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TO THE MEMBERS AT LARGE

I[
have hopcd that this ycar of 1942
would be a wonderful year for our
Begonia Society; that we might
double our membership and our

Branches. Our hopcs and ambitions may
not be fulfilled in the stress of our N a-
tional cmergency, but let us work to-
gether to hold what we have. Let us try
to get more peoplc interested in Be-
gonias and shade-plants or in any other
gardening, for that matter, so that we
may have the mental relaxation wc all
need so much. I know that with the co-
operation of every member of this so-
ciety working towards promoting a new
member, we shall make a good showing
at the end of the year.

It is my ambition to visit cvery Branch
during thc year. At present we know
that Mr. J. A. Hayden, one of our Vice
Presidents, is planning to do just that.
We wish him happy times on his tour.

The National is endcavouring to form
a Speaker's Bureau with Mrs. Sadie Mc-
Pherson appointed to the Chairmanship.
She is to be addressed at 824 10th Street,

by ANNA E, MAREK
Glendale

Burbank, Calif. We know that she will
expect everyone to send to her: the
name and address of :any good Speaker
on Begonia and shadc plants, with dc-
tail as to charges, type of lecture and
means of illustration. Her records will
be at the disposal of all Branches.

1t is getting time to be thinking of
Flower Shows. Don't forget, the Na-
tional is prepared to give First and Scc-
ond Certificates for the bcst entries in
Begonia shows, also a special Certificate
for Swcepstakes.

Since I am in charge of Flower Shows,
I shall appreciate help in creating a
Committee formed with at least one
member from cach Branch so that we
may formulatc plans for hclping any of
our groups dcsirous of staging any kind
of Shade-Gardcn Show,

Will the Prcsident of each Branch
please appoint such a representative and
advise mc as quickly as possible.

Our aim is to give grcater service to
all, but we shall need and thank you for
your very neccssary cooperation.

American Begonia
Society Suffers
Heavy Loss
. Every year at this time, we are com-
pelled to drop all unpaid members from
our mailing list. This entails a cost of
about three and a half cents each. When
thc member renews at a later date his
name is again placed on thc list at an
additional cost of three and a half cents.
Also, the back numbcrs if they are
available, arc forwarded at greatly in-
creased postage ratcs.

You can save us this expense and a
lot of work by sending your dollar so
as to reach us by February 10. If you are
already paid up and fail to receive your
March Begonian at the proper time,
please let me know at once, as names
are sometimes withdrawn by mistake.

All new memberships and renewals,
unless sent directly to your local Branch
Secretary, should go to the National
Treasurer, and not to some other officer.

All changes of address and complaints
should also go directly to him. If you
should feel like kicking a little, go to it.
I know how to take it.

Your Treasurer,
]. N. Nutter

It Depends on US...
. We believe it has been proved beyond
any shadow of a doubt, that no one evcr
had a nervous breakdown, who had a
thoroughly engrossing hobby, who had
enough to do with his mind busy on
doing things for the sake of helping
others along in some way or other. What
better field is there then, for keeping
ourselves fine, fit for anything, able to
help others and be happy about it than
in a garden? Let us follow the sugges-
tions of our Government and plant, plant
double purpose shrubs, trees, flowers,
and, if we have room-perennial vege-
tables. Weare engrossed in planning a
consistently fine Begonian. We hope you
like it.-The Editor.
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RESEARCH DEPARTMENT
REORGANIZED

T HE Directors of the Society have
reorganized thc Research Depart-
mcnt with the idea of having it
operate harmoniously and yet to

be of more service to the members. For
this reason, one person has been put in
charge of all work pcrtaining to re-
search, this officer to be known as thc
Research Director. His duties arc as fol-
lows:

"The Research Director shall have
charge of the Rcsearch Department and
shall coordinate and ovcrsee the Re-
search Office, Nomenclature Office, the
Library, and the Seed Fund and shall be
responsible for the Department directly
to the Society's Officcrs." For the cur-
rent year Mr. Rudolf Ziescnhenne, 1130
N. Milpas St., Santa Barbara, Calif., has
becn appointed to this office.

To facilitate the work in this office
and to spread the work among several
persons so it will not be too big a task,
the department has been divided into 4
offices.

"1. The Rescarch Chairman shall have
charge of collecting information relative
to the culture, propagation and housing
of Begonias and shall be responsible to
the Research Director." This office has
not been filled at this time.

"2. The Nomenclature Chairman shall
havc charge of detcrmining and estab-
lishing correct names for all species and
varieties of Bcgonias; of approving and
registering all newly developed horticul-
tural varieties of Begonias; shall have
charge of assembling and maintaining
an herbarium. Mr. Rudolf Ziesenhenne
is Nomenclature Chairman. All inquirics
relative to Begonia nomenclaturc should
be sent directly to him. Leaves, both
young and mature, together with flow-
ers, 5hould be wrapped in waxed paper
and sent by mail for identification. It is
well to number your plant and to put the
corresponding number with the leaves
and flowers sent for identification, for
often the leaves will not be recognizable
when they again reach you.

"3. The Librarian shall have charge of
the literature of the Socicty and shall
have thc power to purchase new books
which arc of sufficient value to its mem-
bers; shall exchange copies of the Be-
gonian for other publications, such as
periodical magazines or other club pub-

by RUDOLF ZIESENHENNE
Research Director

lications; shall inform the members of
the Socicty through the Begonian as to
the literature available to its members
and shall have thc authority to use
methods at her disposal to get the var-
ious books into the hands of the mem-
bers; shall set up a card indexing sys-
tem, and to sct up rules and regulations,
with the approval of the Research Di-
rector, governing the use of the various
itcms in his or her charge." Mrs. John
W. Crowder, 1857 West 166th Street,
Moneta, California is thc Librarian. As
soon as the material is in order, a notice
of thc books available for use as well as
thc rules governing the use of these
books will appear in the Begonian.

