secy.-Treas.,
11275 Duncan Ave., Lynwood, Colif.

SAN GABRIEL VALLEY BRANCH
Friday Evening, May 28th, 7:30 p.m.
Fellowship Hall,
304 E, Valley Blvd" EI Monte, Calif.
Mrs. N. H. Powell, Secretary
419 South Ynez Ave,
Monterey Park, Calif.

MARGARET GRUENBAUM BRANCH
Tuesday, May 25th
Home of Mrs. Ann Comly,
Hatboro, Pa.
Mrs, M, S. Prince, Secy" Hatboro, Pa.

GLENDALE BRANCH
Tuesday. May 25th
329 No, Brand Blvd.,
News Press Bldg" Glendale,
Mrs, C, C, Cook, Secretary,
1345 Virginia Ave"
Glendale, Citrus 2-6603
Speaker: Chester Baake
Subject: "Shade Plants"

Calif.

ALFRED D. ROBINSON BRANCH
Friday. May 28th. 7:30 p.m.
Home of Mrs, John G. Clark,
3026 Freeman St., San Diego, Calif.
Mrs. George S, Graves, Secy.-Treas,
2922 Evergreen St., San Diego, Calif.

SANTA BARBARA BRANCH
Irregular Meetings
Thelma Sommerfield, Secy"
210 E, Anapamu, Santa Barbara, Calif.
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POSTMASTER:
Please Notify Mrs, Harry' Harker

2751 E. 17th Street
Long Beach, .Calilornia

On All Address Changes

THE LARGEST ASSORTMENT
AND FINEST NEW DEVELOPMENTS

OF THE
PACIFIC STRAIN

OF

TllBEROllS BEGONIAS
STRONG PLANTS

READY FOR DELIVERY BY MAY 15th
$1.50 per doz, $10.00 per hundred
On orders less than $1.50, please add

25c packing charge
Delivery West 01 Rockies only

Wri:e lor Catalog

Vetter Ie and Reinelt
Capitola. California

.
. .

. Our Advertising Brings Results - Do

YOU Need More Business?

. ..
NOW READY

1943Crop Tuberous Begonias
<'>

Seed
Mixed Single Frilled or Crested Seed

- 50c Pkt. -
Mixed Camellia, Carnation, Picotte or

Rosebud Seed - $1.00 Pkt.
TUBERS - DOUBLE HANGING BASKET
Giant Singles Double Picotee
Crested Singles Carnation
Double Camellia Rosebud

All Colors or Mixed
Tubers I" up $1.00 doz.; 2" up 25c each,

$2,50 doz,
Gloxinias, mixed colors, 1" up, 15c each,

$1.50 doz.
The Best For Less At

SHADELAND GARDENS
205 S. Inglewood Ave.

Inglewood California
Phone Orchard 7-5993

Yes sir the growing of your own. vegetables
will provide extra food ration coupons for other
items. Be wise and get your A & M Food Garden
planted NOW. It's economical, easy and lats of
fun. However to eliminate disappointments be
sure and plant genuine A & M SEEDS.You'll

"'"
A..

findthem at YOURGARDEN

1\...~~t SUPPLYDEALER.
~~te
"S\~~S 1893

~ANNIVE~ 1943

AGGEURtMUSSER SEED CO.
652 MATEO STREET -LOS ANGELES,CAlifORNIA

FAN C Y L E, A

c A L A D I
Weare headquarters lor tubers 01 this
most colorful foliage plant. Here you will
find 10 of the finest florists' va-

5rieties. Large peppy bulbs, each 3 c

- $3,50 per dozen ~

Our catalog describes many other beau-
tiful novelties in bulbs, too,

11415 Echo

BOB ANDERSON

Park Ave. Los Angeles

VICTORY VEGETABLES
'43 All.American Selections, each m ..,15c

Favorite So, Calif. Varieties, pkts.., IOc

FREE - Our' 43 Vegetable and Flower
Garden Guide, with planting charts

and cultural information.

CAMPBELL SEED S7,' ,::
'Since 19Q7
'

137 W. Colorado St. - Pc ;~, ~n(t. ,< \!