"4. The Seed Fund Administrator shall
have charge of soliciting funds in the
form of a pool, and shall endeavor to
spend such funds in an honest effort to
obtain seeds or plants of Begonias not
commonly in cultivation in this country,
and send them out to the various mem-
bers who have contributed to the fund
on an cqual basis and that some of each
seed or plant shall be turned over to the
Nomcnclaturc Chairman to be grown and
identified if possible. The Seed Fund
Administrator shall submit on request, a
financial statement to the Research Di-
rector and shall submit an annual report
and financial statement at the close of
each year." The following amendment
was made to this rule: "All money now
in the seed fund excepf that specifically
contributed for 1942, is placed in a per-
mancnt Reserve Fund belonging to the
Secd Fund; and all monies coming in
aftcrward bc spent, .so far as necded, for
seed to be distributed among the con-
tributors, and any surplus remaining to
be turn cd over. to thc general fund of the
Research Dcpartment." The idea behind
this rule is to have a pcrmancnt fund of
around $40 to carryover at the end of
each ycar so that the new Seed Fund
administrator will have money to work
with until thc new contributors send in
thcir money. The reason for not allow-
ing money to accumulate in this Fund
is that the Directors feel that each per-
son gets well over the one dollar's worth
of seed for his money and too large a
reserve of inactive money should not be
kept but should bc used to further the
research activities. The Seed Fund Ad-
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San Gabriel Valley
Branch

Officers for the Year 1942

PresidenLmmnnnm.nmmMr. A. E. Nelson
Vice PresidenL..mnmMr. W. H. Corbett
Secretary.nn nnmh_mnMrs. N. H. Powell
Treasurer.: m._nmMrs. Josephine Hotz
Director..m mnmmmMr. S. M. Heffncr
Representative Director

.._m__.m m_..mmmmnmmDr. C. H. Lauder

Chairmen of Committees for 1942

Programnm.mmm~n_nmMr. W. H. Corbett
AssistanLnmmmm.mmnMr. J. L. Bailey

PublicitYmmn.m.oooonoom.n.Mrs. 1. O. Ward
Ticket Sales.mn_oon_hmn.Mr. Ben F. Thorp

AssistanLmmnmmnnmMr. D. B. White
AssistanL.moomnmmm_mMr. J. W. Moon

Plant Sale_mnnmnnmnm_Mr. C. A. Roberts
Reception nm n Mrs. Earl Dodson

She will appoint her own assistants.
Exhibitionsnnmm_mmmMr. Frank N. Fox

AssistanL_mnmmnMrs. Fred P. George
Refreshmentsm.mm.m_oomnMrs. J. B. Land
Membership.mnnm___m Mr. L. D, Pcrry
CourtesY.mnnnnmmMrs. R. B. Harrington
Sgt. of ArmsmmnnmnnmMr. A. B. Musick
Historianmmoom.mmnMrs. A, N. Hartwell
Nomenclatureoo.mn_mnm.Mrs. B. L. Millcr
Question Boxoo mnnn.Mr. E. A. Brown

ministrator will be appointed immcdi-
ately.

Sincc there is no direct way of obtain-
ing money for the Research Department,
the Directors have voted that five ccnts
of each dollar membcrship fee shall bc
reserved for that department.

Should you have a problem rclative
to the activities, pleasc writc directly to
the Officc concern cd in order to gct a
prompt reply as well as to prevent too
much of a burden ~n thc Treasurer and
Corresponding Secrctary with clerical
work. Should you be in doubt as to what
Office in the Research Department your
letter should go to, send it to the Re-
search Director.

This Department ~ims to be of more
service to you this year and welcomes
your suggestions as well as constructive
criticism.

American Begonia Society
Treasurer's R'eport for 1941

Receipts
Old Balance 000000000000000000 0000.00

$ 564.27
Dues for 1941 nnmnmnmnmnmnmn 1,221.87
Dues for 1942 m.m.mmoooommm._.m_ 830.40
Dues for 1943-6 nmm._n_n oo.m.nn 5.50

Advertising mm_h.nh_m__nm nn. 338.74

Research Department oom.mm.mnn 65.10
Seed Fund mnmmmnm nm : 27.00
Charter Income mn.noonmmn nnn 18.00

Miscellancous Income mnmmnmn 29.94

Total Income .nmnnnm mm.-3,100.82

Payments

Begonian mnnnm:noo.nmh_n mm.$1,633.08

Research Dept. mh_m.oo.oo:moo.nn..oo 42.23

Seed Fund nm.noonhmn nmoomn. 11.84

General Expense .moooo"nnnoo...nh__. 414.16

N omenclaturc mmm_moooommoooomnoo 32.00

Charter Expcnse mnmmmnnnmnm 26.46
Miscellaneous mnmoonoonnmnmmoom 139.41

Total Payments .m noohn.m_$2,299.18

Balancc Jan. Ln.n.mm nm. 801.64

Grand Total nmn.n..mnmnnhn$3,100.82
Distribution of Funds

Research DepartmenL_mnmm_mn$
N omenclaturc .mnm.mmmnmmnmn

Seed Fund m.moommhn.mmmmmoon.

Dues for 1942 n..n...m.m nm__.m.

Dues for 1943-6 oooooomnmmn mnn

79.11
39.28
50.16

830.40
5.50

Total Funds mmnoo...noom m$1,004.45
Less Cash Bal. .m.m n...nmn 801.64

General Fund Deficit oonmmm_mm$ 202.81

Cermaco

iWIST.EMS'
Help you support plan Is
quickly, neatly, perman-
ently. 4", 8" sizes 25c.
16" size 50c. Buy at your
Garden Supply Dealer
or write Germain's. 747
Terminal St" Los An-
geles, Calif,

FRESH
STREPTOCARPUS SEED

Mixed - SOc

Choice Types. Colors and Markings
ANNIE C. -ROBINSON

Rosecroft Begonia Gardens
530 Silvergate Ave,
Point Loma. Calif,
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HISTORY OF BEGONIAS

JR
EGONIAS . were first discover ~in 1690 by Charles Plumier., Fra -.
ciscan monk and botanist, who
accompanied his patron Michel

Began, Marine Administrator of Francc
and Governor of St. Domingo on a sci-
cntific expedition. to the West Indics.
Six Bcgonias were discovered and de-
termined a ncw genus. However, they
were so inadequately described that sub-
sequent botanists. could not identify
them with any degree of certainty. None
of thcse Begonias reach cd Europe.

Pitton Tournefort cstablished the
gcnus by publishing thc facts of Plum-
ier's discovcry in "Institutiones Rei Her-
bariae" in 1700, thrce ycars before Plum-
ier publishcd his. botanical findings in
Plantarum Americanarum. From Tour-
ncfort, Linnaeus introduced this material
in the first edition of his Gcnera Plant-
arum, among the fragmenta and later

. incorporated the genus Begoniaceae in
the second cdition of his Species Plant-
arum,

Linnacus' first edition of Species Plant-
arum 1753 has a special significance-the
International Rules - on Nomenclature
were promulgated a( it mccting of bot-
anists in the U. S. id 1892 and it was
decided that botanical nomenclature of
both gcnera and specles had its begin-
ning with thc pub1icafion of that work.
Since the genus Begoniaceac of Tourne-
fort was acceptcd and. included by Lin-
naeus in the second edition it is correct
to use either the term Begoniaceae
(Tourn) or Begoniaceae (Linn_)

The sccond important discovcry of
Begonias was made by Lopez Ruil, Jose
Pavon and Joseph Dombey. Ruiz and
Pavon, botanists at the Royal Gardcns
in Madrid, were commissioned by the
King of Spain to explore Peru and Chile
(1777-1788). Dombey, a Frcnch botanist,
was commissioned by thc Minister of
France to explore Peru and permission
was granted by the King of Spain to
join the Spanish expedition. At least
twenty Begonias were' discovered by

Kill SNAILS
and SLUGS

by HELEN K. KRAUSS
Wynnwood, Pa.

thcm. Although no living plants were
brought to Europe, Dombey bequeathed
to us a valuable legacy by bringing a
collcction of dried specimcns to France
which are preserved at the Jardin des
Plantes in Paris. Of these early discov-
crics, some of which have been re-dis-
covered scveral times, wc now have coc-
cinea, Decandra, glabra, incarnata, octo-
petala and cucullata in cultivation.

The year 1789 was an eventful one in
inner Begonia circles. It was the first
year of the French Rcvolution and it
has been rcported that during the Siege
of Paris, Begonia leaves were used as
spinach. This appears doubtful, however,
as most Begonias in Europe at that time
consisted largely of hcrbarium speci-
mens. Botanical scicnce was in thc
throes of adjustment. and Begonias wcre
for a time tossed about into various
classifications. William Bligh, in thc
service of the East India Company and
Commander of H. M. S. Bounty, with a
cargo of bread-fruit trccs from the East
Indies and consigned to Jamaica, was
mutinicd against so that the cargo never
reached its destination. Since Bligh later
discovered B. macrophylla in Jamaica
(1803), we can only speculate as to what
Begonia treasures from the East Indies
may have becn lost with his ship. Joseph
Banks, an eminent natural historian,
pioneer of science and explorer was. in
Jamaica in 1789 and returned to England
with B. acuminata. He promoted the
idea of introducing plants to different
parts of the world which would be of the
greatest bcnefit to mankind. The idea
gradually gained momentum. Royal
patrons of Europe commissioned botan-
ists to explore all over the world for
exotic plants. Jonas Dryander, librarian
to Joseph Banks and a member of the
Linnean Society, read the first important
papcr on Begonias before his conferccs.

ROSECROFT
BEGONIA GARDENS

530 Silvergate Ave.. Point Loma. Cal,
Established in this one location

since 1902
A most complete assortment

of lathhouse subjects
BEGONIAS and FUCHSIAS

OUR SPECIALTIES
-Prop,idors-

ANNIE C. and ALFRED D. ROBINSON
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VARIOUS BEGONIA~
.

.

DIscussed by RUDOLF ZIESENHENNE
at Arcadia Meeting, in California

II
N his talk to the Arcadia BegOn

.

ians -
in November, Mr. Ziesenhennc rec-
ommended the practice of plant ex-
change, the passing of slips, leaves,

or seeds among plant lovcrs as onc of
the best means for preserving the plants
we now have in cultivation and for cre-
ating true begonia lovers. He mentioned
that one of his pet desires has always
been to sec a really flourishing begonia
publication, which, of course, would be
devoted chiefly to Begonias with some
emphasis on other shade plants. He em-
phasized that none of the shade-loving
plants can compare with the Begonia in
beauty or variety as is evidenced in a
book, "Beautiful Leaved Plants" by
Lowe which he has in his library; the
illustrations in this book, he said, favor
the begonia.

The Rex Begonias, as we know them
today, are not the true species but hy-
brids of about twelve Indian spccies of
begonias. Speaking of care of Rex Be-
gonias, Ziesenhenne said that in a lath-
house full of large-leaved, well-grown

I Rexes, there are too few really perfect
plants. Rexes in pots must be turncd
regularly to achieve a finc distribution
of leaves' and even development. The
newer trend is toward breeding Rexes
with smaller leaves which will be much
easier to grow to perfection. Rex Be-
gonias are said to be better if not trans-
planted in the Autumn, but it has been
proven that this can be done at any time.

Ziesenhennc brought thirty-nine plants
of begonias with him from Santa Bar-
bara which he described briefly as he
showed them to thc audience.

Begonia nelumbifolia has a rhizome
that grows off to one side; therefore, in
repotting it, find in which direction the
rhizome is growing and place the plant
at one side of the pot to give it a chance
to grow across the pot without soon
hitting the other side.

B. Marjorie Daw in pots should be
trained on a little trcllis; if planted un-
der a pergola, let it climb, with support,
to the top where it will cascade down-
wards with a lovely cffect.

B, incarnata is an everblooming plant.
The winter flowering tuberous begon-

ias should be started in October; then,
if kept in the lathhouse, they will bloom
through until April.

B, undu1ata, a whitc-flowercd spccies
from Brazil, has a very graceful habit
in both leaves and stems as it climbs.
The old stcms should be pruned off if
they get unsightly.

B. Cathayana and B. Calla Lily have
one thing in common in that they grow
better if they are not kept too wet.

B. Verschaff'eltiana is beautiful group-
ed, presenting a sea of pink flowers dur-
ing March and April. To make a shapely
plant, it should be fed during August
and Scptcmbcr. In a bordcr or at the
side of the house, with bedding begonias
in front to hide the seasonal legginess
of thc tallcr begonia, V crschaffeltiana
makes a fine show. It grows easily from
cuttings placed in the ground. It pro-
duces a tall specimcn in a pot but must
be staked. If you have a plant in a large
pot, instead of repotting, you can re~
move somc of thc soil around thc cdge
of the pot and replace it with some well-
decayed manure or rich soil.

B. argentea-guttata, commonly called
"The Trout Begonia" can stand a cer-
tain amount of sun and is practically
everblooming.

B, Pearlii f~ a rhizomatous plant which
has small flowers and is one of the best
blooming of the foliage types.

B, Mrs, Fred Scripps, probably a cross
between Luxurians and Scharffiana
grows to a hcight of six feet, bearing
its flowers on long stalks like Scharffi-
ana. The leaves of this plant vary great-
ly, somc of them being simple and some
compound (cut all thc way down to the
sinus).

B, Annabelle is a tall cane-like plant,
growing to eight feet. It is one of the
parents of Robinson's Dianne.

B. superba apparently will not bloom
unless the sun can get to it for part of
the day. As a general rule, however, the
sun should be kept from begonias during
the heat of the day.

B. incana or peltata and B. venosa
need sun to creatc the fuzz on the leaves.

B, Barkeri prefers semi-shade and still
the brown fuzz will be formed on the
plant and the fine blooms will be pro-
duccd in wintertime.

B. Mrs, Townsend (heracleicoty1e) is
an excellent basket type with larger
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leaves and darkcr tones if placcd in. a
shadcd 10c~tion. ~\B. Mrs. W, S, Kimball (dipeta1a) is a .

wintcr bloomer, with pink flowers.
B, malibarica is v.ery similar to Mrs.

Kimball .but produces whitc flowcrs.
B, Scharffiana, Mr. Ziesenhenne said,

is popular probably because of its hard-
iness.; hc has never seen it frozen.

B, ~Spiral Feastii is a variety of Fcastii
with thick, substantial foliagc, with one
of thc lobes spiralled.

B. Feastii is one of the most rugged
begonias for the house, seeming to suc-
ceed everywhere.

B. Panama sp, was found in Panama,
growing along the streams; howevcr, it
should not be over-watercd.

B, multiflora rosea or floribunda rosea
has bcen seen growing to the sccond
story of a house. Plant in masses against
the house near a window for the love-
liest effect. This one does beautifully out
of doors in California.

B. Fuchsioides does not bloom as
much as multiflora rosea and it rcquircs
staking.

B. 1773 x Andina is one of Connic
Bower's hybrid~.

B. illustrata must be a specics of the
samc group as Pearlii and speculata as
it is an evcrgreen rhizomatous type.

B, Vesperia (Improved Marguerite)
grows wcll to about two feet and is an
ever-blooming plant .with slightly droop-
ing flower clusters.

B. pa1mifo1ia has very small flowers
but it blooms in winter and grows six
to cight feet tall. .

B, Lindleyana is a better bloomer than
pa1mifolia. The leaves are larger and
bear some fuzz.

B. Ingramii has long-stemmed clusters
of flowers which offset the habit which
calls for staking. The stakes can be hid-
den behind the stems of the plant for
bettcr appearance.

B, Weltoniensis is a very fine house-
plant, blooming continuously throughout
thc year, being especially fine in the
winter. It has a bulb like Dregeii, which
stores moisture to carry it through dry
conditions. This plant can. bc made to
trail if it should be so dcsircd. Whcn it
becomes too large, it may bc cut back
at any time.

B. Geneva Beauty is a doublc flowcr-
ing semperflorens variety.

B, Geneva is a "rubra" type.
B, heracleifolia is an interesting plant

of the rhizomatous group and has deeply
lobed lcaves.

B. .ricinifolia is handsome as a speci-
men plant or for landscape work where
it may be masscd. It usually blooms

. three or four times during the year in
Southern California.

B, incana is a Mcxican plant that can
withstand dry conditions, doing nicely
in the open ground with light shade.

In conclusion, Mr. Ziesenhenne gave
the "Begonians" somc very important
pointcrs on the use of the following:

Fish-meal is a good, quickly available
fertilizer, but occasionally does damage
to ferns. 1t decays very rapidly and it is
better to cover it with a layer of Icaves
and soil.

Scotch Soot is not readily available
now. In Scotland, where much heather
and brush wood is burned, soot, bearing
much carbon and a form of nitrogen, is
collected for the wiscr gardcncrs who
know that it has propertics which makes
Icaves deeper grcen and colors of
stronger tone. It is also vcry cffective
in keeping the soil clcan of pcsts. If
you still have some, usc a four or five-
inch potful to about three and a half
cubic feet of soil.

Humino1 is too rich in fertilizer to be
used in seed flats.

Potted plants which have been in a
soil mixture of, say, 1/3 loam, 1/3 cow
manure and 1/3 leafmold, may have a
touch of cotton-seed meal added to the
soil after the food in the cow-manure.
has been used up. Begonias should be
repotted as soon as a few good roots
begin to show on thc sides of the soil
ball. The plant should be watered imme-
diately after repotting.

. Much may be learned by reading the
advertisements in this bulletin,

Rudolf Ziesenhenne
Over 400 Species and Varieties of

BEGONIAS
Choice Rex Hybrid Seed

$1.00 Per Packet

Begonia Cathayana $1.00
Plus postage

1130 N, Milpas Street

Santa Barbara. Calif.
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A. New England
Begonia Garden

by BESSIE BUXTON
Peabody, Mass,

. This photograph gives an idea of the
possibilities of semperflorens begonias
for a formal garden. It is one of many
exquisite .gardens on the estate of Mrs.
Charles Dickey Armstrong, "Indian
Knoll", Osterville, Mass., and it received
the large gold medal of the Massachu-
setts Horticultural Society this fall, for
perfection of color and design. Each bed
is filled with bedding begonias of a dif-
ferent color, set like jewels in the bril-
liant green lawns. This garden reminds
me of one which I visited in Barbizon,
France, the garden of Mrs. A. N. Con-
nett Jr., an American woman. Much of
her garden was planned and planted in
the American manner, to the disgust of
her French gardener, so to salve his
wounded feelings, she allowed him to
plant a part of the garden in the French
fashion. Oval beds, cut in thc emerald
lawn, were filled with rose-red or pink
semperflorens begonias, bordered with
deep maroon coleus. The result was bril-

Photograph by P. I. MERRY
by Courtesy of The Massachusetts Horticultural

Society, Boston, Mass.

liant in the extreme, to the gardener's
great satisfaction, but one almost needed
smoked glasses, after the. first glimpse.

.. The December Begonian gives me
more credit than belongs to me. I did
not organize the Round Robin Begonia
Club. When I became a member, in 1925,
it had been in existence for several
years. Mrs. Eva Kenworthy Gray who
was a member of the club when I joined
it, told me the club was started by Mrs.
John Semple, in 1921. At least two of
the original members are still with us,
giving us the benefit of their years of
begonia growing. There are now three
divisions of the club, possibly more, each
with about twelve members. As each
member is allowed to keep the letters
three days, the packet comes about once
in three months.

. Much may be gained by patronizing
our advertisers, Mention The Begonian.
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COLEUS FOR COLOR
by LEILA CAMPBELL MATHEWSON

Pasadena, Calif.

W ALKING along a shady gar-
den path,. whcre the bright
flowering begonias are sct off
by a froth of richly toncd

Coleus, it is difficult for onc to tracc the
relationship between this lush foliage
plant and the anemic potted Coleus of
one's New England youth. The old
Schoolroom Window Sill variety is many
hybridists removed. The Coleus is a
genus of the Labiatae, or Mint family.
Though some ninety or more showy
species are found in tropical and sub-
tropical countrics, the varicty verschaf-
felti of Coleus blumei, from Java, is best
suited to the colder climate of the
United States. It must always be pro-
tected from frost. In thc relatively frost
free areas in California it adds intercst-
ing color and texture to the shade gar-
den.

Propagation of the Coleus by seed or
cuttings is not difficult. Many gardencrs
like to use both methods; thcy get in-
teresting variations from the scedlings,
build up a stock of their favorites from
cuttings. Sced may be sown from Feb-
ruary to May under glass. The smallest
seedlings are chosen for potting, as likc-
ly to be the best eventually in color and
marking. The strong ones run to green.
Specimen plants are grown along in thc
house in a potting mixturc. The small
blue or lilac flowers, growing in term-
inal, spike-like racemcs, merely detract
from the velvety beauty of the foliage
and 5hould be pinched off.

Cuttings are usually rooted in Septem-
ber and kept, dryish, under glass to
make established stock plants for thc
Spring bcdding, after danger of frost is
over. Grcen cuttings arc made from
young, vigorous, short-jointed growth.
The ends of unbloomed shoots are bcst,
especially those which spring up after
the plant has been cut back. Cuttings
may be from 10 to 3 inches long, with
2 or 3 joints. Leaves are removed from
the two lowest joints, to be under
ground, and shortened on the top one.
Of course a greenhouse, with bottom
heat and humid atmosphere is ideal for
rooting cuttings, but the average ama-
teurmust be content to cover his cutting
bed with a glass-topped frame. V cry
good results are obtain cd also by cover-
ing small groups of cuttings with glass

jars. The mature Coleus plants are quite
free of disease. Soil fungi and mold
should be guardcd against. The only in-
sect pest scems to be thc Mealy Bug,
which can be discouragcd with a nico-
tine sulphate spray.

Therc arc numberlcss popular color
variations of the Coleus verschaffelti.
Golden Bcdder is perhaps the best Yel-
low. Her Majesty, bronze red with
orange margins is a specimen pot plant.
Brilliancy glows with even more gor-
geous, rich rcds, Salvador edges its rosc
and maroon neatly with green. Sun Ray
combines reddish purplc, yellow, and
bronze. To start a Coleus Collection is
to embark on a fascinating adventurc in
crisp edgings and rich color shadings.

. Novel hanging baskcts and the mak-
ing thereof will be demonstrated by Mrs.
Ruby Liedler at Inglewood Branch. This
special program will bc vcry completc
as Mrs. Liedler is well known for her
fine work. We shall endcavour to give
otlr readers a nice report of the lecture.
Bc sure to bring that prospective mem-
ber. Let our motto for 1942 be "Bctter
Gardcns-Bettcr Morale."

-C1arissa Harris

-~
Yau are helping to achieve quick victory
when you plant a Defense Vegetable Gar-
den, In addition to its patriotic value and
economy a home vegetable garden will
provide a real satisfaction plus an abund-
ance of fresh, flavorsome vegetables. Ask
your dealer for the FREE fully illustrated
step by step folder containing plot plan,
planting information and cultural direc-
tions etc. for a vegetable garden.
Buy the seeds for your Defense Vegetable
Garden at your Local AGGELER & MUS-
SER Dealer, Remember A & M SEEDS are
the same high quality wherever sold.
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PLANTL Y SPEAKING-
SIDE

IHI
ERE in California, Rchmannia

angulata has proven one of the
desirables in shaded or semi-
shaded situations. Its largc,

coarsely dentate leaves are very decora-
tive even when not in flower. Here it
flowers about eight months of the year.
The blooms are Fox-glove-like, though
more scattered on the stem. The flower-
ing height approaches three feet with a
generous scattering of flowers over most
of the area. The tubular flowers are
rosc-Iavender in color with orange dofs
on the lower lip. Introduced several
years ago was a white flowcrcd form
with a yellow throat, that lovely plant
seemingly disappeared from cultivation
and from the trade. Two years ago, one
of the growers again obtained it, and
now, once more, it appears with us, and
is available, though not generally, as yet.
I am partial to the white flowered form,
though both can havc garden room with
me, in any shade planting. They multiply
very readily from division and can be
grown easily from secd. This pcrcnnial
has a rosette of interesting basal leaves
from which the yard-tall spikes rise very
gracefully and floriferolisly, and necds
just about the same culture as the ord-
inary Begonia. It will stand some sun,
but the size of leaf will be diminished
accordingly. Its hardiness I cannot
vouch for outside of Southern California.
I t hails from China and must be hardy
from one angle since I have never had
any pests bother it.

. The second Annual Southern Califor-
nia Mid-Winter Flower Show will be
held in the Biltmore Hotel in Los An-
geles, February 25th to March 1st, 1942.
There are no charges for cntry. Exhibits
are invited either in the Garden sections
or in the Flower Arrangement Classes.
Please contact Miss Opal Scarborough,
Sec-Dircctor, Room 663, 1151 S. Broad-
way, Los Angeles, or your Editor.

OFFICERS GLENDALE BRANCH
PresidenL. mm Mrs. Jessie Poole
Vice PresidenL. m m__m..m_mWm. Ross
Sccretary m Mrs, Grace Dewar
Treas u rer m m__m n Da vid Winans
Directorm m Harold Hart
National Rep._m Mrs. Sadie McPherson

ON THE SHADY
by JOHN S, VOSBURG

Rehmannia angulata alba

. When answering ads, don't forget to

mention The BEGONIAN.

PACIFIC STRAIN
of

TUBEROUS
BEGONIAS

NEW DEVELOPMENTS
and

LARGEST SELECTION of
ALL TYPES and COLORS

- Ask for Catalog -
Vetterle and Reinelt

Capitola. California
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PROGRESS IN "FAIRYLAND"
by LESLIE WOODRIFF

Harbor, Ore,

W E all have dreams of bctter
Begonias. Perhaps our goal is
quite different from that of
other workers with the magic

flowcr-The Begonia.
W c dream while we work on the

building of a Begonia that will grow
and bloom the year around in thc house.
It will grow from a rhizome and will
carry five-inch double flowers in various
typcs of thc Tuberous range, with a
fragrance equal to a rosc, the flowers
lasting from six weeks to two months on
thc plant. We actually have a plant bear-
ing four-inch double flowers in clusters
of three, it flowers in the greenhouse the
year around. Another with a six-inch
double flowcr with a day and night fra-
grance as strong as some of the best
roses and many types with doublc flow-
ers that last open on the plant as long
as six weeks.

True, it has taken thousands of cross-
es, perhaps to get one plant in ten-thou-
sand from crosses such as: Tuberous x
Sunderbruckii, Tubcrous x ricinifolia,

Tuberous x Imperialis, Tuberous x odor-
ata c.lba, Tuberous x Baumanii, Tuber-
ous x Wild Rose, Tuberous x semper-
florens, Tuberous x Socotrana, and Tub-
erous x Rex. Some of these crosses will
set a very few fcrtile secds, but from
these we, definitely, have hopcs of build-
ing up just what we want. We expect
that eventually, Bcgonias, likc automo-
biles, will be outmodelcd in two or three
years to be replaced constantly with
newer and better ones.

In September 1939 on pagc five of Thc
Begonian, was pictured, as far as we
know, the first double Tuberous x Rcx
hybrid Begonia ever grown. That orig-
inal plant is still growing and blooming.
Some of its blooms are four inches
across, three of these to a clustcr with
two seed flowers. It grows fairly wcll
from leaf cuttings at certain seasons,
and has proved, with us, a far easicr
plant than Cathayana.

Would you like to have details of this
work as it progresses?

For the Sake of
Correct Records

by CLAYTON M, KELLY

. During the past year a statement ap-
peared in an article in the Bcgonian
which has becn repeated more recently
to the effect that the name American
Begonia Society had been chosen for
our organization because of .and after
my efforts to obtain seeds of thc species
of begonias that we did not have in cul-
tivation. That statement is not correct
and I would like to submit the facts
from the record.

The chartcr members of the society
after considerable discussion, in which
the name American was not considered,
selected the name California Begonia
Society, and so it was known for over
two years. On Sunday, July 3, 1934, more
than one hundred members of the so-
ciety were entcrtained by Mr. and Mrs.
Robinson at Rosecroft, Point Lorna, and
at that mceting, at the suggestion of
Mr. Robinson it was voted to change the
name to the American Begonia Society.

My original cfforts to secure foreign
seed, which led to the establishment of
the "Seed Fund", followed a year later
after much correspondence with parties
in various parts of this and other coun-
tries, and the results were first reportcd
in the bulletin of August, 1935.

e The following is a list of thc officers
of the Theodosia Burr Shepherd Branch:
Prcsident, Mr. David B. Hill; Vice-Pres.,
Judge B. L. Gregg; Secy.-Treas., Mrs.
Olive Hamilton, 515 So. Evergreen Dr.,
Ventura, Calif. Directors: Mrs. Frank
Orr, Mr. Wm. M. Colvard, Mrs. L. C.
Rudolph; National Representative, Mr.
H. L. Weitz.

SEED
HYBRID REX BEGONIA SEED

MIXED TUBEROUS BEGONIA SEED
STREPTOCARPUS SEED

GLOXINIA SEED
50c each per packet

LESLIE W OODRIFF
Harbor Oregon
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. We hear from Harry F. O'Donnell,
Secretary of thc San Francisco Branch
they can now boast of a member who is
the Garden Editor of the San Francisco
Examiner, Mr. Oliver Kerlein. We are
sure that will mean that the readers of
his paper will gradually get the Bcgonia
urge, or wc shall be much surprised. This
Branch is nothing daunted by large part
of the membership being registered for
Defense work, they will carryon just as
usual, evcn to staging a Flower Show.
Mr. Kerlein was appointed Chairman of
a Committee to handlc this feature. We
shall expect further news about thcir
plans. .

. Districts 12, 11 and 2 of the California
Garden Clubs, Inc., are planning a very
fine day of reports from President of all
the Clubs in these Districts, plus a fine
luncheon and splendid afternoon pro-
gram by the firm of Coolidge, E. Pasa-
dena, to be held at the Hollywood
Women's Club on Hollywood Blvd.,
Hollywood on February 26th. Mrs.
Harry Boothe, Miss Ethel Bruton and
Mrs. Wm. Shearer, District Directors
of the respective Districts will welcome
any garden enthusiast. Luncheon reser-

~ vations necessary. Contact your Editor.
Editor.

Have you started a new branch in your
community?

Special Offering at SOc each
GOGOENSIS

IMPERIALIS SMARAGDINA
These are sturdy seedling plants ready for

shift to larger pots

Rosecroft Begonia Gardens
530 Silvergate Ave, Point Lorna, Cal.

BEGONIA TUBERS
Fragrant WILD ROSE tuber FREE
with $2.00 order. Camellia type tub-
erous mixed or separate colors: Yz"
diameter tubers 50c a dozen, %"
75c, I" $1.00, 1y,I" $1.25, 1Yz" $1.50,

2" $2.00 prepaid.

.

LESLIE WOODRIFF
Harbor Oregon

BULBS and ROOTS
For Shade and Semi-Shade

Each
Bleeding Heart Roots $ .35
AstUbe, Assorted Colors .35
Fancy Leaf Caladium, 13 Colors .35
Tub. Begonias, All Types and Colors.. .15
Lilies-Regale, Elegans, Etchm .15
Lilies-Formosanum, Dble. Tiger .25

II by mail add 10%, plus Calif. Tax

Send for Spring Catalog-Now Ready

BOB ANDERSON
1415 Echo Park Ave.

Los Angeles Calilornia

BEGONIAS
Surplus Plants from a Large, Hobby

.
.

Collection

S~nd in' Your Want List

Fine Plants and Expert Packing
Correspondence Invitrd.

MRS. B. L. SHIPPY
536 Willow St, Lockport, N, y,

Wholesale and Retail

Camellias and Azaleas

Over 300 Varietics-Many now in

bloom-Illustrated Catalogue

R. C.L 0 N G
SY:6-7305

2663 E, Foothil( Blvd, Pasadena. Calil,

FUEE---"lant Dictionary
With 2 Yrar Subscription to

"THE GREEN THUMB"
50 Cents per Year-2 Years $1.00

Send name, and rtmittana to

The Green Thumb
413 Duarte Road Monrovia. Calif..

BILL ANTS
tI1U hem. lJaMf 'Waif!

Use ANT..B.GON. The patented "wick"
does the trick. No muss. No fuss. Does no.
spill m sour. QUICK, CLEAN AND EASYl
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MEETING
DATES

AND
SPEAKERS

It would be much appreciated if the Secretaries of the Branches would send meet-
ing data to reach thc Editor not later than the tenth of the month.

The American Begonia Society Board will meet the first Monday of every month,
Council Chamber, City Hall, Inglewood, California at 7 :30 P,M,

HOLLYWOOD BRANCH
Tuesday, February 3rd
Plummcr Park, 7377 Santa Monica 'BI.
Mrs. Helen Ehret, Secy.,
7507 Lexington Ave., Hollywood, Calif.
SPEAKER: Mrs. Alexandcr Sim
SUBJECT: Hanging Baskets

PALOMAR BRANCH
Tuesday, February 3rd, 7:30 P,M,
Jefferson Strcet School, Vista, Calif.
Margaret Rutherford, Secy,- Treas.,
Route 2, Box 340, Escondido, Calif.

THEODOSIA BURR SHEPHERD BR.
Tuesday, February 3rd
American Legion Hall.
North California St., Ventura, Calif.

HERBERT DYCKMAN BRANCH
Tuesday, February 3rd
Home of Mr. & Mrs. Arthur Randall
3638 Cerritos Ave., Long Beach
Mrs. Charlotte Sisson, Secy.-Treas.
Long Beach, Calif.

BELLFLOWER BRANCH
Tuesday, February 3rd
Mrs. L. D. Thalheimer, Secy.-Treas.,
222 S. Woodruff St., Bcllflower, Calif.

SANTA BARBARA BRANCH
Tuesday, February 3rd
Girl Scouts Headquartcrs
1838 San Andres St., Santa Barbara.
Mrs. Louise Schwerdtfeger, Secy.,
246 W. Alamar Ave., Santa Barbara,

Calif.

DOMINGUEZ BRANCH
.Wednesday, February 4th
Dominguez Community Church,
21503 Prospect at Adams
Mrs. R. L. Warren, Secy.
21718 So. Alameda, Long Beach

SAN FRANCISCO BRANCH
Wednesday, February 4th, 8 P,M,
1060 Francisco St.,
Harry F, O'Donnell, Secy.- Treas.,
1575 31st Ave., San Francisco, Calif.

ORANGE COUNTY BRANCH
Thursday, February 5th
College Hall, Santa Ana J. C.
917 N. Maine St" Santa Ana, Calif,
Mr. Clarence Duddcrar, Treas.

INGLEWOOD BRANCH
Friday, February 6th, 8 P.M,
.Woman's Club, Inglewood, Calif.
Mrs. R. R. White, Secretary
937 Harding Ave., Venice, Calif.
SPEAKER: Mrs. Ruby Liedler
SUBJECT: Hanging Baskets

EAST BAY B.RANCH
Monday, February 9th
Berkeley Council Chambers.
Dick G. Goodnow, Secy.- Treas.
2116 Derby Strcet, Berkelcy, Calif.

NORTH LONG BEACH BRANCH
Monday, February 9th. .
Democratic Hall, 5662 Atlantic Blvd.
Mrs. H. A, Cuyler, Secy.-Treas.
5676 Olive Ave., Long Beach, Calif.

SAN DIEGO BRANCH
Monday, February 9th, 7:30 P,M,
4037 39th Street
Mrs. Clarcnce Moore, Secy- 'frcas.
4191 40th St., San Diego, Calif.
SPEAKER: Fred Sebransky

PASADENA BRANCH
Tuesday, February 10th
La Casita Del Arroyo,
177 So. Arroyo Blvd,
J. Ellsworth Youtz Jr., Secy.,
334 W. Green, Pasadena, Calif.

PHILO BEGONIA CLUB BRANCH
Tuesday, February 12th, 10:00 A,M,
Home of Mrs. W. K. Myers
206 Winding Way, Merion, Pa.
Mrs. 'Albert H. Gere, Sec.-Trcas.
362 Brokway, Merion, Pa.

LONG BEACH PARENT CHAPTER
Thursday, February 12th, 7:30 P.M.
Odd Fcllows Tcmple
728 Elm, Long Bcach; Calif.
Mrs. Ethel G. Arbuckle, Secy.- 'freas.,
5932 Seville Ave., Huntington Park,

Calif.
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1<1V ERSIVJJ; BRAN l.:H
Friday, February 13th
Harry M. Wallace, Scc'y-Treas,
3455 Sprucc St., Rivcrside, Calif.

SAN GABRIEL VALLEY BRANCH
Sunday, February 15th at 2 P.M,
American Legion Hall
716 North First Ave., Arcadia
Mrs. N. H. Powell, Secretary
419 South Ynez Ave.
Monterey Park, Calif.

GLEN.DALE BRANCH
Monday, February 16th
329 No. Brand Blvd.
News Press Bldg., Glendale, Calif.
Mrs. M. B. Dewar, Secretary,
709 Milford Ave., Phone CItrus 17517.

EVA KENWORTHY GRAY BRANCH
Monday, February 16th
Mrs. Henry 0, Colt, Secy.-Treas.,
7221 Olivetas, La Jolla,. Calif. .

MARGARET GRUENBAUM BR.
Tuesday, February 24th
Home of Mrs. Wm. L. Paxson, Secty.
Willow Grove, Pa.
SUBJECT: Corallinc de Lucerne
SPEAKER: Mrs. Howard Comly

SANTA MARIA BRANCH
Indefinite Recess
Mrs, Peter Mehlschau, Secy-Treas.
Nipomo, California

SYRACUSE BRANCH
Richard C. Atwood, Sccy.- Treas"
1405 East Fayette St.,
Syracuse, N. Y.

NEW ENGLAND 'cBRANCH
Mrs. B. W. Skinner,. Secretary.
54 Essex St., Lynnfield, Mass,

PHILADELPHIA & VICINITY BR.
Mrs, Sophia E. Whitaker, Secy.-Treas.
5343 Greene St., Germantown, Phila"

Pa.

Begonias: nigricans & peltata
Saintpaulias .

Gloxinia Seed 25c
Choice pansy plants for winter planting

- Visitors welcome -
QUALITY PLANT GARDENS

G, A, BARROWS
IIlI Louise St, Santa Ana. Cal.

FEBRUARY SPECIALS
For the Shade Garden

Seed of MIGNONETTE
Seed of CALCEOLARIA hyb~ida superba mixed
Seed and plants of BALSAMS and ANcnUSA

italica Vropmore var.
Seed and plants of single and double CANTER-

BURY BELLS
Plants of PRIMROSES, CINERARIAS and BEDDING

BEGONIAS OF ALL COLORS
For extra insurance to all plants: "GOLD

LEAF" TOBACCO LEA.' DUST

FREE DELIVERY on orders $1.25 and over

BISHOP & MATHEWS
WA 1251

6651 Wilshire Blvd, Los Angeles, Calif,

TUBEROUS BEGONIAS
The Best in the West

Giant Single
Single Frilled
Single Crested

Double Camellia
Fimbriata or Carnation

Rose-bud
Double Hanging Basket

WIDE RANGE OF COLORS
I to Ph inch n nn.n $1.00 a Doz.
2 inch 25c each, $2.25 a Doz.

GLOXINIAS MIXED I
SmalL 50c a Doz. Large $1 Doz.

SHADELAND GARDENS
2055 Inglewood Ave.. Comer Manchester
Inglewood California

1942 REFERENCE SEED BOOK
72 pagu of accuratr. uuful information

FREE
CAMPBELL SEED STORE

Established 1907 '
137 W. Colorado, Pasadena, Calif.

NEW SPRAY fol' MILDEWS
A new liquid Fungicide to use against Mit.
dews, Black Spot and other plant diseases.

Combines with EXTRAX Garden Spray

forcombination control ofmanyinsects end

dbea.es. .,. Sold by dealeB everywhere.

OAK LEAF MOLD
Bnt Quality - Chan - We/I-Rottrd

35c per Sack .

50 Sacks or more at 3Gc per Sack
,Pl)ls: Sack Exchange or Deposit,

'A. L.Dickenson
Phone NEwmark. 17645

627 West Palmer Compton, Calif. I
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POSTMASTER:
Please Notify j. N. Nutter, Sec'y

1050 East 19th Street
Long Beach, California

On All Address Changes

THE SECOND ANNUAL
MIDWINTER FLOWER

SHOW
BILTMORE HOTEL

Los ANGELES, CALIFORNIA
February 25-March 1, 1942

PREVIEW
Wednesday, February 25th

2 p,m, to 10 p,m,
Admission: Preview $1.00

February 26th to March 1st, inc1,
10 a,m. to 10 p,m,

General Admission 50c

EXHIBITS
and

FLOWER ARRANGEMENTS
INVITED

GREEN TREE FLOWER GARDENS
TRISTRAM COFFIN WHITAK.ER. Prop.

5343 Greene St., Germantown, Phila. Pa.

"The Easlern Home of Rare Begonias"

Tuberous Begonias

Booklet describing more than 225
Varieties of rare begonias - 50 cents

Begonias - Ferns - Fuchsias
Choice Tuberous Begonias

English Primroses - Cinerarias
-Cloud Mondayr-

ALEXANDER B. S1M
305 N, Sepulveda Blvd,

Manhattan Beach Calif,

with "EXTRAX,.-the new complete Pyreth.
rum-Rotenone Insecticide to use against
Aphis end various Sucking & Chewing In.

sects. Used also against Sod Worm (lawn
Moth). Sold by dealers everywhere.

MONTALVO GARDENS
. BEGONIAS
. RARE PLANTS
. FER N S

4455 Monlalvo Ave. San Diego, Calif.

An Easy-Io -use unil Ibat makes

25 GALLONS I
of ALL-PURPOSE

Garden Spray with-. BARFOOT ROTENONE. BARFOOT SPREADER
. BARFOOT FUNGICIDE
Plus the convenient garden -spray
chart and record colendarl

A Product of J. A. Barf001 & Co,.
2469 Parler SI" Los Angeles. Calif,

ON SALE AT All

GARDEN-SUPPLY STORES!


